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A WORD FROM 
THE PUBLISHER 


T HOUGH most of our supporters 
know the accomplishments of 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine, the 
10th anniversary is a good time to 
remember where we’ve been and 
what we’ve done. SOF is proud of 
its support of the struggle for free¬ 
dom. And we’ve given that struggle 
our money, our ink, our sweat and 
sometimes our own blood. 

In the past decade SOF has rede¬ 
fined “participatory journalism.” 
So — with no apologies — I’d like 
to list our past accomplishments 
and present battles. 

AFGHANISTAN 
In April 1980, SOFer Galen Geer 
brought the Free World's first sam¬ 
ple of Soviet AK-74 ammunition 
out of Afghanistan. 

Geer also grabbed a 
nuclear-biological- 
chemical air filter 
from a Soviet BMP-2 
infantry fighting vehi¬ 
cle. It is easy to be¬ 
lieve these filters were 
used to protect 
Soviets from their own 
devices. 

In September 1980, 

I secured and deliv¬ 
ered 5,000 rounds of 
AK-74 ammo to U.S. 
officials in Pakistan for testing and 
evaluation. I was also the first 
Western civilian to test-fire the AK- 
74. And SOF picked up the West's 
first sample of the Soviet 30mm 
round from an AGS-17 grenade 
launcher. I later delivered it to offi¬ 
cials representing a NATO member 
nation. 

We also conducted training in 
Afghanistan, not the least of which 
was SOF demo editor John Dono¬ 
van’s instruction on the use of anti¬ 
tank mines. Once the Freedom 
Fighters learned to remove the 
mines' safety clips, Soviet armored 
convoys had a lot more trouble 
crossing Afghan territory. 

SOF staffer Jim Coyne brought a 


Soviet-made PFM-1 anti-personnel 
“butterfly” mine out of Afghanistan 
in April 1981. Then we became the 
first private organization in the 
West to test-fire the RPK-74 light 
machine gun in September 1982. 
In 1983, Coyne and Peter Kokalis, 
SOF’s small-arms editor, were the 
first Western civilians to test-fire 
the AGS-17 grenade launcher. And 
the first samples of the new line in 
Soviet body armor seen in the West 
were brought out of Afghanistan in 
May 1984 by SOF staffers. 

In July 1984, David Isby, the 
magazine’s Soviet analyst, became 
the first Westerner to test-fire the 
Soviets’ AKR assault rifle. 

But credit for the biggest meas¬ 
ure of SOF's success 
in helping Afghan 
Freedom Fighters 
should go to our read¬ 
ers. Since 1980, you 
have given over 
$100,000 to the 
Freedom 
Fighters Fund ... all 
of which has been 
turned over to the 
Afghans without 
administrative cost 
deductions. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
Since February 1982, SOF has 
sent over a dozen training teams to 
El Salvador to supplement the 
efforts of the U.S. Military Group. 
The magazine’s training missions 
have covered many subjects, from 
first aid and medical instruction for 
medevac crew chiefs to sniping and 
anti-guerrilla urban warfare. In 
addition, the El Salvador/Nicara¬ 
gua Defense Fund — and again 
SOF’s readers deserve a lion's 
share of the credit — has sent over 
12,000 pounds of new and used 
military gear (but no weapons or 
ammo) to the armed forces of El 
Salvador. As in our other solicita- 

Continued on page 147 
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COVER: Ten years ago. Soldier of Fortune magazine 
burst onto America’s newsstands, spraying traditional 
publishing types with shrapnel and spawning a new 
journalistic genre. Our coverage of world hot-spots was 
elevated from barracks-room banter to an art form. 

When it worked — and succeeded far beyond 
establishment expectations — a host of gory imitators 
fell into file. Despite that, national attention shows 
there is a difference between SOF and all the rest. We 
think this special 10th Anniversary issue will prove that. 
Our cover is an exclusive illustration by noted California 
artist Larry Noble. Frame it if you’d like. 
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^K3|BT “ Pineapple" 

H Hand 
Grenade. 

jf-^Q This grenade is completely 
inert and harmless, but looks 
like the real thing. Comes with 
detachable firing lever. 

Order No. 1721 GO 56.95 

j 3-Shot Tear Gas Revolver. Fires Q-,22 
I caliber tear gas or blanks in seconds. 
No. 260110 Blue Sale $8.95 

No. 260120 Chrome ^XJi09-Sale 59.95 

J .22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. Fires 
6-.22 caliber tear gas or blanks as fast 
as you can pull the trigger. 
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K The Bionic Ear. Extremely sensitive 
pointable, electronic listening device 
the size of a flashlight Amplifies sounds 
and passes them on to the user through 
stereo headphones vybich are included. 
Warning: this device is not intended as an 
eavesdropping device. Used extensively 
by hunters, bird watchers, security and 
Igw enforcement personnel. It can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds., feet scuffling in a 
warehouse at 200 ft.. a car door shutting 
at 5 blocks and a coon dog on the trail 
up to 2 miles away. Uses 9 volt battery. 
Order No. 310300 $69.95 


G U.SAF. L-2B Right jacket Official Air 
^_ Force Lightzone (Lightweight issue). 

ApP _ - . Sage Green with International Orange 

hor f ”r SI u T" ery lining 100% polyester with knit collar, cuffs 
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D Pachmayr Stain¬ 
less Steel .45 
Magazine. The most 
precisely manufac¬ 
tured, fastest action 
clip you'll ever own, 
Has custom rounded 
follower and comes 
with combat bumper. 
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L Folding Trench Knife. The 3!4" stainless 
steel blade folds conveniently into the 
unique knuckle handle for protection and 
safety, The 5' 1 steel handle has a decora¬ 
tive inset. Length open—sH". 

Order No. 172010 $j9r05 Sale $9.95 

Ufeknite Commando. The best survival 
•VI knife there is at any price. Razor-sharp 
6“ blade constructed from 44GC stainless - 
steel heat treated to RH57-58. Aircraft 
aluminum hollow handle is waterproof. 
Contains N.A.T.O. wire saw, lifeboat 
matches, survival fish hooks, assorted split 
shot, 20 ft. of 10 lb, test line, 6 ft. snare 
utility wire: needles; sutures; water purifi¬ 
cation tablets. Black leather belt sheath, 
thongs and sharpening stone. Jeweled 
compass built into the cap. 12" overall. 
Order No. 1722S0 Sale $44.95 

Ordering Information! To order by mail, use coupon 
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information. For questions or information call 
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is not to be used for surveillance! Auto¬ 
matically starts recorder when telephone 
is picked up. Records entire conversation 
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attached anywhere along the line. Plugs 
into ANY recorder. Causes absolutely 
no interference or noise on the phone. 
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The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks. “Impro¬ 
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B irthday 
wishes... 

Sirs: 

Your publication soon will 
commemorate its 10th Anniversary. 
As a member of Congress who 
strongly opposes communism I want 
to express my appreciation for your 
support ... for funding to assist the 
Nicaragua Freedom Fighters. I have 
personally observed the situation in 
Central America ... and I am 
gravely concerned over the 
anti-American policies of the 
government of Nicaragua. One 
Cuba in the Western Hemisphere is 
more than enough. I believe we 
have a strong responsibility to 
prevent the seeds of communism 
from spreading in this area so close 
to the United States. 

U.S. Rep. Bill Nichols, 
Chairman 

House Armed Services 
Investigations 
Subcommittee 

The principles of human freedom 
are not exercised, nor even known 
in many parts of the world. But due 
to tireless efforts by your staff, 

Soldier of Fortune continues to 
sound the bells of freedom and 
bring hope to those who yearn for 
the liberties that we who live in this 
great nation often take for granted. 
On the 10th Anniversary of Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine, I extend my 
congratulations and best wishes for 
continued success. 

Lieutenant General A1 Gray, 
USMC 

Commanding General 
Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic 

Noting the 10th Anniversary of 
Soldier of Fortune ... 1 extend to 
you my heartiest congratulations and 
wish you continued success. 

Colonel Terry A. Arnold, 
USAF 

Chief, Media Relations 
Division 
The Pentagon 

On behalf of the 28 member 
organizations of the National 
Vietnam Veterans Coalition, we send 
you our best wishes on the 10th 
Anniversary of Soldier of Fortune. 
SOF is responsible in large part for 
building a positive image of Vietnam 
veterans for their service in 
Southeast Asia and has emphasized 
the importance of counterinsurgency 
warfare as part of a strong national 
defense capacity. 

J. Thomas Burch Jr. 

National Coordinator 



The first duty of government is 
national defense. If we are to enjoy 
our freedoms, we must be prepared 
to defend them. Soldier of Fortune 
has proven that it opposes the 
enemies of freedom and does so 
without apology. Congratulations on 
your 10th Anniversary and best 
wishes for many more decades of 
service. 

U.S. Sen. Howell Heflin 
Senate Judiciary Committee 

We are thankful for the material 
support that Soldier of Fortune has 
provided for the struggle of Afghans 
and [for] revealing the Soviets’ 
atrocities in Afghanistan. SOF has 
proved itself very valuable in 
introducing the ... struggle of our 
courageous people to free their 
country from Soviet occupation. 

M. Nabi Salehi 
Islamic Unity of Afghanistan 
Mujahideen 
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Congratulations to SOF on its 
10th Anniversary. As an actor, I 
have especially enjoyed your 
behind-the-scenes coverage of action 
films and the detailed reporting you 
have provided on the military 
training actors must go through to 
make this type of film. The coverage 
has been accurate and exciting. SOF 
also is a first-class magazine for the 
latest on weaponry and tactics ... 
and for its support of our law 
enforcement agencies, veterans and 
a strong national defense. 

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Hollywood, Calif. 

SOF is an example of hard work 
and commitment to the ideals and 
principles of American society. Your 
10th Anniversary confirms the 
confidence of many in your ability to 


meet their needs. You can take great 
pride in the fact that the 10 years of 
hard work have proved ... your 
magazine’s reputation for journalistic 
excellence. Congratulations on your 
dedication to the preservation of the 
basic freedoms of humanity. 

U.S. Sen. Pete Wilson 
Senate Armed Services 
Committee 

Congratulations to SOF and its 
staff on your upcoming 10th 
Anniversary. I just wanted to let you 
know that I admire your honest 
advocacy of worthy causes and your 
recognition of the communist threat 
for what it is. People everywhere 
have the right — and the obligation 
— to fight to preserve basic 
freedoms. Your magazine has 
provided a valuable service in 
espousing this message and in so 
doing earned itself a well-earned and 
lasting niche in the American 
magazine publishing arena. 

Charlton Heston 
Hollywood, Calif. 

I am a subscriber and reader of 
Soldier of Fortune. I am convinced 
you perform a real public service. 
Congratulations on your 10th 
anniversary of publication and' keep 
up the good work. 

U.S. Rep. William L. 
Dickinson 

House Armed Services 
Committee 

Soldier of Fortune’s efforts to 
assist our cause are definitely valued. 
If we had more supporters of your 
stature, our struggle already could 
have successfully brought democracy 
to Nicaragua and peace, prosperity 
and stability to Central America. It is 
gratifying to congratulate you on 
your 10th anniversary. 

Mario J. Calero, U.S. 

Representative 
Democratic Force of 
Nicaragua (FDN) 

New Orleans, La. 

Thanks so much to these and 
other fine folks who have sent along 
10th birthday wishes to SOF. We 
are proud to be here. The occasion 
has been a time for us to rededicate 
ourselves to going further, doing 
even more to serve our readers, and 
to refine our efforts through the next 
decade. 

Continued on page 8 
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Congratulations SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

NINJA KNIFE FIGHTING 

by Dr. R. Kelly Hill, Jr. 

Nightfalls. The glint of cold steel slashesthroughthe darkness. The threat is real, but are you 
ready? Modern-day Ninja Dr. R. Kelly Hill, Jr., shows you how to become the self-reliant 
person you-aspire to be. You won't learn esoteric knife moves better confined to the dojo or 
sports arena, but training skills and techniques meant for actual close combat. Benefit from 
Dr. Hill’s special knowledge of anatomy—how to target areas of the body to stop any attack 
fast. Learn about selecting a knife, different grips, training targets and drills, conditioning, 
and the Ninja response modes. 8 V 2 x 11, hardcover, 124 photos, 128 pp. $19.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people U9e to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government, and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5V* 
x 8Vi, hardcover, 192 pp. $12.95 


UNREPENTANT SINNER 

by Colonel Charles Askins 

Experience justice—Askins’ style. Unrepentant sinner 
Charles Askins raises hell around the world and lives to tell 
about it in this raw, action-packed autobiography. Whether 
as part of his official or unofficial duties, Askins stalks man 
and beast, stretching the limits of authority to live life to the 
fullest, In this unexpurgated memoir, the Colonel pursues 
wetbacks, cattle rustlers, poachers, and Vietcong—to name 
a few. As one of the world’s greatest big-game hunters. 
Askins recalls his adventures hunting virtually every type of 
big game. Read about one of the world’s last rugged indi¬ 
vidualists. 6x9, hardcover, photos, 320 pp. $17.95 


DEAD CLIENTS 

DON T PAY 



DEAD CLIENTS DON'T PAY 
The Bodyguard's Manual 

by Leroy Thompson 
Now, learn the business of body- 
guarding like it really is! Topics in¬ 
clude checking for auto tampering, 
home and office security, weapons' 
selection, assessing the threatsand 
more. Illustrations detail car and 
grounds security. Here are the 
glamour, the guns, the facts of the 
trade. 5Vi x 8Vi, softcover, 120 pp. 

$ 10.00 


THE COLT .45 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

The ultimate selective-fire conversion for the famed Colt 
.45 is here! All original components are retained, and only 
three functional parts have been added, each of which can 
be built using common hand tools. The ingenious auto¬ 
matic tripping device—a featurenever before incorporated 
in any machine pistol of thistype—provides for trouble-free 
operation. A revolutionary, compact, removable folding 
metal front grip aids in controlling the gun when firing full 
auto. Carefully researched and thoroughly tested for relia¬ 
bility, this conversion system works with outstanding ac¬ 
curacy and safety. 9 x 12,softcover. illus., photos, templates, 

88pp. $12.00 



TIGER SCROLL OF THE 
KOGA NINJA 

by Jay Sensei 

Passed down through theages from 
master to disciple, the tiger scroll 
transmitted the secret ways of the 
Koga, an infamous Ninja clan. The 
weapons, training and techniquesof 
these assassins are revealed in 
English for the first time. Numerous 
illustrations show how the Koga 
mastered seemingly magical pow¬ 
ers. 5V4 x 8V2, softcover, illus., 96 pp. 

$8.00 


THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 

by Duncan Long 

The AR-15/M16, the inspiration for so many modern 
assault rifles, is covered herein this definitive book. Should 
you wish to build your own or convert it to auto fire, Duncan 
Long supplies you with parts and tool lists and detailed 
step-by-step instructions. Virtually any accessory you may 
wish to buy for your AR-15 is listed. Invaluable to the Ml 6 
owner, this comprehensive book also covers assembly and 
disassembly, conversion kits and modifications, trouble¬ 
shooting, ammunition, combat use, lubrication and more. 
8Vz x 11, softcover, photos, 168 pp. $14,95 
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FORBIDDEN FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

Pass through the dark night of the 
soul and. like the Ninja, become a 
mystic warrior of the shadows. To 
help you in your quest of the Silent 
Way. Ashida Kim presents exer¬ 
cises, strategy, fighting techniques 
and ceremonial oaths of initiation 
With practice and study, you can 
master this terrifying form of self- 
defense 8Vi x 11. hardcover, 271 
photos. 128 pp $19.95 
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BULL’S EYE: CROSSBOWS BY 
RAGNAR BENSON 

From the armies of Alexander the 
Great to contemporary pig traps in 
Burma, the crossbow hashed a long 
and illustrious career. In his unique, 
entertaining style, Ragnartakes you 
around the world to demonstrate 
today’s crossbow. Learn all the 
crossbow’s uses, the insand outs of 
modern crossbows and the prob¬ 
lems you'll face in the field. 5 Vi x 8Vi, 
softcover, illus., photos, 94 pp. 

$8.00 



BOUNTY HUNTER 

by Bob Burton 

Adventure is his occupation; a hefty 
commission is his reward. He is a 
professional bounty hunter, and he 
stalks the most elusive of all prey—a 
wanted man. Here is the businesses 
told by a pro. Learn how to get your 
first job. track a fugitive, arrest him 
and turn him over to the police. 
Included is a state-by-state listing of 
laws. 5Vi x 8W, softcover, 136 pp, 

$10.00 


THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

A comprehensive home workshopguideforthegun buff 
and hobbyist machinist. Over fifty working machinist’s 
drawings, photos, and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7 .22 survival rifle into a full-auto 
silenced machine pistol or rifle. Step-by-step instruc¬ 
tions detail how to modify the weapon's original receiver, 
fabricate new sear and safety, as well as make a simple, 
efficient silencer group assembly. 9 x 12, softcover. 
machinist's drawings, photos, full-scale templates, 

72 pp. $12.00 
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Of the 
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SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing —one of the few 
complete, hardcover studies of this 
terrifying and deadly martial art. Text 
and photos illustrate Ninja princi¬ 
ples of invisibility, covert entry, 
escape and evasion, assassination, 
sentry removal, meditation, mind 
clouding and much more. 5Vi x 8%, 
hardcover, 200 photos. 168 pp. 

$16.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they’re getting the goods on 
you with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called "possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book," this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target, over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter¬ 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 8Vi x 11, softcover, 
illus., 264 pp. $30.00 



NINJA HANDS OF DEATH 

by Ashida Kim 

No technique ever used by the Ninja 
is more devastating than the Dance 
of the Deadly Hands. Composed of 
the most vicious Ninja moves, these 
hand strikes have been used for 
centuries. The use of the five ele¬ 
ments in combat (Earth, Fire, Water, 
Air and Wood) is covered, as are 
submission holds, shin-kicking 
exercises, attacking an enemy from 
above, and more. 5v? x 8Vi, soft- 
cover, 110 photos, 152 pp. $10.00 


THE HUGER PISTOL EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

For the first time, conversion plans for a super-compact, 
selective-fire machine pistol! Turn your Ruger Mark I or II 
into a fistful of power—without modifying the receiver or 
bolt group and using hand-built parts. This ingenious con¬ 
version fires from the original closed bolt system—making 
firing extremely accurate—and uses original trigger parts. 
The detachable auto tripper device can readily be removed 
for semiauto shooting only. Machinist’s drawings, full- 
scale templates and photos accompany directions. 9x12, 
softcover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 


COMBAT 

SURVIVAL 


COURSfi Notes 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

An extremely useful, complete man¬ 
ual on physical and combat survi¬ 
val, training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
galhertng, survival navigation,primi¬ 
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animal traps and much more! 8% x 
11, softcover, illus., 160 pp. $14.95 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 


— WANTED — 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, 
SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE. WEAPONRY, 
REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE MANUSCRIPT TO 
PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, 
COLORADO 80306. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 
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on your 10th Anniversary! 

COMMANDO DAGGER 

THE COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF THE 
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES FIGHTING KNIFE 
by Leroy Thompson 

The Fairbairn-Sykes dagger—intimate party to the modern world’s most savage en¬ 
counters—is history’s most important fighting knife. For the first time, the F-S and its 
descendants are detailed in this comprehensive reference. Photos highlight the detailing of 
over 60 knives, mostaccompanied by specs on length, markings, crossguards, sheaths and 
special features. With a foreword by Col. Rex Applegate, the book includes F-S history, 
commemorative F-S knives, U.S. Army S. F. knives, the Applegate-Fairbairn knife, com¬ 
mando dagger I.D. section, and more. 8 Y 2 x 11, clothbound, 189 photos, 176 pp. $25.00 


« 


THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Use this home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced, S.WAT-type weapon capable of 
field-clearing firepower. Provides complete workshop 
plans, 40 close-up photos and full-scale templates. This 
conversion process requires no machining or special tools. 
Once completed, it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book's secret!) or remove it as 
needed. Also includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy 
caliber .223 silencer. 9x12, softcover, photos, templates. 
72 pp. $12.00 


THE COMBAT 
SHOTGUN AND 
SUBMACHINE GUN 



THE COMBAT SHOTGUN 
AND SUBMACHINE GUN 
A Special Weapons Analysis 

by Chuck Taylor 

From one of America s mostsought- 
after shooting instructors comes an 
in-depth analysis of these two con¬ 
troversial small arms. Taylor pro¬ 
vides a comprehensive education 
in the use of these commonly mis- 
erppldyed guns. Includes info on 
field testing, drills, tactics, accesso¬ 
ries and techniques. 0’Ax 11, soft- 
cover, 385 photos. 176 pp. $14.95 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 

In every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous 
Army Field Manual 31-20. All illustrations and everyone of 
the 535 pages of vital information are included. Chapters 
include intelligence, psych ops, raids and ambushes, 
communications, demolition, survival, improvised weap¬ 
onry and much, much more! 4 x 5, softcover, Ulus., 535 pp. 

$14.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting. Provides up-to- 
date info on equipment and tactics 
employed by this elite fighting force. 
Covers SEAL weapons, survival, 
communications, diving, first aid, 
demolitions and more. 8W x 11, 
softcover, illus., 240 pp. $14.95 
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NINJA DEATH TOUCH 

by Ashida Kim 

Here are the secrets of the unholy 
science that kills with a wave of a 
hand! Certain Ninja practiced the 
Death Touch, a type of black 
medicine that destroys through 
manipulation of the body’s nervous, 
circulatory and Chi systems. Learn 
Dim Hsueh, Dim Ching and the in¬ 
famous Dim Mak techniques. Illus¬ 
trated with step-by-step photos. 5W 
x 8W, softcover. illus., 104 pp. 

$ 10.00 
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TONFA TACTICS 
A Strategy for Total Defense 

by Dr. Ted Gambordella 
What single weapon combines the 
power and flexibility to combat and 
overwhelm the knife, club, crowbar, 
nunchaku—and more? This syste¬ 
matic course on the tonfa will have 
you flipping and smashing like a pro 
in no time. Chapters detail flips, 
blocks, strikes, chokes and the tonfa 
against other weapons. 5 Vt x 8W. 
softcover, 229 photos, 136 pp. 

ISBN 0-87364-324-0 $12.00 


THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire, 
close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand tools, 
you can build the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto—all without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop in the 
conversion parts, and you're ready for whatever—or 
whomever—comes. Over 60 explicit photos, machinist's 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de¬ 
tailed instructions tor making this conversion foolproof. 
9x12, softcover, illus., 96 pp. $12,00 



WARRIOR SECRETS 
A Handbook of the Martial Arts 

by Keith Yates 

Masters and champions of karate, 
tai chi chuan, ninjutsu, aikido, jeet 
kune do, hapkido. kenpo, wushu, 
judo, tae kwon-do, ju-jutsu and 
kung fu share their secrets with you. 
The traditions, historical develop¬ 
ment, and physical and mental train¬ 
ing of these arts are covered.as well 
as techniques against streetattacks. 
5V» x 8Vfe, softcover, illus., photos. 
200 pp $10.00 


U.S. MARINE CORPS DESERT HANDBOOK 

Could you survive in the desert for any period of time? 
Would you know how to keep sand and dust from destroy¬ 
ing your vehicle, weapon or communication equipment or 
how to treat a scorpion bite? This comprehensive hand¬ 
book. issued to the 27th Marines, 7th Amphibious Brigade, 
gives you the answers to these questions and much more. 
Desert types and characteristics; military aspects of 
deserts; effects of radiant light, static electricity and 
extreme heat on equipment, desert driving techniques; first 
aid; and emergency survival techniques are just some of the 
topics. 5 Vi x BV 2 , softcover, illus., 96 pp. $8.00 



MAD AS HELL 

A Master Tome of Revengemanshgj 
Tired of feeling like the underdog? 
Let Mad As Hell put you on top of 
your enemies as you become a mas¬ 
ter of revengemanship. Learnhow to 
get even with a two-timing lover, an 
overbearing boss, bothersome mail¬ 
order companies, and others. Here 
are over 120 peevish pranks to re¬ 
duce your mark to a whimpering 
mass of paranoia. For entertainment 
only! 5% x 8’A, hardcover, 168 pp. 

$12.95 



US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to train the world’s most 
accomplished medics, and this book 
is the reason why. Comprehensive 
info covers disease diagnosis and 
treatment, emergency war surgery 
and paramedical skills, pediatrics, 
obstetrics, orthopedics, emergency 
dental treatment and more. 4 Vi x 7, 
softcover, illus., weatherproof cover, 
400 pp. $14.95 



UP YOURSI 

Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales¬ 
men, nagging relatives, nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Up Youni and 
start getting even today! 5% x 8Vi, 
hardcover, 220 pp. $12.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


NINJUTSU; THE ART OF 


REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC 


INVISIBILITY. 

.$ 4.95 

WEAPONS SYSTEM . 

... $12.00 

DRAGONS TOUCH. 

$10.00 

QUICK OR DEAD 

. $12.95 

NO NEED TO DIE. 

$10.00 

BELOW THE BELT. 

. $14.95 

GET EVEN 2.. 

$12.95 

DEAL THE FIRST 


SURVIVAL POACHING. 

$14.95 

DEADLY BLOW ..... 

$12.95 

1 HATE YOUI... 

$12.95 

NINJA SECRETS OF 


DISGUISE TECHNIQUES. 

.$ 8.00 

INVISIBILITY. 

. $10.00 

LIVE OFF THE LAND IN THE CITY 

SILENCERS IN THE 1980s 

. $12.00 

AND COUNTRY. 

$16.95 

FALLOUT SURVIVAL. 

.. $12.00 

SPECIAL FORCES 


AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO 

HANDBOOK . 

$ 8.00 

URBAN COMBAT . 

. $14.95 

BLACK MEDICINE 1. 

$10.00 

COMMANDO FIGHTING 


BLACK MEDICINE II ...... 

$10.00 

TECHNIQUES 

$10.00 

BLACK MEDICINE III 

$10.06 

FIND 'EM FAST: A PRIVATE 


HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS 


INVESTIGATOR'S 


VOL 1. 

$12.00 

WORKBOOK 

.. $12.00 
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C ONTRIBUTORS 
COMMENT... 

Sirs: 

Last year my son and 1 attended 
your convention. I remember Major 
General Singlaub saying that if we 
wait for our government to take a 
positive stand against communism, 
we’ll all have a long wait. He said it 
would be up to the individual citizen 
to put out the effort needed to 
preserve our freedom. His words 
came back to me as I listened to the 
pitiful bleating of dreamers in the 
House of Representatives who 
decided not to support $14 million 
in aid to the Nicaraguan Freedom 
Fighters. Therefore 1 intend to 
budget $25 per month to SOF’s El 
Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund. 
Kenneth D. Hartwig 
Baudette, Minn. 

The Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters 
seek to bring true liberation to their 
country. Their motivation is 
remarkable considering they don’t 
get a paycheck. Those who give a 
damn here in the real world know 
these brave men need all the help 
they can get. With that in mind 1 
enclose $100 as a “contra-bution” 
to the Nicaragua Defense Fund. 1 
challenge others to give all they can. 
Craig Manness 
Manchester, N.H. 

1 heard from my dad that [SOF] is 
helping the Freedom Fighters. 1 am 
sending $5 to help beat the 
communists. I got the money 
collecting cans and bottles. 

Brian Pepperell, Age 8 
Hayward, Calif. 

There aren’t enough words to 
properly express SOF’s gratitude for 
the continuing financial and material 
support our readers give to our 
funds to help the struggles for liberty 
in Central America and Afghanistan. 
More and more people dig deeper in 
their pockets , yet more and more 
help is needed Freedom is a 
precious commodity, purchased only 
at great sacrifice. Donations from 
youngsters like Brian are particularly 
inspiring. If all parents are raising 
their children to be the patiiotic 
good citizen that Brian obviously is, 
our nation’s future is bright and 
victory over tyranny assured. 


UET EVERY NATION KNOW.... THAT WEEHAUL 
PAY EVERY PRICE, EEARANY SCROEW , 

MEET ANY HARDSHIP. SUPPORT ANY FRIEND, 
OPPOSE ANY POE TO ASSURE THE SURVIVAL 
ANP THE SUCCESS- OF UfcEKTY. 




H ayden-fonda 

HATE MAIL... 

Sirs: 

I came across this little tidbit and thought your 
readers might be interested [A news brief reporting 
on Tom Hayden, founder of the 1960s leftist group. 
Students for Democratic Society, husband of actress 
Jane Fonda and a liberal Democrat member of the 
California General Assembly. Hayden wants to build 
a national memorial to protesters of the Vietnam 
War]. My idea would be to bronze Mr. Hayden 
himself and put him in a suitable place, perhaps 
inside a latrine at Fort Bragg. 

John McAdams 
Houston, Tex. 

I would like to call your attention to a recent poll 
of America’s youth about their favorite role models. 
Jane Fonda was ranked fourth. I’m 15 and 1 hate 
her. She is no role model of mine. 

Mike Donavan 
Endicott, N.Y. 

The radio talk show “Open Phone America” 
recently had a caller who has donated land to build 
a memorial to all the peace movement members. 

He is asking for people to send him donations. The 
group is called Vietnam Peace Memorial and its 
address is at P.O. Box 9364, Phoenix, Ariz. 85026. 

I thought SOF writers might like to send along their 
feelings about this project. It is another disgusting 
slap in the face of our Vietnam vets. I would send 
along a copy of my letter to VPM, but by the time 
you deleted the expletives, there would nothing left 
to print. 

Steve Berry 
Louisville, Ky. 

Health-conscious people like Jane Fonda and 
Tom Hayden will be the first to tell you that you are 
what you eat. Fonda and Hayden are too full of 
themselves to be believed. SOF soundly condemns 
efforts for a memorial to persons or groups that 
publicly denounced the heroic efforts of our finest 
fighting men who fought, bled and died for the 
freedoms which should be enjoyed by all people — 
even Fonda and Hayden. 


F itter 

confusion... 

Sirs: 

You were right the 
first time. The photo in 
your February issue is of 
a Sukhoi-17 Fitter. Mr. 
Jakubowicz’ letter 
(FLAK, May SOF) 
describes the Su-7 Fitter 
A, not Su-17 Fitter C. 
The confusion is natural. 
Fitter C is essentially a 
Fitter A with a movable 
outermost wing section. 
It’s the only operational 
swing-wing aircraft 
directly derived from a 
previous swept-wing 
type, a good example of 
the Soviet-style 
evolutionary weapons 
development. This 
approach simplifies 
logistics and saves 
money. The plane 
pictured in your 
February issue is 
identifiable by the ridge 
along its spine and its 
more elaborate nose 
radar probe. 

John Tillman 
Athena, Ore. 

You join a growing 
list of sharp-eyed 
readers who have 
gotten us squared away 
on the Fitter A/Fitter C 
situation. Perhaps well 
finally get it down pat 
when NATO helps out 
by changing the name 
of the two models to 
reflect a difference. Until 
then, well just keep 
trying to get it right 
through research. ^ 
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Assault Systems’ Gear is 

UNCONDITIONALLY 


MTCCn 


INTRODUCING 
THE NEW and EXCITING 

“AJI A V/ ™ ” 


(MILITARY ALL-PURPOSE VEHICLE) 


Tougher than the 
task you put it to! 


When it comes to the quality of our gun cases, holsters, gear bags 
and accessories, we simply won’t tolerate inferior materials or poor 
workmanship! Because our standards are higher and less flexible 
than most, we can UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEE each product to 
be free of defects in materials and workmanship for as long as it is 
owned by the original purchaser. We know of no other manufacturer 
who dares to match this guarantee! Ask your retailer to show you 
Assault Systems’ Gear... or mail SI for our 1985 40-page full color 
catalog . . today! 



Congratulations to SOLDIERFORTUNE 
on its 10th Anniversary! 


1 HORAN DRIVE/ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478/TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049/IN MISSOURI: 1-314-343-3575 TWX: 9107601429 

it. SF-085 

buted exclusively in Canada by Milarm Co. Ltd., 10969-101 Street. Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5H 2S9/(403) 424-5281 
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Here’s how the Club Plan works: You’ll get 4 books for 
only 98c plus shipping and handling and your free World 
War II maps—when accepted as a member. We reserve 
the right to reject any application. However, once 
accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your 
introductory books, return them within 10 days at our 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you 
will owe nothing. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 
350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely 
seen photos, illustrations and maps. Many books are 
difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete 
hardbound editions {sometimes altered in size to fit 
special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off 
publishers’ hardcover edition prices. A shipping and 
handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: Enjoy the luxury of at-home shopping 
with your free Club magazine. About every 4 weeks (14 
times a year) you receive the Club magazine describing 
coming Seiection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 
4 times a year, you receive offers of special Selections, 
always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you want 
the featured Selection(s), do nothing—shipment will be 
made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no 
book at all—indicate this on the order form and return 


Address_ 


(please prinl) 


_Apt. No.. 


State_Ztp__ 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members 
serviced from Canada where offer is slightly different 67-M998 


it by the date specified. You’ll have at least 10 days to 
decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive 
an unwanted Selection, you may return it at our expense 
and owe nothing. 

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to 
take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the 
next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchasing 
your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for 
as long as you like. 

tSoft cover ‘Explicit sex, violence and/or language. 

TWO FULL COLOR 24ft "x19" 


Military look Cl«b® 

Dept. AS-157, Garden City, NY. 11530 

Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 4 
books marked below plus my 2 free WWII maps. Bill me only 98$ plus 
shipping and handling. I agree to the Club plan presented in this ad, 
and understand that I need buy just 4 more books at regular low Club 
prices any time I want during the next 2 years. 

Our no-rfsk guarantee. When accepted as a member, you'll get your 4 
books for only 98c plus shipping and handling. If not satisfied, return 
them within 10 days at our expense to cancel your membership and owe 
nothing. No matter what you decide, you keep your free maps. 


Prices shown are publishers’ edition prices. 
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S OF 

RAISES ANTE... 

Attention Defective 
Sandinista Shoppers! 
Here’s your store-wide 
SOF Special for the 
day. Publisher Bob 
Brown and several other 
loyal Americans are 
offering $1,000,000 for 
your coupon in the form 
of one fully operational, 
Soviet-supplied Mi-24 
helicopter. 

Be advised, however. 
The reward is only for 
Nicaraguan pilots, crew 
members, or their 
communist trainers who 
defect with the aircraft 
in working condition. It 
is not being offered to 
U.S. citizens or others 
who might wish to 
attempt a highjacking. 
Qualified parties should 
fly the Hind to a neutral 
country, land and 
contact SOF through 
local government 
authorities. SOF will pay 
$1,000,000 in U.S. 
currency or other 
negotiable tender upon 
receipt of the Hind. 

For full details and a 
Hind reward poster, 
send $3 in check or 
money order to Hind 
Poster, SOF, P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 


S AIGON'S 

ANGELS???... 

Believe-it-or-not, 
there’s a Vietnam Vets 
Motorcycle Club and 
they’re holding a rally in 
honor of MIAs and 
POWs, 4-8 Sept. 1985 
in Vienna, Mo. Write 
Vietnam Vets 
Motorcycle Club, Dept 
SOF. P.O. Box 930481, 
Norcross, GA 30093, 
for information. 

They are also taking 
up a collection for the 
National League of 
Families and asking that 
contributions be sent to 
POW/MIA Fund, Dept. 
SOF, Maries County 
Bank, Vienna, MO 
65582. 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 




M onumental 
treason... 

Sometimes you think you’ve heard it all. Then — 
just when you’re jaded enough to think there can’t 
be any more surprises — some bozo like Tom 
Hayden comes up on the wire to announce he’s 
collecting money for a national monument to 
Vietnam War protesters. Too bad this guy — and 
his blushing Red bride Hanoi Jane — didn’t show 
similar balls when the country needed their service 
and support. 

But Hayden and Hanoi Jane have never been 
the pair to let patriotism or any other honorable 
emotion stand in the way of treason or disrespect to 
the people who fought while they fiddled around 
the world supporting the enemy or wringing 
crocodile tears from the liberal community. I’ve got 
a few captured North Vietnamese bills in my gear 
somewhere. Those should be appropriate for Tom 
the Traitor’s effort. If he raises any other money, 
you can bet it will also be commie cash. 

We’d much rather have a sister in a cathouse 
than a brother who coughs up even one penny for 
this travesty, but that hasn’t stopped speculation 
here at SOF or among resentful readers over what 
this proposed monument might resemble. 

We think Hayden should be given the benefit of 
Vietnam Veterans’ opinions on the subject so he’s 
not stuck with something he has no control over — 
like the Black Gash in Washington, D.C. Since the 
People’s Committee for Memorial Design is unlikely 
to accept our suggestion of a bearded, beaded 
wimp staring up through drug-dilated eyes from the 
bottom of a two-holer behind some barracks at Fort 
Bragg, we solicit your sketches or design concepts. 

Let us see what your idea for a Vietnam War 
protester’s memorial is. Send sketches — and an 
explanation if necessary — to Bulletin Board, SOF, 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. We’ll print the 
best in Bulletin Board in a future issue. All other 
factors being equal, preference will be given the 
submissions by veterans and other non-protestors. 


T ICO TOLERANCE 
WANING... 

The yellow streak runs right 
through the upper echelons of U.S. 
journalism, across the spineless 
backs of some Congressmen and 
into direct conflict with the struggle 
for freedom in Central America. One 
of the latest victims is Bruce Jones 
(See “Bruce Jones: Is He CIA or 
Concerned Citizen?” SOF, June 85). 

Jones was a U.S. expatriate citrus 
farmer in northern Costa Rica who 
occasionally helped anti-Sandinista 
Freedom Fighters operating in 
nearby Nicaragua. A LIFE magazine 
interview about Jones falsely 
identified him as a CIA agent. As a 
result, Costa Rica declared Jones 
persona non grata and deported 
him. Jones and his Costa Rican 
family lost their home in the process 
and it is difficult to farm via long 
distance telephone from the U.S. 

Since Congress voted against 
more aid to Nicaragua’s Freedom 
Fighters, Jones said the communists 
have become increasingly bold 
about cross-border ops to kidnap 
and interrogate Costa Rican 
campesinos about movements of 
anti-Sandinista rebels. And Costa 
Rican officials, who were quietly 
accommodating the rebels and their 
logistic needs while U.S. aid money 
was rolling in, are now cracking 
down at the behest of communists 
within the Costa Rican government. 

An example is the recent capture 
in Costa Rica of two U.S. citizens, 
two Brits and a Frenchman. The five 
private-sector trainers were captured 
24 April with nine Nicaraguan 
Freedom Fighters about a 
half-kilometer inside Costa Rica, 
near El Castillo, Nicaragua. 

Two SOF sources in Central 
America said the 14-man squad was 
captured as the result of an 
informant’s tip to authorities. 

Wearing cammies and heavily armed 
with AK-47s, grenades, Claymores 
and an RPG-7, the 14 men were 
surrounded shortly after crossing into 
Costa Rica by nine members of a 
rural guard unit. The nation has no 
standing army and the Costa Rican 
rural guard operates under authority 
of the Interior Ministry, headed by 
Enrique Obergon, the unsuccessful 
Communist Party candidate for 
president of Costa Rica in 1964. 

All 14 men were jailed without 
bond. The two U.S. citizens, both 
identified as members of the Civilian 
Military Assistance organization, were 
Steve Carr, whose age was 
described as late 20s, of Naples, 

Fla.; and Robert Thompson, 52, of 
Apalachicola, Fla. SOF was unable 
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In a survival situation, 
there’s no time to worry 
about how a weapon will 
perform. That’s why Elite 
American and European 
special operations forces 
rely on firearms made by 
Heckler Sc Koch. 

The HK 94 Semi- 
Automatic Carbine is 
a direct offspring of 
Heckler & Koch’s renowned 
family ofMP5 Submachine 
Guns. Designed and built 
with only one tiling in 
mind: i li 1 coinpromising 
performance. Rugged. 
Reliable. Rifle-like accuracy 
to 100 meters. The delayed 
roller-lock bolt system 
reduces recoil to keep the 
weapon on target. And 
HK’s revolutionary scope 
mounting system guarantees 
that you’re still zeroed- 
in every time you mount 
your scope. 

Compare the HK 94 to 
the UZI or any other semi¬ 
automatic carbine on the 
market. You’ll appreciate 
the difference between 
carrying an ordinary weap¬ 
on, and owning the most 
uncompromising firearm in 
the world. 


When your life is on the line, 
you leave nothing to chance 


For our 24-page 
color brochure, 
send S3 to: 
Heckler & Koch , Inc. 
14601 Lee Road 
Chantilly ; Virginia 22021 
lei 703-631-2800 


In a world of compromise, some men don’t. 
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to determine the identities of the 
other men captured. One source 
who knows the Frenchman but 
declined to provide his name said he 
had served in a French airborne 
unit. 

As this issue went to press in 
mid-May, the men were still in jail 
and waiting to see if they would be 
tried on charges or simply deported. 
Their trial had been switched from 
San Jose to San Carlos, closer to 
the capture site. They face possible 
charges of violating Costa Rica’s 
neutrality laws and possessing illegal 
weapons, both of which carry stiff 
penalties. 

One CMA spokesman asked SOF 
to notify readers that his group no 
longer uses its former Alabama 
address. The new address is: Civilian 
Military Assistance, P.O. Box 22790, 
Memphis, Tenn. 38112. 


B argain 

BASEMENT ARMORY... 

One of SOF’s primary objectives 
during my recent visit to the remote 
Salvadoran Army cuartel near the 
Honduran border was to establish 
and equip a small-arms repair station 
that would end their dependency on 
the Maestranza. Having already 
done this for the Atlacatl Battalion 
the year before, I had a clear idea of 
what they needed, where to go for it 
and how much to pay. 

Professional gunsmithing 
equipment is best obtained from 
Brownells, Inc. (Dept. SOF, Route 2, 
Box 1, Montezuma, Iowa 50171). 
From Bob Brownell we purchased 
the following: steel wool (medium 
and fine); Moto-Tool kit plus 
accessories (including the #424 
mandrel and #427 polishing point 
for cleaning up the feed ramps on 
Argie High Powers); stainless-steel 
brushes; cotton swabs; 4Vfe and 
6 V 2 -inch flat-nose pliers; curved-nose 


O MEGA 

GROUP... 

Typically, Publisher Robert K. 
Brown was away and missed the 
photo session he ordered up on the 
occasion of Soldier of Fortune's 10th 
Anniversary. Pictured are the staff 
members of Omega Group, Ltd., 
which includes SOF, Guns & Action 
and Combat Weapons magazines, 
and Omega’s mail-order business, 
SOF Exchange. Also away when the 
photo was shot were Alex McColl, 
Nick Nichols, Ralph Bicknell, Steve 
Salisbury, William Guthrie and Bob 
Rolfson. Photo: Dale A. Dye 


needle pliers; gunsmith pin-punch 
set; combination nylon/brass punch 
set; ballpeen, crosspane, brass and 
rawhide hammers; jewelers’ 
screwdriver set; fold-up hex-key tool, 
Loc-tite (medium strength); gunsmith 
needle-file set, Garand trigger-guard 
tool; ceramic stones; bronze vise 
jaws; leather vise pads; Scheutz Ml 6 
wrench; bore light; gunsmith tool kit 
box; 52-bit Magna-tip Master Super 
screwdriver set plus the stubby 
handle; Gun Scrubber; Naval Jelly 
rust dissolver; and Break-Free, 

16-oz. bottle with pump spray. 

Micrometers, calipers, drill bit, 
plier and wooden-handle utility 
screwdriver sets were found at 
amazing prices from Harbor Freight 
Salvage Co. (Dept. SOF, 3491 
Mission Oaks Blvd., Camarillo, 
California 93010). 

Aircraft safety-wire pliers and 
stainless-steel safety wire 
(.030-.032” diameter) for the M60 
GPMG is best ordered from Aircraft 
Components, Inc. (Dept SOF, 700 
North Shore Drive, P.O. Box 1188, 
Benton Harbor, MI 49022 — 
phone: (800) 253-0801). 

Military cleaning rods, chamber 
and bore brushes, .30- and 
.50-caliber headspace and timing 
gauges, broken-case extractors, M60 


and Browning combination tools, 
and other accessories and 
maintenance equipment are 
available at reasonable prices from 
William J. Ricca (Dept. SOF, 323 
Union Street, Stirling, NJ 07980) 
and Sherwood International (Dept. 
SOF, 18714 Parthenia Street, 
Northridge, CA 91324). These 
outfits are also excellent sources for 
military small-arms parts (we 
obtained the M2 HB barrel carrying 
handles from Sarco). 

Specialized supplies, such as 
Quicksilver Engine Cleaner and 
Sweet’s 7.62 Solvent for working on 
really trashed-out bores (the norm in 
El Sal) are handled by Sinclair 
International, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 1200 
Asbury Drive, New Haven, IN 
46774). 

Significant quantities of a 
remarkable new multipurpose 
lubricant with Teflon, Super Lube, in 
spray cans and individual packets, 
were donated by manufacturer, 
Synco Chemical Corp. (Dept. SOF, 
24 Davinci Dr., Bohemia, NY 11716 
— phone: (516) 567-5301 — write 
or call them for a free sample). This 
unique product changes from a 
penetrating spray to a long-lasting 
protective grease coating which 
won’t drip or run. 

Finally, local sources (discount 
hardware outlets) were used to 
provide a metal tool box, extension 
cords, wood-chisel set (used as 
carbon scrapers), Vi-inch electric 
drill, carborundum stones, 
bench-grinder and heavy-duty vise. 
Made-in-Taiwan will do nicely for 
the latter two items at about $35 
each. No need for the $200 
American-made versions. And, don’t 
forget Q-tips (with wooden sticks) 
from your local discount drugstore. 

The entire package can be 
assembled for less than $700, if you 
include all the maintenance kits 

Continued on page 146 
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The Ultimate Survival Knife/Kit 

This deluxe survival knife is the perfect companion 
for hunters, fishermen, campers and just to have 
around the house. 

Quality features include 6" razor sharp blade, 
waterproof 4 V 2 " aluminum hollow handle, (avail¬ 
able in camouflage or black) with liquid filled com- > 

pass, leather sheath with sharpening stone. J 

Survival Kit includes: IO matches, 20” wire saw, 
fishhooks, sinkers, nylon line for fishing, sewing, 

2 large sewing needles can be used for medical 
use and to form a spear for hunting and fishing. 


QNLY $ 19? S EACH 
SPECIAL $ 38. M FOR TWO 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or your money back. 


HOW TO ORDER INFORMATION: 

TO ORDER BY MAIL, USE COUPON OR SEPARATE SHEET. 


MAIL PAYMENT OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION WITH 


EXPIRATION DATE, CARD NUMBER AND SIGNATURE. 


Address___ 

City _State_ Zip. 


Expiration Date 

Authorized Signature. 
Name_ 


Knifeco P.O. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 


Knifeco P.O. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 

Please send me: 

□ 1 Survival Knife @ $19.95 plus $3.00 for shipping 8c handling. 

□ 2 Survival Knives @ $38.00 plus $3.00 for shipping 8c handling. 
Specify: 

□ Camouflage handle with green sheath 8c black coated blade. 

□ Black handle with black sheath 8c stainless blade. 

Florida Resident add 5% sales tax. 

Catalog only $200 □ Free with order 

□ Check enclosed □ Money Order 
Charge my □ MasterCard .dVisa 
Credit Card No. 



SF 










































CLEAN, DRY, AND QUICK ACCESS 


Vectors Cocoon is both a padded 
handgun case and an easy access 
holster. Its storm seal closure shields 
your handgun from dirt and moisture. 
High density foam padding protects 
from bumps and condensation, yet the 
Velcro® seal opens with light finger 
pressure for quick access. A unique web 
ladder adjusts over different size belts...no 
need to thread the belt through. When 
you must draw your handgun from its 
cocoon, you will have no doubts about 
its reliability. Add $2.50 P & H. 


Small (fits .22*38) $17.95, 
Medium (fits .9mm-.45) $18.95, 
Large (fits .357-.44) $19.95 



AN EXTRA PAIR OF HANDS 


Vectors TECH 1 rifle case carries 
your rifle in a foam padded aluminum 
cradle ready for instant access while 
letting you hunt hands free. In good 
weather, leave the case open or in foul 
weather zip it closed to protect your 
weapon and scope from rain, snow or 
dust The weight of the rifle is carried 
comfortably by TECH l’s padded neck 
strap or by attaching directly to the D* 
rings of any Vector or Lowe pack 
shoulder straps. The outside pocket is 
perfect for shells and binoculars. 
Regular: 44" long, Large: 46" long 
$74.95 plus $5.00 P & H. 


(/VECTOR 

y PACK SYSTEMS 

Box 444 Lafayette, CO 80026 (303)665-9220 



A Forum for 

A free exchange of information is 
vital to us as we conduct our daily lives. 

A person who has a variety of informa¬ 
tion available on a given subject can 
use his own native intelligence to form 
the opinions that guide his actions. 
That’s as it should be in a free society. 

Unfortunately, there has been too 
little free exchange of information in 
the country about disturbing subjects 
such as the proper composition and 
construction of fighting knives. That 
situation may have cost lives over the 
years. 

And it’s why I thank God for Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine. 

You would have to have been a cus¬ 
tom knifemaker yourself for the past 
15 years to realize how effectively the 
majority of the contemporary knife 
press in this country is controlled by a 
very small and select group of men. 

This has had a dramatic effect on 
knifemaking as a functional art and 
craft. In some knifemaking circles the 
suggestion has been made that the 
term “fighting knife” may actually be 
giving custom knives a bad name with 
the public and may even be hurting the 
sales of some collector-grade knives. 

In that sort of atmosphere it has 
been difficult and frustrating for the few 
men who continue to struggle and 
make functional combat-grade cutlery 
that will work and won't break. They 
only carry on with the understanding 
that the man in the field may have to 
stake his life on his blade. That critical 
motivation has been forgotten or 
ignored by some. 

The tragedy is that the popular knife 
press — with its almost exclusive 
emphasis over the past decade on 
knives for the collector — has not only 
fostered a school of knifemaking that 
emphasizes art but has also spawned a 
whole generation of knifemakers who 
don't know bow to make a blade that 
will stand the rigors of hand-to-hand 
combat. Most of these makers are well- 
intentioned and honestly don’t realize 
what it takes to make a truly deadly 
and durable edged weapon. 

As a result, knife users have been 
subjected to a mediocre level of per¬ 
formance in combat cutlery. Most of 
the people who carry blades into 


BATTLE 

BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Fighting Knives 




Bill Bagwell turns base metal into 
combat magic at his forge near 
Marietta, Texas. Photo: Bill Guthrie 

harm’s way simply haven’t had ade¬ 
quate information at their disposal to 
make a well-rounded decision about 
the knife they chose. 

This is why I want to publicly thank 
Robert K, Brown and his dedicated 
staff for publishing Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine. It provides a unique oppor¬ 
tunity for me — and other custom 
knifemakers — to air our views and 
opinions. He has provided an abso¬ 
lutely open forum for information. 
There have been no constraints placed 
on what I may say. None whatever. 

Mine is not the only valid voice in 
this field and I’m assured by the maga¬ 
zine’s policy that opposing viewpoints 
will be given space and consideration. 
As a result, people in this country who 
have need of a fine edged weapon can 
be exposed to differing viewpoints 
about combat knives. Men who make 
edged weapons and who have been 
unable to bring their work to the atten¬ 
tion of the public are no longer without 
a way to let people know that they are 
out there. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine has, 
for the past 10 years, been maligned in 
some quarters and misunderstood in 
most. An editorial policy of candor and 
accuracy is not necessarily the way to 
make everyone happy. It is the only 
policy which will enable free men to 
make accurate, considered judgments 
relating to their own well-being and 
that of their nation. Soldier of Fortune 
exemplifies the meaning of freedom of 
the press and I am proud to be a very 
small part of Bob Brown’s team. SOF 
is what freedom is all about. ^ 


16 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 85 





















Ke ep extra cash in your poc/cetf 

Subscribe to SOF, 
get every issue 
& save money too! 

That’s the SOF deal. Subscribe for 
1 year, pay $23.95 and keep over 
$12 extra cash where it belongs ... 
in your pocket. Pocket $28 when 
you subscribe for 2 years at $43.95. 

When you subscribe to SOF you 
save money ... you guarantee that 
each issue of SOF will be delivered 
to your door like clockwork ... you 
make sure you never miss a single, 
exciting issue of SOF ... you’re 
protected by our Money-Back 
Guarantee ... and, most important 
of all, you’ll be a permanent part of 
SOF’s grand tradition! 



Rely on SOF to continue its 10-year-strong commitment to principles you believe 
in. We’ll continue to put our weight behind our veterans, our police forces and a 
strong national defense. We’ll continue to press for resolution of the POW and MIA 
issues. We’re expanding our “hot spot” coverage, we’re intensifying our watch on 
other media, we’re reviewing more books and films that interest our readers and 
we’re pushing hard to test every new weapon that we can lay our hands on, 
regardless of who makes them and what we’ve got to do to get them. 


IF YOU THINK THE LAST 10 YEARS WERE SOMETHING, 
WE GUARANTEE YOU AIN’T SEEN NOTHING YET! 


USE THE CARD AND ACT TODAY. 


AUGUST 85 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 17 
















SIXTH ANNUAL SOF 

CONVENTION 

AND COMBAT WEAPONS 
MILITARY EXPO 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE will 
hold its sixth annual 
convention at the Sahara 
Hotel and Casino, Las 
Vegas, Nevada, 18-22 
September 1985. 
Preregistration fee is $100. 


This provides free admission 
to all seminars. Combat 
Weapons Military Expo, the 
banquet and all convention 
activities, with the exception 
of optional events. All 
conventioneers must 
preregister. Write SOF 
CONVENTION 85, P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306. For 
hotel reservations, call the 
Sahara Hotel and Casino at 
(800) 634-6666 or the El 
Rancho at (702) 796-2222. 


COMBAT WEAPONS MILITARY 
EXPO — Weapons, equipment 
and militaria vendors will display 
their wares on 20-22 September. 

Get a close-up, hands-on view of 
everything from aircraft to SCUBA 
gear, ammo to armor, and starlight 
scopes to IR camouflage. For in¬ 
formation contact William Weber, 
17100 Norwalk Blvd., Suite 116, 
Cerritos, CA 90701. 

FIREPOWER DEMONSTRATION 

— SOFs weapons-demo team will 
once again stage the rock V roll 
show on the firing line. Small-arms 
expert Peter Kokalis will scatter the 
sand with machine guns of nearly 
every description. And blast-master 
John Donovan will demonstrate his 
explosive toys. 



SEMINARS — For the less adven¬ 
turous, SOF will offer a fascinating 
schedule of seminars. Speakers will 
conduct information exchanges on 
such topics as knife fighting, auto¬ 
matic weapons, sniping, the French 
Foreign Legion, Afghanistan, Central 
America and the Middle East. And 
better military intel than you’ll get 
anywhere else without^ security 
clearance. Free to conventioneers — 
$25 for non-conventioneers. 


THREE-GUN MATCH — 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE’S action- 
packed Three-Gun Match, a world- 
class competition involving skill with 
pistol, rifle and shotgun will be held 
at the Desert Sportsman Rifle and 
Pistol Club, 18-20 September. En¬ 
trance is by invitation only and com¬ 
petitors must write for an applica¬ 
tion. Send SASE to Bill Brooks, 
4901 Indian trail, Wilmington, NC 
28403. 



PUGIL-STICK TOURNAMENT — 

Gather every evening at poolside to 
see bloodthirsty bayonet fighters 
swing at each other to XO Dale 
Dye’s exhortations. Five dollars per 
game will put you in the running. 
Sign up at the convention. 

OPERATION HEADHUNTER — 

Tackle rough desert terrain with this 
strenuous five-mile military obstacle 
course. Headhunters must negotiate 
the course by running, climbing, and 
rappelling with seven five-pound 
sandbags on their backs and only 
with the help of map, compass and 
knife. Limit 70 conventioneers. Only 
the fit need apply. For information 
send a large SASE to: ALECTO 
Group, P.O. Box 253, Elkhom, NE 
68022. 


SCUBA CLASS — SOFs 
underwater-demolitions expert John 
Donovan will conduct SCUBA class¬ 
es for the beginning diver. All you 
need is fins, mask and snorkel — 
we’ll provide the rest. Contact John 
Donovan, P.O. Box 486, Danver, IL 
61732 and be PADI certified. 












PARACHUTING COURSE — 

Would-be winged warriors be 
warned! The Phantom Airborne Di¬ 
vision will be conducting parachuting 
courses concurrently with the Con¬ 
vention. Two-day course for novices 
and returning jumpers. For informa¬ 
tion contact Cliff Albright, Phantom 
Division, P.O. Box 22505, 

Memphis, TN 38122. 


RAPPELLING SEMINARS — Pro 

fessional wall-crawler Fritz Borchardt 
will once again be leaping and bound¬ 
ing through his exciting rappelling 
classes. And for those who partici¬ 
pated last year and couldn’t get 
enough, a tactical-rappelling class is 
being offered. Contact Fritz at 
P.O.Box 548, Nederland, CO 80466. 
Please send SASE. 












FULL AUTO 

‘JJ by Peter G. Kokalis 

The M60 Embarrassment 


^^VER the past eight years, SOF’s 
FULL AUTO column has provided the 
world’s most widely read forum for the 
discussion of automatic weapons. I 
have been writing FULL AUTO for the 
last half of that period and have 
noticed the column attracts a wide 
range of interest levels from collectors 
to technologists. Collectors represent a 
significant proportion of those who fol¬ 
low FULL AUTO each month and 
those with a special interest in standard 
machine guns of the world are among 
the most intense fans. They should be 
interested in a historical perspective on 
one of the world’s worst: the U.S. M60 
General Purpose Machine Gun. 

The M60’s dismal history can be in¬ 
directly traced to 1943. American 
ordnance planners had become enam¬ 
ored of the concept of the “general 
purpose machine gun” as cham¬ 
pioned by the Germans with their MG 
34/42 series guns. This was supposed¬ 
ly a machine gun light enough to be 
carried by one man at the squad level 
but capable, when mounted on a tri¬ 
pod, of fulfilling the sustained-fire role. 

The Browning machine guns in U.S. 
service during World War II were 
heavy in comparison to their German 
rivals. The water-cooled M1917A1 
and the air-cooled M1919A4 weighed 

41 lbs. and 31 lbs., respectively. The 
MG 34 weighed 26.5 lbs. and its re¬ 
placement, the MG 42, tipped the 
scales at only 25.5 lbs. In addition, the 
MG 42 made extensive use of easily 
produced, welded and riveted sheet- 
metal pressings. 

A captured MG 42 was fired at Aber¬ 
deen Proving Ground in February 
1943. Although the high cyclic rate 
and several other features were not 
viewed with favor, the many desirable 
characteristics led to a contract with 
Saginaw Steering Gear Division of 
General Motors Corporation for the 
development of two models of what 
was called the T24 light machine gun 
— essentially a conversion of the MG 

42 to caliber .30-06. 

A year later, a 10,000-round endur¬ 
ance test was started on the T24 at 
Aberdeen. The test was suspended af¬ 
ter only 1,483 rounds had been fired 
with 50 malfunctions (mostly failures to 
eject). Subsequent studies indicated 
that the receiver had not been length¬ 
ened sufficiently to allow for the differ¬ 
ence in length between the German 
7.92mm cartridge and the U.S. caliber 
.30 M2 round. In addition, the rear lugs 
on the bolt body had not been formed 
far enough to the rear to allow the bolt 
sufficient space to recoil completely be¬ 
hind the ejection port in the bottom of 
the receiver, and the receiver yoke in¬ 
terfered with the cartridge guide plate 
by almost a quarter of an inch. Finally, 
the retracting handle had been made 



The M60 GPMG mounted on the 
M122 tripod. Photo: Peter Kokalis 


An M60 gunner from the Atlacatl 
Battalion waits for the Gs in El 
Salvador’s deep bush. Photo: Peter 
Kokalis 



too short and thus interfered with the 
bolt during the recoil stroke. As exten¬ 
sive re-design would have been re¬ 
quired, the project was terminated. 

Concurrently, a Colt design based 
on the BAR, with modifications pro¬ 
posed by Springfield Armory, Auto- 
Ordnance Corporation and High Stan¬ 
dard, called the T23, was also proving 
unsatisfactory. 

An interim solution was sought by 
adoption of the M1919A6 on 17 
February 1943. This was nothing more 
than the excellent M1919A4 equipped 
with a folding bipod, sheet-metal butt¬ 
stock, light barrel, carrying handle and 
muzzle-booster cap/flash suppressor to 
increase the reserve power of the gun. 
Dependable and rugged, it was far su¬ 
perior to any other light machine gun 
tested. Unfortunately, the complete 
package weighed 32.5 lbs. 

The first direct step in the develop¬ 
ment of the M60 was the design of the 
T44 7.92mm machine gun. This was, 
in essence, the German FG 42 (FaJJ- 
schirmjager Gewehr — paratrooper 
rifle —1942) with the MG 42 belt-feed 
mechanism mounted to the left side of 
the receiver. For this project the U.S. 


Ordnance Corps called upon the 
Bridge Tool & Die Works of Philadel¬ 
phia — a firm that was long on en¬ 
gineering talent but had no previous 
weapons or end-user experience. The 
T44 machine gun (not to be confused 
with the T44 rifle which eventually be¬ 
came the M14), proved to be too light 
for the sustained-fire role and never 
went beyond the prototype stage. 

By 1948, Bridge had fabricated the 
first model of a machine gun called the 
T52 under the supervision of their 
Chief Engineer, Lewis E. Sauerwein, 
Jr. Once again emphasis was placed 
on the salient features of both the FG 
42 and the MG 42. Extensive use was 
made of formed sheet-metal compo¬ 
nents. The feed system and trigger 
mechanism of the MG 42, in modified 
form, were incorporated. The FG 42’s 
operating rod and rotating bolt, origi¬ 
nally taken from the World War I Lewis 
gun, were also altered and used. 

The T52 was changed a number of 
times, finally resulting in a prototype 
called the T52E5. The first version — 
called the T52E1 — had a wooden 
forearm and buttstock. The trigger¬ 
housing assembly, bipod, muzzle de¬ 
vice and front sight were those of the 
FG 42. By the time of the T52E3, the 
wooden parts had been replaced with 
stamped sheet metal. Eventually, rub¬ 
ber coverings were used on metal parts 
handled by the operator to reduce heat 
transfer. The T52E3 was developed in 
both light-barrel and heavy-barrel ver¬ 
sions. Disintegrating “push-through” 
links (later adopted as the M13 link) 
were designed. The headspace was 
fixed (always a bone of contention with 
the Browning machine guns) and the 
barrel was of the quick-change type. 
Operation was by a rather unique gas- 
expansion and cut-off system. 

After the T52E5 appeared, a mass- 
production feasibility study was con¬ 
ducted by the Inland Division of the 
General Motors Corporation, an ex¬ 
perienced defense contractor. The In¬ 
land version was called the T16E3. 
Service tests were conducted at Fort 
Benning and at Fort Greely, Alaska. 
Weighing 23 lbs. and chambered for 
the 7.62x51mm NATO (T65) car¬ 
tridge, it was type-classified by the 
Army Ordnance Corps as the M60 

Continued on page 147 
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SHERWOOD...PRODUCT'S 
WITH A FORWARD VIEW 


NEW MILITARY 
CLOTHING AND HATS 


If not certain about size, send measurements. 

□ ORIGINAL G.l. 5 BUTTON SWEATER $19.95 
100% Acrylic in O.D. or Black. S, M, L or XL. 

□ U.S.M.C. SHOOTING JACKET $29.00 

O.D. green-blue-black, woodland camo, tiger 
stripe, day desert. Padded elbows and shoulders, 
button front, bi-swing back (L&XLJ. 

FSN 8415-082-2888 



MA-1 U.SAF. 
FLYING JACKET 




□ MA-1 US A F FLYING JACKET $44.95 

Nylon Shell w/reversible international orange 
lining Two inner & two outer pockets, zipped 
pocket & pen holders on left sleeve Knit col¬ 
lar. cuffs & waistband Specify black or sage 
green FSN 16!5-522-6014 Sizes XS. S. M. L. 


add S5 00 for XL 

□ O.D. GREEN RIP-STOP $26.95 ea 

PANTS OR JACKETS ONLY 100% COTTON 
THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are reinforced at all 


stress points — knees, backside, elbows, etc Made 
of heavy duty construction. 50% cotton/50% nylon. 
Jackets have 4 pockets, pants have 6 pockets with 
adjustable waist straps, belt loops and ankle draw 
strings, 

□ DAY DESERT CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 

FATIGUES Latest Issue FSN 8415-01-102-6766 

S. M. L. add S4 00 for XL 

□ DAY DESERT PANTS or JACKET ONLY $28.95 ea 
S. M. L add S2 00 for XL 

□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $49.9S/set 

FATIGUES Latest Issue FSN 8415-01-084 1647 

S. M. L. add S4 00 for XL 

□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $28.95 ea 

PANTS or JACKET S, M. L. 
add S2 00 for XL 

□ "BOONIES" ORIGINAL G. 

CAMO JUNGLE HAT 
With large brass screen vents. Specify. Wood¬ 
land. Day Desert, 0.0 Green or USMC Camp 
Sizes; 7, 7V* , 7Vj. 7 3 A 

□ ELIMINATOR BOOT $89.95 



A sturdy, comfortable boot for all types of situations. 
Rugged, oil resistant, non-slip Vibram outsole. 
Approx. 12 oz. total weight. 8"high with firm padded 
ankle collar Indicate size; Regular/Wide 8-13.^size 



CHAMPION IN THE LIGHT¬ 
WEIGHT DIVISION 

Constructed of durable, 
space-age Gortex and 
nylon Cordura fabrics. 


100% waterproof 
U.S. made 


COMBAT KNIVES & BAYONETS 

□ ORIGINAL U.S. M 1943 MACHETE $13.00 

new with scabbard 18" blade 

□ GERBER MARK I SURVIVAL KNIFE $49.50 

Comes with combination boot/belt scabbard, 
quick release strap & double edged tempered 
4%" blade 

□ USMC COMBAT KNIFE $22.00 

Parkerized 7" blade original G.l. w/leather sheath; 



This Medical-Survival Kit is so light it floatsl The water 
tight handle is imprinted with Morse Code and 
Emergency Rescue Signals. Fluid filled compass 
included. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

□ NEW 1985 ISSUE ORIGINAL Gl SLEEPING BAG 

1) Mountain, M1949 Sleeping Bag, FSN 8465-242- 
7855. Temperature range from -14° to +50T 
(“26° to -H0°C). $59.95 

2) Intermediate Cold, Type l r FSN 8465-518-2804. 
Temperature range from -40° to -HOT (-40° 
to —I2°C|. $89.95 

3| Extreme Cold. Type 11. FSN 8465-518-2804. 
Temperature range from -HOT (-12°C) and 
below $199.95 

□ SLEEPING BAG COVERS $14.00 



□ US. GJ. SLEEPING PAD $11.95 

Latest 1985 Issue. Replaces former leaky air 
mattresses. Lightweight roll-up design, 8" Diameter 
roiled up. Overall Dimensions 24"Wx6'2"L. Perfect 
for camping or backpacking. 18.5 oz, 

□ ORIGINAL U.S. ARMY $5.95 ca or $30.00/6 
FLASHLIGHTS 

2 cell. Extra H.D, flashlight. O.D color, water¬ 
tight. belt clip, spare bulb and 3 extra lenses. 

Batt. not included. FSN 6230-264-8261 

□ G.l. LENSATIC COMPASS $34.95 

Comes with neck strap & G.l. nylon carrying case. 
FSN 6605-151-5337 

UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 


For the Outdoorsman 
□ MILITARY STYLE GUN CARRYING CASES 
Heavy Dufy , water repellent, mildew resistant. 



□ Ml GARAND, M-14/Ml A. FN FAL $29.95 

46” length 

□ COLT ARI5, HK 91/93 44" length $26.95 

□ CAR15, ARI80, 36" length $24.95 

□ MINI 14, Ml CARBINE, $21.95 

REM 870 42" length 

□ UZI, MAC’S, MP-5, 28" length $22.50 

□ COLT GOV'T MODEL or C.C. $ 9.95 

□ CONVERT-A-KIT 


Convertsyour AR-7 into a Carbine. 

• Made of ABS lightweight plastic compounds 

• Installs in minutes and is easily removable 

• Advanced design barrel guard $32.95 


* 

♦ 

* 
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□ KHAKI WATCH by HAMILTON 

Water resistant, shock resistant, 2 nylon web 
bands olive & khaki, and a one year mfg, warranty. 

Our price $58.50 Retail $70.00 SAVE *11.50 

□ NEW Quartz model w/ca!endaralso available 

for ONLY $69.00 Retail S79.95 SAVE $10.95 

□ US. AIR FORCE FISHING $16.95 

SURVIVAL KIT 4Vi" x 2 3 /4" x \" 

FSN 7810-558-2685 for fresh or salt water fishing. 

□ PAC-AX $24.95 


This Axe can safely open and close for easy carrying 
in a belt-loop pouch. Open length IIV 2 " cutting 
edge 2 V 2 " 



Over Forty-Thousand Volts of Electricity in the palm 
of your hand. This XR-5000 is a civilian service unit, 
safe and effective as an excellent alternative to a 
gun. It comes complete with a 9V Nickel-Cadmium 
battery, recharging unit and carrier with belt clip. 
Measuring 6"x2y4"xrand weighing only 8 ozs. 

GUN BOOKS & 

MILITARY MANUALS 

□ U.S. RIFLE MI4, R. BLAKE STEVENS $34.95 
340 PGS. HARDCOVER, illustrated. 

Covers complete evolution of M-!4 
from initial M-l Garand modifications 
to the specialized M-21 sniper rifles. 

□ A CATALOGUE COLLECTION OF 20TH CENTURY 


WINCHESTER REPEATING 


ARMS CO. $29.95 

by Roger C. Rule 

This volume contains a large 
format, individual photographs 
of every firearms mode! in this 

20th. / 

Ce.u&uy 

time frame (from the Turn-of- 

f w 

the-Century to the Great 

M hwoftsmt 

Depression). Hardbound 

Deluxe Edition. 

5 


CATALOG 

Everything is here, hard to find parts, accessories & 
gear. Please send a dollar (Refundable on first order) 
to cover our postage & handling. Catalog is free 
with order. 

ORDERING 

Minimum order is $10. All major credit cards, checks & 
money orders are accepted. Please write credit card in¬ 
formation down with signature and exp. date along 
with order on another sheet or xerox and use these 
pages as your order form. Be sure to include the proper 
shipping, insurance & handling charges Calif, residents 
add 6te% sales tax. If you’re not sure about sizes send 
your measurements. Thank you! Calif, residents 
or for info, call 818-349-7600 
Send to: Sherwood international 

18714 Parthenia St., SF8 Northridqe, California 91324 

SHERWOOD 

International Export Corporation 

8004235237 

© 1985 Sherwood International 
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OFFICERS 

SWAGGER 

STICKS 

HAND STICHED 
LEATHER COVERED 
SWAGGER CANE 
$24.50 Black 24"long 

MALACCA SWAGGER 
24", $12.50 
BLACKTHORN 
SWAGGER 

24", $12.50 

Status, Style, Authority! 


THE DUTCHMAN SAYS ORDER TOLL FREE 1 (800) 821-5157 

THE QUEENSLAND BUTCHER 

The Knife That Tamed Australia 


$36 postpaid 


FREE Leather Sheath 



• S ^ 






A Dutchman Exclusive. THE QUEENSLAND BUTCHER, also known as the Bushman’s Friend. 
Friend Indeed—this knife was official issue to English pioneers settling Australia in the 1850’s. A 
tough breed requiring an even tougher knife. Made of the finest Sheffield steel, the Queensland 
Butcher proved Its mettle in the wild outback, a trusted companion against nature, animal and 
human attackers. Its Sheffield steel blade measures 5%", tapered and honed to a razor-sharp 
edge. The tang runs full length of the handle, fastened with three brass rivets. The handle comes 
from the root of luxurious Australian Rosewood, a hardwood of undeniable strength and beauty. 
Overall knife length is 10", weighs about 6 ounces. Following the same design since 1850, the 
Queenland Butcher is a knife for all time. Balance and feel as comfortable as any knife you’ll ever 
own. Quantities are limited. $36.00 each and that Includes a leather sheath. Two for $33.50 each. 


The Dutchman Congratulates Soldier of Fortune 
for Ten Great Years! Here’s looking forward to the 
next ten... 


BEAU GESTE 


DAGGER CANE 

Head Knocker dagger 
cane. Fashioned from 
Legionaire bayonets. 
Dagger measures 11 /r 
with a silver hand grasp¬ 
ing the handle. French 
made. A work of art but 
all business 36" length. 
$124.00 




$12.50 


FAMOUS 
BLUE STREAK® 
RESCUE LIGHT 

93,000 Candlspower from only Bix standard flashlight 
battarlasl Thousands add to police, fire departments, 
SWAT teamB, rescue squads, hunters & outdooramen. Its 
tremendous plsrclng beam on land cuts through fog and 
smoke. Made to take the most rugged abuae. Smooth Blue 
Streak polypropylene finish Is almost Impossible to break. 
Previously sold for $16.95, Dutchman buying powtr low- 
srs the price to $12.50 for one. $22.00 tor two (SI 1.00 each), 
$40.00 for four ($10.00 each) and $54.00 for six ($9.00 


BRANDY CANES 

FIVE secret flasks inside 
black anodized aluminum 
shafts. Your choice knob 
top (gold color) or curved 
(black color) handles. 
$24.50 each. 


Krypton 
SUPER BULB 


Amazing Krypton delivers 
dazzling blue-white light and 
lots of It — up to three times as 
much usable light as standard 
flashlight lamps. Secret Is In 
the filament. Krypton lets the 
bulb burn hotter to pul out 
more light. Put a Krypton 
Super Bulb In a Blue Streak 
light and the results are as- 
tonishingl Special washers 
(provided) let you focus the 
beam from flood to piercing, 
pin-point accuracy. Kryp¬ 
ton bulbs available In 2-celi 
through 7-cell sizes, will fit 
any flashlight that uses a 
standard-base (PR-base) lamp. 
When ordering specify cell size 
and type of batteries (alkaline 
or carbon-zinc). One bulb, 
$9.95, three for $24.00 ($8.00 
each) and six for $39.00 ($6.50 
each). 



SPECIAL OFFER: Order a Blue Streak^ Rescue Light and 6-cell 
Krypton Super Bulb combo and pay just $18.45 for the entire 
package. You save $4.00. 


Here’s the hottest hat in America — the INDIANA JONES® 
Authentic Hat. Just like the hat worn in the movie INDIANA 
JONES AND THE TEMPLE OF DOOM®. It’s genuine fur 
felt, fully lined. Mystery & romance, a sure lady killerl S, M, 
L & XL, see size chart for your size. $22.50. 


THE DUTCHMAN SAYS ORDER TOLL FREE 1 (800) 821-5157 
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THE DUTCHMAN SAYS ORDER TOLL FREE 1 (800) 821-5157 
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SPRING LOADED 

STEEL 

WHIP 

6' closed,.. 
ZAP! 

15* coiled 
STEEL 
protection 

$19.50 

Postpaid 


SILVER 

GUARDIAN 

Good-looking sllverplate 
outside... All Business 
Carbon STEEL inside 

SPRING LOADED 
Fast Release $ 2 5 
French made 


SAP 

GLOVES 


INVISIBLE) 

LEAD 



$59.50 

Full trigger-finger dexterity 


Cleverly sewn into each glove is 8 ounces of lead, so evenly dis¬ 
tributed that it is impossible to tell from any fine quality pair of 
gloves. They are soft and comfortable, and well worth the price 
even if they did not carry the special ’ punch" inside their back and 
knqckles. Normally not available except to policy departments, 
and possible not for long from us. We made a lucky buy and when 
these are sold we may not be able to get any more. Quantity is limit¬ 
ed. Specify small, medium and large. 


DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 
The vansieek FABfOON a 

lisfil 


Receptivity plus convenient size. 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc¬ 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans¬ 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro¬ 
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel¬ 
oped of the sound devices. 


FOON 


$148 

postpaid 



THE VanSleek 
FARFOON 






Hears 


Whisper 


Earth 


NEW! 


than TWO Football Fields 

•SOUND CUT-OUT' CIRCUIT 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1 (800) 821-5157 


BIONIC EAR $68 

Our price $68 and that includes ship¬ 
ping. Optional booster $39. Our Bionic 
Ear also comes with a built-in tape jack 



NOVA XR5000 


STUN GUN 


FREE Leather Holster 


STUN GUN will instantly 
“scramble” an attacker’s 
nervous system causing 
immediate — (temporary) 
paralysis! By simply touch¬ 
ing your attacker anywhere 
he will drop helpless even 
through many layers of clo¬ 
thing. But not lethal. 


$63 


50,000 VOLTS! 



Because your safety may someday 
depend upon the current available 
from the battery that powers this unit, 
Nova Technologies, Inc. strongly rec¬ 
ommends that you equip your XR5000 
with a rechargeable 9-volt Nickel- 
Cadmium battery. Rechargeable set 
Includes single charger, module and 
one 9-volt battery. 

Charger & battery $16 


rechargeable 
battery set 


‘This Is the authentic AMERICAN 
MADE Nova XR5000. Beware of Im- 
mltatlons now on the market. Every 
Nova XR5000 we ship contains war¬ 
ranty and Instructions from Nova 
Technologies, Austin, Texas, your 
assurance this is the genuine article. 



Order Toll Free 
1 (800) 821-5157 

MC/Visa COD 
Check MO 

Please ship: 


The Dutchman 

Dept. DE8 

9071 Metcalf Suite 158 
Overland Park, KS 66212 


Name_ 

Street_ 

City_ 

State_ 


W© Pay Shipping 
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WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY EQUIPMENT 


1375 N WILSON ROAD RADCUFF, KENTUCKY 40160 



JUNGLE HAMMOCK-GENUINE ISSUE 
If you want the real Vietnam Jungle Hammock 
then you have found it. We discovered and 
purchased this group of unissued and authentic 
hammocks, They are strong and ready for service 
even after 13 years. Supplies are limited and this 
Is the last batch of these rare hammocks. 
SF13-1037.. ,...$99.95 


MILITARY 
MAP TEMPLATE 
Provides U.S. and NATO 
military symbols along 
with a protractor for 
reading of Intersections 
and resections on military 
maps. Convenient 

1:50,000 grid aids in 
reading and estimating sis 
and eight digit coor¬ 
dinates. Includes handy 
scales for Inches and 
millimeters. Flexible 
plastic for maximum 
durability. Fits easily in the Army BDU and 


USMC utility shirt pockets. 



GERMAN STYLE MAP CASE 
Developed by U.S. Troops while on field duty in 
Germany. Clear, pliable acetate with a full length 
zipper, 24x34”. Olive drab binding. 

SF07-1142.$12.95 




MRE’S (MEAL, READY TO EAT) 

Taste the newest official military rations; MRE! 
Flavorful meal pack includes a meat entree, 

cracker pack, cheese spread, mixed fruit, 

beverage powder, spoon, coffee,cream substitute, 
sugar, candy, salt, 
matches and toilet tissue. 
Contents vary slightly with 
different entrees. Each 
meal is packaged in a 
sealed plastic envelope. 
Case of 12 meals. 

......,$69.95 






EXPLORER SURVIVAL KNIFE 
For men who must live off the land and cope with 
any situation. 5Vi” black blade of440C Stainless 
steel. Blade is complete with saw, barbed wire 
cutter, clinometer and distress code. Knuckle 
guard on the handle. Endcap, which can be used 
as a hammer, also encloses a compass and hollow 
handle filled With survival necessities, including 
the morse code. Scabbard has hidden sharpening 
stone and screwdriver. Virtually indestructible. 
SF07-2059 . .$149.95 


U.S.M.C. 

DRILL INSTRUCTOR 
BULLDOG 

You can’t defeat his steely - 
eyed stare. Obviously he 
means business and you 
must obey every command he 
would “bark” out, if only he 
could. Soft plush with 
U.S.M.C. red shirt. Brown 
felt hat with chin strap. 18”. 
SF07-2791.......... $29.95 


NIGHT WATCH 


Intruder detection system designed to alert you 
when someone has entered your area, campsight, 
home or farm. Once a tripwire perimeter lias been 
established, you can relax. Comes complete with 
system black box, 8,000 feet of ultra-thin wire and 
earphone (used if you don’t want the audible 
alarm). Two circuits 3x4xl‘/2”. 7 ounces. 
SF05-1339....*. .$79.95 


GENUINE ISSUE MILITARY COT 
This Is the sophisticated new military’ 
cot. The bed is made of fully taped and 
reinforced olive drab nylon. The frame 
is extruded aluminum with smooth 
nylon end-caps. Don’t confuse this cot 
with surplus cots of the past made of 
wood that rots or canvas that rots. 
NSN 7105-00-935-0422. 78x30x17”. 
Folds to 37x9x4”. Genuine military. 
SF05-0989 



G. GORDEN L1DDY POSTER 
A coy smile greets you as you unroll this beautiful 
full color poster of one of today’s most contro¬ 
versial figures. Mr. Llddy Is dressed in a business 
suit and appears to be ready to give the viewer 
the business end of an UZI. Autograph printed 
across lower portion of poster. 17x22”. 
SF07-2235.$7.50 


is. 

WORLDS FINEST Mini ARY EQUIPMENT 

1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCUFF, KY 40160 
PHONE C 502)351-1164 



QTY 

NUMBER 

DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR 

PRICE 





















Q >71 fiDOtm $300 fW A YE AITS CATALOG SUBSfflPUOH. 



f~] CHECK Q ORDFR V SUBTOTAL 

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ ft. -ft. 



4 

.95 

c ^ FDlT INSURANCE 

CAHD NO- KENTUCKY 



EXP. 

-' Al :_ ADD 5% TAX 


TOTAL 
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SOF GRENADA 


GUNS OF 
GRENADA 

Communist Cache 
in the Caribbean 


O NE way you can tell a Workers’ Para¬ 
dise is by the guns that guard the gates. 
Like Chicken Man, they’re everywhere. 
State Security thugs have them. Vodka- 
soaked soldiers have them. Even “con¬ 
struction worker^” like the ones Castro sent 
to peaceful Grenada have them. 

If you want to eliminate a Workers’ Para¬ 
dise forming in your backyard, you simply 
take the guns away from the construction 
workers and disarm the radicals sworn to 
protect them like the Revolutionary- Military 
Council of Grenada’s New Jewel Move¬ 
ment. At that point — if you’re still in¬ 
terested after the smoke of a successful 
combat operation has cleared — you’ve got 
to get into the area and examine the weapons 
to see how the communists export world 
revolution. 

Most Americans who anxiously followed 
the Grenada operation via the minuscule 
access allowed to the media realized mili¬ 
tary units from neighboring island-states 
joined U.S. soldiers and Marines in wrest¬ 
ing Grenada from communist control and 
rescuing American students at the island’s 
medical school. But few realized the extent 
to which the tiny, idyllic island had become 
an armed camp thanks to Soviet puppets in 
Cuba. That’s because they couldn’t analyze 
the guns before the Workers’ Paradise was 
plastered by our troops. 

That’s also why SOF correspondents 
rushed to the island as soon as we could get 
them there. We knew better than to trust the 
hastily obtained TV, newswire and DOD 
pictures of weapons caches on Grenada for 
the real story of Soviet influence in the area. 
Most reporters think all guns are the same. 
They aren’t. I intended to prove that with a 
trip to Grenada almost before the smoke of 
battle had cleared. 

Weapons location and identification was 
a priority when I rushed off an Air Force 
Hercules on Grenada’s airstrip and slipped 
away from escorts to begin my own inves¬ 
tigation. I wanted to know what kind of 
hardware was on site, and what means the 
invasion force had considered necessary to 
neutralize enemy weapons. 

Feeling a little like an archeologist, I 


by Robert R. Brown 

found the Guns of Grenada could be clearly 
traced through three distinct layers relating 
to development of the island and the arrival 
of the communists. My list had three col¬ 
umns titled Pre-communist, Communist 
and (happily) Post-communist. 

Pre-communist Grenada was — accord¬ 
ing to its guns — an idyllic, post-colonial 
tourist island whose major security prob¬ 
lems were posed by intoxicated natives and 
the ever-present threat of post-examination 





Multibarreled 23mm anti-aircraft guns were 
another gift from the Soviets to the people 
of Grenada. 


Brown inspects cases of shiny new Soviet FI 
grenades. 



riots at the medical school. Available guns 
were limited to used British police 
weapons. They were bolstered by a couple 
of World War I-vintage LMGs which likely 
constituted the Grenadan police version of 
coastal artillery. 

Webley break-open revolvers chamber¬ 
ing .455 Brit ammo — fitted with lanyards 
and loops — were a large part of the Pre¬ 
communist artifacts I found. Over beer pro¬ 
vided by grateful natives I conjured up im¬ 
ages of the saddle-soaped British colonial 
officers who carried such weapons. Leften- 
ant Fauntleroy-Smithers stands boldly be¬ 
fore his cowering troops with one hand on 
his hip and his Webley in the military target- 
rest position. 

“Jenkins, if you don’t return to that 
trench, I shall have to shoot you!” You get 
the picture. 

Pre-communist Grenadan security 
policemen also had a good supply of Federal 
Laboratories 203A 38mm Riot Guns. In the 
U.S. the term usually means a lethal scatter- 
gun for SWAT teams, but in peaceable Pre¬ 
communist Grenada these “Riot Guns” 
fired nothing more dangerous than CS gas, 
probably designed to quell rowdy bands of 
celebrating medical students. For heavier 
duties, the Grenadan police had a few Lewis 
guns. 

From a childhood spent watching war 
movies in theaters, I developed an irrational 
affection for the British MG that looks so 
much like a truck axle with a pie plate on 
top. Lawrence of Arabia would have felt 
right at home with the guns of Pre¬ 
communist Grenada. 

Then came the commies. 

American students on the island said the 
island changed character when the Cubans 
arrived to bolster Maurice Bishop and his 
Marxist New Jewel pals. Castro’s minions 
brought the second layer in the Guns of 
Grenada. The island arsenals began to swell 
with ComBloc weapons ranging from infan¬ 
try rifles and anti-tank weapons to heavy 
A A cannon and armored cars. Then there 
was that lo-o-o-ong airstrip. Only the 82nd 
Airborne and the 24th Marine Amphibious 
Unit prevented the addition of MiGs. 

But the New Jewel crazies and their 
Cuban supporters were fomenting revolu¬ 
tion on Grenada. And what weapon symbol¬ 
izes revolution? The AK! If you said any¬ 
thing else, go buy a copy of Good House¬ 
keeping and let me get on with this narra¬ 
tive l found crates of Moscow Typewriters 
. . . over 1,600 of them on Grenada. 

The communists had supplied plenty of 
ammo for them. DOD figures indicate cap¬ 
ture of more than 5 million rounds of .30- 
cal. cartridges. Even discounting some 
rounds designed for a few .303 British En- 
fields, some .30-cal. Carbines and 7.62mm 
Russian Rimmed for several Mosin- 
Nagants dug up by U.S. troops, there were 
still millions of rounds of 7.62mm Com- 
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We’re 
America’s 
Army & Navy 
Store!! 
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Our new 1985 catalog — 

over 70 pages filled with genuine 
military clothing, gear, equipment 
and insignia. 

$2.00/each; free with any order. 


We’re Not The Cheapest!! But Then, We’re Not Trying To Be. 

For over 65 years the Kaufman name has been respected for offering the finest in genuine 
military goods and insignia. Our committment to first rate service is legendary. Our service 
policy means: 

• All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business day regardless of whether 
you pay by check, money order, credit card or C.O.D. (There is a C.O.D tee of $4.00 in ad- 
dilmn to the regular shipping). 

* Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Department. Well not only be glad 


Kaufman’s is a mail order firm 
with a unique philosophy. 

We’re fully Customer Service 
oriented. This means immedi¬ 
ate shipment; unconditional 
guarantee; toll free lines for 
orders, inquiries or complaints. 

As you deal with us you’ll begin 
to see how our philosophy af¬ 
fects the way you’re treated. 


to lake your orders (every firm with an 800 number will do that) but well also be happy to 
answer your questions. Whether you’re calling to ask about our merchandise or the status 
of ari order you placed, we guarantee friendly, courteous service. 

No, we’re not the cheapest. But you get what you pay for If you order the cheapest you 
may wait a long time lor delivery of something you may ultimately be unhappy with. If you 
order from Kaufman’s you'll see why top quality merchandise and first rate service (with a 
Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze the most value out of every 
dollar you spend Call Toll Free 1 -800-545-0933 
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These ’Boonie Hats" are the real thing!! Brand new, complete with 
brass screened eyelets, cartridge holder hat band (except Dessert Camo) 
and chin strap Choose between 

□ Leaf pattern camouflage, Gl ripstop; 100% cotton as used in 

Vietnam. Genuine Gl.,. S14.00/aach. 

□ Woodland Pattern camo, army’s latest Issue; 50% cotton/50% 

nylon Genuine Gl $12.25/0ach. 

□ Desert camouflage; just issued to the U S. Rapid Deployment 

Forces. 50% cotton/50% nylon; Genuine Gl. SI 2.25/each. 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green; 100% cotton Gl ripstop as used in early 

Vietnam Genuine Gl S14.00/each. 

The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at $7.00/each. Select: □ Leaf Camouflage Pattern 

□ Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern 
[ j Olive Drab Green (DD) 

□ Desert Tan 

□ Desert Camouflage 

□ Black 


& 


Offer good for this issue of 
Soldier of Fortune only!!! To 
get sale price you MUST men¬ 
tion this issue of SOF Offer 
good only thru Sept 30.1985 



Specify size: S(7); M(7V4); 
L (7V5z); XL (7V 4 ). 


GENUINE (iI 


□ Distress Marker 
Rescue Strobe Light— 

This is a high intesity strobe beacon which 
penetrates ram and fog and is visible for 
distances up to 15 miles. Standard pilot 
survival gear, this light is about the size of 
a pack of cigarettes (f x 2 x 4 V? ) ye r 
it puts out a dazzling white flash (250.000 
lumens) 50 times per minute tor up to 9 hours. 
The unit is waterproof and shockproof. Sold 
complete wtth case and 1 battery 09.50/each, 
fl Replacement Batteries lor Strobe Light 
... $10.75/each 


Tgnef 


□ Black Commando 
Dog Tag Set — 

A Kaufman’s Exclusive 

2 Gl stainless steel tags, specialty treated to be non glare Hat 
black plus 2 black (4" and 24") ball chains $5.00/**1 

□Regulation Gl Dog Tags- 

set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 

stainless chains (4" and 24”)... $3.O0/Mdi 

Want us to print them? WE’LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
spaces per line. 

□Printing ... enty 51.00 p*f tag (S 2.00 ptr set) 


PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING OROERS BY TELEPHONE. 


□ Military Elite Distinctive Dog Tags- 
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All Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours 


Tie 


□ US Navy Style Commander’s 
Cap with’Scrambled Egg' Visor 

This cap features a mesh back 
and fully adjustable headband to fit all heads 
comfortably. Choose: Navy Blue or Black 
^ Accoutromtitf $5.75/each 

TW 

w 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


ISss 0 " 5 



We’ve taken the official distinctive insignia of elite professional troops 
and affixed them to a genuine Gl tag. Sold with 4" stainless 
chain...perfect for use as a keychain or worn with your dog tag set. 

Chant the rite dng tig of: Special Forcti; Alrtiom/RanRore; 
Paratroopers; USMC Rtcon; USMC Glob* A Anchor; 101 st Airborne; 
or 82 nd Airborne Jfi.DO/aach. 


■Dog Tag Silencers 

tor tags. . 


black, non glare rubber bumpers 

.$ 1 . 00 /pair 


□ Angle Head Flashlite- 

This is the heavy duty (timmironn 


Done" 


SHIPPING COST 


GRE* 


olive drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units. 

__ The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 

\ 0 ^4 /) Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each different lenses which can be easily installed or 

Two great things about our ties: order. Amoun’s shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender for 

Rrtt, they’re made especially for us in the USA and handling hands free operation: operates on 2 standard 0 cell 

from genuine Gl woodland camo material of 50% Orders up to $10.00 S3.00 batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb 


cotton/50% nylon so they can be washed or dry cleaned. Orders from $10 01 fo 20.00 
Second, they go equally well with anything in your wardrobe. Orders from $20.01 fo 35.00 
from your most formal blue pin stripe suit to your Hawaiian Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 
shirt with the tunny looking fishes on it. Orders from $50 01 to 70.00 

Chorea from; Pointed and (traditional and conservative) or Orders from $70.01 to 90 00 
Straight End (punk and iconoclastic). . $9.95/oich; Orders over $90.00 

2 lor $18.95. Cinwfiin Ontare Saml double Amount Indicated. 


3.75 Brand new, sold in the Gl box 
4.50 $6.50/each; 2 for SI2.25. 

jj;g NevAr/vee' 

7.25 □ Camouflage Angle Head Flashlight— styled exactly as 
8.00 above except that switch is protected and body is in new Woodland 
Camouflage Pattern, Brand New . . . *g.95/eaeh; 2tor*18.95. 



ORDER TOLL FREE 1 -800-545-0933—CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Time) *-*-**4 
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Bloc. Maybe Castro was worried about frat 
parties at the med school getting out of 
hand. The ammo came to Grenada in crates 
marked “RICE.” That’s right. Fifty 
pounds of rice in a one-cubic-foot box. Who 
would be suspicious? 

Second-rank communist weapons were 
also deep in the second layer of the Guns of 
Grenada — RMC militia were issued 
Mosin-Nagants and SKSs — but the real 
proof of communist intentions on the island 
lay closer to the top. Stacked on the cases of 
grenades and around the multibarreled 
23mm AA guns were lots of first-line RPG- 
7s. Since they had anti-armor weapons, the 
Grenadan communists apparently decided 
they also needed at least two BTR-60 IFVs. 

As you connect the dots, this spot-check 
of the improved inventory draws an ugly 
picture. The Grenadan armory changed 
over a period of months from a modest arms 
locker — with probably fewer than 1,000 
small arms — to an arsenal capable of 
equipping well over 10 percent of Grena- 


GRENADA’S ARMS 
INVENTORY 

Rifles and Machine Guns 

Soviet AK-47 Assault Rifles 1,626 
Soviet 7.62mm PKM Machine Guns 9 


Czech Model 52 Rifles 

1,120 

Enfield Rifles 

58 

Simonov Carbines (SKS) 

4,074 

Bren LMGs 

2 

Mosin-Nagant Rifles 

2,432 

M3 AI S ubmachine Guns 

32 

Sterling Submachine Guns 

55 

Sten Mkll Submachine Guns 17 

Soviet PPSh41 Submachine Guns 180 

Miscellaneous Sidearms 

300 

.22 Caliber Rifles 

31 

Shotguns 

300 

Crew Served Weapons 

73mm SPG-9 Recoilless Guns 8 

ZU~23mm Anti-Aircraft Guns 12 

DShK 12.7mm Machine Guns 1 

Soviet 82mm Mortar 

10 

Ammunition 


7.62mm 5,516,600 rds. 

73mm 

162 rds. 

82mm Mortar 

8,962 rds. 

14.5mm 

2,320 rds. 

12.7mm Soviet HMGs 

29,120 rds. 

23mm Anti-Aircraft 


Gun Ammunition 

86,332 rds. 

57mm Rocket Grenades 

366 rds. 

75mm 

940 rds. 

Dynamite 

1 *200 sticks 

Flares 

24,768 


Miscellaneous Weapons 

RPG 7 (Rocket Propelled Grenades) 6 
RPG 2 (Rocket Propelled Grenades) 46 
Federal Tear Gas Gun 8 

Flare Guns 8 

Grenades l ,824 

Vehicles 

BTR-60 Armored Fighting Vehicles 2 

Figures courtesy of Department ofJ3eftai.sc 


da’s men, women and children. In fact, 
there were enough assault rifles, machine 
guns, submachine guns, pistols and crew- 
served weapons to arm about half the adult 
males on the whole island. Given the 
avowed purpose of the RMC — self- 
defense in an entirely peaceful archipelago 
— I can only call that overkill. 

The top level of the Guns of Grenada 
consisted of weapons brought onto the is¬ 
land when the combined forces of the Or¬ 
ganization of Eastern Caribbean States and 
the United States of America blasted across 
Grenada. Having some advance knowledge 
of what Maurice Bishop and the RMC had 
laid away for a rainy day, the combined 
force carried enough hardware to hit like a 
small hurricane. 

M 16s, FN-FALs, MAGs, Sterling 
SMGs, Dragon missiles for the APCs and 
fortified points, M2 HB .50-calibers and the 
full panoply of machines for movement in 
the air and on land and sea hit the Grenada 
coast. The great majority of weapons in 
Post-Communist Grenada were infantry 
weapons. Despite the recent ComBloc arms 
build-up, little of it had been issued . .. yet. 

The precision of the raid was shown by 
the high percentage of sniper rifles. Sim¬ 
plest were those Ml6s mounted with that 
slick little three-power Colt scope. Most of 
the users were trained battlefield snipers. 
Their job was to watch for RTOs, officers, 
noncoms, crew-served weapons and other 
snipers of the RMC. Some snipers on Gre¬ 
nada carried M21 ART-equipped, accu- 
rized Ml4s but they managed to stay out of 
range of photographers. 

An interesting — but little-known — 
weapon employed by U.S. forces on Grena¬ 
da was Klaus Horstkamp’s .50-caliber- 
Browning long-range precision rifle. 
Throwing 500-grain bronze bullets at 3,400 
fps, these weapons were primarily em¬ 
ployed by Special Ops types involved in the 
raid. Navy SEALs claim several easy 600- 
meter, one-shot kills, according to the in¬ 
ventor. (More information on the Horst- 
kamp rifle is available from the dealer: 
Stroessner & Hunting Firearms, Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 1218 Harrison Rd., Colorado 
Springs, CO 80906.) 

These deposits of Free World arms 
marked the end of communist Grenada the 
same way ashes marked the end of Pompeii 
If even a fraction of the communist firepow¬ 
er on the island had been effectively em¬ 
ployed— and if the Point Salines airstrip had 
been completed — the allied strike on com¬ 
munists in the Grenada invasion would have 
been more like the eruption of Vesuvius. 

Modest force employed by the interna¬ 
tional group coupled with precise ordnance 
delivery by well-trained troops kept that 
from happening. 

What I concluded on Grenada was that if 
we’d waited even six months — or done it 
another way — the ground would’ve been 
littered with allied aircraft, armor and corps- 


Inventory 

Adjustment Special. 

DIRECT FROM U.S. OPTICS 
QUALITY SUNGLASSES 
AT FACTORY PRICES 


Each pair features: Impact resistant lenses • 
Handcrafted• Polished glass lenses*Hardened 
metal frames • No non-sense guarantee. 
FRBE— limited time aniy-deluxe velour lined case 
with each pair of glasses ordered (a $3.00 value). 
Credit cards accepted. Dealer inquiries invited. 
NOTICE: Don't be tooled by cheap Imitations. 
These glasses are made exclusively tor U.S. 
Optics 11 ; To make sure you get the best, order 
now and If not completely satisfied return for 

refund within 30 days. c Copyright 1985 U.S Optics™ 


Style #1C 



World Famous Pilot's Glasses 

Specify gold or silver frames. 

A $20.00 value onlyiZSfe. 2 pairs for$143G. 


Only 

Sale 

$5.95 

2 for 
$10.00 


Style #2C 


Only 

$9*93 

Sale 
$7.95 

2 for 

Aviator Teardrop Right Glasses $14.00 

Flexible cable temples, gold frames. 

A $20.00 value only $ft96. 2pairefor$3AOe. 



Style A3C 



Standard Aviator Glasses 

Traditional stems, gold frames. 

A $20.00 value only£O05. 2 pairs for $3*60. 


Only 

$9*95 

Stile 

$7.95 

2 for 
$14.00 


Style #4C 


Only 
$14*95 

Sale 
$9.95 

_2 tor 

Professional Driving & Shooting Glassed 1 ^.00 

Wide angle amber lenses brighten visibility, gold frames. 
A $30.00 value only $34&5. 2 pairs for S2&Q0. 



Style *5C 


Only 

$14*95 



2 for 

_ _. $18.00 

Lenses darken outdoors, change back to lighter tint indoors, 
gold frames. A $30.00 value oniy&14£5. 2 pairs forJUfteO. 


Style #6C 



Change-A-Matic 
Flight Glasses §16 

Lenses darken outdoors, change back to lighter 
tint indoors, gold or silverframes. 

A $30.00 value only $14*95.2 pairs for j2fc60. 


To order, send check or money order to 
U.S. Optics" Dept 332, P.O. Box 724808, Atlanta, Georgia 30339. 

Credit card customers please fill in card * and Exp. Date. 


Style 


Quantity 


Frame Colo' 


Price 


Add Postage Handling and 


Credit card orders may call Toll Free 1-800-258-8855. 
Georgia residents cal! 1-404-422-0938 


Visa or Master Charge # 


Exp. Date 


Name 


Address 


es. 

And that would’ve been another kind of 
story told by the Guns of Grenada. ^ 


City State Zip 


FRE E case with e ach pair. 
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BALLISTIC EYEWEAR FOR COMBAT PURPOSES 


The Carbonite® 360 lens is optically correct (no distortion) to enhance sighting ability. It utilizes a new, super hard, scratch and chemical resistant 
coating for increased durability under adverse conditions. All Carbonite® 360 lenses carry an unconditional lifetime warranty against breakage, 
made possibte by the use of a sophisticated polycarbonate formula that gives maximum performance under stress conditions, regardless of 
temperature extremes. 

The Combat Goggle is designed to deflect fragmentation. In actual demonstrations, sample lenses have deflected .22 caliber long rifle bullets at 
three feet without penetrating the lens (see also Soldier of Fortune article, March, 1985, page 10.) To enhance sighting ability, all Carbonite® 360 
lenses are coated to reduce double imagery and have been spectrographically corrected to give optimum contrast and definition from bright sunny 
days on the desert or snow covered mountain tops to the thick of a heavily overgrown jungle. 

The Combat Spectacle frame is made of shock absorbing nylon with interchangeable and adjustable cable/paddle temples. Frame colors are 
black, navy, and demi brown. Special nylon spectacle frames also available in mountain climber style (Expedition) with detachable leather side 
shields. 

The Shooters Spectacle is a metal frame in either gold or black, with interchangeable lens capability. Lens color tints are: gray, brown, amber, 
vermillion, and clear. Lens are made of the 2mm Carbonite® material for the ultimate in eye protection. 





# 3020—MI-COMP GOGGLE Frame black orwhite. Lens-Cadmium 

Oxide....... $32.95 

# 3021 -MI-PRO GOGGLE Frame black or white. Lens - clear, gray, 

amber, vermillion.$29.95 

# 3022-MI-SIERRA COMBAT SPECTACLE Nylon frame, black, 

demi-brown, red, navy, bordeaux. Lens - clear, gray, amber, 
vermillion. Interchangeable temples .$29.95 

# 3023-MI-SIERRA COMBAT SPECTACLE Nylon frame, black, 

demi-brown, red, navy, bordeaux. Cadmium Oxide lens. Inter¬ 
changeable temple.$39.95 

# 3024-MI-ADVENTURER COMBAT SPECTACLE Nylon frames in 

black (interchangeable temples)and demi-brown (straight 
temples). Lens - clear, gray, amber, vermillion.$29.95 

# 3025—MI-ADVENTURER COMBAT SPECTACEL Nylon frames in 

black (interchangeable temples) and demi-brown (straight 
temples). Cadmium Oxide lens.$39.95 

# 3026—MCAL-SHOOTER’S SPECTACLE AVIATOR Black metal 

frames. Lens - gray, brown, amber, vermillion, clear. Inter¬ 
changeable lens capability.$67.95 

# 3027—MCAL-SHOOTER’S SPECTACLE AVIATOR Black metal 

frames. Cadmium Oxide lens. Interchangeable lens 
capability.$77.95 

# 3028—MCAL-SHOOTER’S SPECTACLE AVIATOR Gold metal 

frames. Lens - gray, brown, amber, vermillion, clear. Inter¬ 
changeable lens capability. $77.95 

# 3029—MCAL-SHOOTER’S SPECTACLE AVIATOR Gold metal 

frames. Cadmium Oxide lens. Interchangeable lens 
capability ... $87.95 

# 3030—MCAR-SHOOTER’S SPECTACLE Black metal frames. Lens 

-gray, brown, amber, vermillion, clear. Interchangeable lens 
capablity. $67.95 

# 3031 —MCAR-SHOOTER’SSPECTACLE Black metal frames. Lens 

- Cadmium Oxide. Interchangeable lens capablity $77.95 

# 3032—MCAR-SHOOTER’S SPECTACLE Gold metal frames. Lens 

- gray, brown, amber, vermillion, clear. Interchangeable lens 

capability. $77.95 


# 3033-MCAR-SH00TER’S SPECTACLE Gold metal frames Lens 

-Cadmium Oxide. Interchangeable lens capability $87.95 

# 3034—EXPEDITION MOUNTAIN GLASSES Nylon frames with re¬ 

movable leather side shields. Frames - black, red, white, 
gray. Lens - gray, brown, amber, vermillion, clear_$35.95 

# 3035-EXPEDITION MOUNTAIN GLASSES Nylon frames with re¬ 

movable leather side shields. Frames - black, red, white, 
gray. Lens-Cadmium Oxide... $45.95 

# 3036—JONES GOGGLE BAG With separate lens 

department. $5.95 

# 3037—Replaceable Goggle Lens. Cadmium Oxide.... $14.95 

# 3038—Replaceable Goggle Lens. Clear, gray, amber, 

vermillion. , $9.95 

# 3039—Replacement Lens for MCALor MCAR Gray, brown, amber, 

vermillion, clear ..$15.00 

# 3040—Replacement Lens for MCAL or MCAR Cadmium 

Oxide.$22.00 

# 3041—Jones Anti-Fog Cleanser Anti-static, % ounce. $2.00 


r 


We accept tele¬ 
phone orders on 
MasterCard & 
VISA — call us at 
(303) 449-3750. 
Sorry, no collect 
calls accepted! 


PLEASE INCLUDE 
SI.75 FOR THE 
FIRST ITEM 
ORDERED — IN¬ 
CLUDE 75< FOR 
EACH ADDITION 
AL ITEM FOR 
POSTAGE AND 


HANDLING. Over¬ 


seas orders add 
30%. PLEASE 
ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 
| FOR DELIVERY 


Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, P.0. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 



ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP. 


SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 • (303) 449-3570 Telex 4501 29 Omega News BDR 

Jones Optical Company, P.O. Box 3096, Boulder, CO 80307 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 




#5030 — Hotcake Holster from Special 
Weapons. Constructed of ballistic nylon, the 
hotcake features a Hook & Loop adjustable 
thumb break and is designed to be used by 
both right- and left-handed shooters. The hot¬ 
cake features a full tunnel back belt loop to 
insure the firearm rides close to the body for 
maximum concealment. Fits most popular 
handguns. Black. $24.95 


#1600 — All-weather Fiber Pile Sleeping 
Bag. Two sleeping bags in one. Made of high 
performance fiber pile with a windproof shell of 
pertex. The bags can be used together in Artie 
conditions or separately in warmer weather. 
Total weight 6 lbs. Imported from the UK. 
$150 




Original Vietnam-style Tiger Stripe Fa¬ 
tigues. Shirt features two breast pockets and a 
sleeve pocket for compass or first aid dressing. 
Pants feature two front, two rear pockets and 
two thigh pockets wth an additional small pock¬ 
et for compass or first aid dressing. 100% cot¬ 
ton. Made in Thailand. Tiger Stripe, S, M, ML, 
L. #1520 Shirt, #1521 Pants. $29.95 ea. 


#1017 — SOF Shorts. Rugby style with two 
side pockets and elasticized waist. Navy. S, M, 
L, XL. $12.95 


#1525 — Original British Commando 
Pullover 100% pure virgin wool rib knit. Olive 
green with cotton/polyester twill shoulder and 
elbow patches. Features epaulets with Velcro 
tabs. Made in England to NATO standards. 
(* *Includes free SOF subdued patch.) S, M, L, 
XL $39.95 

#1522 — British DPM Windproof Pants. 

Same material as our SAS Smock. Features 
two large map thigh pockets with Velcro flaps. 
Drawcord inside waistband plus buttoned 
waistband tighteners. Two front pockets and 
one rear pocket with buttoned flap. Zip fly. 
Buttoned belt loops large enough to fit standard 
web pistol belts. All lengths 33”. 100% cotton 
made in the UK. S, M, L, XL $69.00 

SAS Smock. Standard issue for members of 
Special Air Service Regiment. Its windproof 
material, light-weight and fast-drying qualities 
have long made it the first choice of profession¬ 
al soldiers. Made from MOD disruptive pattern 
tight-weave cotton, it is handmade to the high¬ 
est specification. Among its many exceptional 
features are: Light weight — 2 lb. 2 oz. • Quick 
drying • Breathable • Windproof • Lined hood 
with draw cords • Lined shoulders and elbows 

• Four bellows pockets • Shoulder pocket for 
pens • Drawstring at waist and hem • Heavy- 
duty metal zip with coldweather tag • Velcro 
front-fastening storm flap • Velcro cuffs • Inside 
breast pocket • Warm in the winter, cool in the 
summer, the SAS Smock is suitable for both 
professional and general use. The Smock is 
generously cut to wear over clothes. $124.95 
(S) #1499, (M) #1500, (L) #1501, (XL) 
#1502 
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SOF EXCHANGE • P.0. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 



LIFEKNIVES The complete survival knife 
that could save your life. 

#4108 — Lifeknife Trailmaster. The Volk¬ 
swagen of the Lifeknives. 5W' 440 stainless- 
steel blade with sawback, super-tough molded 
VALOX thermoplastic handle with survival 
codes, watertight storage space, screw-cap with 
precision luminous liquid compass, camouflage 
CORDURA nylon sheath and sharpening 
stone. Complete survival and first-aid kit, in¬ 
cluding fishline, hooks, sinkers, snare wire, nee¬ 
dles, bandages, ointment, sterile surgical blade. 
$31.95 



#4107 — Lifeknife Commando Camou¬ 
flage. Complete with camouflage aluminum 
hollow handle that contains a complete survival 
kit: waterproof-windproof matches, hooks, line 
sinkers, snare wire, needles and wire saw with 
screw-on watertight butt cap with precision li¬ 
quid-filled, luminous compass. 6” 440 stain¬ 
less-steel blade. Complete with camouflage 
leather sheath, lanyards and sharpening stone. 
$59.95 


#5004 — New CORDURA Duffle Bag. 

We’ve upgraded our duffle bag and made it 
stronger yet. Made of 100% Cordura nylon 
with a nylon zipper. 10”xl6”. Black with yel¬ 
low & red logo. $14.95 




#4001 — Sabrelite Flashlight. Strong, 
sturdy and submersible down to 2000 ft. 
Strong Krypton lamp gives a bright straight 
beam even under water, 300% more light and 
life than a standard flashlight lamp. Exclusive 
spring-loaded clip locks on strap or belt. Exclu¬ 
sive split ring attaches to snap-hook. Available 
in green or black. $29.95 
#4002 — Military Sabrelite. Same as 
Sabrelite Flashlight only w/ black out non¬ 
magnetic hardware. $31.95 
#4004 — Sabrelite Rechargeable System 
$79.95 

#4003 — Pelilite. Smaller version of the 
Sabrelite. $19.95 

#4005 — Red Lens for Sabrelite For night 
ops. $6.50 



GERBER KNIVES Built to give and take the 
worst, the Guardian from Gerber is one survival 
knife that lives up to its name. #4102 — Guar¬ 
dian II Camouflage. Slip-proof, high-tensile 
cast aluminum handle. 6 3 /4” blade. Overall 
length, 1134". Weight, 8 oz. Blade thickness 
.250’’. Metal-lined camouflage Cordura scab¬ 
bard with pistol belt-attaching clips, belt loop 
and lacing eyelets. $69.50. #4103 — Guar¬ 
dian I Camouflage, 4 3 /4” blade. Overall 
length. 9”. Blade thickness. 172”. Weight4oz. 
Camouflage scabbard with belt loop for stan¬ 
dard belts and boot belt clip included. $59.50. 
#4104 — Guardian Camouflage. 3 3 /e” 
blade. Overall length 7W\ Blade thickness 
.172”. Weight 3V£ oz. Camouflage scabbard 
with belt loop for standard belts and boot belt 
clip included. $49.50. #4106 — Mark I. 
4 3 4” blackened blade. Overall length 9”. Blade 
thickness .250”. Weight 5Vz oz. With leather 
belt/boot scabbard with quick-release thumb 
snap. $54.50. #4105 — Mark II. World 
famous. GY*' blade. Overall length 12”. Blade 
thickness .250”. Weight 8 oz. Black leather 
scabbard included. $64.50. 



#5025 — Special Weapons Gear Bag, 

Constructed of waterproof 11-oz. cordura® 
nylon. Three outside storage compartments 
with rain flaps. Heavy duty YKK zipper. 
Il”xl2”x22” Black. $54.95 

#2010 — Official Soldier of Fortune Field 
Cap. Top-quality,* dark khaki European style 
field cap. Made famous by Rommel’s Afrika 
Korps and worn today by British Royal Marine 
Commandoes. Sizes s,m,l,xl. $21.95 
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#1015 — SOF 10th ANNIVERSARY Long 
sleeve T-shirt. Backed w/ SOF World Tour. 100% 
cotton. Navy. $12.95 



#5010 — COMBAT SURVIVAL KIT. Designed 
specifically for military use, the Combat Survival Kit 
contains a very comprehensive range of survival, 
escape-and-evasion and first-aid items. Packed in a tin 
that will fit the breast pocket of a combat smock. 
Contents: Tin (cooking pot drinking cup), Handle, 
Lid with Heliograph, Hacksaw blade with sharpened 
end. Wire Saw, Wind and Waterproof matches, Hint 
and Steel, Candle, Cotton Wool, Potassium Perman¬ 
ganate, Water Carrier, Snare, Fish Hooks (3), IO¬ 
meter line, Single-edged razor blades (2), Brass but¬ 
ton compass. Adhesive Dressings (various), Safety 
pins, Needle, Salt Tablets, Survival Aide Memoire, 
Instructions, Notepaper, Pencil, Masking Tape. 
$29.95. 



#1016 — SOF Sweat Pants. Navy, 50/50 cotton/ 
poly blend. S,M,L,XL. $13.95 


#3101 — Tekna Wrist Compass. Designed to 
function under conditions which far exceed those of 
normal human survival. The Tekna compass utilizes a 
Rare Earth Samarium Cobalt Magnet, a sapphire 
jewel bearing and fully luminescent dial. Ratcheted in 
five-degree increments. Fully waterproof. Wt. 1 oz., 
Diameter of 1.75”. Ht. of .5”. Black casing with Vel¬ 
cro strap. $26.95 

#7035 — Official SOF Ring. Stainless steel with 
silver logo. Sizes 7-13. $57.95 


#8012 — An Illustrated Guide to Modem Elite 
Forces by Max Walmer. A concise guide to today’s 
elite forces of the world. From Australia/New Zealand 
SAS to the Soviet Union’s Spetsnaz and Naval Infan¬ 
try to the U.S. Special Forces and Rangers and 
SEALs. Over 34 units are covered from 17 different 
countries with headings of selection and training, uni¬ 
forms and brief special operations that they were in¬ 
volved in. 160 pages filled with b&w and color photos. 
$9.95 

#8011 — Elite Fighting Units by David Eshel. A 
comprehensive book on the world’s elite forces. Start¬ 
ing with the British Commandos of WWII and the birth 
of the SAS, to the U:S. rescue in Grenada. It also 
covers the Vietnam War, Malaya, Korea and the Mid¬ 
dle East conflicts, up to the Falklands War. 205 pages 
with b&w and color photos throughout. $19.95 



#5020 — HK Flare Gun with 10 red flares. Com¬ 
pact and easy-to-handle flare launcher fires 19mm 
signal cartridges from a reloadable 5-round magazine. 
Flare launcher sends flares to a height of over 200 ft 
Note: Because of its high-speed firing capabilities, it 
can also be dangerous. Check with your local law 
enforcement department to see if your HK Emergen¬ 
cy Rare Launcher must be registered as a firearm in 
your state. Void where prohibited by law. A Federal 
Firearms license is required in the following states. MI, 
NJ, RI, WI, WY $69 

Steiner Binoculars. The most widely used military 
binocular in the world. 

#3003 — Steiner 6X30 Military/Marine Binocu¬ 
lar. $209 




#7042 — German Airborne Poster. 24”x36”. 

Full Color. $8.95 



#1014 — SOF HELICOPTER. Olive Green 
S,M,L,XL $8.95 



#2011 — Tiger Stripe ball cap. Tiger Stripe w/ 
black mesh. $5.95 

#2004 — SOF Ball cap. Black w/yeIlow& red logo. 

$8.95 

#2002 — Official Soldier of Fortune Ball cap. 

Maroon. One size fits all. $5.95 



#7040 — SOF Coffee Mugs. Set of four (4). White 
porcelain. $19.95 
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#2001 — Soldier of Fortune Beret. 100% 
wool with liner. Maroon. Sizes 6Vz , 6 3 4, 7, IVs , 
IV*, 1 V 8) 7V Zi 7%, 7 3 A. $13.95 


We accept tele¬ 
phone orders on 
MasterCard & 
VISA — call ua at 
(303) 449-3750. 
Sorry, no collect 
calls accepted I 
PLEASE INCLUDE 
*1.75 FOR THE 
FIRST ITEM 
ORDERED — IN¬ 
CLUDE 75$ FOR 
EACH ADDITION¬ 
AL ITEM FOR 
POSTAGE AND 
HANDLING. Over¬ 
seas orders add 
30%. PLEASE 
ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 
FOR DELIVERY. 


Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 8/85, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


ITEM # 


DESCRIP. 


COLOR 


QTY. 


SIZE 


□ VISA Q MASTERCARD 


3% Sales Tax (CO res.) 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


#7010 — SOF Belt Buckle. Pewter. $6.95 

#7011 — SOF Belt Buckle. Stainless steel 

with red enameled logo. $9.95 

#7012 — SOF Military Style Buckle with 

silver drop logo. $11.95 

#7013 — SOF Military Style Buckle. 

Black with black anodized logo. $11.95 

#7014 — Web belt for Military Style 

Buckle. 1 V*'\ Khaki. $3.00 


#1515 — Soldier of Fortune Tour Jacket 

Black nylon satin jacket with flannel lining. 
s,m,l,xl. $49.95 


#1010 — SOF Sport Shirt. 50/50 cotton/ 
poly blend. With rib-knit collar and sleeve cuffs. 
Navy, white or red. $14.95 


#7022 — SOF Beret Badge. Red enameled. 

$7.00 

#7023 — SOF Beret Badge. Silver drop. 

$8.00 

#7024 — SOF Beret Badge. Black ano¬ 
dized. $8.00 

#7020 — SOF Logo Lapel Pin. Red 
enameled. $2.50 

#7021 — SOF Logo Lapel Pin. Silver drop. 

$6.00 
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#3001 — Brunton 8X30 Rubber Armored 
Binocular. Waterproof, black-rubber- 
armored, fully coated roof-prism optics. Built-in 
compass and reticle rangefinder for superb out¬ 
door and marine use, even in low light. Field of 
view 367 ft. at 1000 yds.; 24.8 oz. padded belt 
pouch $389 

#3002 — Brunton 8X21 Camo Binocular. 

Green camouflage armor and fully coated roof- 
prism optics. Great for hunting, fishing, bird 
watching and all outdoor uses. Field of view 
367 ft. at 1000 yds.; 8.8 oz. With camo canvas 
belt pouch. $99.95 


#7031 — SOF Mug. White porcelain. $7.95 
#7032 — SOF Ashtray. White porcelain. 

$4.95 

#7033 — SOF Binders. Holds 12 issues. 

$7.95 

#7034 — SOF Can Cooler. Red $3.95 
#7037 — Survive Magazine Binders. 

Holds 12 issues. $7.95 


#7001 — Official Soldier of Fortune 
patch. Red, white and black. $1.95 
#7002 — Official Soldier of Fortune 
patch. Subdued. Olive drab. $1.95 
#7003 — SOF Cammo Shield patch. 
$4.95 

#7004 — El Salvador Battalion Aero- 
transportado patch. $4.95 
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SOF VIETNAM 


TURNCOAT 


TALES 


by Richard Becker 


Was There a Phantom Blooper? 
And Who Were Salt & Pepper? 

A LMOST immediately after they arrived 
.in Vietnam, American servicemen be¬ 
gan to hear the stories. They got their unit 
assignments, they got their area indoctrina¬ 
tion briefings, they got their VD lectures, 
and — as soon as they hit the hooch for the 
first time — they got a frightening earful of 
stories about Americans fighting with the 
enemy. Added to the trauma of being a 
“fuckin' new guy” were comments like 
these from the veteran bush-beasts. 

“Better get your shit together in a hurry, 

Newbie. The Phantom Blooper’s been 
knockin’ the piss outta our patrols.” 

“Don’t shit yerself if you see a white 
dude and a splib dude shootin’ at you in a 
fire fight, Boot. We got old Salt & Pepper 
workin’ in our AO.” 

Incredulous questions led the FNG to 
learn he might actually encounter deserters 
on patrols; turncoat Americans who wanted 
to kill him. For the sake of his sanity, he 
concluded it was either all bullshit or he was 
fighting one crazy war. He was correct 
either way. 

They were among the most persistent and 
pervasive rumors of the war in Vietnam. 

They concerned renegade Americans who 
had become elusive figures — phantoms of 
the jungle — seemingly able to slip in and 
out of sight at will. Regular reports from 
units operating in all of Vietnam’s war 
zones said Americans fighting with VC or 
NVA units sniped at patrols, hijacked vehi¬ 
cles, made propaganda broadcasts over 
bullhorns, led full-blown assaults on allied 
positions and otherwise aided the enemy. 

Since few American soldiers could offer 
any proof to substantiate the rumors and 
jungle fire fights rarely provided a clear 
view of the enemy, there was a tendency 
among field commanders to categorize the 
rumors as “interesting but unlikely.” 

But were they rumors? Unfortunately, 
they were not. 

Marine Force Recon teams in I Corps 
periodically reported spotting “Salt & 

Pepper” in the field. Photo: DOD 
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When the story of a “white VC” first 
broke in the American press in the late 
1960s, it was discounted. The very idea of 
American deserters fighting under the com¬ 
munist flag in Vietnam seemed incompre¬ 
hensible. Many Americans — in and out of 
uniform — wrote it off as fantasy from 
bored journalists with a belly-full of ba - 
muoi-ba and a yen for sensational copy. 
When the war in Vietnam ended, so did the 
rumors of American turncoats in combat. 
And then Robert Garwood bobbed to the 
surface in early 1979 to rekindle the fire of 
indignation. His 14 years of captivity, 
which involved active collaboration with 
the enemy for which the U.S. Marine Corps 
court-martialed and convicted him, con¬ 
vinced many Vietnam veterans that they 
may not have been seeing phantoms in the 
jungle after all. 

The Garwood affair caused a serious re¬ 
examination of the subject (See “Bobby 
Garwood: Traitor or Victim?” SOF, 
September 1979). Declassified documents 
from the Central Intelligence Agency and 
Defense Intelligence Agency obtained 
through the Freedom of Information Act 
confirmed that convicted collaborator 
Robert R. “Bobby” Garwood was not the 
only U.S. serviceman to actively collabo¬ 
rate with the communists during the Viet¬ 
nam War. The rumors had some basis in 
fact. Other Americans took treachery much 
further and did turn weapons against their 
own countrymen. 

The first reports seemed to surface from 
Marine patrols in I Corps which regularly 
indicated turncoats were in action beginning 
in 1967. Despite command efforts to put a 
lid on it and avoid sensational publicity, the 
word spread rapidly among the squads and 
platoons who were most likely to encounter 
American deserters turned communist 
fighters. It also spread south of the DMZ 
and rapidly became part of the lore that grew 
up around the war. 

Reports declassified since the war indi¬ 
cate at least five Americans switched sides 
and actively worked with both Viet Cong 
and North Vietnamese units. Many of those 
reports contain eyewitness accounts from 
grunts in the field as well as sketches drawn 
by the men who claim to have seen or been 
fired on by American deserters. There are a 
few oddballs, but the reports and descrip¬ 
tions run curiously to type and deal with 
nicknames that are familiar to most veter¬ 
ans. The Pentagon refuses to match these 
with specific names, but they acknowledge 
the existence of such turncoats as “Salt & 
Pepper” and “Porkchop,” — noms de 
guerre that were invented by U.S. troops 
after regular sightings. 

Arguably the most infamous of the con¬ 
firmed traitors was a tag-team labeled “Salt 
& Pepper.” Marines and soldiers reported 
sighting them on sweeps near the DMZ or 
the Laotian border from 1967 to 1974. The 
pair became legend in the northern provinc¬ 
es and the subject of heated speculation 
concerning their origins. Naturally, the 
Marines claimed they must be a “couple of 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Richard Becker is a two-tour veteran 
of Vietnam, where he earned four per¬ 
sonal decorations and was wounded in 
action. He has been researching and 
writing on the turncoat issue since 1970, 
and currently resides in a Washington, 
D.C, suburb. 


doggies” and the soldiers felt sure Salt & 
Pepper were “two jarheads that got fed up 
with the chickenshit.” 

Marine Force Recon Teams penetrating 
deep into uncontrolled territory reported 
seeing the pair on a number of occasions and 
described Salt & Pepper as “wearing NVA 
web-gear and carrying AKs.” They were 
also frequently reported to be working with 
enemy units in the coastal lowlands of 
Quang Ngai Province where on several 
occasions they narrowly escaped pursuing 
U.S. and South Vietnamese troops. 

Their escapades were communicated to 
disgruntled Americans at home through AP 
and UPI wire stories. The people in Viet¬ 
nam even got to read about Salt & Pepper in 
the pages of Pacific Stars & Stripes . There is 
some difference between those reports and 
reality. 

Intelligence summaries indicate that up 
until the summer of 1974, the men — al¬ 
ways employed as a team — were primarily 
involved in non-battle situations such as 
preparation and dissemination of propagan¬ 
da and procurement or transport of supplies 
for enemy units. In August of 1974, ARVN 
intelligence reported both men had partici¬ 
pated in an attack on a government outpost 
east of Quang Ngai City. A Vietnamese 
after-action report, made available to U.S. 
officials, noted that the actual attack was 
under the control of “a Caucasian and a 
Negro American.” 

AH that is known about the faces of the 
famous turncoat duo “Salt & Pepper” came 
to light in this declassified sketch from the 
DIA files. Photo: Defense Intelligence 
Agency 


South of that area another defector, de¬ 
scribed as a burly six-footer with blond hair, 
was operating as a sort of VC logistics ex¬ 
pert. The Americans knew him as “Pork- 
chop” — a name derived from the bushy 
sideburns he wore to cover bum scars on his 
face. Porkchop worked almost exclusively 
in Binh Dinh Province. 

U.S. Army investigators believe he was 
the most active and — judging from the 
allegations against him — probably the 
most successful of all the American defec¬ 
tors. Porkchop is credited with such incredi¬ 
ble escapades as flagging down military 
vehicles and then hijacking them at gun¬ 
point. In his most daring venture on behalf 
of the communist enemy he stole two U.S.- 
supplied Ml 13 Armored Personnel Carriers 
from an ARVN armor pool by simply chain¬ 
ing one to the other and driving them out the 
compound gates. 

Americans were always easily identified 
in Vietnam’s sea of Asian faces but Salt & 
Pepper and Porkchop apparently traveled 
freely and entered major urban areas with no 
real trouble. Reliable American and Viet¬ 
namese sources report those three and 
several other deserters made their way into 
Danang for short R&Rs from field opera¬ 
tions. Defense officials refuse to confirm 
such reports but they concede that American 
turncoats must have had assistance and pro¬ 
tection from NLF infrastructures in major 
population centers. 

Still, their behavior seemed carefree in 
areas like Danang which were crawling with 
ARVN and American military units. Two 
known turncoats were reported riding 
around the city during the 1970 Christmas 
season. Efforts by U.S. and Vietnamese 
Military Police to apprehend them failed. 

And no one came close to capturing a 
turncoat demolitions man called “Tex,” 
despite his bold incursions into allied areas. 
The traitor with a Texas accent liked to enter 
U.S. compounds and plant explosives. His 
name has been linked with reports of sabo¬ 
tage at a U.S. Marine Ammunition Supply 
Point outside Danang in 1969 although the 
official version of this devastating incident 
denies any such activity. 
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If approached by a sentry, Tex would 
launch into a carefully planned cover story 
and strike up a conversation with his unsus¬ 
pecting countryman, putting him at ease 
with down-home patter. Then he was gone: 
only an explosion in a supply or munitions 
stockpile reminded the Americans that he 
had been there. 

“Tex” was mostly reported active in the 
III and IV Corps areas. According to one 
source, he was wounded in a shoot-out near 
Bien Hoa in late 1969 and disappeared from 
sight. No further reports followed, and as 
far as is known, he was never apprehended. 

Along with Pepper of the infamous duo in 
I Corps, another black — strangely, he did 
not acquire a nickname — was rumored to 
be active in a Central Highlands area close 
to the Cambodian border. Although 
accounts of his activities are contradictory, 
he is reported to have deserted from the 1st 
Cavalry Division. The story indicates he 
was wounded in a fire fight, captured by the 
NVA and nursed back to health. Following 
his recuperation he was persuaded to switch 
sides. U.S. intelligence agents later heard 
that he had married a Vietnamese woman 
and settled down to raise a family. Such 
reports were out of character with Viet¬ 
namese unwillingness to accept foreigners 
into their culture, but the rumors persisted. 

And then there was the infamous “Phan¬ 
tom Blooper” of practically everywhere in 
Vietnam. This ghostly, unconfirmed figure 
was clearly the most well-known and fre¬ 
quently reported supposed turncoat of the 
entire war. He was seen everywhere from 
the DMZ down to the tip of the Delta. His 
nickname came from reports that he invari¬ 
ably carried an M79 grenade launcher 
(Blooper) which he reportedly used with 
great accuracy on American troops. One 
Marine veteran who first heard of the Phan¬ 
tom Blooper in late 1967 speculates that he 
was actually an NVA or VC who had be¬ 
come quite adept at handling a Blooper. 

“In those days,” he says, “we wouldn’t 
have believed anyone but a well-trained and 
experienced American could be so accurate 
with a Blooper. That’s likely why everyone 
speculated that he was an American deserter 
who took his favorite weapon with him.” 

The Phantom Blooper was reported to be 
most active in the AO known as the “Arizo¬ 
na Territory” to 5th Marines, many of 
whom believed the spectre may have been a 
former Marine. Although troopers reported 
the Phantom Blooper to be a Caucasian, he 
could easily have been a tall VC or NVA 
who had picked up an M79 from a dead 
American. In the battle for Hue during the 
Tet Offensive of 1968, Marines under fire 
from an M79 were able to kill an enemy they 
had tagged the Phantom Blooper only to 
discover he was an NVA with a captured 
M79. 

Despite that, many Marine veterans are 
firmly convinced that the Phantom Blooper 
was a turncoat American and that he was 
none other than Garwood. That allegation, 
like so many others, was never brought out 
at Garwood’s trial. 


Robert R. Garwood disappeared from his 
unit in 1965 and resurfaced in 1979. 
Although he claimed to have been a POW, 
he was convicted of being a collaborator. 
Photo: USMC 

An increased willingness to talk about the 
Vietnam War has not led the Department of 
Defense to share what it knows about Amer¬ 
ican turncoats. Pentagon officials continue 
to be closemouthed on the subject of defec¬ 
tors and collaborators. That’s likely why so 
many Americans were taken by surprise 
when Lieutenant General Eugene F. Tighe, 
former director of the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, finally conceded in his June 1979 
testimony before the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee that “there remains the possibil¬ 
ity that a defector” — later identified as 
Army PFC McKinley Nolan of Washing¬ 
ton, Texas — “may still be alive in South¬ 
east Asia” (See “Alive in Cambodia? 
McKinley Nolan, Turncoat,” SOF, Febru¬ 
ary 1980). 

Previously classified documents indicate 
that Nolan, while attached to Alpha Co., 
216th Battalion, 1st Infantry Division, went 
over to the Viet Cong in November 1967 
while stationed in the Saigon area. The cir¬ 
cumstances relating to his defection were not 
provided, but he was reportedly accompanied 
by a common-law wife who is listed variously 
as “Vietnamese” or “Cambodian.” 


Nolan’s activities with the VC were not 
as dramatic as those of other turncoats. He 
gave voluntary written and recorded prop¬ 
aganda statements which were used on leaf¬ 
lets and aired over Radio Hanoi and Libera¬ 
tion (VC) Radio. He is known to have lived 
in Tay Ninh Province for a time, and was 
also spotted in other areas close to the 
Cambodian border. During this period, a 
number of American and Vietnamese 
POWs locked up in camps near the border 
reported seeing Nolan but remembered that 
he kept his distance from the other POWs. 

At some point Nolan became dissatisfied 
with the VC and decided to throw in with the 
Khmer Rouge battling in Cambodia. Exact¬ 
ly why he joined the Cambodian commu¬ 
nists is unknown, but in November 1973 he 
was reported with KR forces occupying 
Mean Chey Village. Nolan is said to have 
had at least one close encounter with gov¬ 
ernment troops that almost resulted in his 
capture by soldiers from the Cambodian 1 st 
Shock Battalion in early 1974. 

The last reliable sighting of Nolan — still 
in Cambodia — was in November 1974. A 
former intelligence officer who served in the 
border area said recently that the Khmer 
Rouge “planted Nolan beneath six feet of 
terra firma” once he had outlived his useful¬ 
ness. 

One of the more bizarre reported cases of 
defection to the enemy involved a young 
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Navy Hospital Corpsman named LaPorte. 
In 1968 he was assigned to a Marine Force 
Reconnaissance unit in l Corps. According 
to former team members, LaPorte changed 
sides following a covert parachute insertion 
into enemy territory. 

Maneuvering to be the last man to jump, 
LaPorte reportedly steered his chute away 
from the DZ and landed in trees behind the 
unit. Once on the ground he immediately 
opened fire on his former buddies. The sur¬ 
prised Marines returned fire but were forced 
to withdraw and leave LaPorte when they 
were attacked by a large enemy force. 

The Recon Team was extracted to tell 
their incredible story in a classified debrief¬ 
ing. Marine G-2 found the incident impor¬ 
tant enough to launch an investigation 
which revealed LaPorte had given consider¬ 
able thought to defecting prior to the mis¬ 
sion. He had given most of his personal 
effects to a hooch maid, saying he wouldn’t 
be back and wouldn’t need them any more. 

LaPorte’s ultimate fate is unknown. 
Shortly after his defection, he was reported 
to be traveling with a local enemy unit, but 
later dropped from sight. There is no record 
of his being encountered by Marine patrols 


working that area. The Navy and Marine 
Corps, however, apparently still have 
LaPorte on their minds. His case file is 
“still open.” 

General Tighe’s 1979 testimony noted 
that the reports of Vietnamese refugees have 
“alleged first-hand sighting knowledge” of 
Americans staying behind in southern Viet¬ 
nam after the war. He went on to say that 
some of these refugee reports “allude to 
deserters.” That was partially corroborated 
in mid-1983 when a Bangkok-based U.S. 
diplomat revealed to the media that some 
U.S. deserters and defectors were then liv¬ 
ing in North Vietnam and that the U.S. 
Army knew who they were. 

Robert Garwood was clearly not the only 
defector during the Vietnam War, but the 
prominence of his case served to refocus 
public attention on a long-neglected aspect 
of the war. It also prompted a number of 
vets to come forward with tales of even 

U.S. troops in Vietnam were accustomed to 
using M79s on the enemy, but when they 
got hit by them, the rumors flew. Tales of 
the “Phantom Blooper” cropped up all over 
South Vietnam. Photo: DOD 


more defectors. 

In late 1979, a Vietnam Veteran, then 
still on active duty, told of a tall, freckle¬ 
faced Marine who he said was responsible 
for at least six American casualties in the 
Khe Sanh area during March 1971. This 
defector is said to have led RPG teams from 
the NVA 17th Regiment against U.S. armor 
supporting Lam Son 719, the ARVN incur¬ 
sion into Laos. A second source has since 
corroborated this tale and said that this de¬ 
serter was later killed in a clash with troops 
from the Hac Bao (Black Panther) Company 
of the ARVN 1st Infantry Division. 

Another veteran who served in the II 
Corps area told of a black traitor in the 
Central Highlands who worked with the 
communists. He went the whole route — 
wearing black pajamas, carrying weapons 
and traveling with bodyguards. He re¬ 
portedly helped in offensive operations, 
wrote leaflets and made broadcast appeals 
to other GIs. 

Not all defectors and deserters in Viet¬ 
nam stayed in the countryside or became 
involved in combat operations. It was com¬ 
mon knowledge among in-country GIs that 
a number of deserters were hiding out in the 
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Saigon/Cholon area as well as in a few of the 
other larger cities. Many dabbled in the drug 
trade and — to a lesser extent — the arms 
trade. They got away with such activities 
with the assistance of ARVN police, who 
conveniently looked the other way for a 
share of the take. A few of these individuals 
were apprehended by Military Police, but 
most managed to maintain a comfortable 
lifestyle by manipulating the black market. 

Unofficial estimates place their number 
at between 150 and 200. None are officially 
known to have turned themselves in during 
the evacuation of Saigon in April 1975. 
State Department officials privately con¬ 
cede, however, that some may have man¬ 
aged to slip aboard evacuation aircraft dur¬ 
ing the chaos and confusion of the last days 
and returned to the United States. Military 
people in this category — DOD officials 
refuse to identify any of them — are still 
considered to be deserters rather than defec¬ 
tors or cross-overs. It’s likely some of them 
worked with or for the communists as a 
matter of expediency and survival in an 
alien environment. 

It was all very low-key, but the American 
military did not sit idly by and ignore reports 
of active collaborators during the war. In 
1971-72, a small U.S. Army Military In¬ 
telligence detachment was based at Danang 
with the specific mission of tracking down 


Dense vegetation made visual contact with 
the enemy an uncommon occurance. 

Imagine a soldier’s suprise when he saw 
another American firing at him. Photo: 

DOD 

and either capturing or eliminating “Salt & 
Pepper.” The team had a chopper at its 
disposal around the clock and was backed 
up by ground support vehicles enabling 
them to move quickly when sightings were 
reported. On several occasions, according 
to a wire service story, both defectors were 
almost apprehended. In one instance, they 
had been reported dead and villagers 
pointed out a grave which allegedly con¬ 
tained the body of a “white VC.” The re¬ 
mains were exhumed and sent to a lab for 
study by forensic experts who determined 
them to be those of an Asian male. 

All speculation became rhetorical follow¬ 
ing the January 1973 ceasefire and the sub¬ 
sequent withdrawal of U.S. forces from 
Vietnam. Reports of American defectors 
and turncoats were passed to the Joint 
Casualty Resolution Center (JCRC) in Thai¬ 
land, which also headed the search for 
Americans listed as POW/MIA. The JCRC 
was later moved to Hawaii, where it is pres¬ 
ently functioning. 

Attention was refocused on Vietnam War 
defectors again recently through the much- 


publicized revelations of a veteran identi¬ 
fied in wire stories in early 1984 only as 
“Marvin.” According to reporters, Marvin 
told them one of his duties as a member of 
an “assassination team” in Vietnam was to 
track down and kill American defectors and 
turncoat collaborators. There are a number 
of inconsistencies in Marvin’s story, 
however, and many Viet Vets are reluctant 
to accept his tale. 

There are some interesting, perhaps ex¬ 
planatory, parallels between the course of 
the Vietnam War and the proliferation of 
deserter-turncoat stories. During the early 
years of the war, U.S. soldiers went to Viet¬ 
nam with a sense of purpose and motiva¬ 
tion. Even if a GI thought he saw a white 
man shooting at U.S. troops he only whis¬ 
pered about it. As the war effort became 
bogged down and public support deterio¬ 
rated, the rumor-mill moved into high gear 
and it was easier to accept that Americans 
may have defected to actively fight against 
“an unjust U.S. involvement in Vietnam.” 

We may never know whether or not many 
of the rumored traitors were real or just 
colorful images conjured up by young men 
thrown into a war they couldn’t understand. 
Whatever the truth is, no one who fought the 
shadowy war in Vietnam will deny there 
were phantoms in the jungle. 
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SOI' SPAIN 



Spain’s 
Airborne Elite 


CAZADORES 


ESPANOLES 

by Leroy Thompson 



Spanish Parachute Brigade pocket crests: 
top (left to right) — Parachute Brigade, 
Engineer Group, Parachute Instructor; 
bottom (left to right) — Para Brigade HQ, 
Logistics Group, Artillery Group. 



Parachute Brigade insignia. 



This Spanish Air Force para sergeant wears 
the black beret with Air Force para beret 
badge. Rank insignia and the parachutist’s 
brevet are on the right breast. 


W HETHER it’s terrorist bands raising 
hell in Madrid or tank formations 
rolling across the borders of Spain, aggres¬ 
sors will find they have a tough bull by some 
very sharp horns. The first matadors into the 
ring when Spanish sovereignty or interests 
are challenged will likely arrive from the air 
over the enemy’s heads. 

Madrid’s Ministry of Defense keys the 
nation’s offensive combat capability on air¬ 
borne troops. The nation maintains some 
very capable parachute formations which 
train hard to live up to the last three words of 
the Paracaidista battle cry: “Veneer o 
morir/” (Win or Die!) Although Spanish 
parachute units existed as early as the Span¬ 
ish Civil War, Spain’s airborne troops com¬ 
memorate 23 February 1954 as their found¬ 
ing date. On that day, the First Parachute 
Bandara * ‘ Roger De Flop ’ ’ (named after the 
legendary mercenary captain of the Grand 
Catalan Company) made their first mass 
jump. 

Other bandaras (roughly equivalent to a 
U.S. battalion) were added over the next 
decade along with support elements, and in 
1965 the Spanish airborne forces were or¬ 
ganized into a Parachute Brigade. This unit 
is deployed as the pointy end of the nation’s 
combat power. 


Spanish paras ( cazador) have made oper¬ 
ational jumps in the Western Sahara and 
bandaras continue to be deployed periodi¬ 
cally to such places as Tenerife and Spanish 
Morocco. The Spanish Parachute Brigade 
currently consists of three bandaras , a 
Headquarters Group, Logistics Group, En- 
gineeer Group, Artillery Group, and other 
support elements. The Spanish paras are 
professional soldiers who expect to serve 
overseas and train rigorously to handle spe¬ 
cial missions. 

Paras rank with the legendary Spanish 
Foreign Legion as one of Spain’s principal 
intervention units. Such high potential for 
combat or deployment to one of the world’s 
hot spots requires training in air-assault tac¬ 
tics as well as airborne operations. The prin¬ 
cipal para assault helicopter is the UH-1H 
Huey. Most jumps are made from C-212 
Aviocars, which can carry 18 fully 
equipped paratroops. Current tactical plans 
call for Spanish paras to be deployed to 
combat in increments much like the U.S. 
82nd Airborne Division or the French 11th 
DP, La Brigada Paracaidista could be ex¬ 
panded to division strength during an 
emergency when the Spanish airborne 
school would be operating at full capacity. 

Parachute training for would-be cazadors 


is provided at La Escuela Militar de Para- 
c a idi stas del Ejercito del Aire de A leant aril- 
la (the Air Force parachute school). 
Although it’s officially administered by the 
Spanish Air Force, para instructors are 
drawn from highly experienced men in both 
the Army and Air Force. Spanish Army 
Special Forces troops, Navy U.E.B.C. spe¬ 
cialists (a unit equivalent to U.S. Navy 
SEALs) and others who require parachute 
capability for special missions are all 
trained at the central school. All graduates 
are authorized to wear the black beret which 
marks them as members of Spain’s airborne 
fraternity. 

Exchange parachute training is carried 
out with France, the USA, Argentina, Por¬ 
tugal and several other countries. The basic 
parachute course is a fairly typical military 
static-line regimen but SpecWar soldiers 
generally graduate to advanced free-fall 
courses. 

The basic free-faller’s brevet is awarded 
to those who’ve jumped from under 5,000 
meters and the advanced free-fall (HALO) 
brevet is presented to those who successful¬ 
ly jump from higher altitudes. The ad¬ 
vanced insignia—-a stylized free-faller with 
“HALO” inscribed below — is highly re¬ 
spected throughout the Spanish military. 
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Spanish Foreign Legion parachutist’s brevet 
(top) and Spanish Foreign Legion Special 
Operations Unit insignia (bottom). 



Insignia for one of the Special Operations 
Companies, 


In addition to the Army’s Parachute Bri¬ 
gade, the Spanish Air Force maintains three 
parachute companies under its direct con¬ 
trol, The Spanish Navy has its “SEAL” 
units, including the crack “Comandante 
Gorordo ’ ’ team and the Army has the Uni- 
dades de Opcraciones Especiales (Special 
Operations Units). Each of these unconven¬ 
tional warfare units has a mission that 
roughly matches their equivalent formation 
in the American order of battle. 

They are normally organized into com¬ 
pany-sized units and stationed at strategic 
points inside and outside of Spain’s borders. 
At present two SF companies are assigned 
to each of Spain’s military regions as part of 
the Territorial Defense Brigade. Only one 
SF company is assigned to the Balearic Is¬ 
lands but an entire Special Operations 
Group is based in the country’s 1st Military 
Region which includes the capitol. 

As in the American Army, Spanish SF 
troopers are primarily selected after volun¬ 
teering from other airborne units. They wear 
green berets much like the ones worn by their 
U.S. counterparts. Each trooper receives 
advanced training in both guerrilla warfare 
and counterinsurgency operations. They are 
also skilled in deep-penetration reconnais¬ 
sance, raids and interdiction missions. 


RIGHT: Fighting knife used by Spanish 
Special Operations personnel. 



Spanish Army Parachute Brigade beret 
badge (top) and Spanish Army Special 
Forces beret badge. 


Before he gains his green beret a Spanish 
SF soldier must pass a rigorous period of 
training in such subjects as land navigation, 
close combat, NATO and Soviet Bloc small 
arms, communications and cryptography, 
small-unit tactics, patrolling, ambushes and 
counterambushes, field first aid, intelli¬ 
gence gathering, demolitions, survival and 
night movement. 

There are a variety of special weapons 
available to these units but a favorite is the 
Star Z70/B SMG. Use of a blade in close 
combat or special missions is also stressed 
and a Toledo-steel fighting knife is an im¬ 
portant part of each man’s armament. 

At least 10 days out of each month are 
spent in the field mastering skills that are 
regular aspects of American Army Ranger 
training. Based on the assumption that they 
might someday be pressed into operational 
service inside Spain’s borders itself, the SF 
units train in the villages and cities within 
their regions as well as in “los boonies.” 
Spanish special-warfare troops quickly be¬ 
come masters at military application of 
mountaineering and skiing. Many are 
SCUBA qualified although the primary 
mission for waterborne and underwater 
clandestine operations rests with the Span¬ 
ish Navy equivalent of American SEALs. 



Para Brigade insignia. Left column: (top) 

1st Bandara, (bottom) Logistics Group; 
middle column: (top) 3rd Bandara, (middle) 
2nd Bandara, (bottom) Para Instructor; 
right column: (top) Engineer Group, 
(bottom) Brigade HQ. 

Special Operations troops sometimes 
finds themselves seconded off to the Tercio 
or the Spanish Foreign Legion. Like the 2nd 
REP of the French Foreign Legion, these 
highly skilled Spanish troops have become 
an elite within an elite and add much to the 
clandestine operational capability of their 
units. 

Also listed on the rolls of Spain’s air¬ 
borne fraternity are policemen of the GEO 
hostage resource and counter-terrorist unit. 
These specially trained and highly skilled 
men are all members of Spain’s National 
Police Force and marked by a distinctive 
brown beret worn when in uniform. They 
are all graduates of the parachute school and 
were originally trained by West Germany’s 
hard-hitting GSG-9. GEO forces are reg¬ 
ularly employed on security details for the 
King of Spain and other missions much like 
the U.S. Secret Service. 

Spain may lag behind other NATO na¬ 
tions in overall military capability, but tac¬ 
tical planners in the country have fortunate¬ 
ly not neglected the importance of special- 
warfare formations. Spanish parachute and 
special-operations troops are well-trained, 
highly motivated and tough enough to make 
NATO planners glad Spain is a member of 
the alliance. ^ 
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SOI 7 T & E 



PARA 

KNIFE 


A New Bit 
of British Kit 

by Leroy Thompson 


RIGHT: Sturdy, compact, black-bladed 
utility knife is a favored addition to Para 
equipment. BELOW RIGHT: British 

Steel stock for Para knife blade is a full issue markings on riveted scales 
quarter-inch across the back. include traditional Broadhead. 




T HERE’S a new battle blade 

banging around on the combat kit 
of Great Britain’s hard-fighting 
airborne soldiers. Not many examples 
of this newly adopted weapon have 
made it across the Atlantic but it’s 
clear that the “Red Devils” of the 
Parachute Regiment have been 
handed an excellent 
survival/utility/fighting knife. It’s an 
important adjunct to their equipment. 

Units of the Parachute Regiment 
are deployed from the barren wastes 


of the Falklands to the steamy jungles 
of Belize and in the urban war zones 
of Northern Ireland. They need the 
best tools and weapons available. 
That’s likely what prompted the 
Ministry of Defense to order up a new, 
standard blade for the Paras and 
begin issuing it last year. 

As is the case with much British 
Army equipment, the new knife is 
simple yet functional. At 12 inches in 
overall length and 12 ounces in 
weight, the Para knife is designed for 


rough use in a variety of tasks by field 
soldiers. The seven-inch blade is 1 3 A 
inches wide near the point and is 
almost V 4 -inch thick at the back. There 
is no false edge, but the cutting edge 
is sharp all the way back to a short 
ricasso. That feature indicates the 
British designers were leaning slightly 
toward more utilitarian uses for the 
blade. The design of the point and the 
thick back enable the knife to stand 
up to pressures applied in prying open 
ammo cans or other non-combat 
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acceptance mark, an identification 
number and an “84” date of general 
issue. The lack of any type of 
checkering on the handle panels is a 
disadvantage for soldiers who may be 
using the knife with wet — or bloody 
— hands but the knife does have a 
very comfortable grip, heft and feel in 
the average-size hand. The flared 
pommel is drilled for a wrist thong 
which can come in handy during 
parachute operations to secure the 
knife to individual equipment. 

The knife has been well-balanced 
for hacking and scraping motions but 
it does not handle well when slashing 
or thrusting. Obviously, the new Para 
blade designers considered their knife 
would see more general use than 
knife fights. That’s a logical conclusion 
given conditions on modern 
battlefields. Since the ubiquitous 
Sykes-Fairbairn Commando dagger 
still has an honored space in the kit of 
quite a few Paras, the designers 
probably surmised the dagger would 
be used for close-quarters combat 
and the utility knife would be used for 
camp chores. That may represent 
false logic since few combat men 
have room or inclination to carry more 
than one knife unless they are given a 
special mission that would require 
such redundancy. 

Still, the new Para utility knife can 
perform fairly well in a hack-and-slash 
situation. It is strong and properly 
weighted for a hacking or slashing 
attack. Presuming the Para who uses 
the blade in that sort of encounter has 
kept his knife properly sharpened, he 
should be quite able to lop off limbs or 
deliver killing blows. 

The sheath is of inexpensive leather 
which is riveted and sewn together. It 
will not stand up to much time and 
pressure, especially in tropical 
climates. Paras will likely find a 
substitute of (ccaf manufacture when 
they are deployed to jungle areas. 

The sheath features a retaining strap 
with an eye and stud closure. After 
some break-in, the closure works 
easily and provides relatively quick 
access to the knife. The sheath is 
designed to be worn on the left side 
of standard kit, or — if worn on the 
right — with the knife in reverse 
position. 

The Parachute Regiment utility knife 
certainly isn’t going to convince 
anyone to trade in his Randall, 

Parrish, Timberline, or Lile 
survival/fighting knife but it does 
demonstrate the point that a utilitarian 
blade doesn’t have to be expensive or 
custom-made. ^ 


tasks. 

The blade and other exposed metal 
is blued to eliminate gleam and flash 
problems. The heavy blade is strong 
enough to withstand hammering blows 
if a Para should feel the need to use 
his knife to drive tent-pegs or nails in 
garrison. That doesn’t indicate the 
designers have ignored the possibility 
of a Para using his issue blade to 
dispatch an enemy. 

The crossguard is large enough to 
protect the hand and keep it from 


British Paras’ need for a no-nonsense 
utility knife has been filled. 

sliding forward over the blade in a 
fight but it is not designed for 
parrying. The grip fills the hand well 
and is of the shape normally 
associated with machetes in the 
United States. The grip panels are of 
smooth wood and are stoutly fixed jo 
the knife by three large brass rivets. 
One side of the handle on a sample is 
marked with the broad-arrow MOD 
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I T looks like the evil Manville Gun from 
the movie The Dogs of War, but the 
Armsel Striker semiautomatic shotgun was 
bom in 1978, two years before Hollywood 
had a clue that such exotic weaponry was 
available in the real world. This mul¬ 
tishot scattergun was designed in Rhodesia 
but is currently being manufactured in 
South Africa. Like many of the world’s 
most effective weapons, the Striker has an 


interesting history. 

Import sanctions during the war severely 
restricted the availability of specialized 
weapons in their country so the Rhodesians 
became very inventive. They designed 
weapons, vehicles and equipment to suit 
specific needs in a bloody bush war. Some 
of these inventions survived the fall of 
Rhodesia and were taken across the border 
to South Africa where they are being put to 


good use. The Striker shotgun made that 
journey. 

Only one functioning Striker was actually 
made in Rhodesia toward the end of the war. 
At the end of hostilities, the weapon was 
taken across the border and Armsel of South 
Africa (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 5945, Johan¬ 
nesburg 2000, RSA) became interested in 
developing it. After six years of patient nur¬ 
turing, Strikers are now rolling off Armsel 
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RIKER 

South Africa’s 
Revolving Scattergun 

by Brady Ridgway 



production lines at the rate of 500 per 
month. That does not mean they are readily 
available, either in South Africa or in the 
United States. 

The South African Police have put strin¬ 
gent restrictions on private ownership of 
Strikers. The shotgun was originally in¬ 
tended as a home-defense weapon, but few 
South African homeowners can lay their 
hands on one. Sales within South Africa are 


restricted to security organizations, farmers 
in rural areas or people who can otherwise 
convince the police they have a good reason 
to need a multishot weapon designed for 
something other than hunting. 

At first glance the Striker looks like a 
stockless PPSh41 with a forward handgrip 
added. Those appearances are deceiving. 
What appears to be a drum magazine is 
actually a spring-wound, 12-shot rotary 


ammo-feeding device that functions much 
like the cylinder of a revolver. The weapon 
is cylinder-bored and can accept either shot 
or slug loads of many types. The Striker 
features a skeleton stock that folds forward 
over the receiver. It can be fired with the 
stock in either folded or extended position. 

The Striker fieldstrips into four main 
components: frame (including pistol grip 
and folding stock), barrel (including shroud 
and forward grip), trigger group, cylinder 
and cylinder cover. A rugged composition 
material called “Meehanite” or EN19 is 
used throughout the frame of the Striker but 
the weapon’s barrel is the really interesting 
item. It is made from Dural alloy and 
Armsel recommends that owners do not use 
wire brushes for bore cleaning since that 
would tend to erode the coating. Still, the 
barrel is capable of sustaining extremely 
hard use. The Striker I tested had fired about 
10,000 rounds and still showed no signs of 
wear. A perforated shroud surrounds the 
barrel to facilitate cooling. 

The pistol grip and foregrip are made 
from fiberglass-reinforced polycarbonate 
and are extremely tough. The folding stock 
and cylinder cover are metal and oxidised to 
a dull-black finish. The cylinder is also 
made of aluminum and is rated by Armsel to 
withstand 26,000 rounds per chamber or a 
total of 312,000 rounds before any failure is 
predicted. With proper care, a Striker 
should still be firing long after more con¬ 
ventional shotguns have fallen apart. 

The finish on the weapon is rough and not 
designed for beauty, as befits a close com¬ 
bat weapon. Sights must be ordered special 
from the manufacturer but they are worth 
the extra money. Strikers are designed to 
use Armson OEG Red Dots which are ex¬ 
cellent quick-pointing sights. The top strap 
of the weapon has been drilled to accept this 
unit. The sight must be fitted while the 
cylinder cover is off since the attaching 
screws go through the bottom of the top 
strap and up into the sight. Without it, aim¬ 
ing the Striker is strictly a matter of instinc¬ 
tive pointing using line of sight over the 
barrel. 

Other available accessories include a 
black web sling and a black nylon carrying 
bag. The weight of the Striker makes pur¬ 
chase and use of the sling advisable. It is 
long enough to permit the weapon to be 
carried at the ready. The carrying bag is 
small and unobtrusive but less of a necessi¬ 
ty. It will conceal the Striker with the stock 
folded as well as a limited amount of 
ammunition in the two small side pockets. 

Disassembly of the Striker is fairly sim¬ 
ple and the only tool required is an alien 
wrench which is supplied with the weapon. 
The folding stock is extended and the clock- 
style rotating mechanism of the cylinder 
unwound. That’s a matter of pulling and 
releasing the trigger a sufficient number of 
times until the spring is free of tension. A 
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winding key on the front of the cylinder 
cover must then be unscrewed and removed 
along with the central pivot-shaft. 

To remove the cylinder cover from the 
frame, the alien wrench is used on four 
screws which attach the two components. 
Once this has been done the cylinder cover 
drops easily off the weapon. To separate the 
cylinder from its cover, two securing plates 
must be removed by hand. That reveals the 
mainspring which is made from coil-wound 
piano wire and extremely durable. The 
manufacturer recommends owners do not 
attempt to tamper with the spring assembly. 

Disassembly is completed by removing 
the pistol grip and stock from the frame. 
Once again the alien wrench is used to re¬ 
move three screws holding the two compo¬ 
nents together. A crossbolt safety can then 
be moved to the “fire” position which 
allows the pistol grip to be removed using a 
rearward and downward motion. During 
this procedure, the trigger must be held back 
and out of the way of the trigger guard. The 
Striker is assembled in the reverse order. 

This weapon has some interesting and 
innovative safety features. To prevent an 
accidental discharge that might be caused 
by dropping the weapon with a live round in 
the chamber, the Striker has been designed 
in such a way that the chamber under the 
hammer remains slightly off-center until the 
trigger is pulled. Pulling the trigger halfway 
to the rear brings the chamber into line. 
Pulling the trigger all the way to the rear 
cocks and releases the hammer, firing the 
round. The firing pin is short and inertial so 
the Striker can be dry-fired without any 
damage. 

When the trigger is released, the cylinder 
revolves clockwise, bringing the next 
chamber into the slightly off-center posi¬ 
tion. It’s quite safe but the system involves a 
long, heavy trigger pull. Armsel claims any 
good gunsmith can lighten trigger pull con¬ 
siderably but they manufacture the Striker 
with the heavy pull for safety reasons. With 
the safety on, the trigger can be pulled half¬ 
way to the rear which brings a chamber into 
line but the hammer is blocked. This feature 
is designed to facilitate loading and unload¬ 
ing of the weapon. 

Loading the Striker is not difficult but 
doing it quickly and efficiently takes prac¬ 
tice. The winding key is rotated clockwise 
until the mainspring is fully wound. During 
this procedure, the cylinder will make only 
\ 3 A revolutions because the two drums in¬ 
side the cylinder restrict travel to prevent 
over-winding. When fully wound, the num¬ 
ber 12 chamber lines up with the loading 
gate. Grasp the pistol grip in the left hand 
and engage the crossbolt safety switch lo¬ 
cated behind the trigger guard. Next open 
the loading gate and drop a selected round 
into the chamber in the same manner you 
load most single-action revolvers. Pull the 
trigger and release, bringing the next cham¬ 
ber into line with the loading gate and drop 
in another round. When all 12 rounds have 
been loaded, close the loading gate and re¬ 
wind the mechanism. 



ABOVE: Twelve-shot magazine can be 
removed by simply disassembling a 
two-piece plate at the rear of the cylinder. 


BELOW: The Striker’s ability to hit a 
target can be enhanced by adding the South 
African-made Armson laser-dot scope. 



RIGHT: Close-up of the Striker hammer 
group. 

BELOW: The Striker was designed to allow 
easy loading of shotgun shells into the 
cylinder. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

System of Operation: 

ffllihpr! ... 

,, Spring-driven, revolving cylinder with clockwise rotation 
. ...12-eauge, 2 2 A inch 

ranarifv- . ... 12 rounds of most available types 

Length:...* , 

... 30,7 inches (stock extended) 

Height:--... < 

Width: 

19,7 inches (stock folded) 

. . .... . ., ...6.5 inches 

Weight:. .. 

Barrel length: . 

.9.26 pounds (empty) 

..11.81 inches 



Topped with an Armson scope, the Striker 
is a formidable weapon. 

There is no facility for ejecting spent shell 
cases. To unload or clear the Striker, the 
mechanism must again be fully wound and 
the loading gate opened. With the pistol grip 
in the left hand and the safety on, the shooter 
simply uses his right hand to pull the ejec¬ 
tion rod sharply to the rear which ejects the 
round or shell case. Then pull the trigger 
and release to align the next chamber and 
repeat the procedure. 

The safety switch, which protrudes to the 
right when the weapon is on safe, is disen¬ 
gaged by pushing it through to the left with 
the trigger finger. This maneuver is difficult 
for left-handed shooters but it is a simple 
task to reverse the safety. Armsel does not 
recommend this procedure, especially for 
Strikers that will be general issue weapons 
since it could cause confusion about the 
condition of a modified gun. 

The shooter should always pull the trig¬ 
ger smoothly to the rear in one fluid motion 
in firing a round. The tendency is to take up 
half pressure immediately, bringing the 
chamber into line before completing the 
pull. That’s fine provided the cycle is com¬ 
pleted. If the shooter decides not to fire and 
releases the trigger, the cylinder will rotate 
causing him to skip a round. 

Despite what you’d expect from a short, 
skeleton-stock 12-gauge, Striker recoil is 
relatively tame. The gun can be fired as fast 
as the trigger can be manipulated and 
Armsel claims an experienced shooter can 
usually get all 12 rounds out in three 
seconds. I was not able to make anything 
like that speed and I doubt the validity of the 
factory claim. I would bet on five to 10 


seconds for even the most experienced 
shooter. 

Armsel claims the Striker has 4 ‘literally no 
felt recoil” and “can be fired with one 
hand.” That comes surprisingly close to the 
truth as I discovered in test-firing the 
weapon. Although it is physically impossi¬ 
ble to totally remove recoil from any conven¬ 
tional 12-gauge weapon. Striker recoil is 
very moderate . In comparison to my own 
12-gauge pump, it is almost non-existent. 
The reaction to firing a round is more of a 
gentle shove than a jar. In rapid fire muzzle 
climb can be fairly easily controlled but 
shooters handling the Striker for the first 
time tend to scatter patterns across several 
yards of terrain. Still, for a shotgun with an 
11 -inch tube, the Striker is surprisingly accu¬ 
rate. A string of 12 slugs fired at 30 yards 
grouped well even in rapid-fire sequences. 

There is some gas back-blast problem 
associated with firing the Striker. In the 
original prototype, excess gas escaped 
through seven large holes in the forward 
cylinder cover. It was functional but shoot¬ 
ers found their arms or shirtsleeves black¬ 
ened after a few rounds. Armsel redesigned 
the system and put just three smaller holes in 
the half-plate at the rear of the cylinder. This 
allows the shooter to look at the primers and 
see how many live rounds are remaining but 
back-blast can be felt on the face when 
firing the Striker from the shoulder. It’s not 
uncomfortable and most shooters learn to 
ignore it after a little practice with the 
weapon. Eye protection of some sort when 
firing the Striker is a good idea, especially if 
the shooter wears contact lenses. 

The folding stock of the Striker is rough 
but functional. On most 12-gauge shotguns 
the sharp edge of a metal stock can damage 


the cheek but the light recoil of the Striker 
eliminates the problem. It’s fairly easy to 
keep a tight cheek-weld without discomfort 
in sustained firing. The stock can be folded 
over the top of the weapon by pressing a 
locking button located behind the pistol 
grip. I do not recommend firing with the 
stock folded unless that’s absolutely neces¬ 
sary. Even when firing the Striker from the 
hip, the extended stock gives more positive 
directional control. With the stock folded, 
the Striker suffers from a lack of natural 
“portability.” 

Striker chambers will accept only 2 3 /4- 
inch shells but that leaves an infinite variety 
of types from which to choose. The manu¬ 
facturer recommends only factory-loaded, 
plastic-cased ammunition but the weapon 
will accept paper cartridges quite readily 
with only an occasional jam. That can be 
cleared by inserting a lever through one of 
the holes in the front of the cylinder cover 
and revolving the cylinder until the offend¬ 
ing cartridge is clear of the frame. It works 
but it’s not something I would want to have 
to do while under fire. 

In running 60 rounds through the Striker, 
I experienced only three misfires. One was 
caused by a recessed primer on a round and 
the other two were light hits from the firing 
pin. The last two misfires cycled through 
the gun and fired on a second try. 

A number of mining concerns in South 
Africa have bought Strikers for their securi¬ 
ty forces and both the SAS and the Royal 
Marines’ SBS are considering purchase of 
the weapon. Striker admittedly has limited 
potential in most military tactical applica¬ 
tions, but it is ideal for riot-control work. 
Shooters can manipulate the weapon easily 
to skip chambers thus selecting the type of 
round they want to fire in a given situation. 
Policemen who have used the Striker indi¬ 
cate it is common practice to load the first 
chamber with a tear-gas round, insert rubber 
buckshot into the even numbered chambers 
and load the rest of the cylinder with lead 
shot. 

The Striker has some application to de¬ 
fense of strategic locations in which a sol¬ 
dier or policeman might have to bring a 
large amount of firepower to bear quickly. 
The folding stock makes it easy to use in 
heavy bush or in a vehicle. 

The only real criticism I have is the time it 
takes to reload the Striker. A pump or semi¬ 
automatic shotgun can be topped off before 
it runs dry to keep the gun in action, but the 
Striker is completely out of the fray when 
reloading is required. Still, 12 rounds 
should see most people safely through a 
tight situation. 

Given the current trade embargo between 
the U.S. and South Africa, it’s not likely 
American gun shops will be selling Strikers 
in the near future although Armsel is offering 
the weapon for export. That’s unfortunate 
because it would prove a handy weapon in 
American civil or military police arsenals. 

I was favorably impressed with the Strik¬ 
er. Within the scope of its capabilities, it is a 
fine, functional shotgun. ^ 
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SOF ANALYSIS 


SO/.' ------ 

Kg COPING WITH 

t COtXTER- 
INSIJRGENCY 

Can America Handle the Third World Threat? 


by Dale Andrade 

T HEORIES and arguments over Amer¬ 
ican preparations for counterinsurgen¬ 
cy warfare and low-intensity conflicts are 
flying heavier than lead in a fire fight these 
days. The topic dominates conversation in 
all levels of the Pentagon and special war¬ 
fare formations are once again the glory- 
boys of the U.S. military order of battle. 

It’s a good thing our military planners are 
becoming concerned with the ability to fight 
effectively and win in such scenarios but it’s 
hard to understand why they took so long in 
coming to the conclusion that it’s important. 
Although guerrilla wars have been fought 
around the world practically since men 
learned to pick up sticks and stones against a 
stronger enemy, there has never been a sys¬ 
tem or force for fighting them that has not 
been fraught with controversy. 

Governments have been plagued by guer¬ 
rilla conflicts for centuries and yet none of 
them considered the situation serious 
enough to establish a standing counterguer¬ 
rilla capability. That’s been a costly miscal¬ 
culation and an incredible oversight on the 
part of the American government which was 
established after citizen-soldiers employed 
unconventional warfare to win independ¬ 
ence from Great Britain. Some of this short¬ 
sightedness can be blamed on growing 
pains. 

When the U.S. emerged as a world pow¬ 
er, military thinking held that the best way 
to project influence was with a strong, con¬ 
ventional combat force. That proved valid 
up until the Cold War but there were re¬ 
minders of the importance of unconvention¬ 
al warfare capabilities along the way that 
should have changed conventional military 
minds. 

The first surfaced during World War II. 
Aside from small, under-trained Ranger 
formations, responsibility for unconven¬ 
tional warfare (UW) during WWII was 



The beginnings of unconventional warfare: 
General William Donovan formed the OSS 
in WWII. Photo: AP/Wide World 


passed to the Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS). These unconventional, maverick 
military men are the true ancestors of mod¬ 
em Special Forces. Merrill’s Marauders, 
Rangers, Commandos and the joint U.S.- 
Canadian Special Service Force all fought 
fairly conventionally despite some rather 
unconventional missions. Only the OSS 
regularly provided a multi-faceted, special¬ 
ized group of soldiers ready to fight with or 
train indigenous troops for extended periods 
of time behind enemy lines. 

Under the direction of General William 
Joseph Donovan, the OSS was much more 
than just another branch of the military. 
With an estimated strength of only 13,000, 
the OSS combined the talents of Americans 
from all walks of life to fight or organize 
guerrilla activity. They enjoyed great suc¬ 
cess where they were employed. That 
should have been a clue for the strategists 
and tacticians. 

Perhaps the best-known and most suc¬ 
cessful OSS operation involved “Depart¬ 
ment 101“ in Burma. Using regular Army 


troops, OSS Colonel W. R. Peers directed 
training and equipping of Kachin tribesmen 
to form a deadly guerrilla force which tore at 
the Japanese from 1943 to 1945 in Southeast 
Asia. That operation planted the seeds 
which eventually grew into a valid mission 
for U.S. Army Special Forces. Despite that, 
the lineage of today’s SF is traced officially 
to Ranger units. 

OSS troops had a major effect on the war 
in the ETO, particularly in France. Odd lots 
of Americans — both civilians and soldiers 
— parachuted regularly into occupied 
France and worked directly with the resis¬ 
tance forces fighting a guerrilla-style, hit- 
and-run war against the Nazi invaders. They 
were highly successful in sapping German 
military strength which was shifted from 
facing Allied troops to handle the partisan 
threat. Despite such obvious successes, 
American military planners weren’t in¬ 
terested in having the OSS as a permanent 
part of their establishment. 

Much of that was due to the nature of 
unconventional warriors. From Donovan on 
down through the OSS ranks, they were 
individualists who did everything but 
adhere to the book. After the war. President 
Truman — who was no lover of military 
mavericks — disbanded the OSS on 1 Octo¬ 
ber 1945. U.S. military' leaders breathed a 
collective sigh of relief. They were clear of 
cloak-and-dagger games and could get back 
to the conventional plotting board. 

Still, there remained a nucleus of soldiers 
in the post-war Army that had experience in 
and a high regard for the effectiveness of 
guerrilla war. They fought for establish¬ 
ment of a seperate UW Corps but they were 
stonewalled by the War Department which 
did not have room in a skimpy post-war 
budget for such nonsense. The UW advo¬ 
cates were told creation of an elite organiza¬ 
tion was not in line with the American 
democratic tradition. 

With the exception of some “Ranger 
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Groups,” approved in 1947 to operate be¬ 
hind enemy lines to activate or assist resis¬ 
tance groups and conduct small-unit combat 
operations, the responsibility for UW activ¬ 
ities was gratefully handed over to the CIA. 
Their predecessors, the OSS, had con¬ 
cluded WWII involvement with a seven- 
volume work titled The War Report of the 
OSS. The authors concluded that “special 
operations of a subversive nature” offered 
great potential that “no commander should 
ignore” in his support of wartime military 
operations. They also felt professional 
military officers could learn everything they 
needed to know about UW in four to six 
hours of instruction at the appropriate ser¬ 
vice school. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff disagreed. In a 
1948 memorandum, they concluded that “a 
separate guerrilla warfare school should not 
be established.” Instead, the NME (Nation¬ 
al Military Establishment), in coordination 
with the State Department and CIA, should 
“select personnel, give them necessary 
training in established Army schools, sup¬ 
plemented by courses in other military and 
State Department schools.” Unconvention¬ 
al Warfare was buried by the bureaucracy. 

Conventional combat in Korea affirmed 
the military establishment opinion that a 
UW capability was unnecessary. The U.S. 
had “won” a land war in Asia using con¬ 
ventional methods and although the military 
felt that the limited victory had been less 
than desirable, their belief in conventional 
war had been confirmed. International ten¬ 
sions with the potential for war continued to 
be considered in terms of a major East-West 
confrontation. 

The CIA was beginning to move into the 
field of covert operations and the military 
thought it convenient to let them handle 
low-intensity situations and Third World 
conflicts while they considered more impor¬ 
tant matters. Professional military men 
found involvement in UW distasteful for 
four reasons. First, the Army held no fond 
memories for the OSS-military establish¬ 
ment rivalry during WWII and they didn’t 
want anymore of that unpleasantness. 
Second was the same old story of a lack of 
appreciation for new warfare techniques. 
Third, there was strong suspicion in the 
military about any “elite” forces that could 
turn out to be hard to handle. Finally, a new 
capability like UW would cost more money 
and men which would not be welcomed by 
Congress or the taxpayers. 

The Special Forces concept was buried in 
a back office of the Army’s growing 
Psychological Warfare Department. The 
separate branch idea was kept alive by the 
man who is commonly considered the father 
of modern special warfare. Brigadier 
General Robert McClure. He took up the 
cause and kept it under the noses of Army 
policy-makers until they were forced to do 
something about it. 


TOP: U.S. Army Special Forces troopers 
are trained in the use of small arms from all 
over the world. Photo: U.S. Army 

ABOVE: Special Forces combine their 
fighting skills with an ability to aid rural 
people in embattled Third World countries. 
Photo: U.S. Army 

McClure realized the world situation was 
changing rapidly. Several once-potent colo¬ 
nial powers had expended practically all 
their resources in crushing the Axis during 
World War II and had little left to counter 
violent nationalist movements in posses¬ 
sions far from home. The wars France 
fought in Indochina and Algeria were clas¬ 
sic examples. McClure also understood that 
the situation was not lost on the Soviets. 

They were anxious to exploit the internal 
turmoil by fomenting and funding guerrilla 
wars. Facing reality at last, the Army grudg¬ 
ingly agreed there was a need for a counter¬ 
insurgency (COIN) capability. From the be¬ 
ginning of the road toward a full-blown 


Special Forces program, there was a realiza¬ 
tion that the U.S. would have to exploit 
sympathetic forces in strife-tom countries if 
they wanted to beat the Soviets at their own 
game. 

Army leaders became adamant about re¬ 
trieving the UW mission from the CIA. 
Gen. McClure prepared plans, studies, 
organizational and training programs for a 
new formal U.S. Army UW capability — 
Special Forces. 

The plans envisioned soldiers organized 
into “foreign national units” made up of 
men from different Eastern European coun¬ 
tries. Under the direction of Gen. 
McClure’s deputy, Colonel Russell Volk- 
mann, the mission of the new teams was 
defined to encompass five major areas. 

1. Organization and conduct of guerrilla 
warfare. 

2. Sabotage and subversion. 

3. Ranger and commando operations. 

4. Long-range or deep-penetration re¬ 
connaissance. 

5. Psychological warfare. 
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THE CUTTING EDGE 

Amends mHilary might has bnj-u^ril 
lIn- naliOH thfriugh many drfTkoli cfjal- 
in i.wo cenluries hi I I here is une 

pa fi iCUI j] iy l TO uhlcsOmc 5tu n\ fihr F g 
Mock. Small groups of’EpmmLinfei guer- 
rilla-v— mined with -Soviet weapons and 
:;l dogmatic ideology — have .stood up to, 
and Jn some cases debated, lhe might ol 
die world'.s hkwI liighlv mdu.vLHali?.c:J 
nation. In Hie Jol trine, of warfare ji’s 
cal fed low-in tensity conflict, tern jjismpf 
insurgency and U-jfi ita iiku^L likely diitf- 
len.ee faced hy our armed fnrx.es today. 

Hnw will ihe U.S. handle rhiss in¬ 
creasingly coni men threap Rivalling 
some of the lessons of Vietnam and 
smurfing Iri.inl an apparent inability l.o 
prevent such ^wfivity, military pi aimers 
have put together a gto up of specially 
lmined soldiers who are supposed in 
handle I he brushfirc wu n and lermrist 
incidents which threaten L.5. influence 
in the Third World. All of them have 
nwts m American history, hut never 
have tHey had lhe depth of training or 
importance ol mission that characterizes 
dus 'new elite." They come from all 
branches of the military and their skills 
encompass everything from demolitions 
In Foreign languages. But can these new 
w.nriois rum the dde of insurgency 1 ? 
Only time will tell. 

Each branch of the service has m least 
tiiicgroup 'il these crack unconventional 
units, f lerc’s u li-rj^r' rundown: 

LLS. Army Ranger* 

The US. Army Ranger* imee I hen 1 
routs to Roger's Rangers of French and 
Indian War Lumc hut their present inis- 
>loh began in World War I I nc-^ijdlH^O Its 
operate behind enemy lines. Ranger 
I'ureus wore instrumental in disrupting 
German supply lines and etcuting an 
atmosphere of pandemonium. During 
Lhe Nomiundy hi rulings Rangers were 
used as assault forces on beaches with 
limited landing roorrt. Unfortunately, 
die Germans w*re ready and lhe Rangers 
suffered tremendous casualties. 

Jn the years following WWH Lmd dur¬ 
ing the Vie mum War. the Rangers ra¬ 
il run I thtfir techniques as the Army's, pre¬ 
mier hii-aiul-ruti warrior*. During these: 
day; nf living under the tHmas of nuclear 
war. R?mgers fill Ihe role of a reaction 
force which is designed lo slow a mtra- 
S’i ve. conventional attack by rhe Soviet 
Union until the mu in Allied tenets can be 
brought to beitr Rlingers provide a 
large-salt sirihe capability as well as 
rescue potenti:d ■ btidi phases were 
dcmtiiHitroied m Grenada. 

Rmigoi's are organized and trained us 
ligln in tunny batlqhons — ihcy ddlcr 
irohi oiidinary in \'m \ry in 1 he i r rendines s, 
level of graining und mofivnihmi. Three 
i 1 ins 1 d Ranveis. -— the I *L 2nd und 
3rd fiaiuilkmx of the 75lh fnl'milry 1 — 


oslst. and there are plans [in create a 
regimental headquarters. 

VS- Army Special Forces 

The be si known of the UW units. iKc 
11 S Army Special Forces have been in 
lhe public eye since before the Vietnam 
War. They perform various; missions — 
intelligence-gathering, sabotage or 
cadres for training and advising indige¬ 
nous troops. Because of she complex set 
of TTiiswon&.dhcy require more tiian just 
advanced weapons training and guerrilla 
tactics instnretinn. They also need ex 
pcricncc in languagcj and the instruction 
techniques necessary to teach foreigners 
of varying level* of sophistication. They 
also have a giodmt-levet knowledge in 
site elements of revolutionary warfare 
principles, escape and evasion tech¬ 
niques and demolitions. 

After the Vietnam War. SF was pared 
down io three active group* — the nth 
and 7th M Fort Bragg (one hallnlion of 
the Till is in hmamal and tin; Hlik put! 
ol which is slulinnsd m Fort Pavens, 
Mass, and the rest in Germany. A newly 
react mired U\ Gmup is now toned at 
Furl Lewis. 

The reucitmrlon of the hi Special 
J'mve-H Group represents the liriil major 
step in I W ravii.il i?.ii ion lr* bimjimnx 
will be beefed up in die Imure and the re 
are plans for additional roruty-wiiig 
aviation elements to he taken oves rhun 
Hie Air Force — n niudi-needed if 

i n-..- Army i.s \v luive <m atnomiiiim^ l r \\ r 
ciipability 

Niivy Special Opcr^Uon> Forces 

! he Navy is more than uisthaidewag- 
ons iinsi fluiic.pt They .ue m.so heavily 
■nvnJvcd la \\w opcc;;il warfare gmue 
The K?ivy':; UW forces m divided imo 
two Naval Special Warfare Group* 
(NSWG.i under the vuiTiniMiKler^ of the 
Adunhc and Pacific Fleets. NSW'G 1 b; 
based at Coronado. Culiforniij while 
N'SWG _! operates out ol Utile Crack, 
Virginia. Each group consists of SBAL 
(S^Alr-Latid) Teams and Special Boai 
Squadrons. (SflSk Theie arc additional 
Naval Special Wurhin: Units iNSWUsJ 
with SL.S L and SBS drlaLchnimts hased 
iri Scotland. Puerto Rico lukI (he Philip¬ 
pines. 

Niivy SEAL* luc Gained t^be ul home 
on land or ui the water. They arc the 
seaborne equivalent of the Army Rang- 
l: rs nml Mi.-ir ■■ m eat»-iy.111 es th-em n\ 
shock nci^p>. In ihe event ol an attack in 
! lle vi| iliev will mliltuitc hathor* mid 
water ways to dcslroy ^-hips and docks 


The HJL53 F*av4. L LuVi helicopter gives 
the Air FmTt ih* rnpahility to inseri md 
iMrdi'l UW miwian^ under alm^l unv 
conditions. Vhoim ATWhUt Wuj- 1 d 

SLALs air a double tnreat. They can 
also perforin Jul-and-run nussion* on 
land, using boat* for infiltration and cx- 
iilfLaiion. 

In the past, the Navy has rabed on 
reseiwist* to till out ifse janks of DW 
tinits. Lately however, DOL> ha* de¬ 
cided to include an increase of active 
SEAL platoons in the UW re vital nation 
proerum. By N9l.f there should be ?{) 
SEAL platoong — up from 2{\ in l9fi.L 
Tlie InEMTEBiw is a result of merging the 
old Underwater Demolition Team* 
JUDlV) with the SEAL:;.. 

Training is lough — noshing mo re 
than normal for tin* lype of work, 
though- 

Air Force Special Operations Forces 

T he An Force ha* concentoted its 
UW pritgrum in iwn actions—airtpqine 
weapons plat forms cajole ol pinpoim- 
mg and destroying guerrilla formation* 
and an airlifi section designed to ferry 
UW teams from osltur branches of the 
miluiiL V io and from an objective, 

POD Tuts approved the formation of a 
new min, the 3rd Air Force, to serve a* 
un umbrella comma nil for it* UW etc 
me in* worldwide, l’he*o ronsisi of ^ix 
\K-13(1 Combat Talon airarufl. 10 At • 

13fi Sjiecij^ gunship^ T nine Hhi MiH 
Pnve Low ^iid si* l II- IN helicopter* 
grtacpnl mu. i lie 1st Spec ml D perm ion 
Wing in HurlbuU Meld, noridn: lour 
V1C-1.W; ralong with oilier s.pecm! op¬ 
erations a ire tuft) in Germany and tlic 
Philippines. Also assigned to the Atr 
Force are Combat Control Teams 
(CCTn), which paiachutc into hosiip 
area* either alone m waih Army Special 
forces elemeuls io survey potential drop 
^ones and I mid mg lit; Ids, 

MC'-l30h and IIU-53s are used m 
Jong -ran uc i nfi Ural ion. vxfihrution arid 
rCvSeuc opera liotus. t 'ntnrliniJtely. they 
arc I tin- few .md i!.j(i old. The Air Fm'ee 
hn* receiv(;J mily one new MC-130 in 
lhe [iasi four yeuis. In acenrdanee vvsLii 
ihu neempliELsisiihUW, the Ajr B>rcc 
lias asked lor 10 more MC -130s. DOD 
told them in tlmible ihe figure. 

l"he Vietnam War taught the mithary 
die lulility of lhe doctrine of strategic 
limbing in non-industrializod countries 
The Atr Force seems io have learned ihe 
lc**on piirtieidady wejl Their new- cupa- 
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bility is keyed toward destroying small 
groups of guerrillas without endangering 
civilian populations. 

Marine Corps Force Recon 

Force Recon units don't technically 
fall into the eatagory of UW or COIN, 
but they perform a mission that is unique 
enough to categorize them as special op¬ 
erations units. 

As the name implies. Force Recon 
teams are used for reconnaissance. They 
are clandestinely inserted into hostile 
territory to gather information on the 
enemy and their mission generally pre¬ 
cedes or follows an assault by main force 
units. Force Rccon is the long-range 
eyes and ears of the Corps. 

Force Recon units get into an area 
however they can and Marines who 
make it into Force Recon are parachute- 
and SCUBA-qualified. Recon teams 
consist of four men —* three four-man 
teams to a platoon and six platoons to a 
company. Each Marine is trained to 
observe and notice things that an ordi¬ 
nary grunt would likely never see. At 
present there is only one Force Recon¬ 
naissance Company active in the Corps 
— the 2nd Force Recon Co. based at 
Camp Lejeune, N.C. 



An MC-130 drops flares from fuselage 
pods over a target. Another gunship 
follows. Photo: U.Si Air Force 

These soldiers from all branches of 
the military make up the cutting edge of 
the U.S. counterinsurgency establish¬ 
ment. Lessons learned throughout the 
world have shown the need for an ex¬ 
panded capability and the Reagan Ad¬ 
ministration has shown its support by 
increasing the funds that will go to UW 
ft may not be enough. Even with Con¬ 
gressional approval of Reagan's most 
ambitious proposal, UW would receive 
less than one percent of the defense 
budget through 1990. With those limited 
funds, the military will have to rely on 
training and motivation to get the job 
done. Whatever the method decided on 
to accomplish the mission, the U.S. de¬ 
fense establishment must ensure it has 
the UW capability to match the changing 
threats around the world. 

— Dale Andrade 


Volkmann explained the threat his troops 
would meet with a simplistic illustration. 
He told volunteer UW officers that the 
world was divided into two groups of indi¬ 
viduals unrestricted by national boundaries. 
These layers — red and blue — were held 
together by commmon ideologies. Any fu¬ 
ture war would be waged between these two 
factions. He characterized the blue layer as 
sympathetic to democratic principles and 
said they could be found within the bound¬ 
aries of nations controlled by the red layer or 
the communists. It was this blue layer — 
within the enemy’s sphere of influence — 
that would be used to foster resistance 
movements during a war. Volkmann 
wanted the Special Forces program to train 
soldiers who could exploit that resistance to 
the Reds. 

The primary tactical concern was still 
disrupting a Soviet invasion of Western 
Europe so the Army established a “Theater 
Special Forces Training Command” in the 
U.S. to direct UW forces in that area. They 
were on the road to a true UW force that 
would be versatile enough to handle any 
COIN situation but the CIA threatened to 
disrupt progress. 

Military planners felt the CIA was too out 
of touch with tactics and battlefield tech¬ 
niques to be able to correctly assess and 
direct a guerrilla war. While the Agency 
clearly did not have the assets to fight a 
full-fledged COIN war, they were reluctant 
to share operational information for fear of 
compromising important intelligence 
assets. There was more to the argument than 
simple rivalry. 

Theorists from two distinct UW schools 
of thought were also in disagreement over 
employment of guerrilla assets. The so- 
called “British school’ 7 held that guerrilla 
forces should not dissipate into the field 
until Allied forces were in position to sup¬ 
port them. That seemed fine providing the 
conflict occurred in Europe but it was not 
plausible for creating or controlling turbu¬ 
lence in the Third World. Students of a 
second school held that the first few days of 
a Soviet attack were critical and even a few 
hours of delay in employing UW assets 
could be disastrous. Their theories were still 
aimed at the Soviets but the strategy could 
be modified for application in the Third 
World. The Army totally rejected the first 
strategy and was not very enthusiastic about 
the second but they needed some framework 
for planning and went with the lesser of two 
evils. 

While the planners could now get to 
work, the Army proponents of UW had to 
confront the CIA in the control fight and 
deal with some intense interservice rivalry. 
The Army's position was obvious but the 
Air Force — which had become heavily 
involved in the psychological warfare pro¬ 
gram including aerial resupply of guerrillas 
and air delivery of propaganda leaflets — 
threw in with the CIA. The Army en¬ 
trenched for a serious control fight. 

General McClure needed reinforcements 
and prepared a briefing for the Secratary of 



Demolitions are an important part of UW 
warfare training. These Green Berets 
practice setting charges under a bridge. 
Photo: U.S. Army 

Defense in which he voiced his concerns 
about the bad image that UW had among 
military men. He said Americans would 
simply have to get over their dislike for elite 
units or be buried by an enemy that held no 
such prejudice. “We face an enemy who is 
prepared to take to the field tomorrow morn¬ 
ing,” he said. “In psychological operations 
we are fast approaching a state of readiness, 
but in Special Operations, we are years be¬ 
hind.” 

Meanwhile, McClure’s staff was busily 
searching for a site for the new UW Psycho¬ 
logical Warfare Center, concentrating on 
Fort Benning, Fort Bragg and Fort Camp¬ 
bell. “Make it Bragg if you can,” he told 
them. 

They could, and Ft. Bragg became the 
home of the 10th Special Forces Group on 
19 May 1952. The Army had won the fight 
for control of America’s UW assets. Now it 
was simply a matter of recruiting and train¬ 
ing them as quickly as possible. 

Soldiers accepted for Special Forces 
Group were trained in one or more of five 
fields: operations and intelligence, en¬ 
gineering, weaponry, communications and 
medical aid. New training philosophies 
clearly defined the differences between SF 
troops and Rangers. The SF Group would 
go deep into enemy territory in order to 
organize, equip, train and control indige¬ 
nous guerrilla forces. Rangers would con¬ 
duct shallow penetration of enemy lines for 
limited periods. In the American military 
lexicon, “Special Forces operations” were 
finally synonymous with “unconventional 
warfare.” 

Colonel Aaron Bank became commander 
of the 10th SF Group on establishment. 
Army UW advocates were euphoric but 
reaction within the enlisted ranks was hard¬ 
ly enthusiastic. By August 1952 only 259 
volunteers were trained and available. 
Banks and McClure shifted emphasis to 
counterinsurgency operations and more 
volunteers began to appear at Ft. Bragg. By 
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April 1953, 10th Group was ready for the 
final SF evolution. 

The Nature of Counterinsurgency 

The shift toward COIN ops was a func¬ 
tion of what SF strategists perceived to be 
the changing nature of insurgencies around 
the world. As more potential flashpoints 
surfaced in the Third World, UW planners 
modified their opinions on the best way to 
handle them. Since there was no precedent 
or real experience to draw on, no consensus 
was reached but most authorities agreed on 
basic concepts. 

Most of the * ‘brushfire’ ’ conflicts follow¬ 
ing WWII were outgrowths of the decol¬ 
onization of Africa and Asia. This posed a 
problem for U.S. policymakers who found 
themselves tom between allegiance to for¬ 
mer allies and the inevitable — in some 
cases desirable — collapse of European 
control and influence outside Europe. 
Choosing sides became a quandary and 
American policymakers found themselves 
in bed with unlikely fellows. 

In order to stop the spread of communist 
influence, America had to move against in¬ 
surgency wherever it occurred even if that 
meant supporting less than desirable re¬ 
gimes. The Shah in Iran and President Mar¬ 
cos in the Philippines enjoyed American 
support despite their excesses. The U.S. 
military began looking at such allies to de¬ 
fine the questions and provide answers for 
dealing with COIN warfare. 

In the Philippines, Malaya and Indochi¬ 
na, guerrilla factions were clearly sym¬ 
pathetic to Soviet expansion efforts. Special 
Forces troops would not be welcomed in 
these factions so the solution seemed to be 
providing COIN training and equipment for 
the forces of existing pro-Western govern¬ 
ments. It had to be very low-key. Too much 
U.S. involvement would raise the specter of 
neocolonialism. 

That presented significant problems in 
government, military and public circles. 
Few Americans understood the real nature of 
COIN warfare. Insurgency and counterin¬ 
surgency are diametrically opposed. For the 
insurgents and the counterrevolutionary 
forces, the war is total with survival at stake. 
A third party — such as the United States — 
that becomes involved in the conflict does so 
with limited goals and commitments. 

From the objective American point of 
view, involvement in these conflicts as a 
third party creates moral and ethical prob¬ 
lems that do not usually coincide with the 
democratic norm. Such wars are dirty, no- 
holds-barred struggles rather than commit¬ 
ments with clear-cut goals and black or 
white issues. Success depends on the com¬ 
mitment and skill of the people who are 
involved in psychological warfare, the peo¬ 
ple on the ground who are face to-face with 
the indigenous population rather than supe¬ 
riority in force or direct combat capability. 

All that was very difficult for anyone but 
a dedicated UW expert to understand. Guer¬ 
rilla conflicts are distinct from traditional 
American perceptions of war in which so¬ 
phisticated weapons and machine-oriented 


Two members of an SF A-team take stock 
of the terrain from their defensive position. 
Photo; U.S. Army 

tactics are employed to destroy an enemy 
which is easily recognized and defined as a 
clear threat to immediate U.S. intrests. 
When those prerequisites are absent, the 
American military finds it very difficult to 
become involved in a Third World conflict. 

One thing was clear to the insiders con¬ 
sidering U.S. involvement in communist- 
inspired insurgencies such as the one taking 
place in Vietnam. U.S. forces must be em¬ 
ployed in a support role. There could be no 
M Americanization” of the war. Pre- 
Vietnam War government studies on COIN 
reflected the need for the U.S. to stay in the 
support role. They prophetically stated that 
if U.S. troops were used, the real objective 
had failed. Direct involvement should be a 
last resort. Unfortunately, Americans who 
would be asked to support the effort did not 
understand such things at all. 

The Test of War — Vietnam 

American Special Forces troops had a 
dress-rehearsal for the main show in Viet¬ 
nam with “Operation White Star” in Laos. 
To thwart increasing communist activity in 
the country, SF teams — wearing not-yet- 
officially authorized green berets — organ¬ 
ized and trained Meo Montagnard tribes¬ 
men in the art of guerrilla war. Moving into 
the lush, sparsely populated jungles of the 
Laotian interior, SF teams helped direct 
harassment of the communist Pathet Lao 
and their North Vietnamese mentors. 

The program was effective but it was not 
carried far enough and the communists 
eventually won in Laos. The SF teams were 
successful in bringing together a group of 
people that could fight their own war with¬ 
out direct involvement of conventional 
American troops. That was the basis on 
which they were deployed to Vietnam dur¬ 
ing the early part of the war, but unfortu¬ 
nately, theory and practice became sepa¬ 


rated rapidly. 

Although White Star has become the most 
well-known of the early COIN programs, it 
was by no means the only one. In February 
1956, the 1 st Observation Group was formed 
by the South Vietnam Military Command to 
organize guerrilla bands just below the 17th 
parallel in the event of an invasion. Their 
mission was to provide early warning of 
NVA military activity along the DMZ and to 
sabotage lines of communication behind an 
invading force. Trained at Nha Trang, the 
305-man group functioned outside normal 
military channels. 

By 1961, the 1st Observation Group had 
made shallow penetrations into Laos and 
limited forays into North Vietnam and the 
group’s potential for harassment of the 
enemy and intelligence-gathering impressed 
both the military in Saigon and the planners 
in Washington. President John F. Kennedy 
was so impressed with both the White Star 
Program and the 1st Observation Group that 
within the First days of his administration, he 
adopted a COIN plan that called for a 500- 
man expansion of these covert missions. 

While these early COIN programs were 
fairly effective, they were compromised by 
bureaucratic infighting. As in the early days 
of UW, both the CIA and the military felt 
they were best suited to manage COIN. The 
CIA was having problems with psychologi¬ 
cal warfare in Vietnam and then-Defense 
Secretary Robert McNamara believed that 
their lack of success stemmed from the lim¬ 
ited resources available to a civilian organi¬ 
zation like the CIA. Since the military had 
greater resources at their fingertips, McNa¬ 
mara ordered the formation of a joint mili- 
tary-CIA team to implement the COIN pro¬ 
gram and the Military Assistance Command 
Vietnam (MACV) established the Studies 
and Observation Group (SOG) in January 
1964. 

SOG was a top secret organization which 
reported directly to the JCS. MACV had no 
authority outside South Vietnam and almost 
all SOG missions took place beyond its bor- 
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ders. Every SOG operation had to be 
approved by McNamara and President 
Johnson — outside the White House in¬ 
formation on SOG existed on a need-to- 
know basis. The secret group was made up 
of volunteers from the 5th Special Forces 
Group and specialists from the CIA. Under 
the guidance of SOG’s first commander. 
Colonel Clyde Russell, the group ran only 
limited ops, mostly against the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail outlets in South Vietnam. Col. Rus¬ 
sell’s successor, Colonel Donald Black¬ 
burn, pushed teams into Laos in the spring 
of 1966. That same year, Blackburn’s suc¬ 
cessor, Colonel John K. Singlaub, was 
given permission to operate in Cambodia. 
SOG was on the way toward holding an 
important position in COIN operations. 

From operating bases in South Vietnam, 
SOG developed a capability to launch air¬ 
borne SLAM (seek, locate, annihilate and 
monitor) missions behind enemy lines in 
Laos and Cambodia. Since SOG units oper¬ 
ated secretly and their achievments went 
unreported, its soldiers failed to get their 
deserved medals because America could not 
admit that they were penetrating into forbid¬ 
den areas. 

Not all COIN plans were geared toward 
carrying the war to the enemy beyond South 
Vietnam’s borders. By far the most success¬ 
ful were the Special Forces’ Civilian Irregu¬ 
lar Defense Groups (CIDG) which enjoyed 
a fair amount of success in the COIN phase 
of the Vietnam War. Sent to Vietnam in 
February 1962, these SF CIDG became an 
important part of the effort to battle the 
communists on their own ground. From its 
cautious beginnings, the CIDG program 
grew rapidly and by the end of 1964, 44 SF 
camps had been set up in South Vietnam. 
By living and fighting inside the commu¬ 
nists’ area of operations, these SF teams 
showed the people that they were serious 
about protecting them in the face of VC 
terror. The Green Berets truly won the 
hearts and minds of their Montagnard 
charges but like most of the other attempts at 
COIN warfare, it was not enough. 

The U.S. was aware of the importance of 
these UW teams but they were not willing to 
allocate the time or resources to make them 
work. Whenever these teams got an armed 
reaction from the communists, convention¬ 
al forces would take over; the generals were 
convinced that, at last, the enemy was going 
to stand up and fight. With the notable ex¬ 
ception of SF A-teams based in the Central 
Highlands — again helping to organize the 
Montagnards — Special Forces units fre¬ 
quently found themselves employed on mis¬ 
sions that should have been given to more 
ordinary small units. It was inevitable given 
the mind-set that developed in the wake of 
the escalating war in Vietnam. Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Interna¬ 
tional Affairs Noel C. Koch charges that the 
Army used SF when they needed a highly 
motivated, specially trained group of men to 
get a job done. That’s understandable but it 
marks a continued lack of understanding on 
the part of conventional military thinkers 



Navy SEALs operating in the Mekong Delta 
during the Vietnam War hit the VC where 
they least expected it — in their own 
villages. Photo: U.S.Navy 


Fast hit-and-run raids are central to SEAL 
tactics. This M3 Grease-gun-toting SEAL 
moves toward an objective. 



about the methods in COIN warfare. 

Because the U.S. failed to correctly iden¬ 
tify the the nature of the war, tactics were 
inevitably marred. The military talked loud¬ 
ly about “winning hearts and minds’’ while 
they misused the troops trained and moti¬ 
vated to do that. It was a situation that few 
tacticians understood and fewer profession¬ 
al soldiers were prepared to handle. In the 
face of such confusion and a lack of popular 
understanding at home, American military 
leadership fell back on what it knew best — 
conventional warfare. 

The military saw Viet Cong main force 
units as the key to their dilemma and promptly 
took conventional measures to destroy them. 
The VC were challenged by a growing num¬ 
ber of conventional units to stand and do bat¬ 
tle. That was against the long-term interests of 
the communists. They fully understood the 
nature of the conflict. 

American forces, applying the classic 
Army doctrine of aggressively seeking out 
the enemy and destroying his main force 
units, fought bloody battles in the rough 
country along the DMZ and in the jungles of 
the Central Highlands. The enemy fought 


when they had an advantage and slipped 
away into sanctuaries in Cambodia and 
Laos when they did not. In the face of this 
frustration, U.S. military leaders became 
obsessed with “body counts’’ to make the 
American public see progress in the war 
effort. Unfortunately, they ignored the fact 
that a strategy of attrition carried out by 
conventional forces left the enemy infra¬ 
structure free to work on what was critical to 
the political phase of the war — the indoc¬ 
trination of the hamlets and villages. 

While certain sweeps were necessary to 
provide a shield behind which the pacifica¬ 
tion program could proceed, massive 
“search and destroy’’ missions became an 
end unto themselves and obscured the real 
issues of a counterinsurgency war. The rev¬ 
olution had started in the villages and ham¬ 
lets of rural Vietnam but the U.S. was fight¬ 
ing a conventional battle and failing to use 
available assets to push the revolutionaries 
out of their environment. 

The pacification effort—the real mission 
of Special Forces in Vietnam — became 
something of a sideshow in the most critical 
years of the war. Special Forces were no 
longer very special in the overall scheme of 
things in Southeast Asia. 

A study in 1966 suggested that the paci¬ 
fication program should be the central focus 
of the joint U.S./Vietnamese war effort. 
Destruction of communist main force units 
by American troops was not the primary 
solution to the complex challenge facing the 
South Vietnamese and SF-backed pacifica¬ 
tion teams but that’s where the emphasis 
was placed. The American command real¬ 
ized from the very beginning the potentially 
damaging effect that employment of con¬ 
ventional tactics and firepower could have 
on the war effort. They issued a complex set 
of rules of engagement (ROE) governing 
the conduct of ail operations in Vietnam. 

General Westmoreland, commanding 
MACV, cautioned his field commanders 
that “the utmost in discretion and judge¬ 
ment must be used in the application of 
firepower.’’ In a statement to the press in 
August of 1966, he outlined the nature of 
the war saying that it was a 4 'conflict fought 
among people, many of whom are not par¬ 
ticipants, or even closely identified with the 
struggle. People, more than terrain, are the 
objectives in this war, and we will not and 
cannot be callous to those people.” 

That should have placed the burden of 
COIN operations on U W units but it did not. 
Such sentiments were in direct opposition to 
the mind-set of conventionally trained offi¬ 
cers who thought the war hinged on their 
ability to go out and “kill VC.” If SF had 
been used more closely in conjunction with 
the pacification effort from the very begin¬ 
ning of the war, there would have been no 
need for that or for the hostile public opinion 
generated by growing American casualty 
figures. Prosecution of the war would have 
remained in the hands of the Vietnamese 
where it belonged and the American mili- 

Continued on page 139 
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REDEEMING 
VIETNAM RELICS 

Souvenirs Become Combat Collectibles 


I T’S taken 10 years for the collectors to 
come out of the closet, but souvenirs 
from the war in Vietnam are rapidly becom¬ 
ing hot items among veterans and military 
buffs who have been starved for tangible 
symbols of America’s most controversial 
conflict. Now that it’s OK to admit there 
was a war and vets can count on not being 
immediately rebuked for saying they helped 
fight it, more and more arms and equipment 
shows as well as dealers in militaria are 
featuring war trophies or booty from the 
battlefields of Vietnam. 

There are big bucks involved in the phe¬ 
nomenon. A Type 51 pistol, the ChiCom 
variant of the Russian Tokarov, carried by 
an NVA or VC officer, can fetch $300 or 
more and even common communist medals 
such as the Viet Cong Liberation Exploit 
Medal Third Class sell for a minimum of 
$200. That may seem incredible but it’s 
actually quite understandable in context of 
the Vietnam-era sociological situation. 

Unlike veterans of World War II who 
brought home Nazi trinkets or Japanese battle 
flags by the gross as trophies of their victoiy, 
most of America’s Vietnam vets actually 
avoided picking readily available enemy 
equipment as souvenirs of their service. They 
knew about the rejection and misunderstand¬ 
ing they could expect back home and were not 
anxious to advertise the fact that they had been 
part of an unpopular war. What they did bring 
home—even their own unique uniform items 
— was promptly buried in an old duffel bag or 
footlocker and forgotten. 

Then came a major mood swing in the 
early 1980s. America admitted her military 
men and women fought professionally and 
honorably in Vietnam despite the ultimate 
result of the war. The souvenirs resurfaced 
and the dealers began to corner a lucrative 
market. “Quality war souvenirs from 
Southeast Asia are hard to find,” said one 
East Coast dealer. ‘The demand far out¬ 
strips the supply.” 

Among the most popular items are NVA 
belt buckles, made of brass/bronze or alumi¬ 
num and depicting a five-pointed star (about 
$50), SKS carbines ($125-150), Viet Cong 
flags ($60-75), VC and NVA medals and 
badges, enemy propaganda leaflets, ARVN 
patches and medals, and U.S. Special Forces 
or LRRP team patches and virtually any sort 
of enemy combat equipment. ^ 



Canteens carried by enemy soldiers were 
often picked up by U.S. troops. Photo: 
Darrel Lulling 
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COMBAT COMMERCE 

Fma little embarrassed to admit this, 
but what the hell. The war’s been over 
for 10 years. The war-souvenir situation 
in Vietnam spawned a cottage industry, 
a couple of enterprising con men and 
several potential alcoholics among my 
small unit of Marines in the I Corps area. 

It ail started as a protest to what we 
angrily called the “Carrie Nation Syn¬ 
drome.” Some straight-laced weenie on 
the command staff decreed that no 
Marine in Vietnam below the rank of 
Staff NCO would be allowed to buy 
booze. This decidedly unpopular dictum 
was reinforced by simply cutting off the 
portion of our ration cards which author¬ 
ized us to purchase specified amounts of 
beer and whiskey if and when we could 
reach a PX that stocked such things . We 
could have lived with it if everyone was 
in the same boat but soldiers, sailors and 
airmen in our area did not fall victim to 
the prohibition and could buy all the 
booze their ration cards would allow. 

It was clearly a case of discrimination 
but we were in no position to bring a 
class action suit against the III Marine 
Amphibious Force That’s why we got 
into the war-souvenir business. 

As Marine Combat Correspondents, 
we humped with a wide variety of units 
from the DMZ south and they were glad 
to have us along as extra guns in an even 
wider variety of major ops, ambushes 


and assorted fire fights. In the aftermath 
of these punch-ups, the grunts would 
leap for and fight over SKS carbines and 
ChiCom pistols which would make legal 
war souvenirs. We were free to pick and 
choose from anything else the thorough¬ 
ly zapped Zips no longer required. Be¬ 
fore long we had a large store of illegal 
AK-47s, assorted enemy web gear, 
belts, hats, helmets and anything else we 
could carry to the rear in a pack or willy- 
peter bag. 

Down the road from our headquarters 
was a SeaBee compound which con¬ 
tained a bunch of construction sailors 
that rarely left the rear areas. They had 
lots of booze and absolutely no access to 
souvenirs that they could take home to 
prove they’d been in the war. It was a 
case of supply and demand. We rapidly 
established a thriving commerce and 
several world-class hangovers. 

When the market became saturated, 
we moved our scam to the Air Force 
units at Danang air base and scored even 
better with airmen who served a year in 
Vietnam and never got outside the wire. 
They’d buy anything as a genuine NVA 
or VC war souvenir that could not be 
readily identified as U.S. issue and was 
pitched wiib an appropriately bloody 
war story. Business was booming and so 
were our alcohol-soaked heads. 

One particularly effective scam that 

Continued on page 127 
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ABOVE: Soviet-made gas masks played 
little part in the war, but they made the day 
for any collector lucky enough to find one. 


BELOW: NVA bush hats (left), helmets 
(right), fatigue shirts and canteens often 
went to the Marines in I Corps because they 
had the most contact with them in the early 
days of the war. 



ABOVE LEFTrlf a patrol was lucky enough 
to kill an enemy officer, they might come 
home with a few ComBloc holsters. Photo: 
Darrel Lulling 

ABOVE RIGHT: Some of the easiest-to-find 
enemy equipment in Vietnam included 
locally made web gear, stick grenades 
(bottom right) and cleaning-oil containers 
for ComBloc weapons (bottom left). 

ABOVE RIGHT (top): An NVA’s battle kit 
might include an E-tool, pistol holster, as 
well as large gear and magazine pouches. 

BELOW: An NVA belt buckle taken from a 
dead communist during the battle for Hue 
in 1968. 




ABOVE: Web gear used by the communists 
was either manufactured in North Vietnam 
or made locally in the South. Photo: Darrel 
Lulling 

BELOW: Shoulder pouches for carrying 
stick grenades were a favorite prize for 
souvenir-hunting soldiers. Photo: Darrel 
Lulling 
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SOF’s 
WIDE 
WORLD 
OF WAR 


Over the past 10 years Soldier of Fortune 
correspondents and training teams have 
chased wars and insurgencies around the 
world to bring readers a unique, over-the- 
rifie-sights view of the fights for — and 
against — freedom. Grueling treks to and 
through the world's hot-spots have gained 
SOF a reputation for telling a story like no 
other magazine can. These are some of our 
major accomplishments in the first decade. 


(T) The Mojave Desert: When American mili¬ 
tary planners decided to improve the nation’s 
capability to fight in the deserts of the Middle 
East, SOF correspondents followed the troops 
into the blazing Mojave and reported on Army, 
Marine Corps and Air Force units being trained 
for rapid deployment to some of the most rugged 
combat conditions in the world. 

( 5 ) Hollywood: SOF reports on the movies — 
especially those that depict mercenaries or Viet¬ 
nam combat troops — to keep Tinsel Town on its 
toes. We provide honest, insightful reviews that 
keep readers from wasting time and money on 
cheap rip-offs. 

( 5 ) Alaska and the Arctic: Fighting the cruel 
weather in these areas, SOF accompanies Amer¬ 
ican and allied military units — including the 
Eskimo Scouts of the Alaska National Guard — 
across the tundra. 

(4) New York: As part of increasing coverage of 
law-enforcement efforts to police America’s 
mean streets, SOF is set to bring readers a first¬ 
hand report on the NYPD’s tow-profile Stake- 
Out Unit, the men who are frequently forced to 
shoot first and ask questions later. 

■ (5) Washington, D.C.: SOF experts advise 
members of the legislature on Soviet capabilities 
and testify before Congressional committees on 
Yellow Rain, MIAs and the situation in Central 
America. Our correspondents provide thought¬ 
ful, unique analyses of defense issues and foreign 



policy from exclusive sources at the seat of gov¬ 
ernment. 

( 5 ) Mexico: Along America’s strategic southern 
border and into the interior, SOF correspondents 
report on efforts to control the flow of Central 
American refugees, Mexico’s declining defense 
capabilities, and efforts to stem the flow of illegal 
drugs into the U.S. 

(?) Cuba: SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown had 
his tirst exposure to communist betrayal in a visit 
to Cuba after the revolution. From the Marielle 
evacuation to Angola, SOF has tracked Castro’s 
Cuban operatives and their efforts to spread com¬ 
munist influence around the world. 

(S) Haiti: Through firsthand observation and in¬ 
terviews with American meres who fought there, 
SOF continues to cover this volatile island para¬ 
dise. 

@ Grenada: SOF military experts gave U.S. 
intelligence unexpected insights through on- 
island investigation and analysis of incriminating 
top secret documents abandoned by the collapsed 
New Jewel regime. 

@ Central America: SOF correspondents and 
training teams report on and improve the battle¬ 
field capabilities of El Salvador’s armed forces as 
well as those of the anti-communist Freedom 


Fighters in Nicaragua. Coverage in this turbulent 
region includes time spent in the field with British 
Forces securing tiny, strategic Belize and with 
other units in Panama, Honduras and Guatamala. 
@ Surinam: SOF presents an exclusive, first- 
person report from an American mere who was a 
military commander with the Surinamese Libera¬ 
tion Forces. He tells of training, planning, com¬ 
bat and ultimate betrayal in this little-known war. 
@ Peru: An SOF reporter eludes strict control 
and reports first-hand observations from battle- 
scarred Ayacucho. His stories provided a strange 
perspective on Peru’s mystical Marxist Indian 
revolutionaries. 

(ij, Brazil: An SOF correspondent obtains the 
first interview with noted Belgian mere Black 
Jack Schramme since he was imprisoned in his 
chosen country. It’s a new view of what really 
happened during the bloody war in the Congo. 
@ The Falklands: SOF’s source for a firsthand 
report of Great Britain’s hard-won victory in the 
South Atlantic was on the ground with the landing 
forces. His insights painted a stirring portrait of 
what the British Paras and Royal Marines went 
through to defeat Argentine defenders. 

@ Angola and West Africa For two arduous 
months an SOF correspondent accompanied 
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Angolan anti-communist resistance forces patrol¬ 
ling the cruel bush of their homeland. Exclusive 
coverage of mercenary activities in this part of 
Africa makes SOF a source for what little in¬ 
formation emerges from the interior. 


in this strategic part of the African continent. 
@ Northern Ireland: Despite the danger in the 
streets of Belfast, SOF correspondents accom¬ 
pany British troops on tense patrols and provide 
First-hand details of IRA terror tactics. 


@ Southern Africa: SOF explodes myths con¬ 
cerning the complex relationship between blacks 
and whites in this turbulent part of the world. 
Correspondents with service in Rhodesia’s most 
well-known military formations return to Zim¬ 
babwe to view the aftermath of war and the fail¬ 
ures of a communist government. SOF military 
experts assess the growing threat to stability 
posed by the situation in Mozambique. 

@ East Africa: SOF continues to cover one of 
the last and most dangerous outposts of the 
French Foreign Legion. Our reports from the area 
are written by former Legionnaires who provide 
some shocking revelations about service in this 
fascinating force. 

@ Libya: Despite the most stringent cen¬ 
sorship, SOF’s professional military experts 
manage to keep a close eye on Colonel Qadaffi 
and this hot-bed of international terrorism. 

@ Morocco; SOF correspondents are on the 
ground with the Sultan’s forces Fighting an in¬ 
creasing threat of communist-inspired terrorism 


@ NATO Nations: Traveling with the elite 
combat and anti-terrorist forces of Europe, SOF 
correspondents give readers Firsthand observa¬ 
tions on the strengths and weaknesses of our 
allies. Experienced observers provide startling 
analyses of NATO capabilities while humping in 
the bush with troops on annual exercise in Scan¬ 
dinavia as well as central and southern Europe. 
@ Warsaw Pact Nations: SOF analysts keep a 
sharp watch on the weapons and tactics of the 
opposition even if it requires riding an East Ger¬ 
man armed patrol boat into the Baltic Sea and 
interviewing communist sailors. 

@ The Middle East: SOF correspondents 
penetrated Beirut even before the 1982 Israeli 
assault on the PLO. Firsthand reports Filed by 
reporters on the ground with the U.S. Marines in 
1983 added to our coverage of continuing faction¬ 
al Fighting in this area. Outside professional mili¬ 
tary circles, SOF brought First word to the world 
of Western trainers for Saudi Arabian defense 
forces. SOF analysis of the continuing Iran-lraq 


war included exclusive battlefield reports. A 
veteran trainer told the firsthand story of his ex¬ 
periences with a secret U.S. Special Forces A- 
team working with Jordan’s commandos. SOF 
correspondents jumped with Israeli Defense 
Force parachute units and filed glowing reports 
on these formidable airborne soldiers. 

@ U.S.S.R: Due to a series of intelligence 
coups scored in Afghanistan and elsewhere, SOF 
is cited as one of the most authoritative sources in 
the world for technical information on Soviet 
weaponry. 

@ Afghanistan: SOF correspondents are a 
favorite of the hard-fighting mujahideen. Our 
eyewitness reports of actual engagements with 
Soviet and Kabul-regime troops have provided 
some of the most searing insights into the Afghan 
Holy War to liberate their country. SOF’s assess¬ 
ment of various tribal factions and their special 
interests has increased worldwide understanding 
of a gallant people and a brutal war. 

@ India: Other sources were not so lucky, but 
an SOF reporter managed to stay on the ground 
during the Punjab Battle for the Golden Temple 
between Sikh separatists and government troops. 
Our coverage of violence in this populous nation 
included Firsthand reports following the assas¬ 
sination of Prime Minister Indira Ghandi. 

@ Sri Lanka: As this issue went to press an 
SOF correspondent was on the island nation pre¬ 
paring to File exclusive reports and photographs 
of Fighting between government forces ancf the 
Fierce Tamil Tiger guerrillas. 

@ Burma: Regular access to the anti¬ 
communist resistance forces provided SOF cor¬ 
respondents with a unique perspective on this 
area. Our reporters were on the scene to provide 
exclusive reports of the Burmese Army — using 
helicopters provided by the U.S. to help in anti¬ 
drug smuggling efforts — cornering the Karen 
National Liberation Army. 

@ Cambodia SOF correspondents slipped 
through a tight security net to get Firsthand 
observations of the resistance to continuing Viet¬ 
namese occupation of this country. Our reports 
from the border refugee camps were particularly 
moving. 

@ Thailand: Continuing coverage of the mili¬ 
tary capabilities of this pro-Western country have 
been obtained by SOF staffers using helicopters, 
motorcycles, bicycles and parachutes. We con¬ 
centrated on Ranger and Airborne units who are 
guarding the country’s border with communist- 
occupied Cambodia. 

@ Philippines The Moro War has not ended 
and separatists continue to resist the troops of 
President Ferdinand Marcos. SOF is on the scene 
throughout the archipelago from Luzon to Minda¬ 
nao. 

@ Taiwan: Our SOF weapons experts traveled 
to this bulwark of freedom in Asia to look at 
military hardware and report on continued resis¬ 
tance to the communist regime in mainland China. 
@ Korea: SOF correspondents spent time with 
crack fighting units from the DMZ south to report on 
the war that won’t end on this troubled peninsula. 
@ The Pacific: As part of SOF’s continuing 
coverage of man’s quest for adventure, we are 
scheduled to report on a dive into the murky 
lagoon of Truk where Imperial Japan lost much of 
her wartime support shipping to Allied air 
attacks. Coverage will also include a visit by 
veterans of both Japanese and American forces to 
the tiny island of lwo Jima, scene of some of the 
PaciFic Campaign’s bloodiest fighting.^ 
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SOF’s 

ROGUES’ 

GALLERY 


Over the years , SOF has brought readers per¬ 
sonal glimpses of genuine soldiers and adventur¬ 
ers who cover the action around the world , help 
train people fighting for freedom in their country 
and — in their spare time — help put out a 
magazine with the reach and appeal of Soldier of 
Fortune. We thought it was about time our read¬ 
ers saw the faces that go with the names of these 
dedicated professionals. 

Brig. Gen. Harry C. “Heine” Aderholt 
(USAF, Ret.) 

Served in the military for 34 years, 26 in uncon¬ 
ventional warfare operations, including a tour as 
Air Officer for MACV/SOG in Vietnam. He was 
the last general officer out of Southeast Asia as 
CO of MACThai in August 1976. 

Cliff Albright 

Retired Republic Airlines DC-9 captain. Command¬ 
er, Phantom Division, Tennessee Airborne, master 
parachute rigger, jumpmaster and instructor. 

Sam Allen 

Class Three machine-gun dealer in North Carolina. 
Serves on the county sheriffs auxiliary and Special 
Tactical and Rappelling (STAR) teams. Armorer in 
Central America. 

George Bacon III 

Special Forces medic in Vietnam, CIA case offi¬ 
cer in Laos, CIA Intelligence Star recipient. KIA 
on 14 Feb. 1976 while fighting the spread of 
communism in Angola. 

Bill Brooks 

SOF’s military history editor, veteran of the U.S. 
Army’s 82nd Airborne Division. Completed 
five-year hitch with French Foreign Legion, dis¬ 
charged as a sergeant. Urban-warfare trainer in 
Central America. 

Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown (USAR, Ret.) 

Editor/Publisher of Soldier of Fortune. Assisted 
Cuban and Haitian exiles in 1960s. In 1968-69, 
served as S-2, 2/18, 1st Division; CO of Special 
Forces team A-334 in Vietnam advising Montag- 
nards. Trained in intel and Cl. Has reported and 
advised on wars and armies on every continent for 
more than 20 years. 

Harry Claflin 

SOF’s unconventional-operations editor and for¬ 
mer USMC Force Recon NCO in Vietnam and 
Laos. Owner, Starlight Training Center, Liberal, 
Missouri. Weapons trainer in Central America. 

Jim Coyne 

U.S. Army helicopter door-gunner in Vietnam. 
SOF reporter and trainer in Thailand, Laos 
(Liberty City) and Afghanistan. 



Brig. Gen. Harry C. “Heine” Aderholt 
(USAF, Ret.) 
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John Donovan 

SOF’s explosives/demolitions editor and owner of 
Donovan Dynamiting of Danvers, Illinois. For¬ 
mer major in Special Forces. Demo trainer in 
Central America and Afghanistan. Master para¬ 
chutist and SCUBA diver. 

Dana Drenkowski 

SOF’s aviation editor and graduate of U.S. Air 
Force Academy. Flew more than 200 combat 
missions over Southeast Asia in F-4s and B-52s. 
Awarded two Distinguished Flying Crosses. 
Served in Rhodesia and Central America. 

Larry Dring 

Special Forces captain, four tours in Vietnam, 
decorations included five Purple Hearts, Cambo¬ 
dian Medailie Militaire, four awards of the Viet¬ 
namese Cross of Gallantry, four Bronze Stars and 
two Silver Stars. SOF adviser in Beirut. Died 25 
Aug. 1983 of heart attack. 

Capt. Dale A. Dye (USMC, Ret.) 

SOF Executive Editor, a 21-year Marine Corps 
veteran who rose through the ranks. Vietnam 
tours included 31 combat ops. Bronze Star with 
combat V for valor, three Purple Hearts, Viet¬ 
namese Cross of Gallantry and VN Honor Medal 
(First Class). Trained with Royal Marines and 
served in Beirut with multinational force. In¬ 
direct-fire weapons trainer in Central America. 

Maj. Mike Williams 

Served in USA Special Forces, 1952-60, includ¬ 
ing combat tour in Korea. Fought in the Congo in 
1964. Served as tactical OIC, Grey Scouts, in 
Rhodesia in 1976-78. Adviser to numerous exile 
groups. Licensed commercial pilot and merchant 
marine captain. 

Michael D. Echanis 

Purple Heart winner in Vietnam. Martial arts in¬ 
structor, former instructor for U.S. Army Special 
Forces and U.S. Navy SEALs. Somoza’s chief 
military adviser until his plane crashed and Echanis 
was KIA on 8 Sep. 1978 near Lake Nicaragua. 



Dana Drenkowski 



Larry Dring 





Michael D. Echanis 


Paul Fanshaw 


Paul Fanshaw 

Six-year veteran U.S. Army and Marine Corps. 
Twelve-year veteran French Foreign Legion, par¬ 
achute, small-arms and SCUBA trainer. 2nd 
Foreign Parachute Rgt. (2e REP), decorated for 
combat jump on Kolwezi during Simba rebellion. 

Galen Geer 

Served eight years USMC, including two tours in 
Vietnam in 1967-69, and as Dl. Also served with 
U.S. Army '11-19. Brought out first AK-74 
ammo from Afghanistan in 1980. 

David Isby 

SOF’s Soviet analyst. Specialist on Russian 
military and Afghanistan. Author of Jane's 
Weapons and Tactics of the Soviet Army. 

Ben Jones 

Former officer U.S. Army and USMC. Major, 
Rhodesian African Rifles. Numerous combat 
jumps with Fire Force in Rhodesia. 

Continued on page 122 
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SOF WEAPONS 


M60 


The Great 
GPMG SNAFU 


by Peter G. Kokalis 


T HE concept of the so-called “general- 
purpose machine gun” is a failure. And 
as a prime example of the GPMG, the well- 
known M60 has proven to be a very large 
failure. It’s a tale that deserves telling for all 
the Americans who humped and fired M60s 
in Vietnam and for those of all nationalities 
who are saddled with the gun today. 

The GPMG concept emerged from Ger¬ 
man blitzkrieg tactics of World War II. Fall¬ 
ing somewhere between medium and light 
machine guns, it is supposed to be light 
enough for use by squads in the assault and 
yet heavy enough to provide sustained sup¬ 
port fire. It is not satisfactory in either task. 

As fire and maneuver tactics have de¬ 
veloped — with increasing emphasis on 
fast-moving units such as immediate- 
reaction battalions, fire forces or strike 
forces — the GPMG has proven too 
cumbersome for employment as a squad 
automatic weapon. Although equipped with 
quick-change barrels, it is still insubstantial 
for protracted support fire. The GPMG’s 
ascendancy has been matched by an unfor¬ 
tunate decline in the science of machine-gun 


The M60 GPMG mounted on the Ml22 
tripod. Photo: Peter Kokalis 

employment. 

In its infancy on the battlefield, the 
machine gun was used incorrectly as a form 
of artillery. Since that time the machine gun 
has often been viewed as a mere bullet hose. 
The modem machine-gunner is usually ca¬ 
pable of little more than pointing (not aim¬ 
ing) his weapon in the direction of the 
enemy and pulling the trigger. That gives 
rise to the argument that traditional tactical 
employment of machine guns no longer ap¬ 
plies to the modern battlefield. That’s just 
not so and most professionals could see it if 
only we had the proper weapons and trained 
people to employ them. 

Do we have any call these days for pro¬ 
tracted rates of fire along fixed lines? 
Emphatically yes, we do. 

I was desperate for that potential recently 
in a small A camp in northern El Salvador. 
But my Ma Deuce crew didn’t know en¬ 
filade (firing down the long axis of the 
target) from defilade (indirect fire on targets 


An M60 gunner from the Atlacatl Battalion 
waits for the Gs in El Salvador’s deep bush. 
Photo: Peter Kokalis 

beyond the crew’s field of view) and had 
never sandbagged a tripod in their lives. To 
make matters worse, I was too occupied 
with manning our sole M60, for which I had 
no tripod, to teach them. 

Accurate defilade fire is not possible with 
only a bipod mount. It’s also impossible to 
traverse and search with any degree of pre¬ 
cision without a tripod’s T&E mechanism. 
Finally, would you like to move during the 
final assault under the cover of overhead 
plunging fire delivered by a GPMG oper¬ 
ated off the bipod? I wouldn’t. Nor am I 
particularly fond of moving anywhere on 
the battlefield with an M60 as the only avail¬ 
able machine gun. 

The M60 was supposed to be the very 
model of a modem GPMG. We marched off 
to Vietnam eagerly clutching its rubber- 
covered forearm to our bosoms. It was the 
best. We dearly loved it, that we know, for 
the Ordnance Corps told us so. And then the 
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shit hit the fan. The M60 fell into the ulti¬ 
mate crucible and the hype began to pale. 

This gun was flawed from its very soul to 
its outer skin. It fires from the open-bolt 
position. That’s fine. It is gas-operated with 
a unique constant-energy gas cut-off sys¬ 
tem. That’s not fine. 

The barrel 1 s gas vent is eight inches from 
the muzzle. After the projectile passes this 
point, gas moves downward and strikes a 
recess milled around the outer circumfer¬ 
ence of the chromed piston. The gas passes 
through seven holes drilled into this recess 
and into the piston’s interior. When suffi¬ 
cient energy has been imparted to the piston 
it begins to move rearward. The holes move 
away from the gas supply and cut it off. 
There is no adjustable gas regulator. In 
theory it is not required. Debris and fouling 
will hold up the piston’s movement only 
until enough gas arrives to supply the re¬ 
quired energy. 

That ignores the demonstrable fact that 
increased fouling will usually decrease the 
cyclic rate of a gas-operated machine gun. 
The M60 provides no means by which the 


energy level can be increased to bring up the 
rate of fire. The system is supposed to be 
self-regulating and has often been referred 
to as a ‘‘constant volume” system. In real¬ 
ity, if the piston cannot be accelerated by the 
first impulse of gas, it may never receive 
enough energy to move. It happens all the 
time. 

In the guerrilla-infested area of Ciudad 
Barrios in El Salvador, armorer Sam Allen 
and I once worked on six M60s being em¬ 
ployed in combat. Fouling and corrosion 
inside the gas cylinders was so severe that 
four guns were completely inoperative with 
frozen pistons. Several of the pistons had to 
be removed with a punch and hammer. A 
little investigation revealed the gunners had 
been instructed by the American MTT 
(Mobile Training Team) from Panama nev¬ 
er to disassemble the gas system. But the 
M60 gas system situation was bad even 
before the guns found their way to Central 
America. 

Early M60s were equipped with gas- 
cylinder plugs that had small four-sided 
heads which vibrated loose during firing. A 


new plug with a larger hex-head was issued. 
It vibrated loose when firing. A slot head 
was filed across the end of the plug with 
safety wire run across it and around the top 
of the gas cylinder. The safety wire regular¬ 
ly slipped out of the slot and the plug vi¬ 
brated off the cylinder. As a final solution, a 
hole was drilled through the plug’s head to 
retain the safety wire. Then it was discov¬ 
ered that the gas-cylinder extension 
(threaded to the front of the gas cylinder) 
would also vibrate loose so the experts rec¬ 
ommended retaining it with safety wire on 
the lock-washer. Unfortunately, these lock- 
washers break frequently. The gas nut, 
threaded to the rear of the cylinder, would 
also vibrate loose and back off against the 
gas tube. Finally, it became SOP to safety 
wire its lock-washer also. How many gun¬ 
ners (U.S. or Salvadoran) cany a $75 pair of 
safety-wire pliers and a spool of stainless- 
steel aircraft safety wire in their kits? 

To make matters worse — and that’s hard 
to do — the M60 piston can easily be reas¬ 
sembled backward. Believe me, if any part 
can be reinserted incorrectly on a military 
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Cutaway view of the new Maremont M60E3. 



small arm, it will be — repeatedly. When 
that happens only the first round will fire as 
no gas will enter the system. Can you im¬ 
agine lying in a ditch with your face in the 
mud to avoid incoming rounds while trying 
to remove the safety wire with your hands 


and teeth so you can reverse the piston? 
That’s extremely unhealthy. It virtually 
means a qualified armorer must be present 
for this gun’s gas system to be maintained or 
someone will die from a stupid mistake 
that’s entirely too easy to make. 


That’s stupid. But the gun must have 
maintenance on the gas system and these 
components should be removed periodical¬ 
ly with the wrenches provided on the com¬ 
bination tool. The tool’s reamer is used to 
clean the barrel’s gas vent after the gas- 
cylinder plug has been removed. Always 
replace the piston with its closed face to the 
rear. Remember that. Most M60 machine 
gunners don’t. 

The M60 gas cylinder is sweated and 
pinned to the barrel. That means when the 
barrel is changed an entirely new gas system 
comes into operation. No telling what might 
be wrong with it. The bipod is also attached 
to the barrel. Humping spare barrels means 
dealing with the unnecessary weight of 
another bipod. That’s not the only problem 
with the M60 barrel and fixed-bipod design. 

Each bipod leg includes a perforated 
sheet-metal skirt which stiffens the leg 
assembly and supposedly provides a heat- 
shield and handhold during barrel changes. 
It doesn’t work, so a WWII-vintage asbes¬ 
tos mitten has been issued to protect the 
crews’ hands during hot-barrel changes. 
Naturally, the mittens are mostly left in the 


OUR WEAPONS 
WIZARD 

fcojcali's was testing a rifle ami lie real¬ 
ly did if | want m stop . 

Gunfire crackled a few hundred 
merer* away. muffled by red dtis! Ihm 
hung thick in the air. Peter G. Kukulis* 
America's best-known military sntall- 
arrns technician, struggled up the sleep 
side of the hill, beaded tor a Salvadoran 
Artn\ I tuey i eady to evacuate wounded,, 
and to carry Kokalis back to San Salva¬ 
dor Jo catch the plane home. He really 
didrf want lo go,. He had been doing 
what he Fnves best. 

A 11 re; f i glu w i th com m u msl guerri U as 
on one side ami lies beloved Atlacad 
Batialion cm [lie oilier was Peter's idea of 
the way to tesi the Beretta SG 70. The 
weapon had already been examined 
minutely in his workshop and hundreds 
of rounds had already been fired under 
irajige conditions, but Kokalis’analytical 
bias always favors die urer. He felt he 
had to curry it in a combat environment 
before he could pass judgemeni. 

User-Letting and sophisticated tech¬ 
nical judgement are what Kokalis 1 read¬ 
er; ex peel, and many of those readers 
nmsl visual ke. Peter as a kind of a Grcck- 
Amerk'Lin Mi. E with the brain of Ian 
Fleming's l,+ Q." The reality is stjfijc- 
whut different SOF's military swall- 
iirms expends avuncular appearance and 
precise, pmfe^oriaf died on belie his ac¬ 
tive service in U. S. Army technical in¬ 
telligence, and a lifetime pf ’dedicated 
study of ihe tools of destruction. All in 
all. rhe complex background of Peter 


Kofcdltt fiaK given him the unusual 
breadth nf loaning und experience that 
make him. simply. America’s bent and 
iikisi popular gun wider. 

Kokalis’ lather bad arrived from 

tjregee at Ellis island wiiii an apple In his 
pHK'kel—which another Lmmigrain sloJe 
from him — and buill his own successful 
grocery business by the time Peter was a 
young man. Peter George Kokalis was 
bom and raided in Chicago. Illinois* and 
earned his B.A. in Political Science 
liorn Northwestern University Like 
many ethnic Americans, he fell an 
obligation to do national service and 
joined «ltc Anny at* soon as he graduated 
from college That was where he became 
fascinated with machine guns. 

"The machine gun is, beyond all 
other dev Lues/’ lie nays, "an instrument 
dedicated to destruction. Jn our century , 
il has been the weapon ol war. All other 
devices have constructive u.ses: the rifle 
is used to feed people, mortars blast ava¬ 
lanches, from hillsides and gas wells 
have been dug with thermonuclear 
bombs. Bui the machine .21111 was and ls 
designed only to kill. It is my symbol of 
the madness and die necessity — of 
War-"" 

KokiiJszn is hard-working. religious, 
idealistic, and convinced (hat earthly 
Utopias arid world peace are riot possible 
because of i he nature of man. 'And il is 
the machine gun/' muses Kokalis. 
"beyond any other object, that has per¬ 
sonified modem conflict and .slrippad 
1 be hemic illusions froni die ugly face ol 
wm. It «s a device which kills imperson¬ 
ally/’ 


Kokalis is a student and teacher — 
on tlie sub ject of that mechanical symbol 
of war He was trained in the Browning 
Ml 9 Id and M2 ,5(Leah machine gun. 
And hi-; service extended to the introduc¬ 
tion of l be MbU. 

'' 1 can't tell you how that weapon was 
hyped/' he laughed. " Promoters of (he 
Ml ft had nothing on those for the '60. 
We we ve lold i r wou Id d 0 e s e 1 y Hi i ng b u l 
hrush your teeth.” 

Of eour.se. il didn't. L5 ul Kokalis can 
tell you tot hours about Imv. no MG can- 

j t r= 

do everything. And if he runs oui of 
arguments, he can show you exunipte*;- 

Locked away m siorage in Nonhem 
Arizona, Kokalis" collection columns 
over ^f) rnititary small arms. There 
over UK) Title II firearms, and every one 
is mmL. 

1 1 f>upj^fce you'd any I’m n condition 
collector/' Puicr's long, slender fingers 

(luirer over an MP 44 char looks ... 

10 be anything bui a re-enacl merit- 
society replica ''See 1 his—(he original 
assault riile — tor instance. As I ale in 
the war as this weapon was made, most 
rifles were badly buill. But this one ls 
perfect. No number of oversUimped im 
ports will change the collcctibilily oe .1 
piece like this., And for ray job. il" 1 ? vital 
that I have one. From the AK-?4 anti ihe 
MI6 10 the GM .. ibis is dwir grand¬ 
father/’ 

The M[ T 44 would be enough, but from 
the Suomi SMG on the wall to the M2 
HMG covering a quarter of the flfrrtr of 
the small Loek-up. with die B re ns end the 
Stens and die military pisldls between, 
it's hard to concentrate. Everything s 
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The Maremont M60E3 GPMG is far better 
than the older model. 

supply room or the nearest ditch. A towel, 
cleaning rag or fatigue shirt does the job 
better. The rather flimsy carrying handle, 
which would make an adequate handhold 
for barrel changes, has been foolishly 
attached to the receiver — not the barrel — 
and cannot be used to facilitate changes. 

There’s more. The bipod legs are de¬ 
signed to be folded up against the barrel by 
pulling outward and compressing a lock¬ 
spring. These springs break frequently and 
it’s a common sight to see M60s being car¬ 
ried with one or both bipod legs dangling in 
the breeze. The bipod-leg plunger permits 
height adjustment through five positions 
from a minimum of 10 inches to a maximum 
of 14 inches. That’s thoughtful but the 
bipod yoke is attached to the barrel directly 
behind the flash suppressor and that’s too 
far forward. 

While a bipod provides control over the 
weapon and produces smaller burst groups, 
positioning it up near the muzzle sharply 
restricts lateral maneuverability. And the 
yoke rotates about the barrel’s axis only 
which means no lateral pivot without physi¬ 


cally shifting the gun. Moving targets are 
difficult to address quickly under these de¬ 
sign restrictions. Targets on the flanks can¬ 
not be engaged without lifting the weapon 
off the ground and re-positioning it. That’s 
an awkward movement from the prone posi¬ 
tion with a 23-lb. machine gun. 

A more sensible position for the bipod 
yoke would have been eight inches to the 
rear in back of the gas-port plug. With the 
bipod yoke located in its present position and 


with the bipod extended, the gun can be 
rested muzzle down in the ground. If it can 
be, it will be. 

The M60 flash suppressor, threaded and 
roll-pinned to the muzzle, has five longitu¬ 
dinal ports. It performs its intended function 
adequately which is refreshing. There are 
some other interesting — if not perfect — 
points about the design of the M60. 

The barrel is 22 inches long without the 
muzzle device. The rifling has four grooves 


there. Everything looks new. And ev¬ 
erything shoots. 

“This is my reference library,” 
Kokalis explains as he paws through his 
guns, looking for something still more 
obscure than the last piece you held, 
44 When I worked as a geologist [M.S. in 
Geology from Arizona State University] 
books were important, but reputations 
were made and broken by the way the 
rocks and structures varied from the 
texts. Military small arms are no differ¬ 
ent. A combat-veteran SOF reader will 
always tell an article or book dummied 
up from references. And he can tell 
when the author Writes from his experi¬ 
ence, and from having his hands on the 
gun.** 

Peter is famed for precision and 
hands-on expertise unmatched in 
firearms journalism. He also serves as g 
military-small-arms consultant to sever¬ 
al foreign governments. In the midst of 
such a busy schedule, he’s found time to 
acquire a reputation for cantankerous¬ 
ness. 

But if you think Peter’s a crank* it’s 
because you don’t understand him. Pe¬ 
ter’s like the archetypal professor, whose 
business it is to “think otherwise. 11 
Kokalis illustrates this best by being one 
of the few brown-shoe Army champions 
of micro-caliber assault rifles. While 
most of his military classmates — and 
many who are younger—still bewail the 
passage of “real men’s rifles” like the 
Springfield, Garand and M14, SOF’s 
military small-arms editor chronicles, 
explains and applauds the direction of 
modem firearms development. 



SOF’s ordnance expert and master 
machine-gunner Peter G. Kokalis. 


‘‘Most men who loved heavy rifles 
didn’t have to carry them. After the 
broadsides of the assault rifle/‘battie 
rifle’ controversy of four years ago, l got 
several letters from W'WII combat vets 
— even Marines — who sang the praises 
of the select-fire M2 carbine ... partly 
because it was over four pounds lighter 
than the Ml rifle,” 

Some readers believe Kokalis is prej¬ 
udiced against the small-caliber, high- 
velocity cartridges developed at the last 
turn of the century. But Kokalis denies 
the charge of ballistic bigotry as he de¬ 
fends his account of the small-arms side 
of the history of modem war: “Every 
major army in the world has developed 
light, select-fire weapons to fire micro¬ 
caliber uitrahigh-velocity ammo. In¬ 
creased soldier ammo load and de¬ 
creased soldier fatigue are a necessary 


development in light of the rire-and- 
movement tactics of the last 40 ye&rs. 
No matter how the sentimentalists cry, 
no major army is going to backtrack to 
heavier rifles and their corresponding 
more powerful loads. That isn’t preju¬ 
dice, it’s history.” 

Kokalis is unique in military journal¬ 
ism. He’s scientifically educated and has 
been both working photographer and 
journalist. 

“Training in scientific method is the 
biggest edge I have on the competition. 
Take, for instance, ‘power factoring.’ 
Many published gun writers are con¬ 
vinced that mass-times-velocity has 
something to do with power and is some 
kind of measure of muzzle energy that is 
more accurate than Newton’s equations. 
It’s unbelievable. If they’d ever studied 
physics in high school they would know 
that there’s a momentum formula ‘mass- 
times-velocity’ but it simply doesn’t rep¬ 
resent energy. Power factoring was de¬ 
signed as a means of giving traditional 
calibers a scoring edge in competitive 
shooting. To put it generously, there is 
no proven relationship between power 
factoring and the combat effectiveness 
of a cartridge. ” 

Needless to say, the average writer for 
or reader of average gun magazines is 
only confused by such statements. But, 
as Peter says. “SOF readers aren’t 
Ordinary readers. My mail shows an 
astounding sophistication on the part of 
our readers. And if you don’t think 
they’re on top of things, just print a 
technical error!” 

— Bill Guthrie 
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with a right-hand twist of one turn in 11.5 
inches. The bore and chamber are chrome- 
plated. In addition, there is a Stellite liner in 
the six inches of bore in front of the cham¬ 
ber. Stellite is an alloy made of cobalt, 
chromium, tungsten and molybdenum with 
traces of iron which retains its mechanical 
strength at high temperatures. It sounds 
good but there are drawbacks. The interfer¬ 
ence fit of the liner is critical as gas seeping 
between it and barrel interfaces can even¬ 
tually blow out the liner. The Belgians and 
British discovered this the hard way and 
were unable to produce satisfactory Stellite 
liners for the MAG 58 GPMG. Stellite lin¬ 
ers first appeared on U.S. Browning 
machine-gun barrels (both .30 and .50 cali¬ 
ber) after the Korean War. The liner should 
be inspected periodically. It must be free of 
chips and cracks and the liner expansion gap 
must be less than l /g-inch, as measured with 
the M8 barrel-erosion gauge. 

The M60 barrel is changed by removing 
the belt of ammo, retracting the bolt group 
and pushing the barrel catch (located on the 
trunnion block under the carrying handle) to 
the right while rotating the lock lever up¬ 
ward. Then withdraw the barrel. Trained 
crews need no more than eight seconds for a 
barrel change. Because of the bipod’s loca¬ 
tion, many have stated that the chamber end 
of the barrel and the receiver/gas tube will 
fall in the mud during barrel changes in the 
field. I have never seen this happen. Men 
rarely take the time to change barrels when 
under fire. 

A square-post front sight is sweated and 
pinned to the barrel. It’s workable but far 
from optimum. While the sight is very stur¬ 
dy, it is extremely high-profile and snags 
frequently when moving through dense 
brush. It cannot be adjusted for windage or 
elevation zero. In theory, the rear sight must 
be recalibrated every time a barrel is 
changed. In practice, no one bothers. 

The folding rear sight of the M60 is 
mounted to the trunnion block in back of the 
carrying handle on a dovetail base above 
two ball bearings over springs. The sight 
must be rotated upward for use. For some 
strange reason, there is no battle sight in the 
horizontal position. Elevation can be ad¬ 
justed from 300 to 1,100 meters but it’s not 
easy. The elevation markings are small and 
difficult to discern even in the daylight. The 
open square notch is mounted to a spring- 
loaded slide release used for making major 
changes in elevation. A rotating knob is 
used for making fine adjustments. Four 
clicks on this knob equal a one-mil change 
in elevation. There is a windage knob on the 
left side of the sight but the index scale is 
just as bad or worse. The index marks are 
almost invisible to the naked eye. One click 
on the windage knob equals a one-mil 
change in deflection and the sight can be 
adjusted five mils right or left of zero. 
Night-vision equipment can also be 
mounted over the top cover. 

Given all the problems with this sight and 
its inadequate scales, veteran gunners have 
come up with an alternative method of 
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The M60 first saw real action in the 
Vietnam War where its flaws became 
immediately apparent. Photo: DOD 


zeroing the M60. Pace off 25 meters and place a one- 
inch-square paster on a target. Flip up the rear sight and 
center the windage by eye-balling. Firing single shots 
only, adjust the elevation knob up or down until the 
shots impact on the paster. Pay no attention whatever 
to the graduated range scale. Then, without moving 
the adjustment knob, loosen the screw on the range 
scale. Slide the scale up or down until the rear 
sight is set for 500 meters and lock down the set 
screw. The M60 is now zeroed for all ranges. 
Moving up on the gun, a forearm assembly 
includes a ventilated sheet-metal heat guard 
which covers the rear eight inches of the barrel. 

The underside surrounds the gas tube and is 
covered with rubber. Although the M60 can be 
fired in the hip-assault position using the 
extended left bipod leg for support, the 
forearm affords a more comfortable, reliable 
surface for this purpose. There’s not too much 
trouble with this aspect of M60 design — 
until you have to remove the forearm 
assembly for cleaning. Gunners are taught to 
insert the nose of a cartridge into the latch 
hole at the bottom rear of the guard and 
depress the latch. Raising the rear end 
slightly, they should be able to withdraw the 
forearm assembly. It doesn’t always work 
that way. This simple feature can be the 
only component on the M60 that can 
prove difficult to disassemble. The latch 
springs also break on occasion. 
The front sling swivel is attached to 
the left front of the forearm by two 
screws with lock washers. They will 
loosen and should be inspected 
often to keep gunners carrying 
the weapon on a 
sling from 










crushing their toes when the swivel detaches 
from the gun. On early forearm assemblies, 
the swivel bracket was mounted vertically, 
but this was modified by canting the bracket 
toward the rear on later specimens. The rear 
sling swivel is mounted on top of the butt¬ 
stock. Surprise! That’s exactly where it be¬ 
longs. The black nylon “silent type” pad¬ 
ded sling is the very best I have ever used on 
a GPMG or light machine gun. It’s very 
comfortable even on long patrols — when 
you can find one to use. 

The M60 receiver body is a bent sheet- 
metal pressing. It’s riveted to a forged 
trunnion block. The gas tube is threaded and 
pinned to the trunnion block. The feed ramp 
is also attached to the trunnion block. In the 
fall of 1964, the feed-ramp angle was de¬ 
creased to prevent the nose of an incoming 
cartridge from striking the primer of any 
live round in the chamber. A number of 
helicopter door guns had blown up because 
of this shortcoming. Two side-by-side 
machined guide rails are riveted to both the 
trunnion block and receiver body. Early re¬ 
ceivers failed at about 50,000 rounds. 

The life span has been increased by 
the use of Bond-tite rivets on 
later guns. 

Guide rails support and 
track the bolt group. The 
right guide rail is 
cut for the ejection 
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port. There are three holes aft of the e jection 
port. They were designed as a case deflec¬ 
tor, but the concept caused “spin-backs” 
into the receiver and was soon discarded. 
The non-reciprocating cocking lever’s run¬ 
way is cut into the receiver body’s right 
side. The cocking lever is held to the receiv¬ 
er by a sheet-metal guide which, in turn, is 
retained by a screw and lock washer. It’s yet 
another problem to plague gun crews and 
armorers. 

These screws loosen with irritating reg¬ 
ularity and they should be re-inserted with 
Super Strength Loc-Tite — when and if 
that’s available. The cocking lever’s handle 
is not of the folding type and it will bend or 
break if struck with a hard object, such as 
the heel of a boot. The front tripod studs are 
fixed to the trunnion block. The rear tripod 
bracket is welded to the receiver body. A 
machined guide rail for the buffer is welded 
to the bottom of the receiver body. Several 
of the M60s I have worked with in El Salva¬ 
dor showed evidence of welding repairs 
when rebuilt in 1975 and 1977. This is 
acceptable only if the receivers 
remain absolutely firm and 
straight. 


In principle, the M60 operates using the 
bolt system of the WWI Lewis Gun. The 
operating rod carries a fixed cam yoke 
which rides in a cam slot cut into the bolt 
body. The bolt rotates on this cam yoke 
which is fitted with an anti-friction roller 
bearing. This is another short-sighted de¬ 
sign fault. The bearing must be inspected 
for chips and excessive side play on its 
shaft. Burrs and gouges on the front of the 
cam yoke (they develop after just a few 
hundred rounds) must be removed with a 
Swiss file. The piston post is permanently 
attached to the front of the operating rod 
where it ends in the shape of a scraper with 
helical cuts which are supposed to remove 
fouling from the gas tube. 

The action is short-stroke as the piston 
travel is limited to 2.375 inches. The operat¬ 
ing rod is separated from the bolt group by 
pushing the rod away from the bolt and 
pivoting it upward. When reinstalling, posi¬ 
tion the rear of the operating-rod yoke 
against the rear firing-pin spool. Push on the 
op rod to compress the firing-pin spring and 
place the operating-rod yoke between the 
two firing-pin spools. The bolt body can 
also be assembled backward onto the oper¬ 
ating rod although I have never personally 
witnessed that. 

As the bolt enters the barrel socket, a 
cartridge has been deflected downward and 
into the chamber by the front cartridge 
guide, trunnion-block feed ramp and the 
barrel-socket feed ramp. The barrel-socket 
lead cams rotate the bolt clockwise as the 
two locking lugs enter into the socket¬ 
locking cam. And here’s where the fun real¬ 
ly begins. 

The rotating action is quite violent and 
most of the forces are directed against the 
end of the lugs, especially the top lug which 
has the smallest surface area. After a few 
hundred rounds the ends of the locking lugs 
will begin to chip away, increasing wear on 
the barrel socket camways, which in turn 
places even greater stress on the locking 
lugs. That generally means M60 bolts have 
to be discarded after 15,000 to 20,000 
rounds. The bearing surfaces on the barrel 
socket and bolt must be kept lubricated — 
and not with Break-Free CLP. Latest re¬ 
ports indicate that guns maintained with this 
product are exhibiting excessive wear. If 
not constantly shaken, the Teflon beads, 
upon which Break-Free’s lubricating char¬ 
acteristics depend, will remain in the bot¬ 
tom of the container and never reach the 
weapon. 

Chipped areas on the bolt lugs should be 
carefully rounded with a Swiss file. Some 
armorers have stated that this merely re¬ 
moves more metal, increasing the gaps be¬ 
tween the lugs and barrel sockets further and 
accelerating wear. Not so. Allowing the 
sharp edges to remain focuses the points of 
stress and increases the crystallization proc¬ 
ess that causes erosion on the lug ends. In 
addition, if left unattended, these sloughed- 
up sharp edges on the upper lug will even¬ 
tually start to cut into the bottom of the feed 
tray. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 63 







U.S. Marines flush the enemy from a 
hillside in Vietnam. Photo: DOD 

After the cartridge has been chambered, 
its base contacts the bolt face, compressing 
the ejector spring while the extractor snaps 
over the rim. As the bolt rotates, the firing 
pin — retained by its rear spool on the op 
rod’s cam yoke — moves forward, assisted 
by the force of its compressed drive spring. I 
remain skeptical concerning the value of the 
firing-pin spring as the gun can be fired 
without it. The firing pin, as well as its 
spring and cup, are M60 components that 
can be reassembled backward. Remember 
Murphy’s Law? 

The correct sequence is firing pin to the 
front (with its two spools to the rear), fol¬ 
lowed by the cup with the spring inside and 
to the rear. 

A small bolt-plug pin must first be re¬ 
moved before the bolt plug can be unscrewed 
to disassemble the firing pin components. If 
you’re armed with an M60 or tasked with 
repairing them, always keep a small bag of 
these pins tied around your neck. They are 
constantly lost. Without the pin, the gun will 
fire only 40-50 rounds before the bolt plug 
rotates off and everything ceases to function. 
The cam-roller assembly can also be reas¬ 
sembled backward, but this is not often en¬ 
countered as the bolt-plug pin cannot then be 
replaced. Be sure the cam roller is rotated 
topside when reinserting these components 
into the receiver. 

After ignition, gas action drives the pis¬ 
ton rearward about 13/16 of an inch before 
unlocking commences. Pressures have by 
this time dropped to a safe level. The delay 
also contributes to the gun’s low cyclic rate. 
The bolt rotates counterclockwise and at full 
unlock, the op rod’s cam yoke has once 
more fully compressed the firing-pin 
spring. As rearward travel continues, the 
empty case is withdrawn from the chamber 
and spun sideward to pivot about the extrac¬ 
tor claw, ejecting out the port on the receiv¬ 
er’s right side. 

As the bolt and operating rod move rear¬ 
ward they compress the recoil spring. This 
drive spring is of multistrand construction. 
Machine-gun recoil springs are subjected to 
sudden loading which initiates shock waves 
that travel to the fixed end of the coil. These 
direct and reflected waves combine to pro¬ 
duce a transient load that is extremely de¬ 
structive to single-strand springs. Using 
multistrand wire can raise spring life by 10 
times by avoidance of ‘ 1 wind-up' ’ produced 
by the twisting movement from the axial 
load placed on a single-strand spring. A 
multistrand spring in the M60 seems smart 
but the spring drags along the bottom of the 
op rod’s interior and flat spots develop 
which compromise the advantage gained 
through the use of multistrand wire. When 
these flat spots are noted, the spring should 
be discarded. 

The head of the recoil spring’s guide rod 
is press-fit and induction-brazed onto the 
rod. These heads will often loosen if im¬ 
properly brazed — many of them are — and 


should be inspected carefully. 

The buffer’s plunger rests in the guide 
rod’s head. The original buffer employed a 
series of composition-fiber pads with a re¬ 
turn spring. It can be identified by its stain¬ 
less-steel exterior which is clearly marked, 
“DO NOT OIL INTERIOR.” These buffers 
were withdrawn in 1965 after they caused 


more problems with this flawed GPMG. 

, As the fiber pads wore out, the gun’s 
cyclic rate became more and more erratic. 
This caused serious difficulties with the sole¬ 
noid-fired M60C helicopter guns. Although 
they had limit switches, their ammunition 
drive motors were constant speed. When the 
gun’s cyclic rate dropped, ammunition 


M 60 GPMG SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber:..... 

. . .7,62x51 mm NATO 

Operation: ........ 

.,, Gas. Consffcni-energy Cut-off system. No adjustable nebula- 
tm\ Bolt.'operaizng-rod mechanism based on thus c of the 
!'G42 — Lewis Gun. 

Cyclic rate: 

„. . 550 rpm. 

b eed mechanism:. .. 

Weight* empty, 
with bipod and 

... Belt-fed using M J 3 disintegrating links. Single-pawl system: 
actuator cam roller ami feed arm based on those of ihe 
MG42. 

bull stock:.. 

... .23 lbs. 

Overall length:. . .., 

. . .43,5 inches- 

Barrel: ., 

, ,. Air-cooled, quick-change tvpe, Four grooves with a ritfhl- 
hand twist of one turn in 13.5 inches. Chrome-lined cham¬ 
ber and bore. Stellite liner in the 6 indies of bore forward 
of the chamber, 

Barrel fcngtfiL + >, - * 

... 22 inches t without flash SLEppressor). 

Sights:... 

... High profile, unprotected front : not adjustable for windage i 
or elevation zero. Folding rear with open U-notch; adjust¬ 
able for barrel zero and elevation from 300 to 1,100 meters 
! 4 c 1 ick-v - I in i 1 >: w i ndage adi u h i men is 5 m i Is rigli t < >r le ft 
of zero l I click = 1 mil}. 

Accessories: ..... H . 

... Vll^Z tripod, siina. lOG-rd. cloth bandoleers, spare-barrel 
carrying ease, night-vision equip me rg, blank filing adapt¬ 
er, helicopter door-mm conversion components, and 
cleaning tools 

Manufacturers: . , , , 

.., Primary U.S. com factor: Suen Defense Systems Division, 
MarCmoril Coloration. 291 North Stiect. Saco. Maine 
04072, Australia: Ordnance Factory, Maribyrnong, P-O. 
Box 1, Ascot Vale, victoria 3032. Republic of China: 
Kaohsting Arsenal. Taiwan. 

Status:............ 

.,.. In service wzlh [lie armed forces of Australia, El Salvador, 
Republic of Korea. Republic of China and U.S. A. 
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backed up and caused a stoppage. The GAU- 
2A1B minigun eventually replaced the 
M60C because hard mounting outside the 
helicopter and sideways positioning, with 
consequent downward ejection, caused con¬ 
tinual and insolvable difficulties. 

The M60’s new buffer is one of the few 
shinijng lights in the evolution of this 
machine gun. It’s a hydraulic design and has 
a phosphate-finished exterior. Both buffers 
have a low coefficient of restitution and thus 
absorb considerable energy to both reduce 
the felt recoil transmitted to the operator’s 
shoulder and lower the cyclic rate. The buf¬ 
fer, in conjunction with the operating 
mechanism’s rather long “dwell” time, 
drives the M60’s rate of fire down to a very 
proper 550 rpm. 


The buffer is housed within the buttstock. 
Both are held to the rear of the receiver by 
the buffer yoke. FM 23-67 states that the 
buttstock should be detached from the buf¬ 
fer during disassembly by inserting the nose 
of a cartridge into the latch hole at the end of 
the butt and depressing the latch. I prefer to 
keep the stock and buffer together in the 
field and remove them as a unit from the 
receiver by withdrawing the buffer yoke. 
Neither of these components will normally 
require maintenance. The recoil spring, 
guide rod, operating rod and bolt group can 
be withdrawn from the rear of the receiver 
body after the buttstock and buffer have 
been removed. 

It may be hard to believe I’m saying 
something positive at this point, but the 



ABOVE: The M60 GPMG field-stripped. 
Photo: Peter Kokalis 



BELOW: M60 gas system with 
stainless-steel safety wire on gas-port plug, 
gas-cylinder nut and extension washers. 
Photo: Peter Kokalis 




ABOVE: The sights on the M60 are 
graduated from a distance of 300 meters out 
to 1,100 meters. LEFT: The carrying 
handle on the M60 is mounted on the 
trunnion instead of the barrel where it 
could make barrel changes easier. 


M60 buttstock is well-designed and superi¬ 
or to that of the FN MAG 58 machine gun. 
Of sheet-metal construction, its outer sur¬ 
face is covered with the same rubber used on 
the forearm, top cover and pistol grip (Mil- 
Std-417). There is a hinged shoulder rest. 
Overall, an excellent application of human 
engineering. 

In the very earliest stages of its develop¬ 
ment the M60 used the MG 42 feed system. 
Employing both inner and outer feed pawls, 
which were driven by a feed arm actuated by 
a roller on top of the bolt body, the belt was 
moved by the maximum energy level avail¬ 
able to the system (just after the round had 
been fired and once more when it reached 
the end of its return motion). The pawls 
moved in opposite directions in two phases 
as the bolt moved back and forth. As the belt 
moved only half a pitch in each phase, less 
force was required for its acceleration 
across the feed tray. 

The cam roller and feed arm were re¬ 
tained on the M60, but the inner and outer 
pawl system was discarded in favor of a 
single pawl. Forward motion of the bolt and 
actuator cam roller causes the feed arm to 
pivot to the right, forcing the front of the 
feed-arm lever to the left. The lever draws 
the feed-pawl plate assembly to the left as 
well, where the pawl arms drop over and 
engage the next cartridge for transport knd 
remain there until the preceding round is 
stripped and fired. 

As the bolt travels rearward, the actuator 
cam roller pivots the feed arm to the left and 
the feed-pawl assembly transports the next 
cartridge to the right onto the feed-tray 
groove. The round is forced down into the 
groove by the two spring-loaded cartridge 
guides in the top cover. The empty link is 
driven out the feed tray’s port on the right by 
the new round. A spring-loaded retaining 
pawl on the feed tray holds the belt by 
grabbing onto the second round while the 
first round is in the tray groove. 

While this mechanism has been much 
criticized by those who bewail the dropping 
of the German two-pawl system, it does 
work. There is sufficient reserve power to 
lift a 100-rd. belt vertically, albeit some¬ 
what sluggishly when the gun is badly 
fouled. Few realistic scenarios require the 
gunner to stand and fire with an unsup¬ 
ported, free-hanging 100-rd. belt. 

Once again, that doesn’t mean the de¬ 
signers hit the mark. There are legitimate 
criticisms to be leveled at the M60 feed 
system. The top cover’s outer shell is a thin 
aluminum stamping. The rear portion is 
covered with rubber in the area where the 
gunner places his support hand. The front 
portion is black anodized and the finish 
wears away much too quickly, leaving a 
silver mirror to shine in the gunner’s — or 
the enemy’s — eyes. I have toted many 
aerosol cans of flat-black stove paint to El 
Salvador to deal with that problem but your 
average grunt gunner is not going to have 
paint available. 

Continued on page 108 


AUGUST 85 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 65 





















SOI 7 MIA 


LIBERTY 
CITY 


by Thomas D. Reisinger 


SOF’s POW Patrol 
in Laos Yields 
Yellow Rain 



L IBERTY City was the codename for 
'SOF’s outpost in communist Laos. It 
was constructed to serve as a Forward Oper¬ 
ating Base (FOB) for our planned POW/ 
MIA mission. 

Built of bamboo and thatch, it sat on high 
ground above the Mekong. Zigzag trenches 
linked defensive bunkers we built to ring the 
compound in case the Laotians decided to 
foreclose on our lease. To the best of our 
knowledge. Liberty City was the only 
permanent anti-communist installation in 
Laos in'the late 70s and early 80s — even 
though we closed it down after five months. 

You’ve seen Liberty City before in SOF. 
Our January 1984 cover photo showed the 
site as it looked when we took Bob Brown up 
to see what he’d paid for in his continuing 
efforts to obtain a full accounting of United 
States POWs and MIAs. That article simply 
described the Laotian anti-communist resis¬ 
tance effort at that time as we did not want to 
compromise our on-going POW/MIA 
efforts. However, sufficient time has passed 
to allow us to tell the story of Liberty City, 
also known as FOB 81. Some names have 
been changed or noms de guerre assigned to 
protect those who may be innocent. 

It all started with an intriguing phone call 
from Washington, D.C. to SOF’s offices in 
mid-March 1981. It was from three ex- 
Special Forces Vietnam Vets who had been 
recruited by Lieutenant Colonel James 
“Bo” Gritz for a POW/MIA rescue mission 
which went belly-up. Medal of Honor win¬ 
ner Fred Zabitosky, Son Tay Raiders’ Earl 
Bleacher and 20-year Special Forces veteran 
James Monaghan as well as others from the 
Gritz team had become disillusioned with 
Gritz when he could not provide the neces¬ 
sary funding or intelligence for his proposed 
mission. They called Brown, who had been 
following the progress of the abortive Gritz 
operation, and asked him to assist them in 
talking to George Brooks, the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of the National 
League of Families of American Prisoners 
and Missing in Southeast Asia. The 
Brookses had already given Gritz $27,500 of 
their own money and the SFers and Brown 
felt additional contributions would be 


Uniformed LULF soldier trains to man 
Liberty City’s perimeter, just in case of 
communist discovery. 

wasted. At a meeting at the Brooks’ New 
York residence, Brown and the three ex- 
SFers convinced George Brooks and his 
wife, Gladys, to cut Gritz off. 

Zabitosky recalls that in subsequent 
meetings Bob Brown asked if “Earl and I 
would go to work for SOF to see if there 
were U.S. POW/MIAs held against their 
will in Laos and what it would take to get 
them out.” 

Zabitosky, Bleacher and Monaghan 
agreed the SOF project offered some hope 
as it had the advantage of solid funding 
which was lacking in Gritz’ effort. 

The next three years would find the SOF 
POW/MIA team, consisting of SOF staffers 
and their associates, journeying to the 
mysterious and often dangerous environs of 
Thailand’s “Golden Triangle” and into 
communist-occupied Laos where Liberty 
City (FOB 81), was estabdlished to serve as 
a launch area from which recon teams and/ 
or intelligence agents could infiltrate Laos 


to search for U.S. POW/MIAs. 

The SOF team, after making an estimate 
of the situation, decided to contact General 
Vang Pao, the H’mong general who led the 
CIA-sponsored “secret war” against the 
communists in Laos. We hoped he could 
provide a source of reliable intelligence 
through his anti-communist contacts still 
deep inside Laos. 

His appearance, along with his entour¬ 
age, at Brown’s Boulder home marked the 
first concrete move by SOF in its search for 
POW/MIAs. 

“Gentlemen,” the General began, “I 
realize what you really want is information 
about your missing comrades in Southeast 
Asia. I can help to provide such aid. But, let 
me give you a quid pro quo: I want the 
following before anything can be given by 
my side and what I want will have to be in 
three phases. First, I want the issue of chem¬ 
ical biological warfare against my people in 
Laos by the Vietnamese brought before the 
United Nations. Secondly, in exchange, I 
will have my organization turn over 17 sets 
of remains of missing Americans to you. 
Thirdly, you must assist me in arming and 
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equipping a battalion of my men in Laos 
who, in turn, will form the nucleus of a 
fighting force which will eventually throw 
the Vietnamese out of Laos. 1 ’ 

Brown’s eyes widened with disbelief. 
His wily guest had opened the door of 
opportunity for SOF to get firmly estab¬ 
lished in Southeast Asia. But at what cost? 
Certainly SOF alone could not change 
world opinion — or fund the purchase of 
arms for a battalion. However, Brown 
agreed to work toward Vang Pao’s goals in 
order to obtain Vang Pao’s cooperation. 
Vang Pao then gave Zabitosky a letter of 
introduction to a Vang Pao agent in Santa 
Ana, California. 

Zabitosky and Bleacher flew to the coast 
to meet with that agent on 13 April, who 
produced another letter from Vang Pao to be 
given to the chief of staff of the Laotian 
resistance forces covertly headquartered in 
a refugee camp on the Thai-Laos border. 
SOF staffer Jim Coyne joined them and they 
flew to Bangkok on 26 April. 

In the following days, contacts were 
established through the “old boy” network 
among U.S. Embassy officials and various 
indigenous personnel who provided varying 
degrees of assistance during the length of 
the mission. 

On 4 May, the SOF team arrived at a Laos 
refugee camp and interviewed individuals 
who had allegedly suffered from Viet¬ 
namese attacks of yellow rain. One refugee, 
referred to SOF by Vang Pao’s agent, pro¬ 
vided a sample of what he claimed was 
“yellow rain” residue. Bleacher im¬ 
mediately flew it to the United States for 
testing in a private laboratory. We were 
suspicious that an official government agen¬ 
cy might not provided an honest analysis as 
some government personnel might object to 
giving SOF credit for the find. 

The private lab, which we later found out 
was incapable of conducting the sophisti¬ 
cated tests, produced negative results. Con¬ 
sequently, the remaining residue was turned 
over to Congressman Jim Leach’s office 
through a third party who in turn gave it to 


Author assisted with organization and 
construction, but devoted most time in 
SOF’s Laos outpost to medcaps and training 
medics. 

Log-and-bamboo bunkers punctuated zigzag 
trenches that had been dug under Fred 
Zabitosky’s watchful eye. 

the appropriate U.S. laboratory. It was 
analyzed and found to contain deadly myco- 
toxin. A major coup for SOF! In late 1981, 
then-Secretary of State Haig revealed that 
the United States government had four sepa¬ 
rate samples of yellow rain, one of which 
was provided by SOF. On 10 November 
1981, SOF staffer Jim Coyne was called 
upon to testify before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee regarding the yellow 
rain issue. 

Meanwhile, in one of the raucous bars on 
Patpong street in Bangkok, Zabitosky ran 
into an old war buddy who we’ll call Mo 
Steinberg, a former Special Forces team 
leader in ’Nam, and at that time, a “fly 
anything, anywhere, any time” pilot for the 
Drug Enforcement Administration. Stein¬ 
berg had previously agreed to obtain a chop¬ 
per by hook or by crook (probably the latter) 
to extract any POW/MIAs Gritz might res¬ 
cue. He agreed to do the same for the SOF 
team if the situation required it. 

In early June, Zabitosky was contacted 
by an American, Rob “Mingo” Applegate, 
a former Air Force sergeant who had spent 
much of the previous year in northeast Thai¬ 
land a few kilometers from the Thai border. 
He had heard we were searching for MIA 
information and claimed his contacts in the 
Lao resistance could steer us in the right 
direction. A U.S. embassy official in Thai¬ 
land had given him information both in 
Bangkok and north in Chiang Rai regarding 
alleged live-sightings. The U.S. govern¬ 
ment, though, would not pay for the in¬ 
formation. Mingo hoped Zabitosky would 
provide assistance to his Lao friends in ex¬ 
change for information. Fred Zabitosky 
assured him of our genuine interest and a 


few days later, Zabitosky, Mingo, and 
Coyne flew to Chiang Rai in northeastern 
Thailand to meet and evaluate Mingo’s re¬ 
sistance contacts. After checking into the 
Wiang Inn Hotel, they were introduced to a 
Mr. “T” who represented himself as the 
Chief of Staff of the Laos United Liberation 
Front, and a Mr. “B,” his adjutant. ”T” 
headed up the medical section of a refugee 
camp and “B” was employed as an instruc¬ 
tor in a secondary school in Chiang Rai. 

After introductions, the conversation 
turned to POW/MIA information of which 
“T” claimed there was an abundance. 
Coincidentally, two recently released pris¬ 
oners of a communist re-education camp at 
Muong Sai, Laos had returned to Thailand, 
where, through the grapevine, they related 
stories of seeing Caucasian (and so presum¬ 
ably American) prisoners during their re¬ 
spective confinements. Interviews were 
arranged rather hurriedly since a thorough 
briefing would have to be prepared prior to 
Brown’s impending arrival in Bangkok, 

The two informants were interviewed 
that day: a H’Mong who we’ll call “LP,” 
and a Lao, “TS.” Their accounts were 
amazingly similar in regard to the informa¬ 
tion concerning the camp layout. 

The Lao claimed that while being taken to 
a building for interrogation he saw two 
Americans, both in their late 30s, being 
escorted to another building within the com¬ 
pound. 

The H’Mong sightings involved two 
Americans working on an aircraft on the 
adjoining airstrip. Neither, however, was 
able to give any clues as to the identities of 
the Caucasians. 

Brown’s arrival served as the catalyst 
which spurred on our activities. Much de¬ 
lighted with the propects of preliminary 
findings. Brown hastened to arrange further 
and much more in-depth interviews with our 
sources in Chiang Rai. 

After two days of discussions, it was de¬ 
cided that SOF’s financial backing would be 
thrown behind “T’s” organization if, in the 
SOF team’s opinion, it at least indicated 
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some viability and legitimacy and could 
assist in- our POW/MIA mission. Once 
again a trip was made north and we flew to 
Chiang Rai and settled in at the Wiang Inn 
for another round of interrogations. A sum¬ 
mary of the interrogations with the H’Mong 
and the Lao are as follows: 

Date of Interview; 16 June 1981 
Name: “LP” — a H’Mong 
Age: 32 

“I was taken to Muong Sai on March 30, 1981 
where I stayed for 21 days until about the 24th of 
April. I had been charged with murder of a village 
headman and was arrested with two others. I am 
headman of the H’Mong resistance and was bom 
in the village of Sang Num Om in Laos. 

“Pathet Lao troops accompanied me to Muong 
Sai. We were awakened at 0600 hours each morn¬ 
ing and then cleaned our room. There were about 
20 others with me. 

“On or about April 9th, I saw two Americans. 
The first was tall with a beard and less than 50 
years of age. He wore dark pants and shirt but had 
no shoes or hat. The second man was shorter and 
heavier with no beard. Again, he wore dark pants 
and shirt and had no shoes or hat. 

“Both men were guarded by two Pathet Lao 
soldiers armed with AK-47s. I was about 10 feet 
away from the Americans as they walked by on 
their way out of the camp. 

“I was told by friends that more than 20 Amer¬ 
icans are held prisoners at Muong Sai along with 
at least one Thai prisoner. 

“The camp where Americans are kept may be 
called Nado or Nadoo which is known to be a 
large jail for criminals and high-ranking enemy 
officers.” 

Date of Interview: 17 June 1981 
Name: “TS” — a Lao 
Age: 37 

“I was a prisoner in Muong Sai until six months 
ago. During 1972-731 worked in Laos under Gener¬ 
al Vang Pao at his headquarters at Long Tieng. The 
Pathet Lao felt I needed to be re-educated so they 
sent me to the prison where I stayed for five years 
from 1975 until January 1, 1981. My job was to cut 
wood. I was released because I had finished the 
re-indoctrination program. 

“On December 26, 1980,1 saw two Americans 
sitting in a truck with about seven Laotian soldiers 
also in the truck. They were on the way to the airfield 
where the Americans worked on planes. 

“One of the Americans was blond, less than 40 
years old, had no beard and wore dark yellow 
clothes, the shirt having long sleeves. The other man 
had dark hair and a beard. I could not tell his age.” 

After several hours spent debriefing each 
informant, it was decided that there was at 
least some hope that their accounts were 
true and accurate. Therefore, Brown con¬ 
cluded that we at last had something to focus 
on even if much of the stories contained 
circumstantial information at best. 

We realized that with our limited re¬ 
sources, mounting a raid based on these 
intriguing but unconfirmed reports was 
hazardous at best. Furthermore, we were 
reluctant to support any such action unless 
we could be certain we could effect the safe 
release and return of all POWs in the com¬ 
pound. 

Therefore we were ecstatic over the in¬ 
formation obtained from a new informant. 

A summary of his interrogation follows: 


Brown pauses for photos on tour to inspect 
the fort he’d bought. 

Date of Interview: 16 June 1981 
Name: “K” — a Lao 
Age: 43 

DOB: I March 1938 
Occupation: Engineer 

“I have known the governor of the province in 
which the POW camp is located for five years and 
last spoke to him 10 days ago for about 30 min¬ 
utes. I feel quite certain that for $200,000 U.S. 
my friend will consider using the Pathet Lao 
military under his command to rescue by force the 
10 to 14 American POWs at Muong Sai. There 
are approximately 100 Vietnamese at the camp 
but they will be killed when the camp is attacked. 
They will use commandeered trucks to drive the 
140 kilometers to Pak Bang which will take about 
two to three hours. When we arrive, it will be 
necessary to be met at the Thai-Lao border by a 
representative of Mr. Brown's who would ex¬ 
change the money for the Americans. Naturally, 
all involved must be guaranteed political asylum 
in the United States.” 

Instructions were given to “K” to report 
on the Vietnamese unit designations and 
strengths at Muong Sai, along with trying to 
obtain the governor's files on any American 
hostages or at least their names. 

“K” stated he would depart for Laos on 
22 June and return with the information on 4 
or 5 July. 

With that (and $500 in expense money 
from Brown’s pocket) our best hope left the 
room. The “buy-out” concept looked 
promising. 

If “K” was not speaking with a forked 
tongue, all we had to do was concentrate on 


working out the details for the exchange, 
i.e., money to pay for POWs. First, though, 
we needed the names of the POWs, and 
once we had the names, figure out how to 
vet them. We sure as hell weren’t going to 
pay $200,000 for some dirt-bag deserter or 
dope-head passing as a U.S. POW. 

About this time, the leadership of the 
LULF was getting restless as we had not 
provided them with any funds for the oper¬ 
ational base inside Laos. We can only 
assume that our reluctance prompted the 
LULF leadership to threaten to attack the 
POW camp on their own, hoping to free two 
or three of the POWs which they then 
planned to ransom to the U.S. They said 
they would use this money to fund further 
operations against the communists. 

As a result the SOF team decided to fund 
such an LULF base inside Laos. It would 
accomplish two objectives: first, preclude 
the LULF from carrying out a half-assed 
attack on the camp which would, even if 
successful, jeopardize the POWs — if in 
fact they were there; and secondly, provide 
a facility to train a Lao resistance unit which 
we would use to provide us with security 
when the money/POW exchange was made 
at the border — if it was made. 

We decided a fair number of friendly 
guns were necessary as $200,000 in cash is 
an extremely tempting target in an area 
where you can purchase a “hit man” for $5 
and a bottle of bad whiskey. 

Also, although we could purchase auto¬ 
matic weapons on the black market, such a 
quantity purchase of Ml6s or AK-47s and 
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gringos carrying them would undoubtedly 
draw the ire of Thai officialdom and result 
in all of us getting free room and board in the 
local slammer. 

Our support of the LULF camp would be 
limited to assistance in the design and con¬ 
struction of what became Liberty City, and 
the purchase of uniforms, building supplies, 
tools, boots, web gear and food — no 
weapons or ammunition. 

Brown left for the States to brief others 
interested in the SOF project and to see if 
additional assistance and intelligence could 
be obtained from the private sector and/or 
the government. 

Upon Brown’s departure for the States, 
Zabitosky filled us in on what would tran¬ 
spire during the next weeks. “Since we 
need a secure training camp, I want Reisin- 
ger and Mingo to go with me into Laos just 
over the Thai border and select a site. 
Coyne, you go back to Bangkok and com¬ 
plete any stories RKB wants done, hang 
loose and be our contact man. We’ll set up a 
safehouse here in Chiang Rai and coordi¬ 
nate things in this area using runners to go 
back and forth between here and our train¬ 
ing base in Laos.” 

Our initial trip over the border was ex¬ 
tremely rugged, to say the least. After an 
all-night stay at a resistance safehouse, Zab, 
Mingo and I, along with 11 LULF troops 
began the trek, slashing through rice pad¬ 
dies (I thought I was through with that shit 
when I left ’Nam), up gently rising slopes 
and then up the rain-slick rocky trails for the 
last nine miles to Laos. Most of the walking 
was up 60-degree inclines with only slight 
respites from the agonizing climb. 

Running in mile-high Denver and a regu¬ 
lar regimen of weightlifting had put me in 
good shape, 1 thought, until about two hours 
into the march. The smiling faces and sub¬ 
dued laughter of Laotians passing me on the 
trail somehow funneled new life into my 
aching thighs and calves. Zab was hurting 
too as our lungs were expanding for more 
oxygen. Only Mingo, nearly 10 years my 
junior, was keeping pace with our 110- 
pound escorts. More than once Fred and I 
yelled for Mingo, who was walking point, 
to slow up but all we got was a ration of shit 
about not being in shape. We countered 
with, “You’ve been here playing games for 
a year, asshole; we’ve only just arrived.” 
While we tried to be good-natured, we real¬ 
ized that only climbing mountains would 
put us in shape for climbing mountains. It 
was as simple as that. 

As the young gazelle continued his 
efforts to show up two tired ex-Special 
Forces sergeants, we noted with relief the 
sight of a H’Mong village coming into view 
from just beyond the next hill. 

Among the naked kids, pigs and curious 
inhabitants of the village, we must have 
appeared slightly insane as we dragged ass 
into the village headman’s house for some 
welcome rest. The dog-meat filet I was 
handed tasted remarkably good but it was 
the tea, heavily laden with sugar, that re¬ 
vived my sagging spirits. After an hour’s 


break, we headed off again, this time for 
what I hoped would amount to only a short 
hike of about 30 minutes. To my chargin, 
however, I learned that we were only about 
two-thirds of the way to our remote destina¬ 
tion, about which I profanely complained to 
Mingo. 

Two hours later, we arrived at a Thai 
outpost which we aptly called “Shangri- 
La.” Set upon a mountaintop, we looked 
down upon a field of clouds never having 
quite felt so totally removed from the nor¬ 
malcy of daily life. We were greeted warm¬ 
ly by our hosts and after more tea and sugar 
departed on the last leg of our Saturday 
excursion. 

Another hour passed until we thought we 
had found an ideal training location. Then it 
was 10 miles back down to Tira’s rendez¬ 
vous point where we arrived three hours 
later, fatigued, hurting and with feet blis¬ 


tered. Seated in the back of the truck, feel¬ 
ing worn out yet enthused by our accom¬ 
plishments, we traded shots of Lao Cao 
(Laotian moonshine) with Vang Pao’s 
nephew and fell into a deep sleep during the 
three-hour drive back to Chiang Rai. 

With Mingo remaining behind to oversee 
things, Zab and I flew out to Bangkok to 
meet Brown and brief him on our site loca¬ 
tion. All was agreed upon and Fred and I left 
for Chiang Rai to set up a safehouse and 
supervise construction of FOB 81. 

Due to possible security problems involv¬ 
ing the Thais, Zabitosky recommended that 
we move our site location several kilo¬ 
meters farther from our original choice. 
Some of “T’s” troops had reconned the 
area, and its adjacent rocks coupled with its 
panoramic view of the Mekong made it a 
strategic site. 


Continued on page 132 
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SOF PERSONALITY 


SOF PROFILES 


The Straight Story on 

Bob Brown 



by James L. Pate 



R EPORTERS from around the globe 
who come to Boulder to write about 
Soldier of Fortune magazine usually ask to 
meet Publisher Robert K. Brown. Then 
there is the occasional serviceman or Viet¬ 
nam Veteran — mostly enlisted men— who 
read SOF and drop by in passing and ask to 
meet him. Others who drop in are just plain 
curious about “meres and guns and adven¬ 
ture and stuff.” 

Maybe they haven’t read the magazine 
but they’ve heard the wild tales. Someone 
said Brown has just returned from East 
Jabib — or someplace equally obscure — 
and is mustering money, guns and lawyers 
because the shit has hit the fan. They want to 
meet this guy who keeps offering huge cash 
rewards to communist defectors, screwing 
with some tyrant’s mind or upstaging the 
pros by sneaking unattainable weapons out 
of somewhere and showing them to the 
world. 

Who is this guy, they ask, as they swing 
off the highway and into the peaceful col¬ 
lege town of Boulder. Who is Bob Brown, 
the man who has become the soldier of 
fortune in so many circles? Answers will 
depend on access and that’s usually limited. 

Two foreign broadcast network corre¬ 
spondents asking for an interview twice 
failed to recognize him when they visited 
the Soldier of Fortune editorial offices. 
When Brown walked into Executive Editor 
Dale Dye’s office and dropped a sheaf of 
papers on the desk without comment, they 
figured he was a particularly scruffy office 
go-fer or a janitor. Their continental dignity 
was a bit ruffled later when Brown stuck his 
head in again for just a second to expertly 
squirt a stream of Skoal juice across Dye’s 
desk and into a brass spitoon. They should 
have been alerted. 

Bob — or RKB or The Boss or Prince 
Robert, as he’s alternately called by his staff 
— has been known to leave a trail of Skoal 


Robert K. Brown, left, and friend 
strike a pose in the front of the team 
house at Tong Le Chon. Brown’s 
team and their CIDG members had 
an equal share of trouble between 
enemies inside the wire and those out 
in the jungle. 
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remnants in the crystal stemware of some of 
the world’s finest restaurants. Dye typically 
paid no heed to the intrusion and continued 
to guard the gates, telling the two Europeans 
Brown was not available for comment. The 
boss was, in fact, busy with visitors he 
considered much more important. 

Back in the publisher’s cluttered den, two 
SOF fans from a nearby Air Force base are 
waiting with Executive Assistant Zada 
Johnson, keeper of an inner sanctum which 
is frequently referred to as “The Brown 
Hole.” It’s not a war room exactly, 
although it often looks like it might have 
come through a fairly spirited discussion of 
tactics or combat techniques. Still, Zada 
manages to deal with the confusion. She 
promises the two young airmen that the man 
they’ve come to meet will be glad to give 
them a few moments. She’s sure of that 
because she knows where Brown is and 
what he’d prefer to do rather than talk with 
two reporters. In fact, Zada often knows 
more about where he is, where he’s been 
and where he’s supposed to be than Brown 
does. That’s handy but frequently frustrat¬ 
ing for staff members on tight schedules. 
Two days over deadline for this story be¬ 
cause the boss just got back from another of 
his many foreign missions, I’m waiting 
along with the airmen. They get first prior¬ 
ity, which doesn’t surprise me. 

My problem is where to start a story on a 
guy like Bob Brown, professional adventur¬ 
er, quote-unquote. It depends — like almost 
everything else at SOF — on your perspec¬ 
tive. Finished with the visiting airmen, 
Brown calls me in to provide his. 

He’s resplendent in his usual office haute 
couture: tennies tastefully battered, jeans 
sans belt faded to a pastel blue and an ele¬ 
gant T-shirt. This one is OD green and fea¬ 
tures a skeleton topped by a boonie hat and 
aiming an Ml6. “I Was Killing When Kill¬ 
ing Wasn’t Cool.” 

It’s time to ponder his first 10 years as 
founder and commander-in-chief of Soldier 
of Fortune. 

There have been many close calls along 
the way, Brown admits, personally and 
financially. On numerous Fridays during 
SOF’s gestation, Bob wished he could date 
his checks as far ahead as he dates the maga¬ 
zine (72 days). Often in those uncertain 
times, only the fortuitous arrival of receipts 
in the Friday morning mail enabled him to 
issue payroll checks that afternoon. 

Despite all the mystique of travel and 
adventure in far-off places. Brown has spent 
many nights sleeping on or sweeping the 
floors of the magazine’s early quarters: first 
a friend’s basement and then for years a 
425-square-foot rental office in Boulder. He 
has sold and designed ads, juggled accounts 
— stored for the first couple of months in a 
cigar box under the seat of his car — and set 
type for stories. He questioned if it would be 



Brown was first journalist to test fire 
new Russian AK-74 assault rifle in 
Darra, Northwest Frontier, Pakistan, 
September 1980. 

a lasting experience. 

“I just don’t have the ability to raise 
money,” says Brown. The record since the 
early days indicates otherwise. With no 
more collateral than a dream and a firm set 
to his jaw, he managed to raise $5,000 in 
seed money in 1975 to print 8,500 copies of 
the first issue of Soldier of Fortune, an 80- 
page quarterly containing no color pictures 
and selling for $2 a copy. Slightly more than 
4,000 true-believers responded to prepub¬ 
lication solicitations for one-year subscrip¬ 
tions to a magazine that had yet to produce a 
single issue. Their faith covered costs for 
the first issue. 

From that origin, Brown’s sketchy con¬ 
cept has grown into Omega Group, Ltd., a 
corporate umbrella for Soldier of Fortune 
and two other magazines spawned by its 
successes, Guns & Action and Combat 
Weapons. Omega Group, the magazine 
staffs and Brown’s mail-order business, 
SOF Exchange, are headquartered in a 
27,000-square-foot office and warehouse 
building he owns on the outskirts of Boul¬ 
der. Ironically, the mostly liberal communi¬ 
ty, which he refers to as “The People’s 
Republic of Boulder,” has been Bob’s base 
since he came here to attend the University 
of Colorado in 1953. It’s also home base for 
Brown’s 42 full-time employees, including 
his former SF A-Team interpreter. Brown 
sponsored this Vietnamese and his family 
after they escaped the communists in a leaky 
boat. Another score of people on various 
retainers and contracts work for Bob around 
the globe. 

If Brown still claims an inability to raise 
money, he’s got a lot of people fooled. His 
most recent escapade was to offer a 
$100,000 reward (since upped to $1 mil¬ 
lion) to the first aircrew or individual to 
defect from Nicaragua’s military with a 


working model of the Soviet-made Mi-24 
helicopter. This came only a few weeks 
after disclosure in Newsweek magazine that 
Brown had paid for reprints of the CIA’s 
infamous manual on guerrilla warfare and 
was distributing them to anti-Sandinista 
rebels inside Nicaragua. 

Of course the charges never cease from 
left-wing circles which insist that Brown 
and his businesses are funded by the CIA. 
Given past clashes between the Agency and 
Brown, this wild speculation grows more 
bizarre every time it resurfaces. “We have 
never received money from the CIA, 
period,” Brown says. “If they support Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune , it has been the most suc¬ 
cessful covert operation The Company has 
ever had. There have been times when we 
could certainly have used the money.” 

Although his monetary schemes aren’t 
always profitable, his trips to forgotten 
places like Afghanistan, Laos, Cambodia 
and Central America usually are. From such 
excursions he regularly returns with 
astounding insights, as well as Soviet 
weaponry and munitions never before seen 
in the Free World. Much of it has ultimately 
reached the proper U.S. government 
analysts after SOF completed its investiga¬ 
tion and published the findings. 

Although Brown and his SOF staff are 
painted by a broad media brush as hairy- 
fisted, knee-jerk conservatives or neo- 
nazis, the basic philosophical opposition of 
the publisher and his magazine to all forms 
of tyranny — right wing or left wing — goes 
largely unreported. It’s more colorful (and 
profitable) to brand the magazine as a haven 
for evil “mercenaries” and ignore the more 
complete picture. For example. Brown has 
a reward of $10,000 in gold posted for tips 
leading to the capture of Idi Amin. 

Maybe the mass media was slow to 
accept the truth about SOF but a significant 
sector of America’s reading public was not. 
As this issue went to press, Brown 
announced that after a two-year slump the 
1985 10th Anniversary year began with 
newsstand circulation figures at an all-time 
high. In the 1984 Folio400, which ranks the 
top400 U.S. magazines, SOF was placed in 
the top five in all 24 categories of the 
“Men’s Lifestyle” section, ranking as high 
as third in certain areas against such giants 
as Playboy , Esquire , Gentlemen ’s Quarter¬ 
ly and Penthouse. 

“As you were, Pate.” Modest man that 
he is. Brown reminds me that “this damn 
piece is supposed to be about me. Let’s talk 
about me, not the fucking magazine. It’s 
about time you had something in there about 
me. 

But the whole truth? Nothing but the 
truth? 

I wondered if Brown, an Army counterin¬ 
telligence officer with a top secret security 
clearance in the mid-1950s, knew I’d 
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viewed copies of his service records. 
Among them were fitness reports which say 
“Captain Brown is courageous ... an in¬ 
telligent and conscientious officer with un¬ 
usual leadership abilities. However, he is 
also strong-willed and most reluctant to 
accept constructive criticism [and] would 
frequently attempt to circumvent command 
directives and policies with which he dis¬ 
agreed.” 

As a leader Brown can be loyal to a fault 
to subordinates and practically impossible 
to read as a private person. Would he care if 
readers knew that he was kicked out of the 
U.S. Army’s 5th Special Forces Group — 
not once, but twice? Would he want anyone 
to know his security clearance was in offi¬ 
cial limbo the entire 14 months he spent in 
Vietnam? How would we explain that all 
that time he held highly sensitive intelli¬ 
gence jobs and was officially commended 
by the Central Intelligence Agency for his 
part in the Phoenix Program? 

It’s hard to make decisions like that when 
you know a number of your boss’s acquain¬ 
tances are genuine guns-for-hire. Still, 
Brown didn’t seem surprised when he found 
out I knew about him being a pro-Castro 
activist at the University of Colorado in the 
1950s. He never raised an eyebrow when I 
asked about his organizing rallies, picketing 
and spray-painting “Viva Castro” on the 
chemistry building. Those antics and 
Brown’s other adventures in and around 
Cuba over the several years since his first 
hitch in the U.S. Army apparently led to 
problems with his security clearance during 
a second tour of active duty. Some of his 
insights and opinions about Cuba reached 
the desk of President Kennedy and led to a 
mutual dislike between Brown and the CIA. 

All that was amazing enough, but Brown 
floored me when he came right out and 
admitted to an unsuccessful collegiate plot 
to run some machine guns from Boulder out 
to a Cuban revolutionary group in Chicago, 
and to another aborted plan to hijack a 
Cuban vessel and hold the crew hostage in 
exchange for the release of political prison¬ 
ers being held by Castro. That plot never got 
off the ground, and another using a certain 
bar in Key Largo as a home base also was 
unsuccessful. His involvement as a 
“peripheral observer” in a mercenary plot 
to invade Haiti and incite a coup d'etat 
against “Papa Doc” Duvalier is already a 
matter of record. At least one of those activ¬ 
ities led to his first publishing venture. 

Back in 1963 Brown pirated a previously 
published book titled “150 Questions for a 
Guerrilla” by General Alberto Bayo. The 
general, one of Brown’s many acquaintanc¬ 
es among Cuban revolutionaries, was mili¬ 
tary mentor for Fidel Castro, his brother 
Raul and Che Guevara, personally training 
them in unconventional warfare tactics for 
six months prior to Castro’s invasion of 
Cuba on 6 December 1956. Brown used a 
copy of Bayo’s book he had obtained in 
1960 to make several thousand dollars sell¬ 
ing reprints. The guerrilla warfare primer, 
which has gone through numerous printings 


Posing with an Armalite AR15, 

Brown at sea in the Caribbean with 
Cuban exiles on an anti-Castro 
operation in 1967. Brown’s earlier 
activities in Cuba caught President 
Kennedy’s eye but led to a mutual 
dislike between Brown and the CIA. 

and continues to be a brisk seller, was the 
first item distributed by Panther Publica¬ 
tions, the spiritual predecessor of Soldier of 
Fortune. 

There wasn’t much money — or excite¬ 
ment — in that. Brown craved action , not 
academic pursuits like publishing. And 
that’s when the mercenary business all be¬ 
gan. In Rhodesia — a hotbed of foreign 
intrigue and mercenary activity during the 
early 1970s — Brown linked up with a 
mercenary with whom he had become 
friends and corresponded. Brown’s experi¬ 
ences in Rhodesia helped nurture a seed that 
eventually grew into Soldier of Fortune, a 
magazine that 10 years ago raised eyebrows 

— but virtually no expectations for success 

— in the publishing industry. 

But we’ll get this all out of context — a 
common feature of stories about Brown and 
his magazine — if we don’t start from the 
beginning. 

Flashback to Monroe, Michigan — Bob 


was bom there on 2 November 1932 — but 
don’t linger. Brown grew up mainly in Indi¬ 
ana, where his father was a steel worker and 
his mother a school teacher. He returned to 
his birthplace briefly after graduating high 
school in 1950, and attended Michigan 
State University for two years before trans¬ 
ferring to the University of Colorado in 
Boulder. His participation in collegiate box¬ 
ing and rodeo-riding made a him well- 
known figure in what was then still a small 
college town. He began a long succession of 
odd jobs that cast him as a cowboy, 
armored-car guard, trail-crew foreman, 
forest-fire fighter, hard-rock miner, logger, 
carpenter, freelance photojoumalist and, 
finally, publisher. 

After earning his undergraduate history 
degree, Bob volunteered for a hitch in the 
Army. He served from October 1954 until 
September 1957 as an officer in the counter¬ 
intelligence corps. Peacetime duty was pret¬ 
ty dull, he recalls, and he spent most of his 
time going from city to city conducting in¬ 
vestigations of people who had applied for 
security clearances. 

Brown returned to Boulder to obtain his 
master’s degree in political science. That 
decision led to events which shaped his des¬ 
tiny, but he was more immediately con- 
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cemed with the Cold War. Brown became 
fascinated with low-intensity conflicts 
being fought by rag-tag guerrillas who were 
surrogates for the larger ideological struggle 
between East and West. He never had much 
trouble discerning bad guys from good guys 
or much hesitation in taking sides. 

He objected violently to the tyranny of 
Cuban dictator Batista and backed the 
bearded revolutionary Fidel Castro in his 
budding effort to free the people of Cuba 
from a authoritarian right-wing regime. In 
fact, he chose that situation as the basis of 
his Master’s thesis, but scholastic advisers 
told him the subject “lacked focus.” 

“I was home visiting my family for Christ¬ 
mas in 1957,” Brown explained, “when my 
life seemed to take a definite turn.” Typically, 
he sought clarification of the phenomenon in a 
long succession of bars on Chicago’s north- 
side. He ended up at a coffee house called the 
College of Complexes, which was frequented 
by beatniks, bums and political radicals. Situ¬ 
ated in a back room were benches and a speak¬ 
er’s podium. Brown said he doesn’t know 
why, but he stuffed their speaker’s schedule 
into his pocket, which led him to later hear two 
self-styled Cuban revolutionaries proclaim the 
virtues of Fidel Castro. Bob was fascinated. 

“Either the Big Guy in the Sky was in¬ 
fluencing my life at that point and had a 
guiding hand in directing me to the College 
of Complexes, or the Devil made me do it. 
I’m still not sure which.” 

Fidel Castro’s revolution was raging 
through Cuba at the time and Brown was 
sure he was backing a winner. As Castro’s 
most vocal student supporter at the Uni¬ 
versity of Colorado, Brown was approached 
by a fellow member of the university shoot¬ 
ing team who said he had a friend who 
wished to sell some machine guns. 

A light went on in Brown’s head, he 
recalls: “Machine guns plus revolutionaries 
equals money for Brown.” 

Armed with a bottle of rum. Brown fol¬ 
lowed his buddy to a house. When the bot¬ 
tle’s level had dropped sufficiently to elimi¬ 
nate inhibitions, the host casually reached 
under a couch and pulled out a Sten gun and 
a Thompson submachine gun. Weapons- 
fancier Brown says he was in a hog’s 
heaven. 

At spring break. Brown drove back to 
Chicago with the Sten. Two Cuban contacts 
liked the gun but couldn’t raise enough 
money to buy it. His brief career as a gun¬ 
runner was ended, but Brown still wanted to 
help support the Cuban revolution. He still 
lacked focus on the issue, according to his 
academic counselors, and Brown decided 
the only way to clear that up was to travel to 
Cuba personally. It was an early example of 
what has become a Brown trademark. You 
don’t make conclusions about a situation 
without seeing it firsthand. At SOF, that’s 
known as the “go and do” school of jour¬ 
nalism and a cornerstone of Brown’s edito¬ 
rial success. 

In the summer of 1958, Brown and a 
friend went to Miami and visited Castro’s 
headquarters to make arrangements to meet 


RKB, holding .338 Magnum 
Winchester and ART scope with Lt. 
Col. Cruz, El Salvador, April 1984. 


Castro. As they descended a dimly lit stair¬ 
well, Brown joked about being under sur¬ 
veillance by some government agency. In 
the lobby of the dingy building two men 
wearing shiny black shoes and three-piece 
suits identified themselves as FBI agents 
and invited Brown and his buddy to come to 
their office for a little chat. 

Brown was advised to be careful in his 
support of Castro. He was told there was a 
lot about Fidel the U.S. government knew 
and Brown did not. It was Brown’s first clue 
that all might not be roses and revolutionary 
zeal among Castro’s forces. The FBI also 
indicated they had information which linked 
Brown with alleged moves to organize col¬ 
lege students for an invasion of Cuba in 
support of Castro. Brown smiled, realizing 
to himself that a long-forgotten drunk had 
led an FBI informant to report an imminent 
collegiate invasion of Cuba. Then he told 
the agents he was going ahead with his plans 
to visit the troubled island nation. 

Checking in at Havana’s Hotel Deau¬ 
ville, Brown and his buddy made contact 
with the Castro people and waited. And 
waited. Brown exhausted both money and 
patience and returned to Boulder without 
meeting Castro. He had yet to learn of the 
Latins’ mahana syndrome. 

He vowed to return, but before Bob could 
save enough money Castro declared victory 
over Batista on 1 January 1959. With the 
new ruler of Cuba tightening his control. 
Brown reached the island a month later and 
wangled a part-time job as a stringer for 
Associated Press. 

Havana was awash with revolutionaries, 
spies and political radicals from all over 
Latin America and the Caribbean. Brown 


met people who invited him to join in a plot 
to invade and overthrow Somoza’s govern¬ 
ment in Nicaragua. He declined that offer 
and another to join a group planning a coup 
d'etat in the Dominican Republic because, 
as Brown recalls, “they were obviously 
half-assed operations.” He was subse¬ 
quently proven correct when the first group 
was quickly captured and members of the 
second conspiracy were all executed. 

Brown was learning some disillusioning 
lessons in Castro’s post-revolutionary state. 
He began to see that Castro had betrayed the 
revolution and had been a communist all 
along. He wound up his time in Cuba with a 
festering hatred of communism and a new 
direction for his master’s thesis: 4 4 The Com¬ 
munist Seizure of the Free Cuban Labor 
Movement.” 

Given his insights, Brown became en¬ 
tangled with the anti-Castro Cuban exile 
movement in Miami, rotating between there 
and Boulder, still working on his college 
thesis and free-lancing articles whenever 
and wherever he could. A penchant for writ¬ 
ing led to his first tangle with the CIA. 

In August 1962, the Denver Post printed 
an analytical piece written by the young po¬ 
litical maverick from Boulder. In that analy¬ 
sis, Brown chronicled specific instances of 
CIA bungling in Cuba. A week after publica¬ 
tion, Mort Stem, then editorial page editor of 
the Post, called Brown to relate a conversa¬ 
tion that he had had with a well-known 
Washington columnist, Charles Bartlett. 
Bartlett told Stem that Brown’s article had 
ended up on President Kennedy’s desk. 
When he had digested the information, JFK 
called in the CIA brass for an ass-chewing. 
“If Bob Brown didn’t already have a CIA 
file, he sure got one then,” Brown says, 
laughing at the recollection. 

In the meantime, some of Brown’s earlier 
activities in Cuba began to emerge as poten- 

Continued on page 147 


AUGUST 85 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 73 






SOF EXCLUSIVE 



DOUBLE-CROSS 

IN THE 

CONGO 


Belgian Merc Speaks from Prison 


Mercenary soldiers lead tenuous lives 
plagued by danger and deceit. Most often 
they stumble into trouble on some mis¬ 
adventure. If they manage to avoid that, 
meres are often left in the lurch by their 
employers or betrayed as political 
scapegoats when their usefulness is ended. 
In the murky world of the true mercenary, 
you can be sure of only two things: such 
soldiers rarely make a fortune and they 
generally join the fray for a wide variety of 
reasons. 

Two of the most famous meres of the 
modern era are Colonels “Black Jack” 
Schramme and “Mad Mike ” Hoare. Both 
eventually landed in prison and both tell 
different stories about why they became ma¬ 
jor figures of the bloody fight for control of 
the Congo. Schramme and Hoare became 
legendary soldiers of fortune during the 
confusing series of coups and counter-coups 
that rocked the former Belgian colony be¬ 
tween independence in 1960 and its emer¬ 
gence as Zaire in 1971. 

Schramme claims he is a victim of dou¬ 
ble-dealing by the government of his native 
Belgium. Hoare — a South African citizen 
bored in retirement from conventional mili¬ 
tary service — went looking for one more 
war to fight. Both men eventually wound up 
imprisoned on opposite sides of the South 
Atlantic. Hoare was finally released in 
South Africa on 6 May while Schramme 
languishes in a Brazilian jail as this special 
J 9th Anniversary issue of Soldier of For¬ 
tune goes to press. 

The flamboyant Hoare — Irish by birth, 
British by manner and South African by 
passport — gained more notoriety in his 
chosen profession than Schramme. A coup 
attempt Hoare led against the Seychelles 
Islands in 1981 failed but made big head¬ 
lines. He was convicted by South African 
authorities for hijacking an aircraft used to 
escape from the bungled operation and 
jailed in Durban. 

Schramme , 55, contemplates a less- 
certain future at Federal Police Headquar¬ 
ters in Brasilia while Brazilian authorities 
decide whether to honor an extradition re- 


by Hugo Merckx 

quest from Belgium. When he returned to 
Belgium from the Congo in 1968 , 
Schramme was arrested and charged with 
unlawfully killing countryman Maurice 
Quintin at their Yumbi headquarters in the 
Congo province of Kivu in May 1967. 

Belgium released him after 44 days of 
confinement and returned his passport. His 
judicial dossier had already been classified 
top secret. With government permission , 
Schramme left Belgium. He moved first to 
Portugal and then to Brazil, where he 
bought a cattle ranch, married and had chil¬ 
dren. Now the Belgian government, in legal 
trouble itself over the incident, wants to 
prosecute Schramme. His fate was shaped 
by one of the most disputed and devious 
events in Africa’s long struggle to throw off 
the colonial yoke. 



Maurice Quintin, another Belgian in the 
Congo with questionable intent. Belgium 
later said he may be a murder victim. 
Schramme: “He was a spy.” 


The Congo was granted independence by 
Belgium — under tremendous pressure 
from the world community — on 30 June 
I960. It was much too soon for the Con¬ 
golese who were ill-prepared for self-rule. 
A growing nationalist movement had not 
matured, the country was plunged into civil 
war and many of the useful legacies of Bel¬ 
gian rule were destroyed in the bloody 
struggle for control that ensued. 

The role and motivation of most foreign 
mercenaries who flocked to the area to fight 
on one side or the other is relatively clear — 
except for Schramme’s. His exact political 
situation remains as shrouded in mystery as 
Belgium's true role in the post¬ 
independence Congo. Belgium has repeat¬ 
edly denied charges by other African na¬ 
tions that Schramme wasn't freelancing 
during the fighting and was, in fact, a Bel¬ 
gian agent. It's not hard to understand how 
such charges might surface. 

A Belgian known as “Commandant 
Wauthier" acted as a liaison between 
Schramme andMoise Tshombe , one of two 
rival leaders in the Congo. Wauthier was 
instrumental in one of many plots to over¬ 
throw General Joseph Mobutu , the United 
Nations' leader of choice and a Tshombe 
rival. Wauthier was also a member of Bel¬ 
gium's secret service , according to The 
Mercenaries, an authoritative history of the 
period by Anthony Mockler. 

Prior to his arrest by the Belgians in 1968, 
Schramme had been viewed by the public as 
somewhat of a hero. Soon after the Congo's 
independence, the plantation he had worked 
for 10 years was burned and he had to flee. 
Unlike other meres, he was seen as a man 
who understandably sought to recover what 
was rightfully his. He has steadfastly in¬ 
sisted that he is a strict idealist who was not 
motivated by money, adventure or political 
intrigue. His arrest marred that image in 
many people's minds and relegated 
Schramme to an ignoble place in history as 
just another bloodthirsty mere out for thrills 
and big bucks. 

The resulting lack of legal action by Bel¬ 
gian authorities adds another piece of evi- 
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dence to support charges that Schramme 
was their agent in the Congo. They seemed 
in no hurry to prosecute him despite the fact 
that Schramme made a public statement that 
he had killed Quintin, whom he called a spy 
seeking to betray Schramme’s famed 
Leopard Battalion. 

Schramme might have Jived happily ever 
after in Brazil except that Quintin*s family 
refiled the original murder complaint in 
1976. The Belgian government again 
dragged its feet until 1982 , when it was sued 
by the family for * ‘moral damages. ” On 24 
February 1984, the Belgian Ministry of Jus¬ 
tice filed an extradition request for 
Schramme's return from Brazil. He was 
jailed in October of that year and made his 
first court appearance in Brasilia on 12 De¬ 
cember. He awaits a final decision on his 
fate. 

Since publicizing his deposition and writ¬ 
ing a book on his Congo experiences — Le 
Bataillon Ldopard — Schramme has re¬ 
mained understandably quiet. Mockler's 
otherwise-dispassionate history sharply 
criticized Schramme s book as ‘ ‘bombastic 
and inaccurate, stuffed with extraordinary 
claims , unanswered questions and just 
enough information to infuriate. ” 

Since being jailed in Brazil, Schramme 
has turned down requests to talk from the 
Associated Press, United Press Intemation- 


Two staples of any war as seen in the 
Congo: Booze and off-beat humor battle 
garrison boredom. “Glad it ain’t me, aye 
mate.” 

al, Reuters and Agence France Presse. But 
with his lawyer present, he granted an ex¬ 
clusive jail house interview to Hugo 
Merckx, a Belgian correspondent on assign¬ 
ment for Soldier of Fortune. Despite six 
guards pacing around him, Merckx also 
managed — using a hidden camera — to get 
the first photographs of Schramme taken in 
15 years. — The Editors 

H IS cigarette bums down to a red-hot 
ash nearly scorching his fingers but he 
refuses to give it up to join other butts in a 
heaping ashtray. It’s typical behavior for 
Jean * 'Black Jack” Schramme, who inhales 
just one more drag and ponders the decision 
of his homeland to bring him to trial on 
murder charges. He exhales with force and 
speaks with exasperation. 

“No, I don’t hate Belgium.” Schramme 
seems surprised at the question. “But I do 
hate the Belgian ministers who have played 
a disgusting double role with the former 
Belgian Congo. And I hate some Belgian 
court magistrates who all these long years 
still want my head....” 

Schramme examines fingertips yellowed 


by too much tobacco and finally stubs out 
his cigarette. He stares at the bleak walls of 
his cell looking for something he has not 
seen before and shows a small smile. ‘ ‘Wel¬ 
come to Brasilia. Sorry that I can’t even 
offer you a drink. ’ ’ The irony in his voice is 
obvious and understandable. 

Jean Marie Joseph Antoine Thomas 
Schramme grew up in the ancestral mansion 
of his highly respected family in the north¬ 
ern Belgium town of Bruges. His father and 
one brother were prominent lawyers. 
Another brother was a surgeon and his sister 
married a foreign diplomat in Paris. But at 
18, Jean’s heart and mind were far from the 
musty confines of a library or laboratory. 
The honorable thing for a young man from 
his background seemed to be service to his 
country. 

Schramme enlisted and served in Africa 
for two years with the Belgian Commandos 
at bases in Kamina and Kitona. After com¬ 
pleting his service, Schramme felt more at 
home in the Congo and decided to remain 
instead of returning to Belgium. He bought 
a coffee plantation near Bafwasende, a wild 
frontier outpost about 60 kilometers north¬ 
east of Stanleyville (now Kisangani, Zaire), 
and lived happily in the northeast Congo for 
nearly 10 years. 

His idyllic existence was shattered forev¬ 
er when Belgium granted independence to 
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Schramme and Leopard Battalion member 
near Bukavu 1967. Snatching defeat from 
the jaws of victory, the end was near. The 
jeep-mounted FN MAG is loaded with 
armor-piercing tracer ammo. 


its former colony on 30 June 1960. Ram¬ 
paging African bands supporting one pro¬ 
posed national leader or another sacked 
Schramme’s plantation and burned his 
home, Schramme, then 30, was forced to 
flee and sought refuge briefly in Uganda 
before going to Katanga, a rich mining dis¬ 
trict in the Congo’s southeast territory. He 
found no peace there either. 

Wishing to maintain close ties to the 
West, which poured huge amounts of capi¬ 
tal into the area, Katanga seceded from the 
emerging Congolese nation and declared 
itself an independent state 11 days after 
Congolese independence. Provincial Gov¬ 
ernor Moise Tshombe declared himself 
president of independent Katanga. 

Tshombe’s immediate problem was rais¬ 
ing an army to defend Katanga against 
threats from the Armee Nationale Con- 
golaise (ANC), warriors of the Baluba and 
other tribes in northern Katanga, as well as 
forces of the United Nations which opposed 
the secession movement. Tshombe began 
hiring foreign mercenaries to serve in the 
Katangan gendarmes. That single move is 
credited by military historians with reviving 
the mercenary profession in modem times. 
It also marked the beginning of Jean 
Schramme’s continuing problems. 

Belgium—smarting diplomatically from 
having to free its prime colony only to be 
blamed by world councils for the violence 
that subsequently erupted — supported the 
idea of an independent Katanga. “It’s 
then,” Schramme says, “that Belgium’s 
double role in the Congo started.” 

Schramme joined up at Kamina base in 


White meres helping keep the Congo’s 
tenuous peace. Despite cries to make the 
Congo independent, its political immaturity 
plunged it into civil war. Note that the 
twin-mounted FN MAGs have anti-aircraft 
as well as direct fire sights. 

Katanga. His prior Belgian military service 
immediately landed him a leadership posi¬ 
tion. After proving himself in battle around 
Elisabethville (now known as Lubum- 
bashi), he was sent to Kansimba in northern 
Katanga, where he recruited teenage sol¬ 
diers from local tribes to form his Leopard 
Group. The were the nucleus of what later 
became the infamous 10 Commando of the 
bloody Congo war. 

He was not the only man seeking soldiers 
to support Tshombe. “The recruiting of 
mercenaries for these purposes happened 
with the agreement of the Belgian govern¬ 
ment,” Schramme says. “I can prove this 


with official documents in my possession. 
Three mercenary battalions were formed in¬ 
cluding 5 Commando under Mike Hoare, 6 
Commando under the Frenchman Bob De- 
nard and 10 Commando, under the com¬ 
mand of myself. These battalions formed 
mobile groups, operating all over the prov¬ 
ince. They were under the supreme com¬ 
mand of Belgian staff officers, who official¬ 
ly were attached as ‘technical assistants’ to 
Tshombe and his staff.” 

Schramme, Hoare and Denard were com¬ 
missioned majors in Tshombe’s growing 
army. At the very beginning, Schramme’s 
group — about 10 whites and 60 blacks — 
was active in the north of Katanga province. 
The large number of Africans under his 
command earned him the nickname “Black 
Jack.” 

It was then 1961 and full-scale recruiting 
of mercenaries was on in Europe, South 
Africa and Rhodesia. The U.N. estimated 
there were 512 regular Belgian officers and 
privately contracted mercenaries in Katanga 
alone. A U.N. resolution passed on 21 
February demanded that all foreign military 
personnel (except, of course, U.N. troops) 
leave the Congo. It also stipulated that U.N. 
troops, which had been under orders to 
shoot only in self-defense, would now be 
active participants in the civil war. The de¬ 
cision probably caused much more blood¬ 
shed than it prevented. 

As an effort to make sure mercenaries and 
Belgian regulars left Katanga, U.N. Secre¬ 
tary General Dag Hammarskjold appointed 
Conor Cruise O’Brien, his special repre¬ 
sentative in the Congo, to pull off “Opera¬ 
tion Rumpimch.” Except for about 100 of 
the 512 who were out on combat patrols, all 
the Belgian regulars and meres, including 
Schramme, were rounded up in a single day 
without a shot being fired. Schramme was 
picked up at Kamina and sent with four 
other meres to Leopoldville (Kinshasa) as 
prisoners of the ANC. After 90 days in jail a 
chaplain reportedly helped him escape. He 
caught a plane to Brussels and promptly 
returned to Katanga by way of Rhodesia. 

Schramme and other meres did not waste 
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time once they returned. Their increasing 
tactical success in Katanga led to even more 
military pressure by the ANC and U.N. 
troops. As efforts redoubled to bring Katan¬ 
ga back into the Congo fold and the stakes 
went up, Schramme said “several Belgians 
showed an enormous zeal in betraying their 
compatriots who supported an independent 
Katanga.” 

Historians agree Operation Rumpunch in 
1961 marked the beginning of the merce¬ 
nary period in the Congo. The roundup suc¬ 
ceeded only in evicting regular Belgian 
troops from Katanga. Author Mockler says 
Belgian officers “lost a good deal of face by 
the rapidity with which they surrendered.” 
He indicates Schramme, Hoare and the hun¬ 
dred or so other meres left in Katanga 
“formed the hard core, both as types and 
individuals, of all future mercenary activity 
in the Congo.” 

Heady with the success of Operation 
Rumpunch, Conor Cruise O’Brien decided 
to organize a coup in Katanga aimed at 
ending secession and bringing the province 
back under Congolese rule. Following a 
premature victory announcement, however, 
a Katangan mercenary force captured the 
U.N. garrison. Hammarskjold died in an 
airplane crash three days before a ceasefire 
was ordered. His successor, U Thant, 
recalled O’Brien and the meres laughed all 
the way back to the pub. 

This was called the First Battle of Katan¬ 
ga. In the second and third battles, the mere 
forces didn’t fare as well but they never 
surrendered to more numerous and power¬ 
ful forces. Tshombe’s power was eventual¬ 
ly broken in 1962 and U.N. forces estab¬ 
lished a tenuous control of Katanga. 
Schramme’s 10 Commando made a danger¬ 
ous march through enemy territory to link 
up with Denard’s 6 Commando. This uni¬ 
fied command of perhaps 100 meres and 
several thousand Katangan soldiers retreat¬ 
ed across the border into Angola, which was 
still a Portuguese colony. In his history, 
Mockler says that’s easy to understand. 

“The policy of the Portuguese authorities 
has always been to allow mercenaries to take 
refuge or regroup in their territory, to help 
them as little as possible and to deny to the 
whole world that any mercenaries have so 
much as set foot on Portuguese soil. The 
permission irritates the Congolese, the lack 
of help irritates the mercenaries and the de¬ 
nial irritates everybody, but Portugal does 
not seem to have suffered particularly.” 

Schramme said his march into Angola 
was not meant to abandon Tshombe and 
was, in fact, ordered by both the Katangese 
leader and the Belgian government. “I was 
instructed to do so by Tshombe and by Brus¬ 
sels,” Schramme says. “It was all part of a 
plan. At the right moment, when needed, 
we would be on the scene again.” 

Whatever the plan, the departure of sup¬ 
porting combat power marked the end for 
the independent state of Katanga. Tshombe 
went into exile in Spain. That apparently 
made no difference to Schramme, who con¬ 
tinued to train his troops for more than a 



Schramme, wearing glasses, in his first 
published photo in 15 years. The photo was 
taken secretly as six Brazilian guards stood 
nearby. The other man is Schramme’s 
lawyer. Photo: Hugo Merckx 



Emblem of an extinct unit: the “Commando 
Kansimba,” or Leopard Battalion, as 
Schramme’s 10 Commando was better 
known in the 1960s. Photo: Hugo Merckx 

year in Angola. They bided time for about 
18 months. 

U.N. forces left the Congo on 30 June 
1964, four years to the day after indepen¬ 
dence was declared. Tshombe had returned 
from exile in 1963 and became the Congo’s 
fourth prime minister under Kasavubu. 
Tshombe’s rival, Mobutu, still commanded 
the ANC with advice from Belgian military 
officers who remained in the Congo to lend 
their expertise and help insure stability. 

Two black rebellions broke out against 
the Tshombe government and they became 
known jointly as the “Simba Revolt.” In 
some of the tortured Congo’s bloodiest 
fighting, terrorist acts where carried out by 
young Simba tribesmen known as Jeunesse. 
Mobutu’s ANC — the only organized mili¬ 


tary unit in the country—was unable to stop 
the Simba reign of terror despite the assis¬ 
tance of Belgian officers in Leopoldville. 

Although they were forbidden from tak¬ 
ing part in combat, Belgian officers con¬ 
trolled administration of the ANC. They 
were supposed to limit their activities to 
helping African ANC officers with planning 
and training. That didn’t stop them from 
violating the prohibition. They simply 
ignored it or operated in combat through 
mercenary soldiers — mostly Belgians — 
hired by Mobutu. A typical ANC battalion 
was commanded by a Congolese who was 
advised by a Belgian regular officer. A 
mercenary was the actual field combat lead¬ 
er. Cuban “mercenaries” — in reality 
working for the CIA — provided needed 
air-transport skills. 

The convoluted system did not work to 
stop the Simba Revolt. Tshombe badly 
needed the meres and recalled them in late 
1964. Denard, who had left Angola for 
Yemen, did not return to the Congo for 
another year, but Schramme marched 8,000 
men from Angola back into Katanga and 
Hoare headed back into the action from 
South Africa. 

Schramme’s task was to control the Mani- 
ema district in the Kivu province. His head¬ 
quarters were at Yumbi. With about 12 white 
mercenary officers and 600 black troops, he 
was placed in absolute command of the re¬ 
gion. Schramme, a reticent and rather shy 
man, required an iron discipline among his 
men. No robberies, no rapes and spotless 
uniforms were the orders of every day. And 
despite their common purpose, Schramme 
always put himself a moral cut or two above 
his fellow mercenary commanders. 

“I’ve never borne Hoare nor Denard in 
my heart,” Schramme claims, “although I 
had to cooperate with them. They were only 
fighting for money. I fought for the country 
that I considered part of me.” Whether for 
love or money, the meres and their combat 
troops were able to bring order to the region. 

Once the Simba Revolt was defused, a 
power struggle developed between Prime 
Minister Tshombe and President Joseph 
Kasavubu. It was decided by Gen. Mobutu 
and his ANC troops who staged a coup on 
25 November 1965. Kasavabu retired to his 
farm and Tshombe returned to exile in 
Spain. 

As 1966 drew to a close after a year of 
continuing rumors about a conspiracy to 
restore Tshombe, Mobutu called Denard 
and Schramme together at Kinshasa. Hoare 
had retired back to South Africa. Mobutu 
honored Schramme with the Ordre de la 
Bravaure (Order of Bravery) and officially 
commissioned him as an ANC colonel. At 
the same time, he told him that he intended 
to replace 10 Commando with an ANC unit. 
White mercenaries without official status 
would have to leave the country. Denard, 
seduced by Mobutu’s promise to install him 
as general in the ANC, agreed. Schramme 
stalled, believing Mobutu was up to no good 

Continued on page 142 


AUGUST 85 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 77 



SOF 1981 


UNDER 

EL SAL 


The Battle 
of Amitlan 
Abajo 

by Bob Poos 


This Salvadoran trooper was shot through 
the stomach during the second day of heavy 
fighting against communist guerrillas in 
Amitlan Abajo. 

SOF has become renowned — and some¬ 
times ridiculed — for our unabashed sup¬ 
port of the people who are fighting against 
communist expansionism in Central Amer¬ 
ica. We were among the first gringos to win 
the confidence of the Salvadoran Army and 
much of our journalistic and military/ train¬ 
ing efforts since 1981 have focused on their 
steadily improving formations . To see what 
they needed for success against the insur¬ 
gents, we traveled with the troops, sending 
some of our best staffers into the fray—like 
former Marine Bob Poos who filed this bat¬ 
tlefield report for our November 1981 issue. 


C OLONEL Napoleon Alvarado, com¬ 
manding officer of the Fifth Brigade, 
briefing us at military headquarters in San 
Vicente City, capital of San Vicente Prov¬ 
ince, El Salvador, remarked with a mirth¬ 
less smile: “So you want some action, eh? 
Well, where you’re going, you will get 
plenty of that.” 

He wasn’t kidding. 

Where we were going was a village called 
Amitlan Abajo, a 20-minute helo ride north- 
northeast of San Vicente City in the middle 
of El Salvador. It had long been a commu¬ 
nist guerrilla stronghold and the Salvadoran 
Army now intended to correct that situation. 

We crammed into a Loach and after con¬ 
tour-flying through rough mountain terrain, 
dropped off to join the rear elements of 

Continued on page 113 
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SOW 1985 


FIRE IN 

VADOR 



Combat in 
Chalatenango 

by Steve Salisbury 

C OMMUNIST guerrillas once had the 
run of Chalatenango Province in north 
central El Salvador. That was before* the 
Army sent Colonel Sigifredo Ochoa Perez 
to the area and he launched an ass-kicking 
contest known as Operation Cobra in March 
of this year. 

The Commanding Officer of the 4th Bri¬ 
gade and his veteran troops have clearly got 
the insurgents on the run. The guerrillas in 
this turbulent area have yielded to Ochoa’s 
constant pressure in the field and become 
anxious to avoid direct confrontation. The 
unfortunate evidence of that is reversion to 
terror tactics in Chalatenango. The Gs now 
try to maintain their hold in the area with 
kidnapings, robberies, bombings and assas¬ 
sinations. 

“Since we’ve been constantly hitting 
them hard, the terrorists have been leaving 
Chalatenango for our neighboring depart¬ 
ments of Santa Ana and Cabanas,” Col. 
Ochoa commented in late February at his 
headquarters at El Paraiso. “Those terror¬ 
ists who remain have been breaking up into 
small groups focusing on the destruction of 
economic targets: bridges, power plants, 
telephone lines, electricity poles.” 

“This has presented us with a problem. 
Their small groups are hard to detect. That 
is why I want small, specially trained units 
to fight the guerrillas using the guerrillas’ 
own tactics.” 

That led to the formation of a Special 
Operations Group and eventually to Opera¬ 
tion Cobra. In the second week of January 
the colonel formed a 16-man group known 
by its Spanish initials as GOE (pronounced 
“goey”). They would need special instruc¬ 
tion but with only 55 U.S. military trainers 
available to the entire Salvadoran Armed 
Forces, Ochoa could get help from only two 
U.S. Special Forces soldiers who provided 
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an excellent four-day training program for 
the newly formed SOG. He considered that 
insufficient for a combat unit tasked with 
infiltrating guerrilla territory on long patrols. 

SOF’s success in training Salvo units was 
no secret to the 4th Brigade commander 
who quietly passed the word that he would 
like to have some trainers from Soldier of 
Fortune provide advanced instruction to his 
crack unit. SOF Publisher Bob Brown was 
happy to oblige. He sent military profes¬ 
sionals who could not only complement the 
SF training but could also critique the SOG 
unit's operations under actual combat con¬ 
ditions. Harry CMUft, an SGF contributing 
editor in unconventional warfare and veter¬ 
an of three tours as a Marine Force Recon¬ 
naissance NCO in Southeast Asia, headed 
the team. He was assisted by Joe Ramirez, a 
retired Green Beret sergeant major and 
veteran of combat in Korea and Southeast 
Asia. T 

The training began in early February and 
covered marksmanship, patrolling, small- 
unit tactics, ambushes, demolitions, booby- 
traps, long-range land navigation, com¬ 
munications, insertion and extraction tech¬ 
niques and a host of other subjects proven 
necessary for successful operations deep in 
enemy territory. 

When the rigorous day-and-night training 
program was complete a demonstration of 
their capabilities was put on for Col. Ochoa 
and members of the high command from 
Estado Mayor. Everyone was pleased and 
Ochoa issued orders for Operation Cobra. It 
would be spearheaded by his new SOG and 
aimed at wiping out guerrilla sanctuaries in 
the rugged country around the El Salvador- 
Honduran border. 

The Special Operations Group survived 
two guerrilla ambushes before it was oyer, 
killed 19 enemy insurgents and wounded 
many more. No SOG troops were killed and 
only one was wounded in the short, sharp 
clashes which interrupted the forward 
sweep of conventional elements. The 16- 
man unit regularly penetrated enemy terri¬ 


tory and swept through communist encamp¬ 
ments which had been abandoned by large 
guerrilla formations who had retreated to 
the bush. 

But that makes it all sound too simple. 

On 9 Match, I piled into the last truck of a 
convoy conveying the SOG to the northern 
Chalatenango town of La Palma* sight of 
the first round of fruitless government peace 
talks with the communist guerrillas of the 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front 
(EMNLF). I was not particularly relishing 
the ride in the sweltering crush of a troop 
truck. Captain Monge, commander of the 
Cayaguanca Battalion, saw me in the mash 
of sweaty bodies and offered me the relative 
luxury of riding up front with him in the cab. 

I gladly accepted. 

As we bumped and jolted along, Capt. 
Monge t carrying a captured guerrilla 
Galil — pointed out the bends in the road 
and, the parched hills where the guerrillas 
had ambushed the army. But now La Tron- 
cal highway is secure, he said, thanks to 
Col. Ochoa’s forceful leadership. 

Mohge recalled how desperate the situa¬ 
tion in this area had become before Colonel 
Ochoa finally returned in August 1984 from 


BELOW: Sergeant Martin, with 
headband, fires on communist 
position as another 2nd Company 
trooper reloads magazines. 


an 18-month assignment at the Inter-Ameri¬ 
can Defense College in Washington, D;C. 
On Christmas Eve 1984 the Gs even overran 
die 4th Brigade garrison at El Paraiso. 

“The guerrillas were firing everything; 
90mm recoilless rifles, RPCs, mortars, 
machine guns,” he remembered. “Dead 
soldiers were everywhere. My assistant was 
shot in the head. We had few survivors. 
Thanks to God I.escaped.*’ 

At 1700 the convoy stopped at a former 
tourist resort a couple klicks from La Palma 
which now served as field headquarters for 
Operation Cobra. Sergeant Chan, the SOG 
team leader, indicated his route would cover 
80 klicks through rugged bush up and down 
mountains as high as 9,000 feet in hostile 
guerrilla country . Lieutenant Colonel Oscar 
Carranza, the Fourth Brigade’s XO and 
direct field commander for, the operation, 
summoned Chan to give him final instruc¬ 
tions. 

Operation Cobra seemed deceptively 
simple. The SOG would scout along the 
Honduran border, staying up to 10 klicks 
ahead of the main strike force known as 
Cobra-Battalion. A second maneuver ele¬ 
ment, Capt. Monge’s Cayaguanca Battal- 
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ion, would provide security along La Tron- 
cai Highway and form a blocking force to 
intercept guerrillas pushed to the southeast 
by the sweep. 

What made it all unique — and somewhat 
dicey — was the coordination which would 
be required with the Honduran Army, El 
Salvador’s bitter enemy in the 1969 “Soc¬ 
cer War/’ Honduran commanders had 
agreed to form a barrier on the flank of 
Operation Cobra which would take place 
along the same frontier where they battled 
Salvadoran soldiers 16 years earlier over the 
outcome of a sporting event. While some 
animosity against the government in San 
Salvador still exists, the Honduran high 
command did not want Salvadoran com¬ 
munists seeking sanctuary in their country. 
If the Gs tried to escape Operation Cobra 
across the Honduran border they would 
hopefully meet stiff resistance from beefed- 
up border patrols and outposts. 

That flank security would prove impor¬ 
tant to the SOG which was routed through 
the Los Bolsones area, territory claimed by 
both El Salvador and Honduras. An agree¬ 
ment between both governments had pre¬ 
viously kept troops out of the zone and that 


gave the guerrillas sanctuary. The agree¬ 
ment had been suspended for the surgical 
strikes which were a facet of Operation 
Cobra. 

The 16-man SOG — plus yours truly — 
would be used as bait to prompt attacks from 
superior guerrilla forces in the area, When 
we made contact, Sgt. Chan was to hold and 
call in reinforcements from the Cobra main 
force. Despite the prospect of being dangled 
on a thin line, Chan and his men seemed to 
relish their first field assignment. 

At nightfall Chan was ready to move. I 
shouldered a rucksack and checked my M16. 
There seemed nothing to it but to do it. 

We stopped a truck full of villagers on the 
outskirts of La Palma and questioned them 
about Ferman Cienfuegos, a guerrilla repre¬ 
sentative at the negotiations who controlled 
activities in the area. 

“He’s on Black Hill, 19 said the driver. 
The dashboard lights revealed an angry, 
wrinkled face under his straw hat. “The 
guerrillas stole my animals. Get that hijo de 
pufa.” Chan assured the farmer he intended 
to do just that and we resumed our march 
heading for the top of 9,000-foot Mount 
Miramundo. We climbed in four-man 
fireteams keeping a 50-meier interval be¬ 
tween teams. This was prime ambush coun¬ 
try and we gripped our rifles tightly until the 
terrain got ridiculous. 

After an hour of climbing 30-degree 
grades, the troopers slung rifles and used 
their hands to struggle upward. Chan 


LEFT: Dust-off: Huey arrives to 
medevac Salvo wounded. BELOW 
LEFT: Salvo patrol crouches after 
drawing fire as they topped hill crest 
on Operation Cobra. BELOW: 
“Hulk,” being medevacked after fire 
fight that eventually cost him a foot, 
knows the price of liberty is dear. 


ordered longer and more frequent rests. 
This was the tropics, but hypothermia can 
be a very real danger at altitude. It was a 
wicked 40 degrees Farenheit and foggy. 
Freezing rain soaked us. Gale winds lashed 
our raw bodies. Contact with the guerrillas 
would have been a relief- 

A trooper finally collapsed on the verge 
of hypothermia and Chan ordered us into a 
perimeter around 2300. When they were 
off-watch, the troops wrapped themselves 
in ponchos and tried to sleep. Everyone was 
miserable as hell and we were less than 24 
hours into Operation Cobra. 

We oozed out of our ponchos at 0430 the 
next morning and made Miramundo’s sum¬ 
mit in an hour. We discovered the ruins of 
an army communications outpost the guer¬ 
rillas overran in 1981 and sheltered briefly 
from the cold wind that whipped the clouds 
around at this altitude. The troops got a kick 
out of the guerrilla graffitti on the walls of 
the bombed-out structures while they lit a 
fire and settled in to eat. 

At 1100 a squad from the 3rd Company of 
Cobra Battalion joined us on the summit, 
breathing hard and fighting the numbing 
chill. They huddled around our smoky fire 
until a SOG trooper on perimeter called for 
Chan. He had spotted movement. 

Through his field glasses, Chan picked 
out a guerrilla column some distance aw^y 
on a hillside and moving south. He ordered 
Gato, the laid-back radio operator, to pass 
the information to the Command Group and 
loudly hoped for permission to attack. It did 
not come. Someone else would deal with 
this band of Gs. 

Colonel Carranza ordered Chan and SOG 
to join the mobile CP in a valley three klicks 
to our rear. The descent into the low ground 
was hot and steamy. When we arrived, Col. 
Carranza, S-3 Major Cruz and Captain Fab- 
ricio Alfaro Albarca, CO of Cobra Battal¬ 
ion. reviewed a new route for SOG de- 










velopedfrom recent intelligence. Col. Car¬ 
ranza Spotted me among the troops and 
wanted to know how I held up over last 
night’s Jiump. 

I answered in a voice hoarse 
Jfom the pronounced change of Climate. 

‘That’s good/* he said, flashing a wick¬ 
ed smile. 4 ‘I thmkyoa’ll see combat soon. ’ ’ 
It all depends on what you cajl soon. 

^t dusk we re-entered undisputed Salva- 
dora*h territory and climbed ^ hill overlook¬ 


ing Los Planes, a village that suffers signifi¬ 
cant guerrilla harrassment. Panameho, the 
SOG’s gutsy machine-gunner, volunteered 
to don civilian clothes and recon the hamlet. 
The NCO sent him ahead with orders to see 
if he could contact any of tlfe people Chan 
had known during his assignment to a small 
Army detachment at Los Planes. The gun¬ 
ner returned 20 mintues later. no 

guerrillas. Chan’s; friends jvere ^till tyiere. 

While Chan Visited, y/ty set 


outside the village and quickly spotted the 
headlights of an approaching vehicle. We 
thought it might be guerrillas but held our 
fire to be certain. In the dark, we had to 
allow the vehicle through unmolested. We 
shouldn’t have. 

A village woman later told us the truck 
was carrying 10 guerrillas arid several civil¬ 
ians. Typical. The communists were insur¬ 
ing their safety by using innocent civilians 
for cot^r. The v^lagers were dearly tern- 
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Tied of that and other tactics. A grandmother 
told me about it while she spat on a dirt floor 
to emphasize her anger. 

“They come and take anything they 
want, no matter what we say,” she said. 
“The guerrillas are taking girls to fight with 
them. I’m afraid theyTI drag my girls away 
someday.” 

“They say they’re going to win,” said a 
second villager,“but I don’t see how. They 
are tired and sick. The people don’t want 
anything to do with them. Many guerrillas 
are deserting.” We found out before too 
much longer that there were still some Gs 
around who wanted to stand and fight. 

The next morning SOG headed for Black 
Hill where we had been told Ferman Cien- 
fuegos was hiding. At the top we ran into a 
hastily abandoned guerrilla camp and real¬ 
ized we were on a hot trail. In a hurry we 
crashed through dry bush to Buena Hierba, 
a hamlet three kilometers from Honduras. 
We were too late. The signs indicated as 
many as 100 Gs had spent the night here. 
Chan was pissed off about missing them. 
Staring around at our skimpy 16-man SOG 
Unit, l dfcidfcd I could live with the dis- 


for a bath. 

On the morning of 12 March, we linked 
up with Cobra Battalion on the outskirts of 
San Fernando. Chan briefed Col. Carranza 
who put us on point in the sweep toward the 
village of San Juan de la Cruz. Chan broke 
us up into three- teams to walk three trails 
covering the high ground. It was another 
rough hump but we managed to hitch a ride 
on a lumber truck. 

The driver was no fan of the local guerril¬ 
la cadre. “You’re never going to catch 
those hijos de putas walking,” he said. 
“Here, I’ll give you a ride.” We climbed 
aboard the flat-bed and rumbled up the 
bumpy dirt road. It was a rel^f but a few 
minutes later I wanted to be U'alking. 

“Hold tight!” warned a campesino. W£ 
teetered around a narrow hairpip curve. The 
engine churned and the whefcls spun to 
maintain a grip. Fortunately, had to pull 
off the road to let a Red Cross canvoy pass. 

Chan spat over the side of th t truck and 
arched his thick eyebrows. “W lerever the 
Red Cross is the guerrillas usual y are near¬ 
by.” He was right. 

We hopped off the truck Aifcther kilo¬ 
meter down the road and wafted ip the high 


At 1000 we packed up and headed for the 
border town of San, Fernando. It was a bitch 
of a hump in the sweltering heat but Chan 
pushed hard, anxious for contact. At San 
Fernando the villagers told us we had just 
missed about 50 guerrillas and I began to 
wonder whether we might be following a 
guerrilla lure into a trap rather than the other 
way around. This lack of contact was un¬ 
usual. We were certainly a tempting target 
for large G formations. 

We ate and bathed in the Sumpul River 
which marks the Honduran frontier. It was 
shallow and still at this time of year. I waded 
across into Honduras and had a frivolous 
thought. I could hike to the nearest tele¬ 
phone and place a cheap in-country call to 
an old Honduran girlfriend. 

“Hey, baby, I would cross rivers for 
you.” 

An armed man disturbed my musing. He 
broke out of the bush and headed for the 
river wearing green fatigues and carrying a 
rifle slung over his shoulder. Corporal 
Espana erupted from the water naked and 
ran for his Ml6. He warily crossed the river, 
nearing the stranger with his rifle ready. It 
turned out to be a Hondtiran trooper headed 







ABOVE: Charging guerrilla position 
from which their unit was ambushed, 
these two Salvo troopers show what 
it’s all about. LEFT: Member of 2nd 
Company, Special Operations Group, 
El Salvador, sending the enemy his 
regards. BELOW LEFT: This Salvo 
SOG trooper wards off the 
early-morning mountain chill in the 
warmth of a communist encampment 
his unit has just torched. 


ground to an area overlooking San Juan de 
la Cruz where we linked up with the other 
SOG fireteams who had humped to the top. 
Villagers indicated we were less than 30 
minutes behind a guerrilla formation. Chan 
led the way toward Sumpul de Avelares 10 
kilometers south. He felt contact was immi¬ 
nent. Right again. 

We had just climbed to a plateau outside 
the village when a recoilless-rifle round 
slammed into a knoll about 150 meters 
ahead of us. The troopers pitched into cover 
in a ditch alongside the road. Chan wasn’t 
sure it was incoming and radioed to find out 
if Cobra Battalion in our trace had fired a 
recon round. While he waited for an answer 
several more rounds slammed into the dirt 
closer to our position. 

The radio hissed and squawked. Cobra 
Battalion knew nothing about the fire. 
That’s when the automatic weapons opened 
up and kicked dirt into our faces. Definitely 
incoming. An M60 was raking the road, 
searching for the SOG team. 

The troopers began to return fire but had 
to duck again when a guerrilla blooper-man 
found the range. He pumped in two close 
rounds and shrapnel from the HE sang over 
our heads. We could clearly hear the hollow 
pop as he triggered grenades at us. He was 
good and getting better. 

The ambient lead content of the air was 
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getting unhealthy and we bolted out of the 
ditch heading for an adjacent field. Chan 
dove into a depression beside me and tried 
to spot his troops. He knew where the guer¬ 
rillas were by this time. Their fire was com¬ 
ing from positions on three hills forming a V 
around us. The range was about 300 to 500 
meters. 

Panameho raked the area with accurate 
M60 fire. Our own M79 grenadier became 
locked in a deadly, high-explosive duel with 
his guerrilla counterpart. The rest of us 
filled in the blanks with semiauto fire and an 
occasional full-auto burst. Shit was flying 
heavily in. both directions. 

“Hulk is wounded!” We could barely 
hear the cry over the firing. Chan wanted to 
know details. 

“It’s bad. He’s been shot above the an¬ 
kle. His bone is shattered. He needs ban¬ 
dages.” 

Chan tossed his battle-dressing to 16- 
year-old Walter to pass down a chain of 
troops for use on Hulk’s wound. Gato got on 
the horn and informed Cobra Battalion com¬ 
mand that we were taking heavy incoming 
and had one man wounded. Battalion 
thought they might get the Red Cross con¬ 
voy that was passing their area to evacuate 
our W1A. They should have known better. 

The Red Cross refused to get involved 
and Chan’s cursing could be heard even 
over the gunfire. “If he was a guerrilla, the 
Red Cross would gladly raise its banner to 
rescue him.” Right again. After the opera¬ 
tion we learned through a U.S. military 
trainer in El Paraiso that the Red Cross 
evacuated four of the guerrillas we wounded 
in this very fight. 

Things were getting tough all over for 
Operation Cobra troopers. A large guerrilla 
column had been spotted moving up from 
the northwest which would put them in posi¬ 
tion to hit Cobra Battalion’s flank. Chan 
discovered from the radio traffic that 1st 
Company was being sent to cut them off. 

Fine. We had troubles of our own. We 
barely noticed the 90mm recoilless-rifle fire 
that erupted when the two formations met to 
our right rear. We were still taking heavy 
incoming and trying to return it which made 
following the combat action on our flanks 
difficult. Chan indicated the 3rd Company 
under Lt. Vasconcelos was knocking hell 
out of a guerrilla formation to our east with 
81s and .50-caliber machine guns. As the 
firing in our area died down we could hear 
the clang of rounds leaving mortar tubes and 
the cough of the heavy guns, 

Chan and I bolted from cover to check on 
our wounded man. The big, tough trooper 
everyone called Hulk lay groaning in a 
ditch, his face contorted in agony. Two 
other SOG soldiers were tending the ugly 
leg wound. He would need a Medevac in a 
huny if he was going to come out of it with 
both limbs. 

While we waited and returned sporadic 
incoming, Cobra Battalion was slowly 
fighting their way into positions around the 
guerrilla main force which had opened up 
on us initially. They could see and hear it 


Salvo Special Operations Group 3rd 
Company members pose at 
Miramundo during Operation Cobra. 

coming. After about an hour, they began a 
strategic retreat and we were able to call for 
the helicopter. 

A Huey clattered over our position look¬ 
ing for an LZ. Sergeant Martin, the SOG 
second-in-command, ran through the smoke 
and flames left in the wake of the fire fight to 
a suitable clearing and popped yellow 
smoke. I headed for the area helping to carry 
Hulk in a makeshift stretcher. The Huey 
roared in and we could see it was full of other 
wounded Cobra Battalion troops. It had been 
a bad one all around apparently. We pushed 
Hulk inside the bird and listened to his howls 
of pain over the rotor noise. His military 
career was over. They had to amputate 
Hulk’s foot back at the military hospital. 

The Gs had broken contact but they 
weren’t through fighting for the day. SOG 
was still on point for Cobra Battalion. As we 
descended a steep hill around 1700 the trees 
along our route began to snap with incoming 
fire. It was small arms but heavy enough to 
drive everyone to ground. On our flank, 2nd 
Company opened fire on guerrilla positions 
they had spotted along a hillside 300 meters 
dead ahead. 

We immediately got up and ran through 
the bush, crawled under a barbed-wire 
fence, slid down a sandy slope and charged 
across a road, headed for the enemy posi¬ 
tions. The SOG soldiers were cranking tlieir 
MI6s on full-auto and firing from the hip. It 
wasn’t accurate but they had the wounded 
Hulk on their mind. It was payback time. 

We hurled ourselves against a bank and 
watched two 2nd Company troopers calmly 
firing uphill from a solid kneeling position. 
One of them nonchalantly dangled a 
cigarette from his lips as he peppered away at 
a target I could not see. It was pure John 
Wayne. 

“Yee-haw!” shouted Panameho as he 
stood and ripped off a long burst from his 
M60. Two M79 grenadiers joined the fray 


and we had a nice little punch-up going. 
Cartridge casings were getting thick on the 
ground around us. We stuffed one magazine 
after another into our rifles. 

The Gs weren’t taking it lying down. They 
poured small arms back down the hill at us. 
Most of it buzzed over our heads and we 
stayed in defilade. It might be a contest de¬ 
cided by who had the most ammo to bum. It 
was a fairly stagnant situation until the Salvo 
troops craned tlieir heads and heard a distant 
droning over the gunfire. 

El Martillo was on the way and the SOG 
troops began to cheer. It translates as “The 
Hammer, ’ ’ but El Martillo is what the Salva¬ 
doran troops have come to call a rocket¬ 
carrying Cessna 0-2 recon aircraft. The Gs 
were in for a pounding from above and the 
troops were ecstatic with their grandstand 
seats. They greeted El Martillo coming on- 
station with all the fondness American 
grunts bestowed on the AC-47 Spooky 
gunships in Vietnam. 

The pilot circled the high ground scoping 
out the Gs’ position. He pulled up and then 
nosed over into a droning dive triggering 
salvos of 2.75-inch rockets from the pods 
under his wings. The first ripple hit short but 
a second pass put HE dead on the mark. We 
blazed away at the guerrillas we could see 
scattering into the hills. 

El Martillo interdicted the escape routes 
with four more rocket salvos and we began to 
climb uphill to check the damage. Peace — 
through superior firepower — had settled 
over the battlefield. 

Back at Los Planes de Homo where SOG 
went to resupply the next morning, I found 
Col. Carranza quite pleased with the prog¬ 
ress so far on Operation Cobra. “We have 
confirmed that we killed at least 10 terrengos 
(terrorists) and wounded a hell of a lot 
more,” he said. “We have had only six 
wounded and no one killed.” 

The score was good but the news was not. 
“The Hondurans have already withdrawn 
their net along the border,” Col. Carranza 

Continued on page 118 
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SOF MEXICO 


THE EVIL EMPIRE 

EYES THE BIG 

ENCHILADA 


The civil unrest, corruption, decline and 
deterioration of the power structure now 
taking place in Mexico is a major potential 
threat to the security of the United States. 
Destabilizing situations inside that country 
and along our 2,000-mile mutual border are 
now escalating. As long as the Soviets and 
Cubans continue to influence and instigate 
events in Mexico , civil war or a gradual 
political and economic dissolution is a very 
real possibility. As demonstrated in Cuba , 
Nicaragua and other areas within our hemi¬ 
sphere, this creates fertile ground for plant¬ 
ing permanent communist influence. The 
process may already be in motion. 

Current U.S. Central American policy 
and military planning calls for neutraliza¬ 
tion of Nicaragua. This concept correctly 
contends that a permanent communist base 
in any one country in Central America will 
lead to exportation of the communist politi¬ 
cal system to adjoining countries. Mana¬ 
gua ’s continuing support of communist in¬ 
surgents in El Salvador is a classic example. 

But the destabilization of Mexico will 
probably come from within — especially 
with the Soviets helping to push it. That 
would effectively bypass U.S. efforts in 
Central America forcing Washington to 
react aggressively — never a popular move 
with our allies or in public opinion. Regard¬ 
less, such a move would be the only possible 
solution if the situation were allowed to de¬ 
teriorate into a full-blown communist revo¬ 
lution. 

In this edited article by a military expert 
with long experience in the area, SOF ex¬ 
amines the internal situation south of our 
borders which could lead to a communist 
take-over in Mexico. 


T HE U.S. State Department describes 
the government of Mexico as a Federal 
Republic with an executive, legislative and 
judicial system. In reality, it is a country 
ruled by the dictatorship of one party. For 
56 years Mexico has been ruled by the Insti- 


by Col. Rex Applegate 

tutional Revolutionary Party (PRI). Simply 
put, the PRI controls, through the office of 
the president, the entire political, economic 
and security systems of the country, includ¬ 
ing the nominal political opposition. In 
years past, the PRI has had to either bribe or 
otherwise pay off leaders of opposition par¬ 
ties to make them run in local and national 
elections, thus giving the appearance of a 
democratic electoral process. 

The PRI nominates the president and its 
stamp of approval assures his election. The 
president serves a single term of six years. 
The current president, Miguel de la Madrid, 
was elected in 1982. He is the 16th president 
to come to power without significant 
opposition since the party seized control 
after the Mexican revolutionary' period of 
1910-1929. Every state governor, federal 
senator and, until recently, federal deputy 
or congressman has been a member of the 
ruling PRI party. In all past state and major 
municipal government elections, PRI con¬ 
trol has been dominant. The party controls 
the lives of 78 million Mexicans through a 
two-million-slrong government bureaucra¬ 
cy which dispenses federal jobs, influential 
fiscal positions, financial largesse, favors 
and other social services to the loyal and 
faithful. Any serious opposition has been 
ruthlessly punished by either political or 
punitive action. 

In Mexico, presidential power is the only 
law. The Mexican president is one of the 
most powerful elected executives in the 
Western World. He has the capacity and 
authority to remove governors and congres¬ 
sional delegates at will. The 31 states and 
federal districts have little autonomy. The 
president controls 80 percent of the 
nationalized economy including all the 
basic industries: banks, steel, tourism, min¬ 
ing, utilities, commercial fishing, aviation, 
surface transportation, education, agricul¬ 
ture and social services fall under the con¬ 
trol of his bureaucracy. One thing can be 
said about the system though. Since 1940, 
no military man has assumed the presidency 


— a situation uncommon in Latin America. 

Over the past 50 years the PRI-controlled 
political system has absorbed into its 
embrace the unions, labor in general, the 
military, opposition parties, the press and 
any other element of the society that could 
provide potential opposition. Opposing par¬ 
ty leaders, union chiefs and other dissidents 
have been paid off, placated, or eliminated. 

The massive corruption of the past two 
regimes, the huge foreign debt, inflation, 
the general unrest of the populace, declining 
value of the peso, sinking economy, discon¬ 
tented middle class, hungry peasants, plus a 
breakdown of public confidence, suggests 
that PRI control and the current system of 
government may be facing a terminal phase. 

This year the PRI and President de la 
Madrid face some difficult decisions. In 
July 1985, governors and other officials for 
five states will be elected. A democratic, 
honest election risks surrender of the past 
government monopoly on political power. 
On the other hand, massive government 
vote fraud — not uncommon in the past — 
and use of the military to put down any legal 
opposition is an alternative that could lead 
to an outright dictatorship, bloodshed and 
possible civil war. Another option would be 
a military coup. Although the Mexican 
military has been subservient and loyal to 
civilian control of the government over the 
past half-century, the current state of the 
nation makes a coup a possibility. 

The principal legal opposition to con¬ 
tinuing government control and to the left 
wing of the PRI is the resurgent conserva¬ 
tive National Action Party (PAN). This par¬ 
ty has provided nominal opposition to the 
dominant PRI organization for many years. 
Lately, PAN ranks have swollen due to 
Mexico’s deteriorating internal situation. 
PAN is closely allied with Mexican busi¬ 
ness interests, the Catholic church and the 
middle class. Along with a second, smaller 
conservative party, PAN received some 20 
percent of the vote in the 1982 elections. It 
also won control of nine mayoral elections 
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and gained control of four state capitals. 
Unless there is massive government in¬ 
tervention in the July 1985 election, the 
PAN party could gain control of a number of 
northern governments. A loss of state gov¬ 
ernorships would not mean that the PRI 
would lose control of the federal govern¬ 
ment. But a PAN victory would consider¬ 
ably weaken public perception of PRI’s pre¬ 
vious dominance and add momentum to the 
current unrest, a situation that could lead to 
an upset in the 1986 presidential election. 

The real barometer of the success or fail¬ 
ure of a government is the state of the econo¬ 
my. Mexico’s ongoing fiscal problems are 
fast approaching crisis stage. Excessive pub¬ 
lic spending, corruption, a drop in world oil 
prices, plant shut-downs, increasing unem¬ 
ployment, inflation and a huge foreign debt 
($90 billion) have created the equivalent of 
an economic meltdown. Mexico will prob¬ 
ably be unable to continue paying the interest 
on the debt making default a possibility. 

Although inflation has declined from 150 
percent when President de la Madrid took 
office in 1982, it still rages at 50-60 percent. 
Drastic government spending cuts have 
been made. For those lucky enough to have 
jobs, there has been at least a 25-50 percent 
decrease in real income and buying power. 

In 1976 the value of the peso was 12.5 
cents to one U.S. dollar. Currently, the peso 
is declining in value to the dollar at 21 centa¬ 
vos per day (100 centavos in one peso). In 


German-made HWK 11 APC makes the 
parade rounds in Mexico City. 

May 1985, the peso had a value of .004 cents 
to the U.S. dollar. The Mexican middle class 
is being wiped out by the decline in their 
currency. Traditionally, the middle class 
produces leaders and support for revolutions 
aimed at solving such problems. 

In December 1984 the government raised 
the minimum wage by 30 percent. Labor 
and the unions claim that wages must again 
be increased by 50 percent to match the cost 
of living. At the bottom of the scale, the 
formerly stoic peasants are hungry, bored, 
angry and ripe for any kind of charismatic 
leader who will promise them an improve¬ 
ment of their meager standard of living. 
Substantial raises in the cost of government- 
subsidized beans and tortillas have pre¬ 
viously been made; another 52-percent rise 
in the cost of tortillas was decreed in Dec. 
1984. Electricity and gasoline prices have 
skyrocketed and another 37-percent rise in 
these basic items has recently been 
announced. Fidel Castro — the hero of 
many PRI members, unions, peasants and 
other dissident elements in Mexican society 
— has urged Mexico to default on all for¬ 
eign debts. The Mexican press is in¬ 
creasingly echoing this recommendation. In 
the case of U.S.-Mexican relations this 
could entail $24 billion in U.S. bank loans 
and the possible loss of a $6 billion Amer¬ 


ican business investment. 

Mexico’s only hope in paying the interest 
on its huge foreign debt depends on its oil¬ 
field production and reserves. Mexico ranks 
fourth among world oil-producing nations. 
The U.S. depends on Mexico for the 
greatest part of its imported fuel. America’s 
potential military needs depend on the con¬ 
tinuous availability of Mexican oil in times 
of international crisis. Oil alone could prod 
the U.S. into intervening in Mexico during 
times of severe unrest. To make matters 
worse, Mexican oil fields and installations 
are vulnerable to sabotage because most 
extraction and refining activity is done in 
the coastal states bordering on the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

A threat to the oil fields may prove to be a 
minor consideration in Mexico’s uncertain 
future. The more likely destabilization will 
come from within — a fact evidenced by 
current political trends. Mexico possesses 
most of the elements and conditions needed 
for a communist-inspired takeover. The 
Mexican economy is virtually socialized; 
only 15 to 20 percent of the economy re¬ 
mains in private hands and the dominant 
PRI party has a strong left wing. 

The power of leftist labor leaders under 
the PRI umbrella and outside the party has 
always been great. In the past, through spe¬ 
cial perks, outright bribery, and other lucra¬ 
tive financial concessions, these leaders 
have been controlled by the party machine. 
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Outside the left wing of the ruling PRI party 
are some vocal, openly Marxist parties. In 
the 1982 election they wielded a voting 
block of more than two million. Aided and 
abetted by the Cubans and Soviets, they are 
now demanding that the government take 
drastic steps to prevent any right-wing or 
military attempt to take control. 

In the capital of Mexico City approx¬ 
imately two-thirds of the daily newspapers 
are leftist-oriented and anti-U.S. in their 
editorial bias. Communist-oriented dailies 
carry almost no advertising and need gov¬ 
ernment subsidies to exist. The most prom¬ 
inent general newspaper, Excelsior , pro¬ 
vides a platform for many anti-American 
columnists and articles. Currently, the anti- 
American press is blaming most of Mex¬ 
ico’s self-induced ills, such as illegal im¬ 
migration across the U.S. border, the huge 
foreign debt, the negative balance of pay¬ 
ments, the rise of a right-wing political 
opposition, loss in value of the peso, the 
narcotics scandal, the decline in standard of 
living and most other political, social and 
economic problems on the U.S. 

Last year, General Paul F. Gorman, 
Chief of the U.S. Southern Command based 
in Panama, testified before the U.S. Senate 
concerning the situation in Mexico. He de¬ 
clared that Mexico was a one-party state that 
pursued a policy of accomodation with its 
own left and international leftist interests. 
He was also quoted as saying that “Mexico 
was the most corrupt government and socie¬ 
ty in Latin America and was becoming the 
center for subversion throughout Central 
America.” 

Under Mexican president Luis 
Echeverria (1970-76), U.S. policy was 
opposed on almost all fronts and closer ties 
were initiated with Russia and Cuba. Under 
president Lopez Portillo, all private banks 
in Mexico were nationalized, putting a vir¬ 
tual end to Mexican capitalism. 

Mexico’s foreign policy is pro-Cuba and 
generally in opposition to that of the U.S. 
when it concerns Third World countries and 
Central America. These policies, firmly en¬ 
trenched during the regimes of Echeverria 
and Portillo, are still largely in place despite 
the attempts of current president de la Mad¬ 
rid to initiate a more even-handed approach. 

An institution that is endemic in many 
Third World countries also affects Mexico. 
Governmental corruption at all levels in 
Mexico runs rampant. The current PRI- 
dominated political system with its poorly 
paid civil servants probably could not sur¬ 
vive without influence peddling, outright 
bribery, political favors, and patronage. 
This form of government has successfully 
maintained internal stability for more than 
50 years despite its negative aspects. 

During the regimes of Mexico’s two im¬ 
mediate past-presidents, the system of 
spreading financial booty was drastically 
changed but not for the better. At the begin¬ 
ning of the oil boom, presidents Echeverria 
and Portillo were not old PRI party loyalists 
coming into office. They represented a new 
breed of technocrats who took advantage of 


Long-hed Jeep carries FN-toting troopers 
through the streets of Mexico City. 

the enormous powers bestowed upon them 
by the Mexican presidency. Under them, 
power stopped flowing up the PRI-based 
pyramid — it began to flow from the top of 
the pyramid down. And a looting of the 
national treasury unparalleled in Mexican 
history took place. 

An estimated $20 billion was taken from 
public funds by the two presidents, their 
families and designated political cronies. 
The extravagant corruption during the re¬ 
gimes of Echeverria and Portillo enraged 
the long-complacent Mexican public and it 
has been thoroughly covered by the pre¬ 
viously government-controlled Mexican 
media. Coupled with the high inflation and 
other economic factors lowering the stan¬ 
dard of living, this large-scale corruption 
undermined the prestige of the presidency 
and the efforts of the current president de la 
Madrid to contain increasing civil unrest. 

President de la Madrid, who owes his 
election to office to his predecessor Portillo, 
has taken no strides to eliminate corruption 
— a goal that was announced with great 
fanfare when he took office in 1982. Visible 
government corruption is down, but one 
highly placed cynic said this is simply be¬ 
cause there is “nothing left to steal.” 

Regardless of President de la Madrid’s 
promise of a clean-up, his slow progress 
during three years in office and failure to 
prosecute his predecessor indicates that he 
is enslaved by a system of government that 
cannot admit to any wrongdoing by its pres¬ 
ident or past officials. The increasingly 
cynical Mexican public has paid a high 
price. The question is: How much longer 
will the populace endure such excessive 
corruption without “throwing the rascals 
out?” That question — and others concern¬ 
ing the future of Mexico — may be 
answered by the capabilities and inclina¬ 
tions of the Mexican Armed Forces. 

The Mexican Armed Forces 

The Mexican military operates under a 
veil of secrecy that is not only self-imposed 
but a result of deliberate government policy. 


Since 1920, Mexico has not had a single 
military coup. In fact, the military plays 
only a peripheral role in Mexican politics. 
There has been no external enemy to fight 
since the Mexican Revolution so the 
Army’s main challenge has been containing 
unrest in the countryside and serving as a 
backup to civil authority in urban areas. 

It hasn’t always been that way. At the end 
of the revolution (1910-1930), Mexico had 
its last three military presidents: Calles, 
Cardenas and Avila Camacho. Since 1946 
no military man has occupied the presiden¬ 
cy and the Army has been deliberately de- 
politicized and subordinated to the control 
of the president. The new emphasis was on 
internal stability and the Army was molded 
to insure that. In order to reduce the threat of 
provincial uprisings by a zone commander. 
Army fuel supplies were limited and rations 
were put under civilian control. A policy of 
rotation of zone commanders every three to 
four years was established to prevent any 
one general from establishing a local power 
base. 

The Army's share of the budget was 
slowly decreased over the years. Weapons 
purchases were limited and the amount of 
training for draftees was reduced. Most im¬ 
portantly, it became the PRI policy to cor¬ 
rupt the army. 

Senior officers were given all kinds of 
opportunities in the civilian sector to enrich 
themselves through the patronage system. 
Years ago, a cynical, well-known Mexican 
politician described the situation aptly. 
“What Mexican general can fail to succumb 
to a cannonade of 50,000 pesos?” 

The corruption of military officials con¬ 
tinues. When files on the criminal activities 
of several top generals were reportedly pre¬ 
sented to President de la Madrid, no action 
was taken. Early retirement is usually the 
only penalty for such misdeeds if any action 
is taken at all. 

The Mexican Army is loyal to the presi¬ 
dent, anti-communist and the stronghold of 
nationalism. It has not — at this stage — 
been vulnerable to any outside manipulation 
or forces. In recent years, the Army has 
concerned itself with controlling banditry. 
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peasant upheavals and political agitation, 
narcotics smuggling and events along the 
Guatemalan border. 

In the past, Mexican officers enjoyed 
good relations with the American military. 
Many junior Mexican officers attended 
U.S. military schools and training centers. 
However, during the regimes of Echeverria 
and Portilfo, anti-U.S. policies limited 
fraternization with U.S. defense attaches 
and other military officials. Fewer officers 
have been sent to any U.S. schools, includ¬ 
ing the U.S. Army School of the Americas 
in Panama where the military of most other 
Latin nations attend training in counterin¬ 
surgency and related subjects. 

Decades of simmering xenophobia in 
Mexican political and military circles has 
tainted relations with U.S. military associa¬ 
tions. The leftist influence in schools and 
government, plus Mexico’s loss of more 
than 50 percent of her territory to a powerful 
northern neighbor in the past century, have 
contributed to the cold shoulder. Only dur¬ 
ing the last decade has the Mexican Army 
moved away from the unrealistic belief that 
the U.S. is a potential enemy. The military 
now widely regards the threat as coming 
from within. 

Efficiency within the armed forces was 
clearly not a major concern until recently. In 
1974, one source reported that the Mexican 
Army had 400 generals commanding ap¬ 
proximately 60,000 soldiers (by compari¬ 
son, the U.S. Army had 480 generals in a 
784,000-man army). Many of these gener¬ 
als, veterans of the Mexican revolution, 
were retired during President Echeverria’s 
term when the modernization of the military 
began. 

Events in Mexico prompted military ex¬ 
pansion and improvement. Two incidents 
were particularly important in that evolu¬ 
tion. The first took place in 1968 at the 
Summer Olympic Games in Mexico City. 
Soldiers fired on marchers protesting eco¬ 
nomic conditions, killing as many as 32 
demonstrators. Thousands were arrested. 
The second major incident involving the 
army took place in the state of Guerrero. A 
rural insurgency movement ended in 1974 
with the death of Luciano Cabanas. It took 
several years, but the Army finally ipanaged 
to kill the leader of some 500 guerrillas. The 
Mexican Army devoted about half of its 
combat strength to track him down. 

The local success of such bandits, rural 
revolutionaries and their apolitical cousins, 
the narcotic gang-members, indicates the 
Mexican Army maintains only tenuous con¬ 
trol over the hinterlands. After the Cabanas 
incident, it became evident to the Army and 
the political leaders that a similar, basic 
built-in threat to the country’s stability ex¬ 
isted in many areas of Mexico that the gov¬ 
ernment had long neglected. They per¬ 
ceived that dozens of similar operations 
might have to take place and the Army was 
clearly not ready for that. Using funds froip 
the oil boom, the military began to expand 
and modernize during the regimes of 
Echeverria and Portillo. 


The present armed forces number ap¬ 
proximately 120,000 men. As in most Latin 
American countries, the Army is the domi¬ 
nant service, comprising about 79 percent 
of the military. The Navy has about 17 
percent and the Air Force four percent. The 
Mexican federal budget for 1985 calls for 
military spending of only 1.07 percent 
($877 million). This is a lower percentage 
of spending than, in previous years, but 
that’s understandable given the new pro¬ 
gram of national austerity. Unfortunately, 
the military currently needs a large infusion 
of funds to handle increasing responsibili¬ 
ties. It’s not likely to come. Mexico’s mili¬ 
tary has typically received a lower percent¬ 
age of the national budget than that dedi¬ 
cated to the military formations of other 
Latin American countries. 



New equipment: Mexican soldiers on parade 
in a Panhard armored car. 


The high command structure consists of a 
Secretary of Defense (controlling the Army 
and Air Force) and a Secretary of the Navy. 
Both have cabinet rank. This separation of 
military power is intentional. It dilutes the 
power of the two ministers, preventing either 
from becoming too influential. The reliance 
on personal relationships and loyalty is the 
key factor at all levels of the military com¬ 
mand just as it is in Mexican political circles. 
Personal contacts are often more valuable 
than professional military competence in 
considering high-level appointments. 

At the start of each presidential term, 
there is a heavy turnover of the upper eche¬ 
lons of command. The president selects 
military ministers with whom he is most 
comfortable, ones who will be loyal and 
support his policies. The cabinet members 
then select loyal subordinates within their 
military hierarchy. The president also 
appoints military zone and naval district 
commanders. These commanders work 
with state officials, but their chain of com¬ 
mand is direct to the Secretary of Defense or 
Navy Secretary. Power within the forces is 
highly centralized at all levels. Little hap¬ 
pens without approval of the commander. 

The Mexican Army 

The Army is organized into 36 zones with 
boundaries closely corresponding to those 
of the states. Three states, Chiapas, Guer¬ 
rero and Veracruz, have two military zones 
each. The Federal District is the largest of 
the zones, as it is the center of power. There 
are eight naval districts (four on each coast). 


Veracruz is the location of the principal 
naval installations and training schools. The 
Army has three types of forces available: the 
regular Army, the Reserve Forces, and the 
Rural Defense Corps. 

A mechanized brigade, two infantry bri¬ 
gades, an airborne brigade and the troops 
manning 36 zone garrisons constitute the 
core of the Mexican Army. The zone garri¬ 
sons include 64 independent infantry battal¬ 
ions, three artillery regiments and 23 inde¬ 
pendent cavalry reigments, plus support 
elements. There is also the Presidential 
Guard, stationed in Mexico City. This unit, 
composed primarily of three infantry 1 battal¬ 
ions, is commanded by a two star general 
who reports directly to the president but not 
through the Secretary of Defense. This elite 
force provides security for the president, his 
family and other key political figures. 
Officers of the Presidential Guard also serve 
as aides to high-ranking politicians. As 
would be expected, this unit has priority 
over all other Army units in equipment and 
arms. 

There is one armored regiment, one re¬ 
connaissance regiment and one military 
police battalion also on the Army rolls. 
Most of the armored vehicles are assigned to 
the units that are headquartered in Mexico 
City. Because it is the seat of government 
and the location of the major military in¬ 
stallations, the armored units are tightly re¬ 
stricted to the Federal District area. The 
Mexican order of battle is clearly skewed to 
provide protection for the presidential seat 
of power over all other considerations. 

After World War II, 40 M3 and M5 Stuart 
light tanks and 70 M3A1 armored vehicles 
were purchased from the U.S. These assets 
are still listed in inventory but their capabili¬ 
ties, due to parts and maintenance problems, 
are questionable. In recent years, they have 
not appeared in the military parades in any 
numbers or with any degree of regularity. 
During the 1960s, 50 German-made HWK 
11 track-type armored personnel carriers 
were purchased. Newest acquisitions in¬ 
clude Panhard ERC-90 vehicles and other 
foreign-manufactured wheeled vehicles and 
armored personnel carriers. Mexico’s Mili¬ 
tary Industries also produces limited num¬ 
bers of the DN 111 armored personnel car¬ 
riers. 

A 250,000-man Reserve Force supple¬ 
ments the regular armed forces. National 
military service is required by law. All 
Mexican males must register on their 18th 
birthday. A military identification card is 
issued that requires revaiidation every two 
years until the bearer reaches age 40. From 
this pool, a small number are selected by 
lottery to train with active units on 38 
weekends during the year. Those selected 
receive only the most rudimentary instruc¬ 
tion. Training of the reserves is carried out 
by the military bureaucracy in a haphazard 
manner. It is possible to avoid this service 
with political connections in high places or 
“buy-outs.” In reality, the reserve force 

Continued on page 137 
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Our Man 
in Beirut 

by Jim Morris 

Continuing, bloody factional fights in the 
Middle East drew SOF’s attention to the 
area long before our reporting had become 
popular reading. Many American combat 
veterans figured the area was just “another 
Vietnam with sand. ” We knew better and 
wanted to bring our growing number of 
readers a first-hand account of the realities 
in the turbulent area. Long before Beirut 
became a household word synonymous with 
U. S. Marines we sent SF veteran correspon¬ 
dent Jim Morris into Lebanon and he filed 
this report for our December 1981 issue. 

I sort of expected my Lebanese contact on 
Cyprus to be like Sydney Greenstreet, or 
Peter Lorre in a panama hat. What I got was 
a slender, clean-cut, collegiate-looking kid 
in a new Corvette, who grabbed my hand, 
shook it, and said, “Hi! My name’s 
Masoud,” in perfectly accented American 
English. 

Over a plate of shrimp, a salad and a 
bottle of excellent wine, he told me his 
story. He had been a junior, majoring in 
electrical engineering at Oklahoma State, 
when the war with the Syrians got hot in 
’78. 

He returned to Lebanon to find himself in 
charge of a squad of what the papers call the 
Christian Phalangist Militia: “One night 
one of my boys woke me up; I looked out 
through a chink in the wall and saw about 
6,000 heads. So I called the boys with the 
mortars and had them fire right on us. We 
were in very strong houses, and they were in 
the open, so that drove them away.” 

We swapped war stories for a while, until 
he finally said, “You know, the things they 
do to our people*, after a while they drive 
you crazy. So once, when we captured a 
Syrian, I tied him to the back of my jeep and 


Lebanese Army troopers prepare to move 
out with their FN FALs. 

drove him all over town, on cobblestones, 
down alleys. When I got through there was 
no more left of him than this.” He held up a 
plate of shrimp shells and sauce. 

“It gives me the creeps to think about it 
now,” he said. “It scares me to think I 
could ever have been like that. When I go 
home I ask the boys not even to tell me their 
stories. They are fanatics.” 

I thought back on my briefing from the 
managing editor at SOF. “Look,” I had 
told him, “every combat situation is differ¬ 
ent. I like to know what I can do and not do, 
where I can and cannot go. And most impor¬ 
tant, who are the good guys and the bad 
guys?” 

The ME looked up from his desk and shot 
me an evil grin. “Well, Jimbo,” he said, 
“that’s what we’re sending you over there 
to find out.” 

The next day Masoud arranged for my 
passage to Jounieh, a Christian-controlled 
port, 20 miles south of Beirut. Boat travel 
was necessary because I had no visa, and 


because the airport was in West Beirut, 
under the control of the enemy. The enemy 
was apparently anyone who was in favor of 
anything other than the Christian Phalan- 
gists. 

Once we were underway I ordered a beer 
at the bar and thought it over. I had been told 
they were trying to shake the “Phalangist” 
tag. The word “phalange” comes from pha¬ 
lanx, which is an ancient Greek military 
formation. So the Christian Phalangist par¬ 
ties were political organizations formed for 
the express purpose of organizing a militia to 
defend these people’s homes, shops and 
towns, when the central government was too 
weak and indecisive to do so. Unfortunately, 
the name “falange” is also associated with 
Franco’s fascist party in Spain, not a good 
tag from a public-relations standpoint. 

The next morning we were scheduled to 
arrive in Jounieh at 0830 hours, so I bound¬ 
ed down the ladder at first light, eager for 
coffee and breakfast. When we had eaten 
breakfast I went to the bow to watch slick 
blue water run under the boat, and a gray 

Continued on page 133 
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Lebanon’s 

Winter 

Warriors 

by Ned Keily 

W HAT used to be known as the 
‘'Switzerland of the Middle East” 
has become more like a bloody, battered 
Stalingrad. Beirut remains under a nerve- 
wracking seige that becomes more violent 
as Israeli occupation forces gradually with¬ 
draw from Lebanon. 

Like a vacuum, this strategic city seems 
to be sucking up soldiers who are killing 
each other for control. In the middle of the 
maelstrom, cut off from virtually all outside 
aid, are Lebanon’s Christians. Organized 
into a militia known as the Lebanese Forces 
(LF) centered in East Beirut, they are fight¬ 
ing to resist a stranglehold being tightened 
by Druze Moslems, Shiite Moslems, Syrian 
troops, PLO gangs and other assorted ter¬ 
rorists. It’s a tough spot to be in for the only 
remaining pro-Western people in Lebanon. 

Hunkered in the rubble of a shattered 
neighborhood we are playing “Beirut 
Roulette.” The LF platoon, with which I 
have been patrolling near the infamous 
Green Line that still divides the city, doesn’t 
like the odds. Stakes include our lives and 
the safety of the civilians still living in the 
area. The croupier is Walid Jumblatt and his 
Druze artillerymen who are enthusiastically 
dumping 122mm and 130mm HE on the 
area from their firing positions in the tower¬ 
ing foothills that command Beirut. 

It’s cool for this part of the world and a 
light rain is falling to muffle the crump of 
artillery. Still the reports echo through the 

At the controls of a Soviet T-54, an LF tank 
driver suffers under a snowstorm and waits 
for word to move out into an attack on a 
Syrian position. 
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skeletons of bombed-out buildings. A chilly 
wind whips down from the snow-covered 
mountains which ring the city and one of the 
militiamen says he’s glad he’s not up there 
with the LF Mountain Infantry which is 
moving against the Syrians who control the 
passes and peaks. 

A rapidly darkening sky is lit occasional¬ 
ly by the flash of more incoming. We count 
until we hear the report of the Druze artillery 
in an effort to gauge the range. That effort is 
interrupted by the crash and roar of outgoing 
rounds. We are in the middle of an artillery 
duel. Christian militia gun crews have be¬ 
gun counterbattery fire in an effort to silence 
the Druze. In the next few minutes — while 
shells roar over our heads — the Lebanese 
Army joins the fight with their 155mm 
howitzers. It’s heartening to discover the 
Army is still willing to get involved. Since 
the final departure of the Multinational 
Peacekeeping Force in 1984, they have 
been keeping a low profile. 

It appears the artillery training provided 
by the U.S. Marines when they were here 
may have done some good. I can see good 
concentrations blossoming on the hillsides 
where the Druze are dug in and holding. It 
will be another sleepless night in East 
Beirut. West Beirut, scene of the most vio¬ 
lent fighting during the PLO occupation and 
the Israeli drive to oust them, is strangely 
quiet. 

Between the incoming rounds which 
mark the Druze method of lobbying for con¬ 
trol of the Lebanese Parliament, we can hear 
the crackle of small arms. Green tracers arc 
into the night sky from some mourning 
father or brother who is telling the neighbors 
that he’s lost a son or sibling. Tomorrow his 
gun will be pointed at any Moslem who 
happens into sight. It’s not very Christian 
but it is the way of the war in Beirut. 

There is no chance to sleep under the 
furious pounding of the artillery but there is 
time to chuckle at Western journalists who 
scurry around Beirut and file copy which 
refers to this bloodbath as a “civil war.” 
That’s crap and anyone who has packed a 
gun in the mean streets of Beirut knows it. 
This is a war of foreign aggression which 
has left the Christian community here fight¬ 
ing for survival. 

On the pointy end of the bayonet is the LF 
which faces the combined might of the Syri¬ 
an Army and PLO units to the north of the 
city and a confusing mixture of drooling 
lunatics in Beirut. Directly across the Green 
Line from us, LF units are searching for 
PLO assassins, Iranian fanatics and com¬ 
munist terrorists from Western Europe, 
mostly Italians and Germans. Beirut has 
become the Parris Island of the Middle East. 

ABOVE RIGHT: After he was killed in a 
Druze artillery attack, this young Christian 
boy was brought to a hospital in East Beirut 
where his grief-stricken mother identified 
the body. 

RIGHT: LF troopers load a dead buddy 
onto a stretcher after he was killed in PLO 
shelling of Christian enclave at Iklim 
Kharroub south of Beirut. 
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This is where a terrorist can make his bones 
before going on to spread the revolution 
elsewhere. 

The situation is worst to the south of 
Beirut where LF units are struggling to pro¬ 
tect a Christian enclave at Iklim Kharroub 
which is under constant artillery and rocket 
pounding from both PLO units and Druze 
militia. PLO reinforcements are streaming 
into the area from larger units holding the 
strategic Bakaa Valley. Money and muni¬ 
tions are streaming into them from Saudi 
Arabia, Iran, Libya, Russia and Vietnam. 
The Lebanese Forces are financed only by 
what money the Christian community they 
defend can raise. There’s not much I can do 
to help here. With any luck I may live to 
make it up into the mountains tomorrow. 

Lebanon’s Winter Warriors 

Rain is still falling on Beirut far below 
our position. The white ribbon of 
Mediterranean beach beckons us away from 
the knee-deep snow and blustery wind of the 
Anti-Lebanon Mountain Range. A small 
unit of LF Mountain Infantry is covering a 
pass through which tanks and APCs bearing 
reinforcements are expected. Above us in 
the fleecy cloud layer is the “French 
Room,” the highest plateau occupied by the 
Syrian Special Forces units that roam this 
area. 

A veteran LF mountain trooper passes the 
time by telling me how the Mountain Infan¬ 
try would have handled the Syrian redoubt 
in the good old days before America’s 
abrupt departure and the Israeli pull-back 
allowed the “Devils of Damascus” to pour 
troops across the border and into these 
mountains. Squad- and-platoon size units 
would snowshoe onto the craggy peaks 
above the enemy and ski down on them 
under covering fire from T-54 tanks. 

These days, there’s no percentage in such 
tactics. Only a company of Mountain Infan¬ 
try is available to control the slopes and 
protect the Christian communities who still 
recall their rescue by American Marines 
who drove amphibian tractors over the 
treacherous passes during a blizzard in 
1983. The ski troops are now forced to 
engage Syrian patrols in mountain 
ambushes or use their few armored vehicles 
to attack outposts. In response, the Syrian 
commanders call up rocket-firing Gazelle 
helicopters, from bases on the other side of 
the mountains, to drive off the Christian 
attackers. Under fire from the gunships, the 
LF troopers radio for SAM 7s but there is 
generally a delay of an hour or more before 
missile gunners can reach the high passes. 

That fairly static situation angers and 
frustrates these unique mountain soldiers 
who differ from other LF units in that they 
are regular, full-time soldiers rather than 
militiamen who only fight when they are 
needed. Still they launch ski and snowshoe 

Having traversed a high plateau on 
civilian-style snowshoes, this LF Mountain 
Infantry trooper takes a break before 
donning his skis for a quick trip downhill. 
His M16 is an unusual weapon for LF 
infantrymen who generally carry AKs. 
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ABOVE: Along the embattled Green Line 
which separates East and West Beirut, LF 
infantrymen wearing IDF helmets and 
carrying AKMs prepare to clear a building 
of Druze militia. 


LEFT: The insignia of the Lebanese Forces 
symbolizes survival for the beleaguered 
Christians in Lebanon. 


BELOW: While ski troops maneuver to 
assault a Syrian position blocking a 
mountain pass, an LF T-54 traverses to 
provide covering fire. The 44-ton MBT is 
crewed by four men and features a 100mm 
main gun. This vehicle is likely a T-54C, 
captured by the Israelis and presented to 
the LF which fitted a U.S. 1919A4 
.30-caliber MG atop the turret. 



patrols over the undulating terrain and 
through the deep powder covered with a 
treacherously thin veneer of ice. It keeps the 
Syrian and PLO units from grabbing away 
the initiative of war in this hostile terrain 
and such activities are natural among the 
men of the LF Mountain Infantry. 

Most of them were bom and raised in 
these mountains. Some were selected from 
among the best fighters in other units of the 
Lebanese Forces but they all have common 
backgrounds. Practically all Mountain In¬ 
fantry soldiers were amateur winter sports¬ 
men or international ski competitors. They 
know how to survive the ravages of winter 
weather at altitude and they can move 
quickly across the peaks using modified 
civilian snowshoes and ski equipment. 
Hoping to catch the Syrian SF patrols off 
guard, they keep their AKs, MAG 58s and 
Ml6s at the ready while they traverse the 
slopes on comfortable equipment they used 
for recreation or competition before the 
war. 

They’d like to develop a formal program 
to recruit and train more Mountain Infantry 
troops. The leader of the MI Ski Patrol told 
me he’d “love to have some retired Royal 
Marine Mountain Leader Instructor show 
up ready to help us become more profes¬ 
sional and fight this war in the mountains 
more effectively.” 

Since the Syrians hold practically all of 
the high ground in these mountains, the area 
has become prime sniper country. In many 
small outposts dotted around strategic vil¬ 
lages, LF Mountain Infantry marksmen 
bundle against the cold and hug Austrian 
Steyr SSG 69 rifles. They sweep the barren 
snow with six-power scopes and occa¬ 
sionally get a shot at the leader of a Syrian 
patrol. It makes the sniper’s day. 

It also means one less invader to threaten 
survival of the beleaguered Christians in 
Lebanon. 

Iklim Kharroub 

If the Christian militia fails to hold this 
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area south of Beirut, the PLO has publically 
promised wholesale slaughter. The defend¬ 
ers are holding on with teeth, toes and'little 
else. (Editor’s note: The LF efforts have not 
been successful. Earlier this year, nearly all 
Christian families were forced to flee from 
Bdim Kharroub as the PLO overran the en¬ 
clave.) 

All land communications have been cut 
and the only link between Iklim Kharroub 
and the rest of Christian Lebanon is by sea. 
Reinforcements and supplies must be 
brought in by boat through dangerous 
Mediterranean winter storms. Both men and 
vital material are frequently lost before they 
can reach the LF forces holding this en¬ 
clave. If a boat makes it through the wind 
and weather, it may be sunk by PLO coastal 
artillery or rocket attacks. 

The Christian residents here live like the 
Marines lived at Khe Sanh or Con Thien — 
huddled under constant shelling and 
wondering if they’ll live to see another sun¬ 
rise. PLO shelling frequently forces closure 
of the tiny port of Jiye and when that hap¬ 
pens the situation gets desperate. There is 
no food and there is no ammunition to keep 
the PLO at bay. Why the terrorists don’t 
recognize that and assault under their own 
shelling remains a mystery to the LF de¬ 
fenders. Perhaps it’s because the gunners 
are more interested in trying to knock out 
the main power station at Jiye which sup¬ 
plies electricity to East Beirut. 

The stubborn civilians who remain in Ik¬ 
lim Kharroub pray for deliverance and 
shudder when the occasional visitor from 
Beirut brings horror stories of Moslem 
atrocities perpetrated against Christians. 
Listening to one such story it’s not hard to 
understand why they would rather remain 
here under seige than escape to the capitol. 

A young man from a Christian family in 
East Beirut was abducted by foreign terror¬ 
ists and sold off to Druze militiamen in West 
Beirut. The Moslems tortured him for the 
crime of being an infidel and then made a 
phone call to his family who were forced to 
listen to their son’s screams and pleas for 
mercy as he was beaten and burned. The 
connection stayed open until the Druze had 
succeeded in torturing their captive to 
death. Before they hung up on the hysterical 
family, the Druze indicated they were 
drinking a toast with his blood. 

For the Christians in Beirut and else¬ 
where in Lebanon — should they survive — 
it’s going to be a long war. In the wake of 
U.S. withdrawal and preoccupation with 
other parts of the world, they are convinced 
no one even cares about that. ^ 

ABOVE RIGHT: Using their own modified 
civilian winter equipment, LF Mountain 
Infantry soldiers snowshoe up a frosty slope 
to prepare an ambush for Syrian troops 
who control the mountain passes. RIGHT: 
Although they have been maintaining a low 
profile in recent months, Lebanese Armed 
Forces batteries, firing American I55mm 
howitzers, occasionally join the frequent 
artillery duels with Druze dug in on the 
towering foothills which surround Beirut. 
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SOF’s 
Rhodesian 
Fire Fight 

by Joe Tragger 

SOF made quite a reputation in the early 
years of publication for fearless , Firsthand 
reporting from the bloody battlefields of 
Rhodesia. Our efforts in that ill-fated Afri¬ 
can nation and our support of the Rhodesian 
government in operations against commu¬ 
nist insurgents gained us two unfortunate , 
undeserved labels: racists and mercenaries. 
We are neither. On the other hand , we have 
never avoided consorting with genuine 
meres to insure readers get the look and feel 
of Third World battlefields. This abbrevi¬ 
ated version of a story from our August 
1980 issue is an example. 

W HEN you’re in the Rhodesian bush, 
you go to bed shortly after the sun 
goes down and get up before it breaks the 
morning sky. The night before an operation 
you may not sleep well, wondering if you 
checked everything and what tomorrow will 
bring. 

As the sun comes up, it’s time to load the 
seven-fives (armored vehicles) and ride to 
the operations area. The 14 members of the 
stick kid around as all soldiers do before an 
operation. The machine-gunner on the stick 
tells us “the Major” has found terrs on 
more than 70 percent of his operations. 
They say “the Major” is good luck. 

He is Darrell Winkler, former Officer 
Commanding the Rhodesian Armored Reg¬ 
iment. now OC Rhodesian African Rifles. 

Other members of the stick are Jerry 
O’Brian, Great Britain, ex-French Foreign 
Legionnaire; Michael (Reb) Pierce, Amer¬ 
ican machine-gunner; Yves Devay, veteran 
of the Belgian Army; “the Mechanic,” the 
only white Rhodesian native on the oper¬ 
ation; and SOF staff members, Editor/Pub¬ 
lisher Robert K. Brown, Art Director Craig 
Nunn, Associate Editor N.E. MacDougald 
and myself, Joe Tragger. The remaining 
members of the stick are all black troopies 
of the RAR, a fine unit. 


SOF Art Director Craig Nunn poses with 
his Parkerizcd, camouflaged Remington 870 
pump. 

A few kilometers out from the base camp, 
all kidding stops. Smiles disappear as ten¬ 
sion grows; faces tighten. You put a round 
in the chamber and start watching the bush. 
You’re not too concerned about mines — 
Rhodesian seven-fives are mine-proof ex¬ 
cept from the larger Soviet anti-tank mines. 

Why worry? Hell, nothing can be done 
about that. 

We’re in one of the Tribal Trust Lands 
(TTLs). Silobela, it is called. There are 
about 70 or so terrs in this area, according to 
intelligence sources. 

About 12 to 14 clicks from the base camp 
we stop. Security is posted around the 


seven-fives and last-minute instructions 
given. Drivers are given pick-up points, 
watches are synchronized and we’re off. 

We are near one of the branches of the 
Gwelo River. We head southwest, hoping 
our intel is good. The pace is quick with 
little noise and everyone is alert. Tomorrow 
will bring election returns — and maybe 
peace. No one wants to be the last killed. 

In each kraal (village) the RAR sergeant 
questions the locals about the terrs in re¬ 
laxed and easy exchanges. We are given 
information about where the terrs camped 
overnight. The major decides to split the 
stick. His section will delay and head 
straight for the terr camp. We are to cut a big 

Continued on page 129 
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in FLAMES 

Squeezing 
SWAPO from 
Ovamboland 

by Stephan Terblanche 

S WAPO was no more than a hundred 
meters ahead of us. Adrenalin was send¬ 
ing jolts of energy into our tired legs. Con¬ 
tact: danger close. 

Terrs had been so near last night that we 
made only a hasty camp with no fires. At 
daybreak we confirmed their positions and 
moved to eliminate them from this desolate 
part of Namibia located hard against the 
Angolan border. Only the thick bush kept 
the Soviet-equipped terrs from dying in 
place. We'd have to hunt them down and 
kill them at close range. That's the way it’s 
done. There is no better solution in this sort 
of war. 

And there is no unit better at effecting that 
solution than Special Unit K of the South 
African Security Forces. The men who call 
themselves Koevoet — Afrikaans for crow¬ 
bar — slithered through the scrub brush with 
weapons ready for the fire fight they could 
feel was coming. Grinding relentlessly be¬ 
hind the sweepers were the Casspir APCs 
mounting machine guns that would serve as 
base of fire for the maneuver elements. 

Suddenly there was a shout. Terrs had 
been spotted. Forward elements swept into 
assault line, but the SWAPO Special Unit 
guerrillas had melted into the bush. The 
Koevoet commander considered his options 
and ordered his men to maintain the sweep 
line. It was a smart move. 

In the next few minutes, the terrs decided 
they couldn’t hide any longer. Two of them 
broke cover and made a run for it in plain 
sight of the leading Koevoet trackers. The 
guerrillas turned and fired, ran and turned to 
fire again. The Koevoet troops dropped into 
positions on the ground and started to deliv¬ 
er fire on the targets. They were joined 
quickly by machine-gunners on the Casspirs 

A discarded SWAPO pack found during the 
chase — it would provide valuable 
information to Koevoet. 
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Koevoet men close in on insurgents in the thick bush of Namibia. 


Early morning parade before the start of another seek-and-destroy mission. 



The Koevoet always win. Dead terrs, including a top SWAPO commander of the Special 
Unit, lie against ar ant-heap. 


who swept the bush for other SWAPO terrs 
who might have remained in hiding. 

The two who broke cover were lying dead 
in a clearing. The Koevoet CO ordered his 
men to cease fire and check the bodies. 
There had been no friendly casualties in the 
engagement but there was no sense in taking 
chances with this troublesome band of 
SWAPO Special Unit troops that plague 
Ovamboland. Better to exploit two con¬ 
firmed kills than chase your way into an 
ambush. 

There would be another grueling sweep 
tomorrow but I had to leave Rob Brock way 
and the bush vets of Special Unit K that 
morning and return to Johannesburg. When 
my plane touched down I regretted the deci¬ 
sion to depart Ovamboland. There was 
news that Brock way and the Koevoet troop¬ 
ers had nailed six more terrs. 

According to the intelligence that had led 
the Koevoet Unit into the chase, that left 
only seven members of the highly trained 
SWAPO Special Unit alive in Namibia. By 
the end of the week I got news that they had 
been tracked down and killed also. It 
doesn’t pay to play insurgency games with 
Koevoet. SWAPO had felt the force of the 
crowbar designed to pry them out of 
Ovamboland. 

For nearly 20 years now the South Afri¬ 
can Security Forces (SASF) have been wag¬ 
ing war in the northern territory 1 of Namibia 
against the Marxist Southwest African Peo¬ 
ple’s Organization. It’s been a tough 
course, but the school of Ovamboland has 



The author atop a Casspir in the 
Namibian war zone. 


SPRINGBOK VET 

Stephan Terblanche last reported for 
SOF on the war in Angola in May of 
1982. Now he gives SOF readers first¬ 
hand accounts of the battles within 
Namibia for the security of southern 
Africa. Military and war reporter for The 
Sunday Times , Terblanche is based in 
Johannesburg. 

Like most SOF reporters, Terblanche 
is a military veteran. A corporal in the 
South African Citizen Force and an hon¬ 
orary major (equivalent rank) in the War 
Correspondents Corps, he served in 
Southwest Africa/Namibia combating 
terrorist infiltration, where he won 
South Africa’s Pro Patria Medal. 


98 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 85 








made SASF into one of the toughest, most 
professional fighting forces in the free 
world. 

Their flexibility was demonstrated by 
formation of an innovative unit known as 
Special Unit K for Koevoet. Even the name 
sends chills through SWAPO guerrillas. 
They have yet to meet a Koevoet unit in the 
field and stage a winning punch-up. 

While it was originally founded as an 
infiltration and intelligence-gathering out¬ 
fit, increased terrorist activity in Ovambo- 
land has forced Koevoet into a direct com¬ 
bat role. No one in the unit is complaining 
and the CO can claim his men account for 75 
percent of all kills in the critical area. Since 
Special Unit K began operations in 1979 
they have killed 1,938 terrs, suffering only 
79 men KIA — a 25-to-one kill ratio. That’s 
gained the Koevoet unit a nasty reputation 
in certain circles. 

Since SWAPO can’t neutralize Koevoet 
on the battlefield in the guerrillas’ most 
critical — and supposedly most friendly — 
area of operations, they’ve initiated a prop¬ 
aganda campaign designed to bring pressure 
to bear from the rear of this tough combat 
unit. Liberal politicians, church groups and 
leftist supporters of SWAPO around the 
world have been mobilized to change 
Koevoet’s name from a codeword for COIN 
efficiency to a popular synonym for atroc¬ 
ity. Given a lack of evidence to support 
allegations of Koevoet oppression of villag¬ 
ers and torture of SWAPO prisoners, I de¬ 
cided to travel to Ovamboland in March and 
see for myself whether this was an outstand¬ 
ing combat unit or a gang of thugs. 

SWAPO’s annual rainy-season offensive 
was in full swing which gave me the oppor¬ 
tunity to observe two Koevoet battle groups 
in their element: counterinsurgency ops 
against trained SWAPO volunteer units in 
weather that made travel hard and air sup¬ 
port unreliable. I expected to see hardened, 
slightly irregular border troops. Instead I 
found a fierce, proud and highly profession¬ 
al fighting unit. 

This is exactly what I saw: 

In January the annual summer rains 
turned dusty Ovamboland into a morass of 
water pans, muddy swamps and almost im¬ 
penetrable bush and forests. That allowed 
SWAPO to send the first 49 members of 
their 170-strong fanatical organization 
known as the Special Unit across the border 
into Namibia from Southern Angola. Their 
mission was to sow terror as well as a stag¬ 
gering amount of Soviet-supplied land¬ 
mines. They were to avoid contact with the 
combined South African and South West 
African Security Forces for as long as possi¬ 
ble, but take whatever measures were 
necessary to infiltrate through Ovamboland 
into the farm areas south of the war zone 
bordering the towns of Otavi, Grootfontein 
and Tsumeb. Once into the area populated 
mostly by white farmers, they were to maim 
and kill as many civilians as possible. 

By mid-March the terrs had already 
walked some 300 klicks through Angola 
carrying rifles, heavy packs, RPGs, mines 


and provisions. They had only to make it 
another 200 klicks through Ovamboland 
and evade the Koevoet patrols to begin their 
bloody mission. I wanted to see if Koevoet 
could prevent that. 

It was a sweltering hot morning when my 
C-130 transport dived out of the sky in a 
missile-dodging maneuver to touch down at 
Ondangua Air Base amid the noisy clatter of 
helicopters heading for the bush and the roar 
of jets flying combat air patrols. Koevoet’s 
Captain Bemie Ley— a jovial former de¬ 
tective from Port Elizabeth — met me and 
we drove 30 kilometers to Oshakati, nerve 
center of the Ovamboland war zone. The 
trip gave Ley a welcome opportunity to fill 



Koevoet trackers on the trail of SWAPO in 
the Namutoni Block in the southern war 
zone of Namibia. 


me in on the history of his unit. 

South African Brigadier Hans Dreyer con¬ 
ceived Koevoet after ordinary methods of 
combating terrorism in Ovambo failed. The 
immense size of the area, low population 
density and rough country were too much for 
conventional units. After consultations with 
South African Police and the South African 
Defense Forces, “Strong Hans” — as 
Dreyer is nicknamed by his troops — was 
given the green light to form a unit more 
suited to operations in Ovamboland. 

Drawing men initially from Security 
Branch of the SA Police, Dreyer began 
training the unit at Oshakati. The SB volun¬ 
teers formed a leadership nucleus, while 
troopers were recruited from the people of 
Ovamboland. 

Most Koevoet local recruits come from 
the Ovambo and Ovahimbo tribes, but some 
are Angolan refugees and former members 
of Holden Roberto’s FNLA who fled to 
Namibia after the 1976 Angolan War. A 
handful are reformed SWAPO guerrillas. 
All of them grew up in the harsh African 
bush and had the skills required for survival. 
Most importantly to Dreyer, they were all 
volunteers and believed in the efforts to halt 
communist designs on their native land. 


There was some good news to confirm 
the effectiveness of Dryer’s concept. Cap¬ 
tain Ley told me most of the seven-man 
teams of SWAPO infiltrators had already 
been tracked down and killed. That’s not 
necessarily policy. Ley indicated. Koevoet 
operates a prisoner of war camp which held 
238 POWs at that point but surrenders are 
rare in Ovamboland. The Koevoet com¬ 
manders did not expect any among the 17 
Special Unit terrs — led by three of 
SWAPO’s top military commanders—who 
remained at large. Ley said they might get 
some POWs from among the hundreds of 
ordinary SWAPO insurgents who infiltrate 
the war zone but all of Koevoet’s attention 
was focused on eliminating the last of the 
Special Unit guerrillas who could cause 
more damage if they were allowed to slip 
through the net. 

If the remaining 17 made it into southern 
farm areas the agricultural economy could 
be severely damaged. While they diverted 
security efforts, the remaining 121 mem¬ 
bers of the SWAPO Special Unit were sup¬ 
posed to infiltrate Kaokoland in the western 
war zone and Kavango in the east. Fortu¬ 
nately, Koevoet recon units had seen no 
sign of the latter force and intelligence indi¬ 
cated they were still holed up in Angola. 

Captain Ley told me that fresh Koevoet 
units were being deployed at first light the 
next morning. I would accompany ZUlu 
Tango Group which would work its way to 
the great water pans of the Etosha Reserve 
on the southern border of the war zone. 

That evening I enjoyed my last beer for a 
long time at the Koevoet base canteen. By 
0700 the next morning the Koevoet base 
was a frantic mob scene. Arsenals of 
weapons were being checked and the still, 
muggy air was filled with the roar of en¬ 
gines. Noise from the Casspir armored vehi¬ 
cles was supplemented by the clatter of 
feed-covers and bolts as gunners readied 
their .30- and .50-caliber Brownings as well 
as 20mm guns mounted atop some of the 
trucks. Men in green camouflage battle 
dress swarmed through the area. Those who 
could do no more to get ready for combat 
squatted beside a truck and rolled dice. 

Somewhere in the middle of the chaos I 
found Sergeant Boesman Pretorius, the man 
in charge of Zulu Tango Group. He was a 
sturdy veteran of Namibian War and anx¬ 
ious to have me along to observe the skill of 
his troops. We moved out at 0800 and left 
Oshakati behind us. 

Our fighting group — like all other 
Koevoet groups — consisted of about 45 
men led by a group commander. When the 
terrain and situation allows, men ride in the 
four Casspir vehicles, referred to simply as 
cars. A fifth vehicle — called a Blesbok — 
carries spare kit and provisions. 

Koevoet unit commanders are mostly 
South Africans though a number of local 
recruits also eventually win their spurs. 
Most of them are long-service veterans of 
Africa’s guerrilla wars with interesting stor¬ 
ies to tell, like Warrant Officer Lucas Kili- 
no, who said he had been at war since he 
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was 14. At that tender age he had been 
recruited by Holden Roberto’s FNLA in his 
native Angola. That was before the MPLA 
came to power in Luanda and all three guer¬ 
rilla movements — MPLA, FNLA and Dr. 
Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA — still fought 
against the Portuguese colonial rulers of 
Angola. 

During his service with the FNLA, Kilino 
had been sent to China for military training 
and became parachute qualified. After the 
fall of the Portuguese in Angola, South 
Africa invaded the country in 1976, scoring 
huge successes against the MPLA, FAPLA 
and the Cubans who advised them. Kilino 
joined the South Africans. When they with¬ 
drew back to Namibia, he went with them. 

In Namibia he signed up with the SA 
Army’s famed 32 Battalion [See SOF, Feb. 
’82]. Shortly after it was founded in 1979, 
Kilino heard about Koevoet — or Special 
Unit K as it is officially known — and 
decided to transfer. Now his enemies in¬ 
cluded SWAPO as well as the Cubans and 
FAPLA troops he encountered in cross- 
border raids. 

“After the atrocities I have seen commit¬ 
ted by so-called Marxist freedom fighters 
over the last 20 years,” he said, “I will fight 
them to the end. Koevoet is the unit where I 
can do this best. Unlike the other local re¬ 
cruits in Koevoet, I have become a South 
African Policeman and will go wherever my 
unit is sent.” 

These days, 23 years after he first became 
a soldier, Kilino feels he has found a home. 
The other local Koevoet recruits are mostly 
Special Constables of the SWA Police and 
will remain in Namibia after the war ends. 
But that’s a long way off and it pays to 
concentrate on the situation at hand in 
Ovamboland. 

Sergeant Pretorius took his group south, 
traveling along the only tarred road in 
Ovambo. We passed Ondangua Air Base by 
40 klicks, left the tarred road and entered the 
dense, silent bush. We were scheduled to 
sweep south along the eastern edge of the 
road with units penetrating deep into the 
parallel bush. 

Zulu Echo Group — under command of 
Warrant Officer Rob Brockway — would 
be combing the bush on the western side of 
the road. From atop the Casspirs the men 
searched the ground for sign of terrs. Occa¬ 
sionally we would come into a clearing — 
generally a cornfield with a kraal situated in 
the center—and stop to ask the locals about 
SWAPO movement in the area. 

Ovambo tribesmen were friendly but they 
claimed no knowledge of terrs in the area. If 
they were afraid of rape, robbery or beatings 
from Koevoet “hooligans,” I saw no trace 
of it. 

By the end of the first day, it was becom¬ 
ing increasingly difficult to believe charges 
levied by men like Archbishop Denis Hur¬ 
ley who spoke for the men of the South 
African Bishops’ Conference and claimed 
he had compiled extensive documentation 
and affidavits from the Ovambo people ex¬ 
posing war crimes and atrocities committed 


by members of Koevoet. The people I en¬ 
countered were openly friendly and not at 
all cowed by the presence of armed troops. 

Koevoet CO Dreyer points to the incon¬ 
gruity of such charges. “My men come 
from the area. They have family and friends 
in most of the kraals and it is because of this 
that we are so successful. They know the 
people in the kraals and receive valuable 
information from them. Do you think these 
men would go killing, raping and robbing 
their own friends and relatives?” 

To his credit, the brigadier does admit 
that a number of his men have been involved 
in criminal incidents in the past. “There are 
some in the unit who go astray because we 
have such a large number of men — close on 
to two thousand. But where it is brought to 
our attention, we track down the culprits 
ourselves, take them to court and summarily 
discharge them from the unit. In not a single 
case were these men on duty or under the 
command of a responsible officer. They 
were either at home, off-duty, or had de¬ 
serted from the unit when they had commit¬ 
ted their crimes. And in every case they 
have been punished.” 

At the kraals where we stopped that day 
and on other days, people readily came for¬ 
ward to help, engaging in friendly chatter 
with the Koevoet men. Only in one case did 
a young Ovambo boy show open hostility 
but it was hardly surprising considering 
SWAPO’s terror tactics and heavy indoc¬ 
trination of the youth in this area. SWAPO 
recruits young fighters most effectively by 
abducting them at an early age. Indoctrinat¬ 
ed in camps in Angola, young captives be¬ 
come converts and return to Ovambo as 
guerrillas. That explains why there are no 
young men in the kraals. They have either 
joined SWAPO or the Security Forces. 
Some simply leave for a better-paid, peace¬ 
ful life at the mines in the south. 

We had hardly been working the bush for 
an hour that morning when a radio message 


crackled excitement into the air. Another 
police unit — not Koevoet — had picked up 
and followed tracks some 50 klicks north¬ 
east of our position. They had surprised a 
number of insurgents who had fired on them 
before making a run for it. Pretorius in¬ 
structed the inexperienced police unit to 
stay put till he and his men arrived to assist 
them. 

Turning the Casspirs around, we left 
Warrant Officer Brockway and Zulu Echo 
behind to continue their search along the 
western side of the highway. We were soon 
engaged in bundu-bashing through inhos¬ 
pitable terrain, ramming trees with the 
Casspirs and cutting a path through the 
bush. Once we reached the vicinity of the 
other unit, they fired a flare into the clear 
morning sky to mark their position. 

We found the evidence of the shooting 
and Pretorius’ expert trackers were soon 
onto the trail of the terrs. They could not 
have been more than one or two klicks 
ahead of us. Knowing they were being pur¬ 
sued, the guerrillas had split up forcing us to 
follow three sets of tracks. It wasn’t difficult 
for the veterans of Koevoet. 

Every member of the unit is a trained 
tracker, so the patrol was able to maintain a 
sweep line without having to keep specially 
skilled soldiers on point as they moved 
through the bush. It was not Boesman Pre¬ 
torius’ day. Just before sundown it started 
raining and the tracks washed away. As the 
SWAPO terrs never move in the dark for 
fear of leaving tracks too easily, and the 
Security Forces prefer not to move in the 
dark for fear of ambush, a temporary over¬ 
night hiatus was called. The chase would 
continue the next morning when Pretorius, a 
man who never gives up, would systemati¬ 
cally work his way from kraal to kraal seek¬ 
ing information and looking for guerrilla 
spoor. 

Meanwhile, Rob Brockway’s Zulu Echo 
Group had struck it lucky to the south. They 


100 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 85 












were in hot pursuit of two terrs who had 
splintered away from a group headed south 
to the Etosha Pans. The tracks were esti¬ 
mated to be only a few hours old. 

At the same time a radio message had 
been received from a Security Branch 20- 
man team which had been ambushed at the 
Angolan border just 30 kilometers north of 
us. Four men had been injured by an RPG 
Fired through the cab of their car and a 
helicopter had evacuated them to Ondan- 
gua. Another Koevoet unit had rushed to the 
area to track down the terrs. This unit had 
moved fast and now quickly sent word of 
successful contact. Things were heating up 
rapidly in Ovamboland. 

Pretorius arranged for one of his Casspirs 
to take me back to Oshakati for a quick ride 
south to join Brockway and his men. It 
seemed like the best chance of contact. We 
roared along the infamous Oom Willie's 
Road — a muddy, frequently mined high¬ 
way that runs from the Kavango in the east 
to Ondangua in central Ovambo. Signs of 
war whizzed by and I caught only glimpses 
of mangled civilian vehicles damaged by 
SWAPO mines and burned-out skeletons of 
schools and houses hit in mortar attacks. 

When I reached Brockway’s unit, there 
was encouraging news. They had closed the 
gap between them and the terrs from two 
hours to 20 minutes. The terrain, 15 klicks 
west of the highway and 15 klicks north of 
the Etosha Pans, was tough. The ground 
was hard and no rain had fallen in the area 
which was thick with thorn trees. The hard 
ground made tracking almost impossible. 
My untrained eyes could see nothing on the 
ground, yet the Koevoet men found what 


Only 100 meters behind the fleeing 
insurgents, the Koevoet men break into a 
run as the tracks get hot. 

they were looking for: a bent blade of grass, 
scuffs in the sand. Visibility was down to 
almost zero in the bush and the terrs, now a 
mere 100 to 200 meters ahead of us, could 
certainly hear the noise of the Casspirs on 
their trail. 

In the afternoon the choppers were 
called. The air Filled with rotor-noise ... 
and one terr panicked, broke from cover and 
ran for his life. It was a fatal mistake. The 
helicopter directed the men on the ground 
and the Casspirs came charging along with 
guns blazing. The terrs tried to shoot back 
but they were cut down in seconds. 

A captured SWAPO terr was brought in 
to identify his dead buddies. He confirmed 
that one of the KIAs was a top SWAPO 
commander known as Sakkie. The other 
man had been his bodyguard. The POW 
also indicated both men had been part of a 
larger group who had been assigned mis¬ 
sions in the farmlands to the south. That 
meant more terrs were still in the area. 

With nightfall the Koevoet men halted 
and made a temporary base camp. It was a 
peaceful night but before dawn the still air 
was split by the roar of an Impala jet-fighter 
that patrols the highway between Oshivelo 
and Ondangua every morning. The Casspirs 
were started and the men spread out into the 
bush. Within half an hour another set of 
tracks had been found. 

Trackers who found the spoor estimated 
that Brockway and his men were a mere 300 
meters behind the fleeing terrs. Apparently 


the SWAPO band had also rested for the 
night rather than risk traveling farther into 
Ovamboland. In suffocating heat, scratched 
and ripped by thorns, the men doggedly 
followed the tracks. At this pace there was 
danger of stumbling into a well-hidden 
SWAPO booby trap but Brock way kept his 
troops humping. 

By noon the gap had been reduced to 200 
meters and the chase was turning into a 
footrace. Brockway radioed for choppers on 
standby at Tsumeb. It was time to get some 
eyes in the sky. Two Alouette helicopters 
roared in, touched down briefly to pick up 
Koevoet spotters, and surged into the air to 
comb the bush from above. 

“These terrs are good. They know their 
stuff, but sooner or later they must make a 
mistake," Brockway commented as he 
watched the choppers orbit the area. 

The terrs knew we were close. They tried 
every device to mislead us. They walked on 
their toes to leave smaller tracks. They took 
off their boots and walked on well-trod foot¬ 
paths and they led us in circles. Once we 
discovered with some alarm that they had 
even been walking behind us on our own 
tracks for 200 meters. 

Then came the first signs of our imminent 
success. The terrs had dumped one of their 
packs, hiding it under a pile of dried branch¬ 
es. It contained pieces of SWAPO'and 
Angolan FAPLA uniforms, two rifle gre¬ 
nades, canned food bought in Oshakati and 
a new set of boots. There were no weapons. 
The SWAPO terrs were still well-armed — 
and still very dangerous. Then came word 
from a leading tracker that the terrs had 
stopped at a hole to drink water. They were 
tiring. 

There was a distraction from the chase 
when a chopper descending to refuel from 
one of the Koevoet trucks experienced 
mechanical trouble and had an extremely 
hard landing. Fearing an explosion, the 
Koevoet spotter on board, Sergeant Chris 
“Moondog” Brits, came tearing out from 
under the blades and collapsed. He had se¬ 
verely injured his back in the barely con¬ 
trolled crash. 

The uninjured pilot calmly signaled that 
he had the situation under control and 
switched off the turbines. His co-pilot sat 
inside the cockpit with a broken leg. 
Another chopper from the flight was called 
to evacuate the injured men to Ondangua 
but that did not interest Brockway and his 
Koevoet troopers. They were still hot on a 
terrorist trail. 

Brock way had a chance to add to the 
admirable record of his unit and concerns 
over air crashes could wait. He got what he 
wanted the next morning when we hit the 
two unlucky SWAPO Special Unit terrs. 
The weapons Koevoet took in the engage¬ 
ment brought the arsenal of ComBloc 
weapons captured by Unit K since they were 
formed to a value of more than $4 million. 
With materiel losses like that and a 25-to- 
one kill ratio, SWAPO will continue to tip¬ 
toe around land Koevoet protects. ^ 
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AFGHA 


More than 
the Bear 
Bargained For 

by Galen L. Geer 


SOF Correspondents were not the first 
Westerners to cover the situation in Afghan¬ 
istan after the Soviet invasion prompted 
formation of the rugged mujahideen resis¬ 
tance movement but some of the most spec¬ 
tacular — and widely read — reporting 
appeared in the pages of our magazine. We 
made friends among the Freedom Fighters 
and they allowed us to gain close-up looks at 
the fighting as well as valuable , exclusive 
reports on Soviet weaponry including the 
AK- 74 assault rifle, the BG-15 and AGS-1 7 
grenade launchers, the RPG-18 and the 
AKR “Kriukov. ” But our greatest feat in 
Afghanistan was bringing the plight of the 
resistance fighters and the ruthlessness of 
the Moscow-Kabu1 tyrants to the attention 
of the American public as this story from 
our October 1980 issue illustrates. 

I looked down from my precarious perch 
on the camel at the lone mujahideen 
walking beside me. For the past hour the 
Russians had been bombing the valley 
across the mountain from us and he shud¬ 
dered with each new wave of explosions. 
When we took a break, I pulled the inter¬ 
preter, Abdul Massai, to one side and asked 
him why one man seemed to be so affected 
by the bombing while the others were in¬ 
different to it. 

“Because the bombs are falling on his 
home,” Massai said, then walked away. 
His matter-of-fact tone confused me and 1 
struggled to crawl back onto the camel. 
When f was finally settled, I lit a cigarette 
and thought about the visions which must 
have been going through the Afghan’s mind 
as he heard the bombs fall on the only home 
he had known since birth. 

We spent that night in another one of the 

Continued on page 123 



Mujahideen stand atop Soviet T-54 tank on the road to Gardez. 


102 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 85 















SOF 1985 


N JIHAD 



Mujahideen lounge among stone pens thousands of feet above the valley floor, awaiting 
time for Massoud’s coordinated attack. 


Hard-Pressed 

Massoud 

Holds 

Panjsher 

by Mike Winchester 


Ahmad Shah Massoud has symbolized 
resistance in Afghanistan to millions around 
the world. Since news began to filter out of 
the desolate, mountainous country that a 
guerrilla government was functioning with¬ 
in 100 kilometers of Kabul and its Soviet 
puppets , Ahmad Shah Massoud has been 
the target of more attention , adulation and 
disinformation than any other Afghan lead¬ 
er. All that means he’s doing an effective 
job in fighting Soviet aggression. 

SOF contributor Mike Winchester 
walked from Pakistan to Massoud’s minia¬ 
ture state in the Panjsher last winter ; cross¬ 
ing icy 14.000-foot passes on his nigged 
route deep into the interior. He joined mu- 
jahid forces during a battle for a fortified 
outpost left behind as a symbol of Soviet 
influence in the Panjsher following their 
most recent incursion into that area C irri¬ 
tating Ivan , ” SOF , June ’85). Finding the 
charismatic leader in the valley his enemies 
said he deserted last year, Winchester got 
Massoud 5 side of what happened during 
the controversial cease-fire with the Soviets 
and the inside story on Massoud’s response 
to subsequent invasion. — The Editors 


I T'S easy to see why the Soviets take the 
Panjsher and Massoud so seriously. The 
Panjsher is strategically located and quite 
defensible. Massoud realizes that and has 
insured there is functioning, centralized 
command of the resistance organization 
dedicated to keeping the valley out of Soviet 
hands. That makes him a painful thorn in the 
bloody paw of the Russian bear. 

In late 1982, after two full-scale offen- 
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sives in May and August, the valley’s 
strength and Soviet respect for Massoud 
were confirmed by the appearance of a 
Soviet officer with a white flag and a Farsi¬ 
speaking Soviet Tadzhik interpreter. They 
came to talk peace. Three months later, 
after a great deal of bargaining between the 
guerrilla command and the valley’s civilian 
leaders, an agreement was finally ham¬ 
mered out in March 1983. A shaky ceasefire 
was declared in the Panjsher. 

The Soviet-mu jahid pact — the first of its 
kind — provided for a six-month ceasefire 
(later extended for a full year) on condition 
the Soviets pulled out of heavily fortified 
positions in the town of Ruka to a single 
garrison post near the village of Anawa at 
the valley mouth. At the Anawa base the 
Soviets were permitted .to keep a force of 
300 men (the condition was later waived), 
but they were forbidden to have any contact 
with the civilian population. 

The ceasefire proved controversial. For 
the valley’s hard-pressed mujahideen — 
short of food and ammunition after their 
toughest year to date — it provided desper¬ 
ately needed breathing room for training 
and stockpiling supplies. But as Massoud’s 
critics (most of them comfortably estab¬ 
lished over the border in Peshawar) were 
quick to point out, it also permitted the 
Soviet’s Tajbeg Palace command in Kabul 
to redeploy troops from the Panjsher to 
other regions (“Paktia Recon,” SOF, Dec. 
’84). Some rival niujahid groups hinted 
darkly that Massoud had finally shown his 
true colors and sold out to the enemy. 

The pact — and the rumors it bred — also 
fueled doubt among the Panjsher’s allies, 
both in Afghanistan and beyond about the 
future of the resistance movement. As 
Mohammad Eshaq, a senior Panjsheri offi¬ 
cial of the Peshawar-based Jamiat-i-Islami 
party and a close aide of Massoud put it late 
last year, “We were under tremendous 
psychological pressure to end the truce from 
both friends and critics. In the end we got to 
wondering which was better — bombard¬ 
ment or the ceasefire.” 

But for all the mud-slinging, the most 
crucial result of the truce was the chance it 
gave Massoud to extend his organization 
beyond the confines of the Panjsher. He 
took time to travel north, pulling like- 
minded commanders into a coordinated 
guerrilla network. Other key resistance 
leaders such as Mazar i-Sharif’s Zabiullah 
Khan trekked to the Panjsher from their own 
turf for talks and training. 

“The results were beyond my wildest 
expectations,” Massoud told SOF. “If I 
had another year, the Soviets would never 
have set foot in this valley again.” 

The generals back in the Tajbeg were 
evidently drawing similar conclusions. As a 
divide-and-rule tactic and a means of 
freeing up thinly spread troops for other 
duties, the truce had outlived its usefulness. 
Panjsheri mobile groups were also proving 
increasingly troublesome on the plains 
north of Kabul, It was time to bring the war 
back to Massoud. 


DOUBLE AGENT 

Ahmad Shah Massoud is the most 
visible resistance leader inside Afghani¬ 
stan which makes him the most tempting 
target for assasination. Many stories of 
the 1984 attempt to kill Massoud have 
been published , but SOF got the story 
directly from a double agent who is said 
to have been the trigger-man sent into 
the Panjsher to make the hit. Massoud f s 
people introduced Mike Winchester to 
him in Peshawar , 

The Soviet assault on the Panjsher 
valley included a KHAD/KGB attempt 
to assassinate Ahmad Shah Massoud. It 
was a plot built on the assumption 
often a fair one in Afghanistan — that if 
you can dispose of the leader, the fol¬ 
lowers will fall apart. It also turned into a 
booby-trap that blew up in KHAD’s 
face. 

The assassination was timed to pre¬ 
cede the opening of the 20 April military 
onslaught but planning had begun 
months before. The operation hinged on 
one man. a KHAD officer and one-time 
associate of Massoud\s. called Kamran. 

A burly 40-year-old from Kabul, 
Kamran had been recruited by the 
Soviet- and East German-trained 
Afghan intelligence service on the rec¬ 
ommendation of a communist doctor 
friend who reckoned Kamran would 
make a far better intelligence operative 
than mujahideen fodder. Having just re¬ 
turned home after working in Turkey 
and the Mideast, and faced with the un¬ 
inviting prospect of being drafted into 
the army, Kamran was happy to join an 
organization that offered fast promotion 
and good money . 

He served in KHAD’s Department 
Five, the organization’s biggest section, 
tasked with infiltrating mujahideen 
groups and general counter-resistance 
activities. His first assignment in Paki¬ 
stan proved highly successful. In the 
dusty frontier city of Peshawar where he 
worked with a network of KHAD agents 
already in place, Kamran effectively in¬ 
filtrated the Jamiat-i-Islami Afghanistan 
(Islamic League of Afghanistan) a main¬ 
ly Tadzhik and Uzbek resistance party 
with a wide following across northern, 
northeastern and western Afghanistan. 
In one of several intelligence coups the 
bearded Kabuli succeeded in bugging 
the office of Jamiat leader Prof Burhan- 
uddin Rabbani. providing his Kabul 
control with a series of reports on 
Jamiat’s internal politics and long-term 
strategic planning. 

In 1983 Kamran was pulled out of 
Pakistan and returned to Kabul. Not long 
after, on the orders of Department Fi ve’s 
head. Dr. Bahar. he was placed in com¬ 
mand of a 10-man squad of KHAD 
fedayi (sacrifices), commandos trained 
and reportedly effective in counter¬ 



Public Enemy Number One — according 
to the Russians and their Kabuli lackeys 
— is Ahmad Shah Massoud. As leader 
of Panjsheri resistance Massoud has 
weathered war, assassination attempts 
and political backstabbiog to remain the 
most famous mujahid leader for 
Westerners. 

guerrilla operations in which they often 
dress and move like mujahideen. 

On the basis of Kamran’s acquain¬ 
tance with Massoud years before in 
Kabul, he and his team were tasked sole¬ 
ly with dra wing up plans for the liquida¬ 
tion of the Panjsheri commander. As an 
operative with a record of having suc¬ 
cessfully infiltrated Massoud’s party in 
Peshawar, and wilh his own personal 
connection with Massoud. Kamran was 
ideal for the job. In late 1983 he was 
instructed to resume contacts with Mas¬ 
soud through Jamiat confidants in 
Peshawar, among them Massoud's own 
brother. 

In the early months of 1984, with the 
Soviet-Panjsher ceasefire still holding, 
Kamran made several quiet visits to the 
Panjsher and re-established his old 
friendship with Massoud according to 
plan. Coming from Kabul and ostensibly 
having a job in the government, Kamran 
was soon accepted as a mujahid agent. 
He provided Massoud snippets of intelli¬ 
gence given him bv KHAD: the sort of 
intelligence KHAD assumed Massoud 
would probably be getting from other 
sources and would serve to establish 
Kamran as a reliable operative for the 
Panjsher in Kabul. And the reports did 
check out... 

By March, plans for the next month’s 
assault on the valley were already 
drawn. Kamran was ordered by Bahar to 
start the assassination machinery. At this 
time he was issued two different types of 
poisons in powder form that could be 
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Massoud relaxes outside his Panjsher <|IV 

administered in food, as well as a KGB- 
designed double-barreled pistol firing 
poisoned rounds. The least wound in¬ 
flicted by a round from the weapon — 
Kamran was told — would be sufficient 
to cause almost immediate paralysis, and 
death within half an hour, Gn his next trip 
to the valley, the would-be assassin hid 
the weapon near Massoud’s command 
post to be retrieved just before the hit. 

A clear picture of dates is difficult to 
piece together. But the liquidation 
apparently was targeted for the second 
week in April allowing time for back-up 
squads to move in the event of an abort. On 
the eve of his final trip into the valley with 
instructions to carry out the execution of 
the regime’s most troublesome single 
enemy, Kamran was privileged to be en¬ 
tertained by the Soviets’ famed Afghan 
figurehead, President Babrak Karma!, 
wheeled back into power in Kabul follow¬ 
ing the Christmas 1979 invasion. 

The meeting was surrounded in secre¬ 
cy, taking place late at night at a govern¬ 
ment guest house in the Shahr-i-nac 
quarter of Kabul. Ln addition to Babrak, 
also present were Department Five head. 
Dr. Bahar, overall KHAD boss, Dr. Na- 
jib; and a ranking KGB general called 
Haidarov, an ethnic Tadzhik from 
Soviet Tadzhikistan, liaising closely 
with the upper echelons of the Afghan 
People’s Democratic (communist) party 
and the intelligence service. 

Kamran says the details of the next 
day’s operation were discussed oyer 
whiskey , beer and snacks of kebab. Bab¬ 
rak was particularly impressed by a re 
cent photo of Kamran and Massoud 
together in the Panjsher. That showed 
the extent to which Kamran had suc¬ 
ceeded in gaining the confidence of a 
man who stood as a continuing affront to 
communist power in Afghanistan. The 
way Kamran told it — with a few scotch¬ 
es under his belt — getting the weapon 
into a meeting with Massoud the next 


day would be no problem. 

What neither the president nor his in¬ 
telligence chiefs realized until several 
days later was that the man drinking with 
them and guaranteeing Massoud’s im¬ 
minent demise was one of the most suc¬ 
cessful double agents of the war. Re¬ 
cruited by Massoud several months be¬ 
fore his recruitment by KHAD, Kamran 
had been keeping the Panj sheri leader 
informed of plans for the impending 
attack and his own death. 

In KHAD, Kamran was fedayi , a man 
not expected to survive the operation. 
But the rewards promised him that eve¬ 
ning would, he was assured, be passed 
onto his family should he not succeed in 
escaping after the hit — a cash bonus of 
one million afghani (U.S. $100,000), a 
house in the select Wazi Akbar Khan 
quarter of Kabul, a new car, and the rank 
of colonel within KHAD. 

VI was going to be a Hero of the 
Revolution,” Kamran told SOF. “But I 
was just sitting there, listening and 
thinking, tomorrow I’m going to be 
free . ,.. ” 

The party broke up after midnight. By 
the time Kamran was on the road driving 
north out of Kabul toward Gulbahar and 
the Panjsher it was already late morning 
of the same day. With passes issued both 
by KHAD and the resistance he drove 
through army checkpoints and then later 
those of the mujahideen. But once he’d 
reached the Panjsher the work was not 
over: in the following days he was to 
identify KHAD back-up groups attempt¬ 
ing to enter the valley and reach Mas¬ 
soud. They were rounded up and ex¬ 
ecuted. 

Today Kamran lives in quiet exile 
across the border in Pakistan, and his 
family has been smuggled out of Kabul. 
But the Panjsher and Kabul are short 
miles apart, and Massoud keeps both 
pistol and poison. Who knows ... Drs. 
Najib and Bahar may get to see them 
again, one of these nights. 

— Mike Winchester 


Early in 1984, the communists decided to 
launch another no-holds-barred blitz on the 
Panjsher, In typical double-speak, the 
assault was referred to as a “limited opera¬ 
tion.” The strike involved 20,000 troops, 
about two-thirds of them Soviet. Included 
were the airborne assault brigades based in 
southern Soviet Central Asia. Ground 
forces were backed by an estimated 500 
armored fighting vehicles (AFVs). In the 
air, there was Frontal Aviation’s usual line¬ 
up of Su-17, Su-24 and Su-25 ground attack 
jets, MiG-21 and MiG-23 fighters, and 
Mi-8 and Mi-24 helicopter gunships. 

In addition—for the first time in Afghan¬ 
istan — the softening-up process was to 
involve Soviet-based Tu-16 Badger bomb¬ 
ers in a phalanx of carpet-bombing. And on 
top of that, covert operations by KGB- 
trained squads of Kabul’s secret police 
(KHAD) were aimed at decapitating the 
guerrilla command before the assault 
opened. The Panjsher was going to be 
“cleaned out” once and for all. 

Like a lot of major military operations 
back by heavy arsenals, it looked great on 
paper. Unfortunately, the mujahideen had 
seen the paper. 

From the beginning of the war, one of the 
resistance’s key strengths has been an intelli¬ 
gence network that reaches into the upper 
echelons of the Afghan Army. Prior jo the 
Panjsher assault, Massoud’s agents got right 
up to Babrak Karmal’s dining table and into 
the files of his chief KGB adviser. Those 
who knew of Massoud’s influence before the 
Soviet invasion were not surprised by such 
high-level penetration. The resistance leader 
had developed tight rapport with anti¬ 
communist Moslem Afghan Army officers 
and the contacts continue to yield a con¬ 
tinuous stream of high-grade intelligence. 

Massoud and his commanders had a de¬ 
tailed picture of the shape of the impending 
blitz at least one month before the Soviets 
struck. They also knew that attempting to 
meet it head-on would be suicide. The 
strategy — as one aide put it — had to be to 
“survive and expand.” An inability to do 
battle with the Soviet juggernaut meant the 
civilian population of the Panjsher would 
have to be evacuated. “If the Soviets had 
attacked with people in the valley, their 
mujahideen would have had to fight to de¬ 
fend them,” explained the aide. “And that 
would have meant very high casualties.” 

With the massive exodus underway, 
Massoud refined his strategy. The Soviet 
sledgehammer would strike an empty val¬ 
ley. The bait luring them to commit was an 
elaborate and surprisingly successful cam¬ 
paign of deception aimed at making the 
Soviets believe the guerrillas were cocky 
enough to stand and fight. As Massoud put 
it: “The thing was to convince the govern¬ 
ment we’d be in the valley from beginning 
to end ... and that we’d fight.” 

Success of the plan hinged on double 
agents operating in the Panjsher. In the 
weeks leading up to the Soviets’ 20 April 
D-day, mujahid authorities in the liberated 
valley moved quietly to round up already- 
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identified KHAD informers, many of them 
teenagers or older men posing as army de¬ 
serters. Those willing to cooperate — 
generally individuals with families in the 
Panjsher — were then turned around and 
instructed to pass back carefully doctored 
information to their Kabul controllers. All 
the misinformation pointed in one direction: 
the mujahideen would fight for the valley as 
they had fought six times before. It wasn’t 
hard for the Soviets to buy given the track 
record of operations in the Panjsher. 

Incredibly, Massoud and his supporters 
were able to begin the evacuation of civil¬ 
ians undetected. During the nights prior to 
the scheduled start of the assault, whole 
villages — with what possessions and ani¬ 
mals they could take—began trudging back 
up the main valley and up into narrow, 
finger-like side-valleys that lead off across 
the mountains to the neighboring valleys of 
Andarab, Khost and Nuristan. Involving an 
estimated population of 100,000, it marked 
the biggest single movement of population 
in a war that had already uprooted millions. 

Massoud’s plan called for some military 
units to remain in the valley where they 
could act as mobile strike force units already 
deployed for pre-emptive assaults to the 
south. From each guerrilla garrison inside 
the valley, a 30-man stay-behind force was 
drawn from local zarbati units. Some civil¬ 
ians remained in the valley to assist in the 
deception. At Anawa (near the Soviets’ sole 
position in the Panjsher) life went on as 
normal. Villagers went about their daily 
chores, and outside the base apparently 
bored mujahideen stopped and inspected 
Soviet trucks as permitted under the cease¬ 
fire accord. 

It appeared business as usual to the 
Soviets until 16 April — four days before 
the assault was scheduled to open — when 
the mujahideen launched their pre-emptive 
strikes. The Shomali area (north of Kabul 
along the highway toward the valley) 
erupted in a wave of diversionary attacks. 
Four key bridges including the strategic 
Mattock bridge across the Ghorband River 
were blown by resistance raiding parties. 
Along the Salang Highway, south of the 
famous tunnel, partisans under Panjsheri 
commanders Pannah and Ghaffur 
ambushed southbound tanker convoys, 
closing the road for two weeks and causing a 
major fuel shortage in the capital. 

In the now-deserted valley the stay- 
behind groups were working flat-out pre¬ 
paring a welcome for the communists. Anti¬ 
tank mines, souped up with local additives 
from unexploded Soviet bombs, were 
planted along the narrow track up the val¬ 
ley. Anti-personnel devices were set along 
village paths. And in houses — under 
tables, behind doors — booby-traps were 
hidden. With the high-explosive welcome 
mat prepared, the mujahideen headed for 
the hills to watch the show. 

It began right on time. Early on the morn¬ 
ing of 20 April and for three successive days 
an estimated 60 Badgers, backed by 
Sukhois, pounded suspected mujahid posi- 



ABOVE: “Hurry up and wait” is a feature of any army, even a guerrilla army. 
Mujahideen relax and talk after fast climb to positions overlooking Kabul-regime fort. 
BELOW: Meals are taken when and where they fit. Here mujahideen break their march 
for tea and food. 
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tions and villages at the lower end of the 
Panjsher. Before the dust had settled, waves 
of Mi-8 Hips and Mi-24 Hind-A transports 
choppered commando and air-assault units 
from the Bagram-based 105th Air Assault 
Division to strategic points along the length 
of the valley. With engineer units still strug¬ 
gling to repair the blown bridges, more 
troops had to be choppered into the Panjsher 
than had been originally planned. Finally 
came the armored advance up the valley 
floor from the bridgehead at Anaw, now 
massively reinforced by regiments from the 
Kunduz-based 201st Motor Rifle Division 
(MRD) and the Bagram-based 360th MRD. 

The assault units met with three surprises 
as they established a presence in the guerril¬ 
la stronghold. First, and most strikingly, the 
valley appeared to be empty. Then, as the 
ground advance gathered momentum, com¬ 
munist troops blundered into a nightmare of 
mines and booby-traps that sent casualties 
soaring. Finally, as large infantry columns 
fanned out up seemingly deserted side- 
valleys, they fell into murderous ambushes 
laid by the stay-behind units. 

According to accounts from guerrilla 
sources, the highest Soviet casualties oc¬ 
curred in the Darrah side-valley, the largest 
valley branching off from the Panjsher that 
itself subdivides into smaller valleys. In one 
ambush near the village of Sakh, the mu¬ 
jahideen claimed to have wiped out a com¬ 
plete column of over 200 men, catching 
them in a hail of automatic fire as they 
advanced up a narrow ravine toward the 
village. “They were taking no precautions 
at all,” one fighter told me. So numerous 
were losses, said the guerrillas, that a rescue 
party was later obliged to float the corpses 
back down to the main valley in the river 
since there is no passable vehicle track. 

By Massoud’s count, between the open¬ 
ing of the offensive and the end of May, 
Soviet and Afghan forces lost more than 
2,500 men KIA and WIA. The mujahideen 
destroyed 500 to 600 vehicles of all types 
(including trucks and tankers) inside and 
outside the valley. A measure of indepen¬ 
dent confirmation came from western diplo¬ 


Dashika and mortar teams wait for their 
cue in Massoud’s orchestrated assault on 
Kabul-regime fort. 

Broken rock can mean good cover from air 
observation and a rare breather for 
mujahideen and journalists crossing the 
Hundu Kush. 



matic sources based in Pakistan, who told 
the press that their sources in Kabul indi¬ 
cated between 5 May and 15 May some 500 
Soviet dead and wounded arrived in the 
capital while others were treated at Bagram 
or flown directly back to the Soviet Union. 

“Soviet losses were caused by two of our 
tactics,” Massoud told me, “anti-personnel 
mines, and mujahid ambushes after the 
Soviets thought they could move freely.” 
The guerrillas, he said, lost 50 men KIA 
during the offensive. 

By the end of May, Soviet and Afghan 
troops were halted and digging in at four 
garrisons upstream from Anawa: Ruka 
(where they had kept a base until the cease¬ 
fire), Bazarak, Bahrak (the Afghan Army 
Operational HQ for the Panjsher), and final¬ 
ly Puzhgur (50 klicks from the valley 


mouth). Beyond, Dasht-i-Rewat lay in 
ruins. It was about this time that the Kabul 
regime began announcing that the resistance 
forces had been defeated and — as Babrak 
Karmal put it in an interview with News¬ 
week ( 11 June 1984) — there was a “return 
of normalcy” to the Panjsher. For good 
measure, the Newsweek correspondent was 
treated to a surprise chopper ride into the 
valley and a chat with some Afghan Army 
brass. The “bandits” had been crushed- 

The public-relations tours were a little 
premature. In the first week of June, Panj- 
sher’s guerrillas, along with Massoud and 
his staff, began filtering back into the devas¬ 
tated valley. And at that point a kind of 
“normalcy” did return. The war was on 
again. 

“The first thing we did was to hold a 
conference of all our commanders,” Mas¬ 
soud later explained. “Especially important 
were those who had remained fighting 
against the Soviets.” The 3 June confer¬ 
ence, held at the village of Sefid Chir, up¬ 
stream from Puzhgur, faced a new situation. 
This had been no routine sweep. It was clear 
the Soviets were determined to maintain a 
presence in the valley that would deny it to 
the resistance. 

The result was a reorganization of a struc¬ 
ture built up over four years of war. Large 
zarbati units previously operating wfthin 
clear-cut areas of the Panjsher were broken 
down into lightly armed formations of 30 
men without fixed bases. Heavy weapons — 
mortars, recoilless rifles and 12.7mm HMGs 
— were buried or hidden in mountain caches 
to be retrieved if and when required. 

That’s when the real battle for the Panj¬ 
sher began. Playing an extended cat-and- 
mouse game with occupation forces, lightly 
armed guerrilla units — often no more than 
three to five men — found themselves pitted 
against Soviet airborne assault troops able 
to launch sudden helibome hops from bases 
on the valley floor up to the heights for 
operations of up to three days. They rarely 
remained overnight but Commandos pur¬ 
sued mujahideen relentlessly across the 
mountains and up narrow side-valleys. The 
guerrillas fought rearguard actions as long 
as the pressure was not too great. When it 
was, they pulled back fast, sometimes 
escaping beyond the Panjsher’s jagged 
mountain ramparts. 

On the valley floor, resistance units 
struck back, raiding outposts, ambushing 
convoys and planting mines. “The fighting 
was going on day and night, the length of 
the valley,” one mujahid later told me. “It 
was hit-and-run with no fixed positions.” 

In August there was a lull before the 
storm that broke on 6 September with Panj¬ 
sher VIII, an offensive aimed at breaking 
the impasse. According to Massoud’s in¬ 
telligence sources, it was preceded by a bout 
of high-level wrangling among Soviet com¬ 
manders, some of whom strongly opposed 
the plan. It went ahead in a pattern broadly 
similar to Panjsher VII: sustained aerial 

Continued on page 127 
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Featuring the latest and most complete 
available from leading arms 


NEW! 

Police Handgun Manual 

How to Get Street Smart Survival Habits 

by Bill Clede 

Hardcover, $11.95, 128 pages 
"A very worthwhile book, with lots of information 
in few pages. Good reading for any officer, or 
civilian, who feels the need, to improve his un¬ 
derstanding of shooting for real and surviving 
the experience.”- Police Marksman 
“The type of book I wish I’d been issued 
when I first picked up the badge.”-Massad 
Ayoob, Lethal Force Institute. 

NEW! 

Beretta Automatic Pistols 
The Collectors & Shooter’s 
Comprehensive Guide 

byJ.B. Wood 

Hardcover, $19.95, 192 pages 
The 1st and only English-language book de¬ 
voted entirely to the world-famous Beretta, in¬ 
ternationally recognized expert J.B. Wood 
traces the history of the Beretta from the model 
1915 through the present. The US military just 
named Beretta its standard sidearm and this 
book appears at a perfect time to answer any 
questions about the origins and technology of 
this popular gun. 

NEW! 

The Springfield 1903 Rifles 

by Lt. Col. William S. Brophy 
Hardcover, $49.95, 617 pages 
The illustrated story of the design, devel¬ 
opment, and production of all the models, 
appendages and accessories of the gun con¬ 
sidered one of the finest military rifles ever 
made. This lifetime work of the rifle’s premier 
authority, is extensively documented with 1500 
rare photos from private collections and will 
stand for all time as the definitive work on the 
1903. 


The Great Rifle Controversy 
Search for the Ultimate infantry Weapon 
from WWII through Vietnam and Beyond 

by Dr. Edward Clinton Ezell 
Hardcover, $29.95, 338pages 
At last, the definitive examination of the devel¬ 
opment of the Ml6! “This book deserves the 
widest pirculation in the small arms commu¬ 
nity-from collectors to designers, from manu¬ 
facturers to end users. Recommended without 
reservation. Absolutely must reading.-Peter 
Kokalis for Soldier of Fortune 

Small Arms Today 

Latest Reports on the World’s Weapons 

and Ammunition 

by Dr. Edward Clinton Ezell 
Paperback $16.95, 256 pages 
“An outstanding reference work for the military 
strategist, intelligence officer, historian, or seri¬ 
ous weapons enthusiast who wants to know 
just who is using what in the way of small arms 
worldwide. Numerous photos accompany the 
text, and some of them pack a real surprise 
punch.”— SWAT Magazine 

Small Arms of the World, 12th 
Edition 

by Dr. Edward Clinton Ezell 
Hardcover $49.95, 896 pages 
If you don’t have this one yet you could save 
with this special offer. 

“I can recommend Ezell’s new magnum opus 
most highly and without hesitation.” 

— Peter Kokalis 

Combat Leaders Field Guide 
9th Edition 

Paperback, $7.95, 272 pages 
A pocket sized companion for the soldier in the 
field that synthesizes the pertinent information 
from dozens of manuals. It can be there when 
you need it. Military and government agencies 
have issued this book to their men for years 
and now it’s available to you for practical field 
application, strategical overview, or informa¬ 
tional reading. 
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M60 

Continued from page 65 


Although it would have been a simple task to 
spring load the actuator cam roller in the same 
manner as on the FN MAG 58, it wasn’t done. 
Thus, the top cover should be closed only after 
the bolt has been retracted to prevent damage to 
the feed arm and/or actuator roller. That’s men¬ 
tioned in training but troops in the field constantly 
slam the top cover down with the bolt forward. It 
would have been much more effective to engineer 
the flaw out of the gun. 

The top cover’s latch-lever assembly is rather 
fragile. While it looks professional to smash 
down the cover with your fist, it should be closed 
by pushing down with one hand and pivoting the 
latch lever back with the other. 

There are four small holes on the left side of the 
receiver just above the trigger group — remnants 
of the old bandoleer holder which was riveted to 
the receiver which accommodated two types of 
large, but sturdy, 100-rd. pouches. One was 
fabricated from rubberized oilcloth, the other of 
canvas with a heavy metal zipper on one side. 
Unfortunately, the pouches were too large to per¬ 
mit the gun to left traverse on the Ml22 tripod. 
Additionally, the four alignment tabs on the hold¬ 
er would all too often catch belts fired without the 
pouch and momentarily shut down the weapon. 
The tabs also broke off with alarming frequency. 

The modified bandoleer holder is attached to 
the feed tray at the place previously occupied by 
two anti-friction rollers, lt will not accept the 
older pouches. They have been replaced by a 
cloth bandoleer into which fits a cardboard box 
containing 100 linked rounds. Two of these ban¬ 
doleers are packed in the standard U.S. .30-cal.- 
size ammo can. A cloth carrying strap is sewn to 
each bandoleer and a web strap is sewn to the top 
of the bandoleer for attachment to the gun — 
difficult to do anytime and next to impossible 
under stress. The flimsy cotton bandoleer itself 
will rot and rip to shreds in just a few days in the 
tropical bush. Yet, M60 belts should never be 
carried “Pancho Villa” style across the chest as 
was the custom in Vietnam and now in El Salva¬ 
dor. The M13 links rust quickly and cartridges 
often slip out of the link’s extractor-groove tab 
resulting in stoppages. Very macho, but very 
stupid. 

To load the M60, place the selector on *F* and 
then retract the bolt. Slide the cocking handle 
forward and set the selector to ‘S’. Raise the top 
cover. Place the ammo belt (links up) on the feed 
tray with the first round in the feed-tray groove. 
Close the cover and move the selector back to 4 F’ 
to fire. 

1 have logged thousands of rounds through 
M60s of every configuration (except the new 
M60E3) — including some “chopped” versions. 
When you can keep the gun in repair, ergonomic 
charactistics are excellent. Coupled with a cyclic 
rate of only 550 rpm and low felt recoil, the basic 
design can be fired comfortably in all positions: 
prone, kneeling, hip assault and standing. 
Whenever possible, the M60 should be fired be¬ 
hind cover and concealment from the prone posi¬ 
tion off the bipod or tripod. The sling should be 
employed with the hip-assault position, which 
should be reserved for the final close with the 
enemy when the gunner is a member of the 
assaulting group. The standing position should be 
used for emergencies only. Gunners must exer¬ 
cise fire discipline and bursts should normally be 
limited to 3 or 4 rounds at 4- to 5-second inter¬ 
vals, with target reacquisition between each burst 
group. The barrel should be changed every 15 
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MILITARY SWEATER 

100% Pure Virgin Wool. 

Shoulder & Elbow Twill reinforcing 
% Patches. Used by the Army Marines, 
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rigorous U.S. and British Military 
specifications. Sizes 34 to 46. 

The Original — Made in England. 
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WP-200 Browntone 

DERBY TWEED New for 1985! 
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look is great for the outdoors and casual wear 
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Registered military style pattern for the adventurous. 
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VRH-5, Navy Blue Boonie 
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VRH-8, Day/Desert Boonie 

BATTLE DRESS UTILITIES 
BRIGADE’S RIPSTOP 
COMBAT CLOTH™ 

Lightweight, rugged, and fully reinforced for the 
toughest conditions. Exclusive 65/35 RipStop 
Poplin. Made to Army patterns for the regular BDU, 
but more comfortable in our all-climate Combat 
Coats: XS(1), S(2), M(3), L(4), XL(5). 

Trousers: XS(1), S(2), M(3), L(4), XL(5) Longs in 
S, M, Lonly. 
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COMMANDO |UMP SHEATH™ 


V-NECK 
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Select for 5", 8", 12" and 18" blades. 
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CJS18( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 18" $13.95 
ALC-150, ALICE Attaching Clips 2 pack $1.25 

WORLDWIDE SURVIVAL TOOL 

The Survival 12" Machete is a perfect choice for all 
Outdoorsmen. Every soldier should own one. Chop, dig, 
skin, cut for survival or around the home. 

MCH312, Survival Machete 1 2" $7.95 ppd. 

COMMANDO WATCHBAND ™ 


Protects and conceals nighttime glow. Unique Velcro® doublelock 
band and crystal cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, and hard 
work. Measure wrist to nearest larger V4" mark for correct size. 

CB21, Camo Watchband $ 5.95 ppd. 

Also available in OD & Black 
Type 8 nylon web Parachute Webbing . 

CB1, Commando Watchband $5.50 ppd. 

Revolutionary design 
is multi-pocketed and 
is worn suspended 
around the neck. 

For ultra high security! Ideal for travelers, hikers, 
military personnel, children, and women. Holds 
currency, coins, keys, passport, travel 
documents, accessories. 

Closed Size: 5 3 /4x7 3 /4". 

Colors: Camo, Olive Drab, Black, Navy, Tan. 

KEP-82, Trek Saf $ 12.95 ppd. 
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As featured on 60 Minutes 
and in Life Magazine 

The exciting, astonishing 
true story of the 
war under Vietnam 


The Tunnels of Cu Chi reveals 
for the first time the intense, 
deadly, almost unbelievable 
campaign waged inside a secret 
200-mile tunnel network, 
between Viet Cong guerrillas 
and special American forces 
known as "Tunnel Rats." 


Authors Tom Mangold and 
John Penycate explored the nar¬ 
row, fetid tunnels—and inter¬ 
viewed survivors on both sides 
—to produce this harrowing 
saga of primitive hand-to-hand 
combat, tremendous bravery, 
and memorable personalities. 


With 16 pages of never-before-seen photos. 

Now at yourbookstore 

RANDOM Sb HOUSE 


minutes. To prevent the enemy from returning 
fire or to establish initial fire superiority, the 
interval between bursts can be shortened to 2-3 
seconds. The barrel should then be changed every 
five minutes. The cyclic rate of fire should be 
employed only to win the fire fight in the final 
moments of the assault. It can be maintained for 
no more than 60 seconds before changing the 
barrel. But, if the shit is really flying, forget about 
changing the barrel and worry about damage due 
to overheating back in the barracks. 

It may seem incredible given what I’ve said so 
far, but the M60’s accuracy potential is high. It 
cannot be faulted in this area. Although the sights 
are deficient, trained operators can expect superior 
hit probability. 

There are a couple of unique feed systems for 
the M60 besides the standard belt. Interestingly, 
they were not designed by Americans. Using the 
old-style feed tray and bandoleer holder, the Aus¬ 
tralians developed two ammunition containers. A 
nylon-coated, aluminum belt box holds 40 rounds 
and can be left mounted on the side of the gun. 
The weapon can be fed by loose belts with the 
assault pack still in place. Holes in the rear of the 
box enable the gunner to see how many rounds 
remain. The box’s lid also serves as a belt-stop 
pawl to retain the exposed rounds on the maga¬ 
zine’s platform. The exposed rounds can be 
clipped to those on an external belt already in the 
feed mechanism. 

A waterproof PVC-coated nylon bandoleer 
was also designed. It holds 50 rounds and several 
can be joined together. These bandoleers are 
packed three to a can and can be re-used by 
feeding the bell from the bandoleer’s mouth or 
tom open along a seam to instantly expose the 
entire belt. 

To disassemble the feed system, raise the cover 
assembly and, using the nose of a bullet, unhook 
the hinge-pin latch from the right side of the 
cover’s hinge pin and pull the latch out from the 
left. Pull the hinge pin out from the right side and 
pull the cover off the receiver. Pull out the torsion 
helical spring and remove the feed tray. For thor¬ 
ough cleaning, depress the feed-arm (called the 
cam) retainer plunger with the tip of the recoil¬ 
spring guide rod and lift the feed-arm assembly 
away from the cover. To remove the feed-lever 
assembly, push the clip away from its pivot post 
and lift the lever, clip and single-coil spring out of 
the cover assembly. No further disassembly is 
required for normal cleaning. Reassemble in the 
reverse sequence but do not snap the single-coil 
spring into the cover cutout until you have placed 
all three lever-assembly components on the pivot 
post. 

That brings us to the M60 trigger mechanism 
and one of the most devilish problems with the 
gun’s design. The trigger mechanism was loosely 
patterned after that of the MG 42. But alterations 
from the original concept have resulted in some 
serious difficulties. The MG 42 trigger mecha¬ 
nism incorporated a unique spring-loaded sear 
trip attached to the top of the trigger. When the 
trigger is pulled, the sear trip descends, allowing 
the front of the sear to rise while the rear end is 
lowered to release the bolt group. When the trig¬ 
ger is released, the sear trip rises up and the rear 
end of the sear is lowered even farther. The sear 
trip now projects into the bolt body’s path of 
travel. The bolt then shoves the sear trip rear¬ 
ward. That frees the front end of the sear and 
permits the sear spring to drive the rear end of the 
sear upward to engage the bolt’s bent. Full-face 
engagement is achieved in one sudden, sharp 
movement as the bolt starts forward after its over¬ 
run. This system reduces wear and chipping of 
the mating surfaces to a minimum. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, the sear-trip mechanism was not used on the 
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M60 and both the sear and the sear notch cut into 
the operating rod can wear quickly. Armorers are 
constantly ordering and installing replacements 
for these parts. 

The pistol-grip trigger housing is covered with 
rubber which provides a comfortable non-slip 
surface at a vital area. The selector has only two 
positions. There is no provision for semiautomat¬ 
ic fire, but with a cyclic rate of only 550 rpm, 
gunners can be easily trained to fire single shots. 
The selector is a rotated cross-pin type. When the 
selector lever is moved up to “F* (fire), a cutout 
in the cross-pin rotates into position under the 
sear extension. When the selector is moved down 
to “S” (safe), an uncut portion of the pin is 
rotated into position to block the sear extension’s 
downward movement. It’s reliable. Early change 
levers were difficult to manipulate and their sur¬ 
face area was increased to afford a larger pur¬ 
chase for the thumb of the firing hand. Unfortu¬ 
nately, they stopped short of other needed im¬ 
provements in the trigger mechanism. 

The trigger-housing group is held to the receiv¬ 
er by a rear holding notch which rests in recess at 
the bottom of the receiver and a front trigger¬ 
housing pin (interchangeable with the sear pin). 
These two pins are retained by a leaf spring on the 
right side. Originally these leaf springs were in¬ 
serted from the bottom, but they fell off too often, 
eventually leaving the gunner without a trigger 
group. As it is most difficult to fire the M60 
without its trigger mechanism, these leaf springs 
were redesigned and they are now inserted from 
the top. It wasn’t enough. 

These leaf springs are troublesome to remove 
when you want to disassemble the gun and they 
are also prone to breakage. To disassemble the 
trigger-housing group, first remove it from the 
receiver by pressing inward on the front of the 
leaf spring and rotate the front end down to clear it 
from the trigger-housing pin. Pull forward to 
disengage it from the sear pin’s notch. Remove 
the trigger-housing pin by pushing it to the left. 
Slide the trigger housing forward and rotate down 
away from the receiver. 

Detailed disassembly of the trigger-housing 
group is as follows. Depress the sear and remove 
the sear pin by pushing it to the left. Remove the 
sear, sear plunger and spring. Remove the trigger 
pin by pulling it from the right. Remove the 
trigger through the top of the trigger housing. 

When replacing the trigger, make certain its 
spring is hooked under the channel surface in the 
housing. Reinsert the trigger pin from the right. 
Drop in the sear-plunger spring and then the sear 
plunger. If you reverse this sequence, the sear- 
plunger spring will be exposed. The gun will fire, 
but very shortly the spring will bend and the sear 
may no longer engage the op rod’s bent resulting 
in a runaway. 

I’ve seen this a number of times including once 
when I had a runaway gun during a demonstration 
of the kneeling position for the Atlacatl Battalion 
gunners. It caused me to fall backward flat on my 
ass. To shut down the gun, grab the belt and twist 
it. That’s not easy from the kneeling position but 
it works. 

You’re heading for the next potential problem 
with reassembly of the M60. You should replace 
the sear with the shoulder up and to the rear. 
Unfortunately, the sear can be reassembled back¬ 
ward which will not permit the bolt to remain 
retracted. Murphy’s Law applies. Remember that 
the sear pin and trigger-housing pin must be rein¬ 
serted from the left side so the leaf spring can be 
properly reinstalled. 

Despite problems such as those I’ve described, 
the M60 has found its way off the ground and into 
the air. A commonly encountered variant is the 
M60D. This version is seen in El Salvador 
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mounted in the doors of the UH-1H helicopters. 
The buttstock has been replaced by spade grips 
with triggers. This is connected to a scar-activator 
assembly (which replaces the normal trigger 
housing) by a steel rod. The selector remains a 
cross-pin type, but it is pushed to the right for 
“safe” and to the left for “fire,” rather than 
rotated. The sear, plunger and spring remain the 
same. A rubber boot protects the rear end of the. 
receiver body. The bipod and carrying handle are 
sometimes removed. An aerial ring sight usually 
replaces the {plding-leaf rear sight. The Salvador¬ 
an Air Force has recently installed some twin 
mounts of indigenous design on the UH-1H to 
increase its Firepower. In my opinion, the M60’s 
cyclic rate is too low for this role. 

All this doesn’t mean the M60 machine gun 
should be scrapped. If America could afford to 
eat such military mistakes, we’d have gotten rid 
of this gun long ago. There is some solution on 
the horizon for our fighting men — and our allies 
— who may carry an M60 into future fights. 
Many of the M60’s more glaring deficiencies 
have been redressed by its latest version — the 
M60E3. 

Designed by George F. Curtis, Maremont’s 
Manager of Advanced Development Engineer¬ 
ing, the Lightweight M60 weighs only 18 lbs. A 
light bipod has been mounted to the receiver. The 
forearm has been redesigned and now ends in a 
pistol grip. Forearm, trigger housing and butt¬ 
stock are now fabricated from high-impact, glass- 
reinforced nylon. There is a heat shield between 
the forearm and barrel. The barrel has been light¬ 
ened (a ISVs-inch assault barrel is also available) 
and incorporates an Ml 6-style flash suppressor. 

The carrying handle has been moved to the 
barrel. The trigger assembly has a winter trigger 
guard for use in arctic environments. The sear has 
a double notch to prevent runaway fire. The 
selector is ambidextrous. The rear sight is avail¬ 
able with an optional peep aperture and the front 
sight is adjustable for both windage and elevation 
zero. The hinged shoulder rest has been removed 
from the butt plate. The feed system can be 
charged with a starter tab-type belt after the top 
cover has been closed. The cam activator roller is 
now spring-loaded — the top can be closed with 
the bolt either forward or retracted. 

Most important of all, the gas system has been 
revamped which means the piston can no longer 
be placed in backward and interlocking cylinder 
nuts eliminate the requirement for safety wire. 
All these improvements are multiplied in value by 
a 60-percent parts commonality with the older 
M60. 

The M60E3 has been adopted by the USMC. 
They have ordered 1,600 units to date. One 
thousand of their old M60s will be shipped to 
Maremont for retrofitting to the new M60E3 
specifications. The Marines plan to retrofit 
another 4,000 older M60s themselves with con¬ 
version kits obtained from Maremont. 

Fifty M60E3s have been purchased by the U.S. 
Navy SEALs and another 300 by the Navy itself. 
The Navy also plans to convert M60s into the 
M60E3 configuration by use of the Maremont 
kits. Various other U.S. government agencies 
have purchased the M60E3. Officials at Ft. Ben- 
ning have fired the M60E3 and Maremont says 
they were impressed — especially when it was 
employed in conjunction with the 7.62X5 Imm 
NATO SLAP round. 

The M60E3 has recently been demonstrated in 
Central America. El Salvador could easily retrofit 
to the M60E3 through their facilities at the Maes- 
tranza (Central Ordnance Depot). 

It’s a nice scramble but it’s a day late and a 
dollar short. The U.S. Army and Marine Corps 
are totally committed to the M249 SAW at the 
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squad level. At 18 lbs., the M60E3 is certainly 
targeted for the squad automatic role. It will never 
make it. 

Now that we have adopted the fine M249 SAW 
and the infantry once more has a true lightweight 
squad weapon, it’s time to reconsider the machine 
gun’s sustained-fire-support role. There are some 
attractive options. 

Maremont has developed a new lightweight 
.50-cal. M2 Browning machine gun that offers a 
quick-change barrel and fixed headspace. The 
venerable M1917AI Browning water-cooled 
medium machine gun, rechambered for the 
7.62X51mm NATO cartridge, is another proven 
alternative. Both have greater merit than our most 
likely course of action: shuffling the M60 upstairs 
to the company or battalion heavy weapons’ sec¬ 
tion. 

The M60’s performance in Vietnam was a dis¬ 
aster of almost major proportions. Those who 
ranted and raved about the MI6’s failings may 
have served their country better by focusing some 
of their rage on this ill-conceived machine gun. 
At least now it’s time for a change and it looks 
like that change is coming. * 

AMITLAN ABAJO 

Continued from page 78 

Alpha Company, First Battalion, Fifth Brigade. 
The lead elements had been busily employed in 
taking Amitlan Abajo at a cost of one killed and 
three wounded. 

It is unpleasant to be a badly wounded soldier 
in this nasty little war, because the country has 
only 10 D-model Hueys for use as Medevac 
slicks. Sometimes they pull double duty as 
gunships. In El Salvador a “gunship” is a Huey 
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with an M60 machine gun mounted in either 
door. 

On the slope of Cerro El Ingles — English 
Mountain — I found A Co. troopers busily clean¬ 
ing their HK G-3 rifles, shiny with age, the bluing 
long since worn away, and plucking chickens for 
dinner. 

One hour and 46 minutes later Alpha Co. came 
under a storm of guerrilla fire — FALs supplied 
by Castro and leftist Nicaragua. 

I quickly learned that this is no comic-opera 
Latin American war, where everyone runs around 
shouting excitedly and firing his rifle into the air. 
This is serious business here. I have not been under 
such heavy, determined fire since Vietnam. 

When the firing started, coming initially from 
the east, I was perched on a stone wall. Being 
familiar with the proper procedures in such a 
situation, I dropped to the wall’s west side and 
groped for my camera. That was fine for a while. 
But then firing burst from the west, as it did from 
the north and south. 

Surrounded. 

The tough little Salvadoran soldiers very pro¬ 
fessionally established a tight perimeter and cool¬ 
ly — almost joyfully — returned fire. FAL 
rounds began chipping away at my stone wall and 
the side of an ancient stone farmhouse which 
adjoined it. They were about 2Vi feet above my 
prone body, which couldn’t get any lower be¬ 
cause of my jacket buttons. 

After about 10 minutes of this, I low-crawled 
over to the perimeter and sidled up to a soldier 
busily cranking with his G-3. He rolled over, in 
the process of dropping one magazine and jam¬ 
ming in another, grinned and said: “Es muy 
bueno , sf, sefior?” 

Muy bueno is not exactly the way I would have 
described the situation, but the soldier recharged 
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his piece and returned to work with a wide grin. I 
sincerely hoped this man wouldn’t get killed, but 
if he did, I intended to pick up his rifle and help 
maintain the thin perimeter. 

Then I saw something I almost couldn’t be¬ 
lieve. A soldier left one position and dashed to 
another for a better field of fire. His weapon was a 
Danish Madsen light machine gun. The gun be¬ 
longs in a war museum, but it turned out to be the 
only LMG Alpha Co. had. 

The guerrillas, who had been firing just a trifle 
high, corrected their aim, and I found myself 
lying in a beaten zone. I let discretion become the 
better part of valor and crawled hastily back to my 
wall and oozed over it. I made for the front porch 
of the farmhouse and noticed a soldier, blazing 
away with his G-3 from a doorway. He paused to 
beckon me inside but I had a job to do — and a 
camera full of film. 

This fire fight had lasted about half an hour and 
showed no signs of decreasing in intensity. 
Forgetting I wasn’t in ’Nam with the Marines or 
the First Cav, I wondered: "Where’s the air and 
the arty?” But air support and artillery fire are 
luxuries the Salvadoran Army can seldom afford. 

Despite being clearly outnumbered, the Alpha 
soldiers were gaining fire superiority. After 45 
minutes, troopers began shouting taunts at their 
enemy: “The guerrillas eat shit. The guerrillas 
make love to their mothers. The guerrillas are all 
queers. Come on in, guerrillas, and fight.” It was 
like something out of Beau Geste. 

And then Alpha Co. decided that the static 
situation was getting them nowhere. Although no 
officer uttered a command, squads began moving 
into the bush. They dashed off in classic small- 
unit tactics: squads in echelon, each man about 
four meters from the other, shouting and firing 
from the hip. 

The guerrillas decided that was too much. Pull¬ 
ing back in good order and maintaining covering 
fire, they retreated to new positions farther up the 
mountain. That made the hill our objective for the 
next day. 

I talked with the Alpha skipper, Capt. David 
Navas, and he told me our opposition at the 
moment was 200 well-armed, well-trained guer¬ 
rilla regulars who had been operating out of the 
area for about a year. They could be joined by 
another 500 irregulars, mostly armed with Maus¬ 
er 98 rifles, some Ml 6s courtesy of Vietnam, and 
12-gauge shotguns. Navas mustered 150 men. 

His soldiers began sweeping the area and dis¬ 
covered why the guerrillas yielded it so reluctant¬ 
ly. The farm building had been a combination 
base hospital and guerrilla battalion headquar¬ 
ters. They confiscated a ton of medical supplies. 
Much of it was labeled: “Not to be sold. For 
charitable purposes only.” 

Capt. Navas mentioned that I was one of the 
first gringo war correspondents ever to visit A 
Co. I asked him how he felt about us. He replied: 
“I think you are very brave—and very foolish — 
because it is dangerous out here. But my soldiers 
and I very much appreciate your coming here to 
tell our story to the people in your country.” 

Miraculously, A Co. suffered no casualties in 
this fire fight, although uniforms were pierced by 
bullets and one man took an FAL round smack 
through the top of his steel pot. Our estimate of 
guerrilla casualties — based on fresh graves and 
blood trails — was 20 to 25 enemy killed or 
wounded. As in Vietnam, the guerrillas carry 
away their dead or bury them on the spot. 

At 2100 Capt. Navas decreed that it was time 
for sleep. We reclined either on stretchers or thin 
blankets the troops carried. An hour later, the 
guerrillas launched their first night probe. After 
firing a few shots, they decided a particular part 
of the line could not be penetrated and retreated. 
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They probed about once an hour after that while 
the off-duty troopers ignored the noise. 

Reveille came with the first pale light of false 
dawn. Soon the search-and-clear mission re¬ 
sumed. Alpha’s next score was a munitions fac¬ 
tory with some 40 homemade Claymores in it. 
The material for making more included some 200 
pounds of ammonium nitrate. They also took 
some guerrilla weapons including a FAL, a 
Mauser 98, a couple of U.S. Ml carbines, a 
Webley .38, a Japanese Nambu pistol — God 
knows where they got that — and a brand-new 
Savage 12-gauge pump-action riot gun. 

The entire village was honeycombed with tun¬ 
nels and deep underground bomb shelters. 
Obviously the guerrillas had had a long time to 
work on it, and they knew exactly what they were 
doing. 

Then a fierce fire fight erupted about two or 
three klicks away from the command group. 
Capt. Navas monitored the radio and discovered 
that a relief column, dispatched to help his outfit 
with the larger guerrilla force, ran into an ambush 
and was not likely to reach us soon. 

In one of those battlefield ironies, the situation 
actually helped maintain contact. As the guerril¬ 
las pulled away gradually from the ambush site, 
they ran square into Alpha’s patrols. The com¬ 
pany inadvertently became a blocking force and 
fought through some short, sharp clashes around 
the village. 

During one of them, Alpha suffered the first 
casualty of the day: Private Ricardo. His squad, 
searching for the enemy, stumbled into an 
ambush and Pvt. Ricardo took an FAL round 
right through the belly, holed from right to left. 

Salvadoran Army medics do not have mor¬ 
phine. The Army can’t afford the luxury when it 
scrimps to buy ammo. Pvt. Ricardo suffered with 
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It's a double-action 9mm pistol that's nothing short of a masterpiece. It's 
everything you'll ever want in a handgun. It's all you'll ever need. 

Ibwer and capacity The semi-automatic GB unleashes 19 rounds of 
devastating firepower on command. 

Speed and accuracy With gas-delayed blcwback action, 
you get minimum recoil for maximum accuracy—even 
rapid fire. And a self-illuminating, three-dot 
sighting plane brings your target in line—even 
during poor lighting conditions. 

Quick handling and safety When timing is 
critical; the GB can be field stripped in less 
than 10 seconds. A passive firing pin and 
hammer block safety keeps the 
weapon safe until the trigger is 
actually pulled. This system greatly 
reduces the possibility of accidental 
discharge if the pistol is dropped. 

For more than 130 years, Steyr has com¬ 
bined Austrian craftsmanship and innovation 
to develop such benchmarks as the famous 
Mannlicher rifle and the world's first automatic 
pistol. 

That same tradition of excellence is bred into 
the Steyr GB. It's the ultimate handgun. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 

Overall length. . 8%" 

Overall height... 5W 

Overall width. . 1*4" 
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Weight (unloaded).39 oz. 

Weight (loaded).51 oz. 
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only some intravenous Valium to fight the pain of 
his gut wound. His only complaint was an occa¬ 
sional low moan. 

It took six hours for the one available Huey 
slick in San Vicente Province to get to us, and 
Pvt. Ricardo faced a long ride to the hospital. I 
didn’t think he would make it but he did. 

In the farmhouse courtyard a guerrilla sniper 
on a hill about 100 meters away elected to make 
me his target. He put two rounds about a fcoS 
away from my head. Close, but no cigar. 

When I heard the chop of rotor blades I decided 
to leave while I could still write a story. Flying 
with the Medevac from Amitlan Abajo to San 
Vicente and observing the beautiful, lush-green 
countryside below, several thoughts passed ' 
through my mind. 

In my two years of working for SOF, I had 
been looking for a real shooting war with little 
success. I hadn’t really found it in the Caprivi 
Strip of South West Africa, nor in Rhodesia, nor 
in covering the western front on Korea’s DMZ. 

But I sure as hell found it in El Salvador. I was 
very happy to be alive. Thanks, Alpha Company, 
First Battalion, Fifth Brigade, for your indomita¬ 
ble courage. If you weren’t such dedicated sol¬ 
diers, I wouldn’t be sitting here writing this 
story. ^ 
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told me. “Now the subversives are going to 
escape to Honduras. The GOE is going to go 
north to cut them off.” 

The rest of Cobra Battalion would head south. 
If SOG stepped in the shit, there would be no 
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quick reinforcement. Chan’s men took the 
assignment stoically. “They want to see if we 
have balls,” said a SOG rifleman. 

At that point, I was sure about everyone but 
myself. After humping about three klicks we 
climbed a small hill and stumbled into another 
abandoned guerrilla camp. This one was large 
and sophisticated with zigzag trenchlines circling 
the military crest of the hill. Given the bunkers 
and tunnels, the position was probably home for 
at least 150 Gs. Chan collared a local villager who 
told him the Gs had left in a hurry headed for an 
area along the border which he pointed to on the 
map. 

We tried to call an arty mission but Cobra 
Battalion refused to clear it because some of the 
rounds might have landed inside Honduras. Chan 
grumped about politics and ordered us to dig in 
around the guerrilla camp for the night. 

On the morning of 14 March we began to hit 
strings of abandoned guerrilla camps. 1 was par¬ 
ticularly amused at some of the personal stuff 
they’d left behind when they headed for Hon¬ 
duras. We found a love letter and passed it 
around. 

“Dearest Mersedes: I always think of you.” It 
was full of misspellings and featured a drawing of 
a stick man screwing a stick woman at the bottom 
of the page. 

Pushing on through positions large enough to 
hold as many as 700 troops, we torched aban¬ 
doned huts and searched for arms caches. Chan 
spotted a hole and crawled in to have a look. In a 
split second, he was back on the surface shaking 
his head and bitching. 

“There’s a stinking corpse in there. I got stuck 

Continued on page 123 
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night. During daylight the average shooter can raise the rifle, aim and fire 
within two seconds At night it's just as fast, but unlike iron sights at night, 
the O.E.G. is deadly accurate. 
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41.22 D/N Includes dovetail mount to fit .22‘sand airguns. Has 16mm eyepiece 
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43 AR -15 Includesjseethrough mount Fastens to Colt AR 15 or M16 with 
one nut .... 159.95 

42 Mini-14 Ruger Mini 14 allows use of original iron sights.159.95 

42 H & K Includes see-through claw type mount activated by socket head 
screws, fits models 91, 93. 94. G-3, MP-5. etc. .. 189.95 

#1 UZI 9mm model A. B, or full auto SMG. This see-through model will clamp 
to bolt cover and does not interfere with the operation of 
cocking handle...... ........ 189.95 

41REM. Models 1100 and 870, 12 gauge shotguns. Needs four holes drilled 
and tapped in the thicker part of the receiver away from the center 
groove .. 174.95 
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20rd Fed. Ord., Blue Magazine...$9.90 

20rd Fed. Ord., Nickel Magazine... $13.00 

20rd Ruger Magazine... .. $19.50 

30rd Ruger Magazine.. $34.95 

30rd Fed. Ord., Blue Magazine...$12.75 

30rd Fed. Ord., Nickel Magazine.... . $15.00 

40rd Fed. Ord., Blue Magazine.. $22.00 

40rd Fed. Ord., Nickel Magazine..$25.00 
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$45.00 
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7118 RAMLINE 30RD. MAG.(BLACK)..9.95 

7119 RAMLINE 30RD. MAG.(CLEAR).10.95 

7120 EXTENDED MAGAZINE RELEASE..4.95 

7109 50RD. MITCHELL DRUM.29.95 


7106 30RD. ALL STEEL MAG.W/ADAPTER.20.00 
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11203C CAMO CASE FOR BIPOD. 5.00 

11203B BLACK CASE FOR BIPOD. 5.00 
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Peter G. Kokalis 
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Peder Lund 


Alexander M.S. McColl 


Jim Morris 


Peter G. Kokalis 

SOF’s military small arms editor served in the 
U.S. Army with the technical intelligence 
branch. Writer and consultant to foreign govern¬ 
ments on military automatic weapons. Automatic 
weapons trainer and armorer in Central America. 

Jack Thompson 

USMC in Vietnam, diplomatic bodyguard, enlisted 
soldier and ranch security adviser in Africa. Served 
in Rhodesia with Special Air Service and Selous 
Scouts. Personal Safety Inc. instructor, cham¬ 
pionship IPSC competitor, private security adviser 
in Central America. 

Peder Lund 

Publisher of Paladin Press. Served in Vietnam for 
one year as company commander in 9th Infantry 
Division and as Special Forces A team CO. 

Col. Alexander M.S. McColl (USAR) 

SOF’s military affairs editor and director of Special 
Projects. Eleven years active duty, including Special 
Forces and two tours in Vietnam. Graduate of the 
Army War College and Han/ard Law School. 

Jim Morris 

Special Forces, Vietnam. Bronze Star, Purple 
Heart, the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry, Com¬ 
bat Infantryman’s Badge and Master Parachutist 
Badge. Author of War Story. 

Craig Nunn 

Soldier of Fortune art director, U.S. Army 12th 
Special Forces group, airborne, SCUBA qual¬ 
ified. Rhodesian fire fight veteran and military 
jumps in Guatemala and El Salvador. 

John Padgett 

Certified physician's assistant. Special Forces medic 
in Vietnam and Thailand. Service with rural health 
clinics in Nicaragua, Micronesia and Alaska. 

Dr. John Peters 

SOF’s paramedic operations editor and medical 
director of Parachute Medical Rescue Service. 
Instructor in combat and survival medicine, and 
expert in disaster-relief medicine. Medical mis¬ 
sions in Central America, Afghanistan and Peru. 

Tom Reisingcr 

President. Refugee Relief International, Inc., 
Director, Parachute Medical Rescue Service, 
Special Forces medic, Vietnam. SOF medical 
missions in Laos, Afghanistan, Central America. 

Fred Zabitoski 

Medal of Honor for heroism in Vietnam and 
numerous other personal decorations. Former 
SOG team leader, Special Forces. Testified be¬ 
fore the United States Mission to the United Na¬ 
tions at the POW/M1A petition presentation. 
Liberty City project director and military trainer 
in Southeast Asia. * 
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in its feet.” The troops dug around to find a 
shallow grave containing several decomposing 
corpses. There were no weapons but we had 
clearly hurt a few before they escaped. 

We passed the info to Cobra command and 
received orders to sweep 14 klicks south to the 
town of Dulce Nombre de Maria. When we 
reached the ville, we could begin the return leg of 
the op. 

Around 1100 we reached the village of El 
Comun. There had been some heavy fighting 
here. Most of the buildings were destroyed and 
the surrounding hills were still smoking. They 
were also still crawling with Gs. 

Incoming blew into our patrol formation from a 
hillside about 250 meters from the village. This 
was beginning to get old. While we dodged small 
arms to reach cover, they added M79 fire to the 
ambush. A half-dozen rounds smacked into the 
bush around us but we managed to get our heads 
up enough to return fire. 

Our blooper-man began cranking and 
Panameho kept his M60 barrel hot firing short 
bursts into the bush. We traded lead for about 30 
minutes with no visible effect on either side be¬ 
fore the Gs decided they’d made their point and 
disengaged. We didn’t know it then but the last 
shot of Colonel Ochoa’s Operation Cobra had 
been fired. 

Three hours later we arrived at Dulce Nombre 
de Maria, sweaty and exhausted. We rode a 4th 
Brigade truck back to the garrison in El Parafso. 
SOG had been the first unit out and the last to 
return. 

Operation Cobra was a smashing success. 
“Chan’s Special Operations Group was a key 
factor in our triumph,” said a smiling Colonel 
Carranza. I was delighted Soldier of Fortune 
could take some small credit in Operation Cobra. 
And I was delighted that it was over for a while. 

Colonel Ochoa now had the elbow-room in the 
4th Brigade AO to concentrate on hearts and 
minds. LaTroncal Highway, an important artery 
for trade with Honduras that had been blocked by 
guerrilla activity since 1981, was now secure. 
That would help the 43-year-old officer do some¬ 
thing tangible about the poverty of the country 
people and hinder the guerrilla-recruiting 
potential. * 

MORE THAN THE 
BEAR BARGAINED FOR 

Continued from page 102 

countless mud huts the mujahideen use as “safe 
houses” throughout Afghanistan. After a skimpy 
meal of rice, tea and bread we settled on the floor 
to sleep. In the distance the firing continued. 
Artillery had taken over from Soviet air. Ivan was 
going all out for something. I wondered if he was 
successful. 

Around 0700 the pounding started again. We 
moved off and as we covered the desert valleys 
and rocky hills l kept thinking that MiGs and 
choppers make for a hell of a one-sided battle. 
Still the mujahideen seemed to be holding their 
own in the jihad — the Afghan holy war. 

The jihad is a confusing mixture of historical 
and current Afghan problems. The war’s general 
purpose — both tribal and political factions in 
Pakistan agree — is to rid Afghanistan of Rus¬ 
sians. But each resistance group seems to be 
going in a different direction and Western observ¬ 
ers are left confused and frustrated. 

Even without a holy war against the Soviets, 
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DeSANTIS HOLSTERS 
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DeSantis manufactures a complete line of holsters 
and accessories, creatively designed to fill the 
specific needs of gun enthusiasts and law 
enforcement personnel. Available at your favorite 
Firearms or Sporting Goods Store. Mail $2 for full 
color catalog or request Free black and white 
catalog. Dealer inquiries invited. 


Dept. SF-508 • 149 Denton Avenue • New Hyde Park, NY 11040 • 516-354-8000 
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the Afghans would be happy to fight them on a 
hit-or-miss basis because it is good sport. The 
basis for fighting is centuries old, not a sudden 
outpouring of national pride. Seeds of this jihad 
were first spread a decade ago when many of 
today’s political leaders in the mujahideen began 
to denounce the communists then active in 
Afghanistan. Since many of them were also spir¬ 
itual leaders they were able to whip up an anti¬ 
communist fever among the people shortly after 
the coup which led to the first communist regime. 
That led to the first phase of the present Afghan 
war. 

Another important point to understand about 
the Afghan war is that there is no death for the 
mujahideen in battle. Because they have become 
mujahideen, holy warriors, they have already had 
their Islamic last rites and believe they are dead. 
When they do die in battle they are accepted in 
heaven by Mohammed. They become shaheed 
and live forever and their graves become shrines. 

The spiritual leaders point out that the Russians 
cannot defeat the mujahideen, because for every 
one who is killed in battle, 10 more will rise in his 
place. It sounds crazy to Westerners until they see 
the fever pitch of Afghans leaving Pakistan’s 
tribal areas for Afghanistan, and listen to the tales 
of glory when mujahideen are killed. New re¬ 
cruits swarm from refugee camps around Pesha¬ 
war to join the resistance when they hear such 
tales. 

Because Afghan people have spent generations 
fighting in holy wars, local brush wars and 
national wars, each family, each generation, has 
its own history of glory. The present jihad, for 
many of the Afghan men, is a chance to expand 
that glory. By appealing to their religious devo¬ 
tion, their sense of injustice over the destruction 
of mosques, the murder of women and children, 
the bombing of villages, the groups in Peshawar 
have a bottomless well of manpower. Their only 
real shortage is weapons. 

To most of us who love a good fight and are 
willing to jump at nearly any chance to get in a 
few licks on Ivan, Afghanistan would appear to 
be the place to do it — until the holy war begins to 
come into focus. There are not a lot of meres 
around who want to get mixed up in a war where 
last rites are handed out before the battle. 

As the war continues, Ivan will tighten his hold 
on most of the major roads in Afghanistan and 
force the mujahideen further back into the moun¬ 
tains. It won’t make much difference. There is no 
end to a holy war. It will, most likely, become a 
PLO-type operation in the next few months un¬ 
less Western aid begins to filter into the mujahi¬ 
deen camps. Even with the lack of arms, Afghans 
can keep the Russians from controlling the rug¬ 
ged desert or the lush pine forests of the moun¬ 
tains. Nothing short of a Berlin-type wall is going 
to seal the border with Pakistan and Iran. 

One of my guides on my trip through Paktia 
Province explained the Jihad and the differences 
between the resistance groups. “First, we kill the 
Russians in the holy war— then we start the real 
war to find our own government.” 

It is going to be a very long war for Ivan and the 
Afghan people. There was plenty of time to dwell 
on that as we panted up the rugged, rocky slopes 
of this area. My legs felt like lumps of lead. 
Below, the valley stretched out in an endless sea 
of brown. A narrow ribbon of blue water and 
green vegetation along the river’s edge were the 
only signs of life in the Afghan desert. I looked 
around at the lush pine forest we had climbed to 
and the half-dozen smiling Afghan mujahideen 
who seemed unaffected by the past four hours of 
climbing. 

“Shit!” I said, when my breathing had finally 
slowed enough so I could talk. “How in the hell 
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SHERWOOD...PRODUCTS 
RIGHT ON TARGET 



Sherwood’s 

own 

waterproof, 
black nylon 
mini duffle 


10-1/4" x 5-3/4" 


Yours FREE Z 
with any ■ 
order | 
over $75. | 
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UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 

For the Outdoorsman 


S16.95 


□ U.S. AIR FORCE FISHING 
SURVIVAL KIT W x 2Va“ x 1" 

FSN 7810-558-2685 for fresh or salt water fish¬ 
ing, Includes: Instruction booklet, watertight 
plastic case, B assorted flies. 2 treble hooks, 
straight shank hook, assorted leader packed. 

18 & 63 lb. nylon lines, assorted hooks, nee¬ 
dles. 8 —size 3 safety pins, 6 assorted spin¬ 
ners, baby copper, large chrome and red & 
white spoons, 

□ COMBAT/CONCEALMENT HOLSTER - J14.95 
DON HUME MODEL II - SAVE $10.00 - 
Fits all .45 autos & Browning Hi-Powers, all 
leather Specify left or Rt. hand 

□ I LEATHER MILITARY SLINGS $15.95 ea 

Solid brass fittings, pre-oiled finish, saddle 
leather, fits: M-l Garand. MI4 (MIA), U.S. 

M19I7 Enfield. Springfield OA & A3, 

Johnson Semi-Auto, Win 97, Win M-l2 

□ LSA WEAPONS OIL, CASE SPECIAL $29.99 
Of 24 - 40Z. BOTTLES - SAVE S19.00 

□ CHAPMAN GUN SCREWDRIVER KIT $19.95 

~> Made of chrome nickel 
molybdenum alloy 
steel. 2 phillips bits, 
handle, ratchet and alien 
hex 12 interchangeable 
bits w/parallel sides, 

| adapter. 
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□ M191I/A1 .45 AUTO. FIELD $24.95 

MAINTENANCE KIT 

Genuine G.l. carrying case 6 Vj"x 214"con¬ 
tains eight parts most commonly needed to 
keep your .45 shooting. Firing pin. extractor, 
magazine, firing pin spring, ejector, sear spring, 
recoil spring & combo tool. Moisture resistant 
packaged & attaches to web gear. 

□ M16/AR15 SURVIVAL EMERGENCY KIT $45.95 
This kit comes packaged same as above & in¬ 
cludes an extractor, extractor spring, extractor 



□ RUGER 10/22 50 Rd. magazine- 

□ TAN LEATHER CARRYING CASE 



□ U.S. M7 LEATHER 45 AUTCT ^ $19.95 

SHOULDER HOLSTER FSN 1095-973-2353 
Black color — Rt. hand only, also fits Browning 
Hi-Power and S&W M-39. Brand new. Orig. G.l. 

CLIPS, MAGAZINES & POUCHES 

ALL ITEMS BRAND NEW 

□ NEW G.l. .45 $6.95 ea, 

AUTO MAGS $60.00/10 

□ NEW G.l. CARBINE MAGAZINE POUCH 

w/4-30 SHOT MAGS $19.95 

□ AR15/M 16 30 RD 3- MAGAZINE POUCH $6.95 

□ AR15/MI6 POUCH W/3-30 $23.95 

ROUND MAG. 

□ RUGER MINI 14 30 RD. $12.95 

MAGAZINE. BLUE 

□ RUGER MINI 14 POUCH W/3-30 RD. $39.95 
MAGS.. BLUE 

□ FN FAL .30B $19.95 ea., $35.00/2 

20 RD. MAG. 

□ (2) FN FAL MAGS. W/USED POUCH $35.00 

□ BROWNING HI-POWER $11.00 ea, $19.95/2 
9MM 13 RD. MAGAZINE, STAINLESS STEEL 

BINOCULARS 

□ STEINER BINOCULARS, 6X30G $159.95 

Performs brilliantly, extremely compact for nature 
and sports. Outstanding stereo optic effect. 
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pin. ejector, ejector spring, ejector pin, 
rings (3 eachj, firing pin, firing pin ret. pm)\S^ 
disconnect, disconnect spring, trigger pm, G.l 
carrying case. Buy nowand save $10 00 

□ M-I6/A1 NOW 199.00 

UPPER RECEIVER - J 

Complete with forward assist plunger assem¬ 
bly (latest tear drop type) installs on any AR15 
sporter. without machimng Original colt, be¬ 
ware of imitations! 

□ MI6/A1 MAINTENANCE KIT $10.95 

All materials brand new G.l. issue. Includes: 
new carrying case, tooth brush, bottle LSA oil, 
bore cleaner, cleaning rod. bore brush and 
chamber brush. 

□ M-I6/A2 TYPE ROUND ASSAULT $24.95 

HANDGUARDS for ARJ5 
Similar to CARI5/shorty grips. These are 
round, ribbed and won't crack, chip or scratch 
like original beavertail types. Come complete 
with heat shields and instructions. Lifetime 
Guaranty From MFR. 


□ 7x35G Military/Marine 179.95 

□ 8x30G Military/Martne 139.95 

□ 7x50G Military/Marine 239,95 

□ 10x50G Military/Marine 239.95 

□ 10x50 Commander with Compass 479.95 

STEINER 4x24 NATO RIFLE SCOPE 

□ Nato Post Mount, complete with carrying case 

and lens covers $399.95 

□ HK Rail Mount for NATO Scopes 149.95 

□ M-16 Post Mount 37.95 

□ Steiner Scope and HK Mount 539.95 

□ Steiner Scope and M-16 Mount 424.95 

SCOPES & MOUNTS 

□ AIMPOINT ELECTRONIC SIGHT MKIII $159.00 
Includes 2 polarizing filters and variable in¬ 
tensity aiming point. No magnification, paral- 
lex-free. Just point & pull. Call about mounts. 
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□ COMPLETE ALICE PACK & FRAME $109.95 
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shoulder straps, quick release 
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□ MECHANICS TOOL BAG 
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padded shoulder straps & quick release 
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□ LC-1 NYLON COMBAT HARNESS NOW $26.96 
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Outfit consists of O.D. green suspenders, 
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All original G.l. issue 
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REPLICA SUBMACHINE GUNS 

that look and act real 


Full size, realistic models of the world’s finest submachine guns. Tough 
ABS plastic and zinc alloy construction. These model submachine guns 
don’t just look real — they are functional! 



This model fires a reusable blank cartridge. A power cap 
placed in each round has sufficient energy to cycle the 
action. Fired cases are automatically ejected. Full auto 
cyclic rate is about 1200 rpm. {Note: this model cannot be 
modified to fire real ammunition.) 

Price: $126.00 

Also available: 

UZI (all metal): $165.00 

Caps (per 100): $ 4.00 

This model of the submachine gun used by the West Ger¬ 
man GSG-9 counter-terrorist unit is a spring piston airgun. 
Pellets are inserted into plastic 9 mm cartridges. These 
dummy cartridges are fed from a 12 round magazine. When 
the airgun is fired the pellet travels over 50 feet, and the 
empty case is automatically ejected. The MP5K must be 
manually cocked to fire each cartridge. 

Price: $78.00 

Also available: 

MINI-UZI: $87.00 


An information packet containing several 8 by 10 inch photographs and technical data is available for $3.00 
(refunded with order). A brochure illustrating every submachine gun model is available by sending a business size, 
self-addressed, stamped envelope. 


CLASS 3 AIRGUNS 

2000 CENTER STREET, SUITE 1239, BERKELEY CALIFORNIA 94704 
(415) 652-0144 

Send name, address, list of model submachine guns ordered, and money order or cashiers check to 
TO cover cost of order items and shipping and insurance. C.O.D. orders accepted with a $10 per gun 

ORDER: deposit (not refundable if order is not accepted by buyer); a $3 C.O.D. fee will be added to the order. 

And $5 for the first gun, $3 for each additional gun to cover shipping & insurance. Calif, residents, add 
6.5% sales fax. These are non-guns so an FFL is not required to order. 



NIGHT VISION SIGHT 


AN/PVS-3 Hyper-Mini 


FEATURES 


$1,595.00 (Plus $15.00 UPS) 


EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 


Range 300 to 400 Meters 
Automatic brightness control 
Focus - 4Ft. to infinity 
Weight - 3 Lbs. complete 
(smallest of the military scopes) 
18mm Image Intensifier 
Excellent Condition 


SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 


• Night Vision Sight 

• Daylight Filter 

• Combat Eye Guard 

• AR15/M16& M14/M1A 
Adapt. Bracket 

• Manual 

• Battery 

• Carrying Case 


P.O. box 266, Emmaus, Pa. 18049 
(215) 967-3443 


Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $3.00 for our illustrated catalog 


do those guys do it? They can’t be human.” 

For 10 days I had been walking through Af¬ 
ghanistan with the mujahideen and had decided 
they were among the world’s best — although 
weirdest — fighting men. At times they live off 
little more than dry bread and tea. They wear 
nothing more than old worn-out sandals, whether 
climbing mountains or walking through the des¬ 
ert, and don’t give a damn about how far it is to 
the next water hole or if they will get a decent 
meal. Since one of my assignments for SOF had 
been to find out how the individual mujahideen 
lived so we could present readers with a profile of 
these famous warriors, 1 observed them closely 
on our trek. One of the most interesting aspects 
I found while with the mujahideen was their abil¬ 
ity to withstand the demanding nomadic life re¬ 
quired by combat in this unforgiving land. They 
do not carry rations or canteens. They get their 
water where they find it and meals are often little 
more than a little rice, nan — their dry wheat 
bread, a staple in the Mideast — and tea. 
Although they offer to pay for every meal, most 
are given freely by the mountain people to sup¬ 
port the holy war. 

A full day’s march for the mujahideen begins 
before dawn. As soon as the morning’s prayers 
are over, they drink a few cups of tea, tear off a 
few hunks of bread, then gather together their 
weapons and what little equipment might be car¬ 
ried on camels or donkeys. Then they go and go 
hard. 

Each man carries his own weapon — anything 
from a World War II Russian pistol to a modem 
AK-74 captured in recent fighting. Their range of 
weapons includes shotguns, ancient Chinese 
machine guns and Enfields. 

The most ammunition 1 found carried by a sin¬ 
gle man was 50 rounds. One 20-year-old carried a 
Colt .38 Gold Cup National Match pistol and wore 
his rounds in a bandoleer across his chest. Most 
Afghans have from 20 to 30 rounds at any one 
time. Misfires are saved and put back in the belt to 
have new primers put in them. Their other stan¬ 
dard weapon is an Afghan dagger, a wicked¬ 
looking knife with a T-shaped blade and camel- 
bone handle that is curled at the end. 

One mujahideen irony is their childlike love for 
bright colors and flowers. All weapons are deco¬ 
rated with colorful beads and leather strips over 
the stocks and barrels. When walking past a field 
of flowers, they cannot resist stopping to pick a 
few to stuff in their weapons, hats or clothing. 
Their ferocity and gentleness are a paradox. A 
family whose donkey had sprained a leg was 
struggling with the animal’s load when our group 
walked past. The mujahideen picked up the fami¬ 
ly’s load and carried it down to the river. They 
waited for the man and his wife to bring the 
limping animal along before leaving. 

Before going into Afghanistan I heard tales of 
the man-killing pace of the mujahideen. I discov¬ 
ered their ‘‘killer pace” would be a crawl to 
military types who think of cross-country travel 
as a route step or march. The mujahideen take 
small, slow steps in an unchanging rhythm both 
up and down hills. Where most of us tend to pick 
up our pace as we go down a trail, the Afghans 
maintain the same pace, the same distance with 
each step to conserve energy and moisture in the 
blazing desert sun. Until I learned to match my 
steps to theirs I was always either way behind or 
way in front of the group. Once I figured out what 
they were doing, 1 was able to stay with them and 
live off the meager rations as well as they did. 

I found the mujahideen more interesting and 
determined than any other fighting men I’ve spent 
time with in the field. In their simple, unassuming 
way, with their determination to throw the Rus¬ 
sians out, the mujahideen are capturing the 
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world’s attention and holding the Russian bear at 
bay. It might not be a bad idea to send a few of our 
own NCOs and officers over to take lessons From 
them.^ 


HARD-PRESSED 

MASSOUD 

Continued from page 107 

bombardment of suspected guerrilla hideouts and 
widespread use of helibome assault troops. But 
on this occasion initial efforts focused on sealing 
mujahideen escape routes by landing troops in 
valleys surrounding the Panjsher. Then airborne 
units struck inside the valley with brigade-sized 
landings at Dasht-i-Rewat, Sefid Chir and Darrah 
that triggered 10 days of intense fighting. 

The guerrillas quickly realized they were not 
dealing with run-of-the-mill, dope-smoking con¬ 
script material. According to Western sources, 
Soviet airborne assault units practiced using full- 
scale mock-ups of Afghan villages built in the 
mountains of Uzbekistan for realistic training. 
And the men that were choppered into the Panj¬ 
sher in September had clearly been through a few 
courses. “In the first few days they had far better 
morale than soldiers we’d been used to,’’ con¬ 
ceded Massoud, “and they were using new and 
better tactics.’’ 

That meant a readiness to move at night and 
employ guerrilla tricks against the guerrillas. One 
favorite ploy was feigning retreat and leaving 
behind small ambush parties. Another was to 
move into a village before dark and, in typical 
Soviet style, put on all the lights. Then under 
cover of darkness the commandos would exfil- 
trate leaving the guerrillas to attack a brightly lit 
but empty village. 

The Soviets were clearly learning the nuts and 
bolts of the game. But it was the bigger miscal¬ 
culations that cost them lives. Most disastrous in 
the eighth offensive was the presumption that 
most of the action would take place high above 
the valley floor. In fact, most heavy engagements 
occurred in the villages down by the river. Large- 
scale, bloody ambushes of Soviet troops erupted 
in Sefid Chir and Khenj villages. In Khenj, 
according to the mujahid commanders, the 
Soviets took casualties amounting to more than 
500 men, with helicopters landing on the valley 
floor coming under heavy HMG and recoilless- 
rifle fire from guerrilla positions on the mountain 
sides. The mujahideen took total casualties of 13 
KIA and an unspecified number of wounded, 
according to Massoud. 

The Soviets got the worst of the battle for the 
Panjsher. Casualties ran high, relatively little 
damage was inflicted, and as I saw, the Soviets 
still do not control the valley. Neither the Soviets 
nor Kabul-regime troops attempted another major 
invasion in 1984, and it seems the bloody and 
innovative mujahid defense taught the Soviets 
lessons they will not soon forget. ^ 


VIETNAM RELICS 

Continued from page 52 

worked wonders with REMFs of all varieties was 
the infamous “VC Death Squad Assassin’s 
Knife.’’ During our search-and-destroy sojourns 
in the bush, we made a point of liberating every 
homemade rice knife we could find in a farmer’s 
hootch. These simple, innocuous farm tools were 
brought to the rear where we painted a red star on 
the handle and brushed the crud off the blade. 
One or two were always hidden under the seat of 



By David Atlee Phillips, a 25-vear CIA veteran and 
founder of the Association of Former Intelligence 
Officers. Job descriptions and application tips and 
more. Phillips knows his stuff and tells you how 
to become a secret operative. Chapters on 
undercover operations, hazards of the trade, 
agent handling, opportunities for those without 
college degrees, and the agent’s jargon. In spy lingo, this 
book shows you how to “put in the plumbing” for an exciting and 
rewarding intelligence career. 

$8,95 prepaid: STONE TRAIL PRESS, Box 34320, Bethesda, MD 20817 


Careers in Secret Operations 

Finding employment with CIA, FBI, DEA, the 
Secret Service, National Security Agency, and 
all services involved in clandestine operations 
A “must” book, says ex-CLA Director 
Richard Helms. 
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Box 42, Old Rt. 22 
Shartiesville. PA 19554-0042 


AUGUST 85 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 127 













SOF Readers: Subscribe to 
GUNS & ACTION and SAVE! 

GUNS & ACTION Magazine is written for you — adventurous, action-oriented individuals 
who are compelled to read and learn all they can about the guns & gear they want to 
buy. IF you’re committed to a tough, practical stand on survival firearms and want to be 
part of it ... IF you’re sincerely devoted to self-defense and adventure ... 

Then you must — must — subscribe to GUNS & ACTION now! 


Save Money 

Subscribe to GUNS & ACTION for just one year and pay 
less than $2 for each issue and save money each time you 
read GUNS & ACTION. 

Subscribe for 2 years and save even more — over 750 
each issue. 

We know you will like GUNS & ACTION, and it doesn't 
make sense to pay more for it than you have to. Subscribe 
now and save over $8 a year, $18 over 2 years. 

Get all of GUNS & ACTION, 
like clockwork 

You might get a kick out of doing things the hard way, 
but buying GUNS & ACTION at newsstands is taking un¬ 
necessary chances. 

Guarantee that your copy is there every month, in your 
mailbox. Why wait until it reaches the newsstands? Sub¬ 
scribe now and every issue of GUNS & ACTION will be 
delivered to your door or your office. 

You could miss 
stories like these! 


Get satisfaction... 

GUARANTEED! 

You’re reading SOF right now. You should be reading 
GUNS & ACTION, too. You can depend on GUNS & 
ACTION to tell it the way we see it — the way you see it! 

But we want to make sure you’re satisfied. That’s why 
we offer our MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. If, for any 
reason whatever, you’re dissatisfied, just cancel your 
subscription and we’ll refund the unused balance. That’s 
all there is to it. 

We believe that you’ll enjoy reading GUNS & ACTION 
with increased interest in... increased excitement about- 
.. .the factual, up-to-date firearms evaluations, action fic¬ 
tion and outdoor adventure covered in GUNS & ACTION. 
We hope so because that’s our philosophy — BE IN¬ 
VOLVED! And we want you to be involved, too. 

Use the card opposite 

to Subscribe to 

GUNS & ACTION...NOW! 



■ DEFENSE 

Springfield’s SAR-48 — The poor man’s FN FAL, this 
new assault rifle provides an affordable alternative to its 
Belgian counterpart. Remington’s 870 Special Field — 
Improving on a proven design, Remington made this ver¬ 
satile shotgun an even faster handler. Daewoo — Korea’s 
new assault rifle enters the U.S. market with Stoeger In¬ 
dustries. American Small Arms Academy — Chuck 
Taylor teaches what it takes to survive the gunfight. Sling¬ 
shot Accuracy — How to get the most power out of this 
effective silent weapon. Fire Fight — Each month, this col¬ 
umn covers personal combat tactics. Watch for Andy Lang¬ 
ley’s series on the PARRR System of personal defense. 

■ ADVENTURE 

Sea Kayaking — The most dangerous survival game? 
Cowboy Survival — When surviving was a full-time prop¬ 
osition. My Hubs Are In — Off-road adventure. Wild 
Canada — 2,500-mile motorcycle endurance trek through 
Labrador. 10th Mountain Division — Troopers in white 
wrote the book on hostile mountain survival. 

■ SURVIVAL 

Springfield’s M6 — A new look at this survival standby. 
USAF Survival School — Something for everyone. Cold¬ 
est Walk in the 20th Century — Survival Walk across 
America. Watch each month for our continuing coverage of 
shooting schools, survival tricks and techniques, medical 
skills, and weapons and equipment articles written from the 
survivalist’s point of view. 
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the jeep which we used as our mobile market and 
they always brought highest dollar — or at least a 
case of Double-Rectified Busthead. 

For a while we were peddling AKs to new guys 
who hadn’t heard automatic weapons couldn’t be 
taken home as war trophies but that created a little 
command heat and we had to curtail our opera¬ 
tion. Several of our guys had King Hell R&Rs 
with the money before we were forced to pull in 
the perimeter. 

If there are any vets out there with a VC Death 
Squad Assassin's Knife hanging over the mantle, 
just send it back for a cheerful refund. Please 
specify the type and quantity of booze involved in 
the transaction as our records are thankfully non¬ 
existent. ^ 


RHODESIAN 

FIREFIGHT 

Continued from page 96 

arc behind and set up an ambush as the terrs are 
driven into us. 

The terrs prefer to use the many rivers of this 
area for guidance so we set a quick pace to the 
Damba River, a branch of the G welo. A little over 
two kilometers from the branch is Damba Dip, 
where we hope to catch them in ambush. Our 
quick pace continues as we move on. 

Arriving at the kraal the story is the same. Yes, 
terrs are in the area now. A few locals say the last 
time there were terrs around was 23 November of 
last year. Funny how that date sticks in their 
minds, as if someone has programmed them. The 
fear in their eyes shows the Popular Front has 
gotten to them. 


r 



THE URBAN SKINNER $49.95 


WELL ARMED 

WITH THE URBAN SKINNER 
...it never runs out of ammo 

and never 
jams! 


The only serious push dagger commercially available in America. The Urban 
Skinner is deadly effective and simple to use even if you’ve never picked up a 
knife before. Use standard boxing blows for phenomenal penetration or 
mount a slashing attack with the razor sharp, hollow ground blade. 

The Skinner’s shock absorbing handle mates to a top quality leather sheath 
for inconspicuous appearance. Handy boot/belt clip for easy carrying. 


• APPROX. 3 OZ. • LIFETIME GUARANTEE TO ORIGINAL OWNER. 

• STAINLESS STEEL RC 56/58 * CHECK LOCAL ORDINANCES BEFORE CARRYING CONCEALED 

MAIL THIS NO RISK COUPON TODAYm 


NAME. .. 

(PLEASE PRINT) 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 


Please send the following. 


(ADD SI.50 TOST AGE/HANDLING) calif residents include sales tax 

□ MONEY ORDER □ CHECK ENCLOSED $_ 

CHARGE TO MY: □ VISA P MASTER CARD 


COLO S7FH INC. 


(LIST ALL NUMBERS ON YOUR CREDIT CARD) (EXPIRATION DATE) 

2128 UNIT D, KNOLL DR., VENTURA, CA 93003 0R PH0NE lN Y ° UR CREDIT CARD ORDER 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED (805) 656-5191 TOLL FREE: (800) 255 4716 
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VERTICAL 

WORK 


requires the specialist 
equipped with the right 
gear. For over six years, 
CMC has been equipping 
and training special 
operation teams with 
satisfied customers from 
the FBI and Secret Service 
down to the smallest 
department. Whether 
police or military, CMC 
offers the finest equipment 
available, backed by 
experienced advice. 

CMC is the national 
distributor for CMC 

Harnesses, Web Gear, 
and Rappel Gloves; SMC 
Carabiners, Russ 
Anderson Figure 8s, and 
rappel ropes from 
Wellington-Puritan and 
PMl Also, ask about the 
CMC Tactical Rappel 
Course. 

ask for our free catalog 
dealer inquiries invited 


California Mountain 
Company, Lid. 

P.O. Box 6602 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 
800-235-5741 
805-967-5654 (inside CA) 


Another five kilometers or so and we take a 
break about 50 meters from the banks of the 
Totololo River. A couple of minutes for water, 
biscuits and jam, shift your load and cross the 
river. About a hundred meters on the far bank we 
spot a leopard, stalking a large bird. 1 feel better 
about our movement, as we haven’t disturbed the 
big cat. We ’ re moving quick and easy now — and 
then we hear it. 

Reb and his Mag 58, a short burst, then rifle 
grenades, AK-47s and the 870 shotgun Craig is 
carrying. The contact is about one kilometer 
north of us. We cover about 700 meters in a dead 
run and halt to duck rounds coming through the 
foliage. Devay wants to charge into the contact, 
but we have no radio and the major won’t know 
from which direction we’re “coming in.” We 
hear sporadic firing — then movement — they’re 
chasing the terrs. We.move into a blocking posi¬ 
tion and wait. Just like any other war, there’s a lot 
of waiting in Rhodesia. 

When no terrs show up, we move off to our RP 
(rendezvous point) at the Do Me Good Store. 
When the rest of the stick joins us, Bob Brown is 
clearly elated. In all his trips to Rhodesia, this is 
his first operation leading to a fire fight. 

His story is typical of a Rhodesian bush con¬ 
tact: 

“As the first AK rounds cracked over our 
heads I came to the conclusion that com stubble 
makes lousy cover. Reb was on my right and he 
triggered some short bursts from the MAG. I 
wondered whether the bastards would fight or 
shoot and run as usual. 

“Blam! Blam! Two terr rifle grenades ex¬ 
ploded on line about 10 meters away from the 
MAG position. They had the range but were 
off-target. Major Winkler yelled for cover and 
ordered me with him around the flank. We 
blasted the bush with our Mini-14s and made fora 
position where we could cover Reb. He advanced 
the MAG another 30 meters under our fire. Then 
the gun jammed. We couldn’t clear it so I broke 
out the camera to take a few pictures. 

“We continued the sweep looking for spoor, 
movement or reflection from an AK. Then they 
tossed another rifle grenade about 10 meters to 
my rear. It was close as hell.” 

It was also inconclusive like so many terr con¬ 
tacts in this brutal bush war. We returned to our 
RAR base camp to await the election results. 

We slept well but awoke to bad news for 
Rhodesia. It’s official. Mugabe has won. Bishop 
Muzerewa against Mugabe, God vs. the AK-47. 
Take heed, Jimmy Carter, the AK won. The AK 
is a decisive campaign manager. 

In Salisbury, we hear rumors of plans to bum 
the city, of a hit list Mugabe's people have that 
includes all SOF staff members. Back at the RAR 
base camp, Rhodesia’s bush-weary professional 
soldiers cannot believe the army will no longer 
fight. We hear of PF plans to remove all members 
of the Rhodesian military who are not Rhodesian 
citizens. What I did not realize before coming to 
Rhodesia is how many Brits, Aussies, Yanks, 
Irish, Belgians, Kiwis and many others are in the 
Rhodesian army. If they leave, t|ie security gap 
cannot be filled. 

We get a message that it’s time for us to get 
back to America, England, Belgium —anywhere 
but here. Nobody knows what Mugabe will do. 
Very few trust him. Communist or not, he was the 
enemy. I wish Zimbabwe-Rhodesia well. I wish 
Mugabe well. But my best wishes are al] he will 
get — not me. Hell, it was a Washington/London/ 
Moscow war anyway. They are all politician’s 
wars, but no one imagined there were so many 
politicians in Salisbury.^ 


COUNTERFEIT GUNS EXACT SIZE WORK¬ 
ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK. FEEi. WFIGH AND 
HAN0LE LIKE THE ORIGINALS. CAN BE "FIELD STRIPPED " 
CANNOT BE MADE TO FIQJE REAL BULL6IS. DELIVERED 

FULLY 
SEMBLED 



MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPRODUC¬ 
TIONS OF FAMOUS. HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES. 



U.S. M3 FIGHTING KNIFE 
07-048 . . $22 PPD 



ALL KNIVES £/ HAVE SCABBARDS 


GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 

07-09 , . . .. $23 PPO 


FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAi 
SWORDS TO FULL-SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 


MEDALS & BADGES ES 

THIS ‘RUPTURED DUCK ’ IS 
MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES 
U.S. WWII DISCHARGE BUTTON 
14-018 .$8 PPD 


GERMAN WWI “BLUE MAX” 

14-01 (W/RIBBGN) . . $23 PPD 

UNI 



14-77 (NECK CHAIN) 


. $13 PPD 




BRITISH WWI! RAF OR 
WWI RFC PILOT WINGS 

15-1 IB (RAF) . - . . .. $15 PPD 

15-11C (RFC) .S13PFD 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA. MEDALS. BADGES, FLAGS. ETC. 
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KAUFMAN S WEST AD SUPPLEMENT 


KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY & NAVY GOODS • ORDER TOLL FREE 1-300-545-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Tim-) 




T-SHIRTS 


\>fe guarantee you'll be pkuwd with our shirts. Each Is made hi the USA, and is the 
Qvft quality offered at the right price. And check out 
o mr aekctiotii! Please specify size: S, M, L, XL 


Camouflage T-shirts- 


■ Short Sleeved; Perfect Quality- 

each shirt is 50% cotton/50% polyester 

$7.00/eiich; any 3 shirts for $18.00 
Choose from: 

□ Green Leaf Crew (round) neck 

□ Green Leaf V-neck 

□ Brown Leaf Crew (round) neck 

□ Desert Camouflage Pattern-crew neck 

□ Tiger Stripe Camouflage 
neck 


Olive Drub (01)1 («reen T-Shirts 


Muscle Shirts- 

These sleeveless crew neck shirts are now a 
fashion statement, worn by men and women. 

A comfortable blend of cotton and polyester 
make these excellent summer shirt*. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL 
Choose: 

□ Oxford Grey 

□ Black 

□ Lavender 

□ Fushcia 

□ Camouflage, of course 

□ Olive Drab (OD) 

Colors.$4.00/each; 3 for $11.25 

Camo and OD.$6.00/each; 3 for $16.50 


TRAIL SHORTS 


these shirts are 100% cotton in that famous, exciting (?) color. 

H Short Sleeve—Crew Neck —(note—some of our purchase lots may be 50% 
cotton/50% polyester. Please advise us if this is not acceptable) $4.75/each; 3 for $13.00 
■ Short Sleeve—V-Neck —(note—these are available only in 50% cotton/50% 
polyester) . $4.75/each; 3 for $13.00 


l rban Camouflage T-Shirl - 


__[ The pattern consists of black and various 

shades of grey in a woodland camo configuration. A striking design!! 50% cotton/50% 
polyester. Sizes: S, M, L, XL.$8.00/each; 3 for $23.25 


Brown T-Shirts- 


I (SmSEEjjED 

These are the latest issue T-Shirts for wear with Camo battle fatigues. 100% cotton, slight 
irregular ......................... $3.75/ench; 3 for $9.5© 


Black T-Shirt 


_ solid black to match our black SWAT BDU’s. 50% 

cotton/ 50% polyester. Sizes: S, M, L, XL .$6.O0/each; 3 for $17.50 


ft>R '8$! Fishnet Mesh Camouflage Shirts - 


A runaway best seller: Camouflage T-Shirts and Tank tops in a fishnet mesh material! 
The T-Shirt is short sleeved and the Tank Tops aie designed like our standard tank tops. 
The big difference is in the look of the material. The small mesh design is guaranteed to 
keep the wearer super cool (and looking super cool!!). 50% cotton/50% polyester. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Choose: □ T-Shirt.$12.00/each; 2 for $22.75 

□ Tank Top.$10^0/each; 2 for $19.75 


Athletic BundeswehrTankTop- W 0 %S,r ,8n 

These lightweight 100% cotton white tank lops are genuine issue to the West German 
Military troops to wear during physical training exercises. *‘Bundeswehr” (the name of 
the West German Army) is proudly embroidered above their crest on the front of the 
shirt. Both are sewn in black and uniquely contrast the stark white tank top. 

This comfortable, cool, European tank top is stylish, avant-garde, and perfect to wear 
while working out or relaxing in the summer sun. Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 

Brand New.$9.75/each 


A/EW Mesh Camo Tank Top- 

Designed the same as our camouflaged tank top but in a fishnet, mesh material. This 
shirt promises to be a runaway best seller! S,.M, L, XL. $10.5©/each; 2 for $19.75 

Tank Tops - 

Designed in the old “athletic” t-shirt style with a 2Vi” wide strap over the shoulder, 
these are extremely cool and comfortable for summer wear. Cut low under the arms and 
neck, the tank top allows free movement and comfort in every activity. Great fashion 
look for men and women. Choose: Olive Drab (OD) Green or Camouflage 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL.$6.00/e»ch; 3 for $16.50 


These are our most popular shorts. They are cut full and provide a very comfortable 
yet stylish fit. They feature 6 pockets (four in front and 2 in the back) which 
makes them a favorite for hikers, backpackers, birdwatchers, accountants, and 




people with mustaches. 

The content of the khaki and olive drab shorts are a comfort, easy 
of cotton and polyester. The camouflage shorts are 100% 
cotton. (However, there may be some 100% cotton shorts 
available in khaki and O.D. and some polyester and cotton 
shorts in the camouflage. If your preference extends to 
these alternatives, please specify in your order and we 
will try’ to comply as supplies last). All trail shorts 
made in the USA. 

Sizes: 26,27, 28, 29,30, 31,32, 33, 34, 36,38. 

Prices: $14.00/each; any 2 pair for $27.00 
Select from: 

□ Khaki (tan) 

□ Olive Drab (OD) green 

□ Camouflage (leal/woodland pattern) 


care blend 


TRAIL SHORTS 


DRILL SHORTS 


BUNDESWEHR 


TANK TOP 


US WALKING 


SHORTS 


KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY & NAVY GOODS 

Dept. A38 1660 Eubank NE • Albuquerque. NM 87112 
Call Toll Free 1-800-545-0933 or (505) 293-2300 


JOGGING SHORTS 


Ours are stylish shorts made in the USA that feature a trim fit and fashionable good 
looks. Perfect whether worn for a hard workout or as trend setting fashion. 



MISCELLANEOUS SHORTS 


□ Woodland Camouflage Pattern 

□ Desert Camouflage Pattern 

□ Olive Drab (OD) Green 

□ Khaki (tan) 


SIZES FROM XS TO XL. 

TELL US YOUR WAIST SIZE WHEN ORDERING. 


The following shorts are 50% cotton, 50% polyester 
.$6.50/e*eh. 



□ Gerka Shorts —One of our most popular shorts, 
the Gerka short features a pleated front for a stylish, comfort¬ 
able fit. These shorts offer 3 pockets and a button fly. 
Select: Khaki (tan) in 100% cotton; Olive Drab 
(OD) in 100% cotton or Woodland Camouflage 
Pattern in 50% cotton/50 % nylon. 

Sizes: 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 

36,38 .*15.75 each. 


Drill Shorts - 

Named after British Army Military Drill trousers, these 100% cotton knee length shorts 
are one of our most popular sellers. 

The cotton material is durable yet lightweight and very comfortable. Worn long for add¬ 
ed sun protection or rolled up during more active times these drill shorts are versatile and 
great looking. The buckled waist belt simultaneously provides a slightly adjustable fit 
and a fashionable avant-garde look. Two huge front pockets and two buttoned back 
pockeLs hold anything you may need. These military style shorts with pleated front add a 
dash of style and flair to any summer wardrobe. # 

Please specify waist size in inches when ordering. 

Choose: Khaki, White, Olive Drab Green or Black. 

Sizes: 24-26/26-28/28-30/30-32/32-34. . . *21.75/each; 2 pair for *42.00. 


U.S. Walking Shorts - 

These are the familiar military style walking shorts of Great Britain and the USA. They 
are made right here in the USA of the finest quality durable twilled material. The khaki 
shorts are constructed of 100% cotton and tiger stripe are a blend of 65% polyester and 
35% cotton. They are cut long (the leg is aporoximately 16”, inseam about 7-8” on 
average) so they go almost to the knee. These should last many seasons and get more 


comfortable with each washing. 

Choose: Khaki or Tiger Stripe 

Sizes:27,28,29,30,31,32,33,34,36,38,40 ...$19.75/each 


SHIPPING COST 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each order. 
Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00 _____ ____ $3.00 

Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 . . 3.75 

Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 ... 4.50 

Orders from $35.01 to50.00 . 5.25 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 ... _ ...... 6.25 

Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 _ ...... .. 7.25 

Orders over$90.00 .... 8.00 


Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 


























































UNDERGROUND ECONOMY 


LIBERTY CITY 


Continued from page 69 


GUERRILLA CAPITALISM 
How to Practice Free Enterprise 
In an Unfree Economy 
by Adam Cash 

Each year in America, billions of dollars go unreported 
on tax returns. This is the Underground Economy , and it 
is growing every day. Now, for the first time, there is a 
book telling you exactly how millions of Americans are 
evading taxes and dodging Big Brother. Contents of this 
amazing new book include: 

★ How to do business "off the books” 

★ The trouble with banks — and how to avoid them 

★ How to invest unreported income — and one thing 
you should never do 

★ How to cash checks without running them through 
your bank account 

★ How the IRS discovers unreported income — and how 
to stay out of their clutches 

★ Skimming money from an above-ground business 

★ Barter — when to use it, and when not to 

★ And much, much more! 

Guerrilla Capitalism tells you all there is to know about 
making tax-free money in the Underground Economy. 
Send for it today! You will be very pleased, we know. 


ElMEPBULA 

CAPITALISM 



How to Practice 
Free Enterprise 
In an Unfree 
Economy 


ACAM CASH 


SVt x 8Va, 176 pp. 
illustrated, soft cover 



Rush _ copies of Guerrilla Capitalism to A 

me today! ($12.95 each, plus $2.00 shipping) p 


Name _ 


LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED 


Address _ 


1197, P. Townsend, WA 98368 City/State/Zip. 


SF43 


I 


We set about purchasing building supplies for 
the camp, clearing ground, digging trenches and 
building bunkers. 

Fred and I shuttled back and forth to Chiang 
Rai while Mingo remained on-site to supervise 
construction. All the while, our anxiety was 
building over the fact that no word had been 
received from “K” and his friend, the governor. 
After assurances from “T M that he would be 
coming after innumerable delays, we resigned 
ourselves to the possibility that bullshit artists 
abound in every country and that we may have 
been, as they say, had . 

Meanwhile, in the states Brown sought addi¬ 
tional support. He flew to meet a prominent 
businessman who had indicated interest in the 
SOF POW/M1A effort. However, upon arrival, 
said businessman shunted Brown off to his num¬ 
ber two, who after the briefing stated since there 
was no 100-percent proof of existing POWs there 
would be no help. Why the son of a bitch didn’t 
make that prerequisite prior to Brown's trip and 
save time and money may never be known. May 
all his children have syphilis. 

Brown then flew to Washington, D.C. where 
he and the other SOF team members briefed a 
high government official on the SOF team’s re¬ 
search and buy-out plan. Though no USG support 
was forthcoming, as Brown expected, the official 
did promise to provide questions to ask the POWs 
to vet them once we had a list of names. 

During the weeks that followed, many confer¬ 
ences were held at the Chiang Rai safehouse 
among various Lao tribal leaders, many of whom 
had previously refused to work together. Zabitos- 



=New titles from JANE’S for the military professional... = 
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ky eventually cemented together a tight coalition 
of tribes including the H’mong, Lao, Lao Tseung 
and Yao. 

So much activity was noted by locals around 
the safehouse, which after leasing we found had 
been used by the DEA, that it was rumored that 
Zab and 1 were actually DEA agents arranging a 
bust on a well-known narcotics kingpin. After 
“T” reported rumors that both of us were on the 
drug-syndicate hit list, we decided to put out the 
word to the locals that drug busts were not on our 
list of priorities. “T” was successful in his efforts 
and the hit contract was lifted. 

Nothing was heard from the engineer “K” 
until 21 August when he arrived armed with word 
that the governor was in fact not interested in a 
buy-out. And SOF was out $500. Had we been 
conned from the beginning? We still don’t know. 

Since we had tens of thousands of dollars in¬ 
vested in Liberty City, we decided to research the 
feasibility of having the LULF conduct recon 
patrols of likely POW sites inside Laos. 

In October, we heard rumors of a large number 
of Vietnamese troops moving into locations 
across the Mekong from Liberty City, which now 
contained more than 200 LULF freedom fighters. 

In November 1981, high- ranking Thai officials 
pressured us to close the camp. We had no choice 
but to follow their directives as our only source of 
supply was across the Thai border. 

Questions still remained unanswered. Were 
kl T” and “B” conning us with POW reports 
simply to fund their dream of returning to Laos? 
Were POWs in Muong Sai? Did “K” actually 
know the Pathet Lao governor? 

We knew from the beginning we were throw¬ 
ing the dice — but we have no regrets. We tried. 

SOF continued its POW/MIA project until 
May 1984 and in the course of so doing, ex¬ 
pended well over $250,000 — all out of SOF 
coffers. Some of the intriguing information is 
contained in SOF's POW/MIA special ( SOF 
Back Issues, P.O. Box 693, Boulder ; CO 80303; 
$3.00 plus $1.50 postage and handling) pub¬ 
lished in Spring 1983. The other adventures re¬ 
main to be told. ^ 


OUR MAN IN BEIRUT 

Continued from page 90 

line of mountains appear on the horizon. The first 
Lebanese boat I saw in the water was an ancient 
fishing sailboat that looked like the Flying Dutch¬ 
man, and which reinforced all my prejudices. But 
the second was a low, sleek outboard, pulling a 
skier. Oh, Lord, I thought, they told me this was 
going to be different, but this is different from the 
different I had in mind. 

The 10 or 11 Lebanese men, who had joined us 
on the bow, began singing a folksong in a rhyth¬ 
mical Middle Eastern chant, and one began beat¬ 
ing his right fist into his left palm, muttering 
along with the music: “Syrians — kill fuckin’ 
Syrians.” 

Shortly after that, a motor launch with two 
open rows of hardbacked wooden benches came 
out to our ship. Standing up in the boat was 
another overweight official in a slick shirt. He 
carried a handy-talkie in one hand and wore a 
snub-nosed revolver on his right hip. As soon as 
the launch pulled alongside, two highly bronzed 
young men in standard-obscene Mediterranean 
bathing suits came aboard and began transferring 
our baggage. 

But the thing which held my attention was the 
shore in front of us, crowded with swimmers, its 
little amusement park going full-blast — com¬ 
plete with two gaily colored ferris wheels, a mer¬ 
ry-go-round and some bumper cars. 
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The guy with the pistol on his hip and the 
bureaucrat from the boat engaged in animated 
conversation over my passport. A moment later a 
sweaty guy who had made contact with me on the 
boat came back to where I sat and whispered in 
my ear, “As soon as we dock, take your bag and 
go across the street. Stand by the BMW.” 

The guys in the nasty swimsuits lobbed a cou¬ 
ple of lines onto the dock as we coasted in. 1 
grabbed my black B-4 bag with its 20 pounds of 
Second Chance armored vest, three sniper manu¬ 
als and 16 copies of SOF and lurched onto the 
Lebanese shore. 

It’s easy to forget, but there is a legal govern¬ 
ment in Lebanon. Its representative stood on the 
dock in rumpled khakis, with some sort of off- 
the-wall black epaulets on his shirt. I got across 
the street okay and stood admiring the palms and 
the handsome people on the beach. Rather than 
being characters from a backward Third World 


country, these people seemed to be thoroughly 
into the 20th century, and enjoying it — but I 
didn't see a BMW anywhere. 

Just as the official from the ship approached 
me, an old blue Plymouth sedan, with two red 
lights exactly like the ones on U.S. cop cars, 
drove up. “Get in that car,” said my svyeaty 
friend. 1 was not eager to do it. 

Two young guys got out. They wore green 
fatigues and black berets and carried folding-stock 
AKs slung over their shoulders. One of them 
opened the trunk for my suitcase and camera bag. 
These lads were not part of any mariachi band. 
They handled their weapons with the familiarity 
with which most people handle their wallets. 

One of them shot me a quizzical look. He 
didn't know whether he was picking up a prisoner 
or a VIP. 1 didn’t either. 

We drove through a nice seaport and resort 
town, with signs advertising seafood, SCUBA 


gear and discos in French, English and Arabic. 
After a drive of about three miles, the car turned 
into a walled compound with a small guardhouse 
at the entrance. Inside were civilian villas, sur¬ 
rounded by spiny tropical vegetation and flowers. 

We went inside the first building. I had been 
informed that this was a militia without rank but, 
rank or no rank, one sweep of the eyes sorted out 
the chief clerk, sergeant major and adjutant, and 
tabbed this as an MP outfit, since the adjutant, a 
small, bespectacled, finicky-looking man, had 
handcuffs on his belt. If they decided they didn’t 
like me, or my magazine, I was in a world of hurt. 
Even if by some feat of James Bondismo I bashed 
and battered my way out of this compound. I’d be 
conspicuous, ignorant and illegal 

Finally, I was officially welcomed and told the 
Lebanese Forces G-5 had been informed I was 
coming. 

We drove back to Jounieh in silence which 
gave me a chance to wonder if the war in Lebanon 
was a real joke or just a comic-opera game. As we 
came into East Beirut 1 found out it was neither. 
The closer we got to the center of town the greater 
the destruction: apartment houses with great 
shell-hole gouges and collapsed buildings. But 
the streets were filled with European and Amer¬ 
ican cars, some of them also pockmarked with 
shrapnel holes, and the sidewalks were thronged 
with people, dressed no differently than those in 
Little Rock, Ark. 

What really amazed me was that everywhere I 
looked there were construction cranes and new 
high-rise buildings going up. Some buildings 
under construction were already pockmarked 
with shell holes, and others bore patched holes — 
but they just went right on slapping them up. 

Doorways were barricaded with 55-gallon 
drums filled with dirt and topped with sandhags 
and the street was full of young men wearing 
fatigues and carrying slung weapons — mostly 
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combat weapons 
military expo... 



A unique, new opportunity! Participate in 
and/or visit SOF Convention’s Combat 
Weapons Military Expo at the Sahara Hotel, 
Las Vegas, Nev., 20-22 September 1985. 

SOF offers manufacturers and dealers unique 
exposure at America’s biggest public military- 
weapons exhibition. Sell or show with over 150 
producers and distributors of the world’s finest 
military and paramilitary equipment. And SOF 
delivers the buyers. 

More than a thousand conventioneers — fol¬ 
lowers of Soldier of Fortune, “The Journal of 
Professional Adventurers” — will attend the ex¬ 
hibition. And they come to see and buy the best 
that the arms industry has to offer. Thousands 
more buy day passes to see 55,000 square feet 
of modern firearms, outdoor equipment, knives, 
SWAT gear, law enforcement, paramilitary and 
military weaponry. 

Exhibitors who have made previous arrange¬ 
ments may demonstrate their weapons systems 
during a live-ammo firepower demonstration. 
Previous demonstrations have included assault 
rifles, shotguns, silencers, light and heavy 
machine guns and 30mm cannons. This is the 
only public exposition where manufacturers can 




both display and fire their weapons systems. 

For free convention information packet write: 
SOF Convention, Inc., 4901 Indian Trail, Wilm¬ 
ington, NC 28403. 

For free Combat Weapons Military Expo in¬ 
formation write: William Weber, 17100 Norwalk 
Blvd., Suite 116, Cerritos, CA 90701. 

For hotel reservations, call the Sahara Hotel 
and Casino at (800) 634-6666 or the El Rancho 
at (702) 796-2222. 


AUGUST 85 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 135 



























FIGHT 

BIG BROTHER 
1985 IS HERE! 

Big brother may be watching or 
listening in on you. Fight back with 
the most sophisticated privacy pro* 
tection systems from CCS. 

PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY 


This palm sized sys¬ 
tem lets you know if 
anyone in the room 
is wearing a “bug”. 
It fits in your pocket 
to provide privacy 
wherever you go. 



SEE IN THE DARK 


This miniature night 
scope allows you to 
see in total darkness 
as far as your own 
eyes can see. Fits in 
your pocket. 



INSURE YOUR 
TELEPHONE PRIVACY 


This telephone scram¬ 
bler makes your con- 
versation indeci¬ 
pherable to eaves¬ 
droppers. Only the 
legitimate speaking 
parties receive clear 
conversation. 

©CCS 1984 



Send $25.00 for new 1985 catalog with 
100 pgs. of state-of-the-art electronic 
security systems. 


CCS Communication Control Inc. 

633 Third Ave.', New York, NY 10017 

Enclosed is my $25.00. 

Please send me your catalog. 


Name _ 
Address 


Phone--- 

SOF 


CCS Communication Control Inc. 

633 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 (212) 697 8140 FX.238720 
1801 LSt N.W., Washington, D.C, 20006 (202) 659-3432 
9465 WUshlie Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA90212 (213) 274-6256 
1435 Brickell Ave.. Miami, Fla. 33131 (305) 358-4336 
320 North Michigan Ave., Chicago III. 60601 (312) 726-0998 
The Galleria, $uilc JJ405, Houston, Tx. 77056 (713) 626-0007 
62 S. Audley St.., London Wl Fngland 01-629-0223 TX:8814709 
35 Rue Danielle Casanova, 75001 Paris France 297-5600 TX: 
CCS215524F 


AKs bul a few Ml6s. Very few of these people 
wore caps with their fatigues, but a semi-military 
haircut was in style; short, but no crewcuts, no 
sidewalls. 1 saw no rank or unit insignia of any 
kind. They looked pretty sharp, but casual about 
it; no spitshines. Their uniforms Tit well, and that 
lost, hangdog look often found in a Third World 
militia unit was totally absent. 

We stopped in front of an apartment building, 
and my driver led me around the barricade and up 
the steps to a second-floor apartment. Inside was 
a tall, skinny, bearded Lebanese with a crewcut. 
He wore a genuine Vietnam-issue Special Forces 
tiger suit and a .45 in a spring-clip shoulder 
holster. He had on the last pair of WWII wrap¬ 
around combat boots 1 have ever seen or expect to 
see. 1 set my bag down and looked around. 

The guy in the tiger suit got up. He and my 
driver exchanged a few words in Lebanese. After 
a few seconds’ conversation we shook hands. 
“My name is Samir,” he said. I asked him where 
he had gotten his tiger suit. 

“A friend in your Special Forces got me six 
pairs,” he said. “This is the last.” 

From what sounded like two blocks over I 
heard a burst of AK fire, followed by another 
farther away, and then a muffled crump ... 
crump. 

I looked up, startled. “We are 200 meters from 
the front,” Samir said. I watched Samir closely, 
trying to take his measure. He was highly intelli¬ 
gent, but I never saw a man slide into and out of a 
thousand-yard stare as quickly as he did. He had 
the spaced-out mystical-militant quality of an El 
Greco monk, trapped by the inquisition. The feel¬ 
ing 1 had about Samir was that somehow he had 
been burned clean. 

Combat in Lebanon has its compensations, like 
great food and the high incidence of truly lovely 
women, but when it got hot, it got very, very hot, 
and none of the parties was a signatory of the 
Geneva convention, Samir had lived through 
seven years of this stuff. I could only guess at his 
weariness. 

He was of the warrior breed. Once when I saw 
him slide into that long-gone stare 1 asked him 
what he would have done if this war hadn’t inter¬ 
rupted his life. He replied, “Oh, I'd have found 
one someplace.” 

I asked him about the atrocities Masoud had 
described on Cyprus. “Yes,” he replied. “The 
Palestinians excel at that sort of thing. But our 
boys decided if those were the rules, we would 
play too. They backed away pretty fast.” 

Raised in Cairo, Sam had spent a year and a 
half in an Egyptian Commando unit as an 18- and 
19-year-old kid. He was under no illusions about 
the general quality of Egyptian forces, but 
claimed his unit had been exceptional. The quali¬ 
ty of their desert training, specifically, had been 
excellent. 

He told one story about his Egyptian training. 
“There was a group of us silling crosslegged 
around the instructor by the grenade range. He 
pulled the pin on a Russian grenade and threw it in 
my lap. ‘Get rid of it,’ he said. I knew it was 
either a dud, or had a long fuse, so I threw it back 
at him and said, ‘Get rid of it ypurself.' It had a 
long fuse, but wasn’t a dud. He left me alone after 
that.’* 

He was quite frank about the fact that he had 
gone into G-5 work because his nerves were shot. 
“It’s quite amusing, really,” he said. “1 get shot 
at twice as much as before, because I’m always 
taking journalists to where the action is. Before, I 
stayed with my unit, and it was only hot when it 
was hot.” 

For the first time since leaving the 5th Special 
Forces Group in Vietnam, I felt completely at 
home with my environment, at ease and happy. 


These were my kind of folks. 

Looking fpr some action to photograph, I 
asked fpr an escort to the Sodeco area of West 
Beirut. 1 got the guide but he would not let me 
take my camera bag. “Don’t take that!” he 
commanded when I slung the bag over my shoul¬ 
der.and headed for the door. 

“That’s just my camera bag.” 

“1 know, but our people cross over into West 
Beirut all the time: some of us work over there. 
We have*relatives over there. We can’t afford to 
have our faces shown. We can’t let our positions 
be revealed either.” 

Great, 1 thought. No photos. Brown’s going to 
love that. My guide was teaching me rule number 
one for this war. Just as the rule number one for 
Vietnam had been never set a pattern, rule num¬ 
ber one for Lebanon was never let them know 
who you, personally, are. Because if you do they 
will definitely send someone to do a number on 
you. 

My guide eased an old VW bug past the quiet 
block of apartments and the pinball arcade goipg 
full-blast at the end of the block. But the instant 
we hit a major traffic artery, two blocks down, he 
floored it and we roared through empty, shattered 
streets. We blasted through a red light, entering a 
major intersection at about 85 kph. “Stop at that 
light and you’ll draw mortar fire almost every 
time,” he muttered. 

He twisted down three or four more streets, 
slewed sideways into the entrance of a parking 
garage and parked. “Okay, this is it.” 

A handsome, well-built young man, with curly 
brown hair and an engaging smile, walked toward 
us. He wore a pair of fatigue pants and an OD 
T-shirt. He looked to be about 20 or 21, and 
carried himself with an unselfconscious air of 
command. 

“This is Rocky, the Sodeco commander,” my 
guide said. Rocky took me on a walking tour of 
his section of town. A couple of his boys went 
along with us. One of them had a pistol on his hip, 
but nobody carried a rifle. It was all concrete, 
close in, and shot straight up for many stories. 
Holes, pockmarks and rubble were everywhere. 
We walked easily until we approached a little 
open area in front of a church. “Stay on the right 
here,” Rocky said. “On the left side of the street 
a sniper can hit you.” 

1 remembered Nha Trang during Tet, down¬ 
town, where a foot either way made the differ¬ 
ence between complete exposure and absolute 
safety. 

I think Rocky wanted mostly to show me the 
church. It was shot all to hell. But 1 was interested 
in why they weren’t armed, and were uncon¬ 
cerned, if this was such a hot area. 

We went on back downstairs to the parking 
garage. This was a frontline position but there 
were a couple of nice-looking girls downstairs. 
From the way they were jiving the young militia¬ 
men, I began to understand that I had come to a 
place where being a first-rate resistance fighter 
was the best way to get girls. I smiled. I had 
finally come to a place where people had their 
priorities straight. 

Just at that point, my initial guide came 
screaming back down the ramp in his bug and 
screeched to a stop beside me. “1 came to pick 
you up. Headquarters wants you back at G-5.” 

We backed up the ramp and screamed once 
more through the blasted streets. “Why did they 
pull me out?” I asked. 

“They expect a heavy attack on Sodeco. and 
they don't want you caught in it.” 

We pulled in at the G-5 apartment house, 
skipped around the sandbags and went upstairs 
where I cornered Samir. 

‘ ‘Look, if I’m going to get a story for a combat 
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magazine 1 gotta see some combat. I’m no good 
to anybody dead, but the more action 1 can see, 
and get away to write about, the better story for all 
of us.” 

“We’ll see what we can do,” Samir said 
wearily. 

When working entirely at the sufferance of 
somebody else’s army it is best not to throw a 
tantrum. “I’m not the reporter from Women's 
Wear Daily ” 1 muttered. “Next time gimme an 
AK and let me stay.” 

They both grinned. “We buy our own,” Rick 
said. “I doubt anybody is going to want to give 
you his and do without.” 

“You buy your own guns, your own ammo, 
your own uniforms, and there’s no rank in your 
army?” 

“That’s right,” Samir said. 

“I don’t see how you can fight a war that 
way.” 

Rick grinned. “We can do it because our fight¬ 
ers are very good.” 

1 shook my head. “How do you know who’s in 
charge?” 

“Well, we don’t have rank, but we have job 
titles. When the war is hot, everybody takes 
orders. When it’s not, we talk it over. When it 
dies down for a while, we go back to our regular 
jobs.” 

That didn’t answer my question about why 
some militiamen didn’t wear uniforms. 

“I don’t like them,” my guide said. “Besides, 
you see those boots?” He nodded toward Samir’s 
vintage combat boots. “Those are boondock- 
ers.” He wiggled his sneakers at me. “These are 
better for city fighting. 1 have a friend who fights 
in flip-flops. He’s not any good in boots.” 

What are they going to do? They can’t bust 
him; he has no rank. They can’t fine him; he 
doesn’t get paid. They can’t fire him; he’s too 
valuable. 

1 sat on the balcony for a long time, watching 
the sun go down and the streets clear. Only one 
thing was becoming clear in this weird part of the 
world. Lebanon is a weird war. 5? 

MEXICO UPDATE 
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represents a source of manpower that can only be 
utilized under extreme emergency situations. 

The third force at military disposal is the Rural 
Defense Corps ( Rurales). It is comprised almost 
entirely of peasants who work on federally- 
owned lands, where they have individual or col¬ 
lective cultivation rights. The Rurales take orders 
from the zone commander and serve as his eyes 
and ears in outlying areas. Sometimes they assist 
in maintaining public order and participate in 
operations against rustlers and drug smugglers. 
The cost to the government is minimal as they 
receive no financial compensation. They are 
issued an old military-model 7mm rifle and that 
seems to be the principal incentive for most who 
join. 

Enlistment of regular personnel is voluntary. A 
recruit is required to have only a few modest 
qualifications: citizenship, a primary education 
and no criminal record. Recruiting is carried out 
at local levels. Zone garrisons and the separate 
battalions and regiments recruit within their 
geographical boundaries. Most recruits come 
from lower-class backgrounds and view the mili¬ 
tary as a means of improving their lot via upward 
mobility. An enlisted soldier with a good record 
can become an NCO if he re-enlists for a second 
tour of duty. The Mexican NCO corps is much 
smaller than those of armies defending more- 


developed nations. The principal NCO role is 
training recruits. 

The Mexican officer corps is a different story. 
It is too large at practically all levels and Mexican 
officers do not delegate much responsibility to 
their NCOs. Potential officers enroll in one of the 
three military academies (Army, Navy, Air 
Force). They are generally from middle-class 
backgrounds, between 16 and 21 years of age, 
able to meet certain physical requirements, be 
high school graduates, be unmarried and Mex¬ 
ican citizens. 

The small size of the armed forces has created a 
scarcity of active command positions and that has 
led to an overloaded administrative military' 
bureaucracy. The need to utilize the excess offi¬ 
cer corps more efficiently has been partially 
answered by increased schooling possibilities. 
Keeping the officers busy in school also prevents 
them from becoming involved in political activi¬ 
ties — a situation very satisfying to the ruling 
political elite who are constantly looking over 
their shoulders for aQy signs of a military coup. 

After graduation from one of the academies, 
officers can attend numerous special service 
schools plus the Superior War College and the 
National Defense College, which was created in 
1981. This provides a higher-quality officer 
education, but the lack of an opportunity for 
prolonged command experience is still a basic 
problem that remains unsolved. 

The loyalty of the Mexican armed forces to the 
current president seems to be firm. The viewpoint 
among senior military officers is that political 
ambition is not compatible with their careers. 
Generous salary increases, quicker promotions, 
bonuses, modernization and acquisition of new 
weapons all have had a definite effect on morale. 
Privately, a number of officers have expressed 
strong disapproval of Mexican foreign policy, 
blatant presidential and official corruption, and 
communist influences in the government, but 


these are only rumblings. The military has kept its 
cool. 

Still Mexico’s political leaders may have a mis¬ 
leading impression of the country’s military capabi¬ 
lities. Over the past 50 years, the military has en¬ 
countered few situations where the opposition has 
shot back. The officer corps is untested in combat 
and is an uncertain element in time of crisis. History 
tells us that the Mexican soldier, when well-led, is a 
formidable and brave adversary. The basic problem 
with the Mexican Army may be an excess of chair- 
bound officers who will have to be field-tested in 
combat on a trial-and-error basis. That's a dangerous 
way to harden troops. 

The Air Force 

The 5,500-man Air Force consists of nine 
operational groups: Three groups with 50 Swiss 
PC7 Pilatus aircraft; one group designated for 
counterinsurgency operations and flying IAI Ara- 
vas. Bell, Alouette and Puma helicopters; one 
communication and photo-recon group; one jet- 
aircraft combat group of F-5E and AT-33A air¬ 
craft; and four groups flying transport aircraft 
including C47, DC7, C54, C118A. 

In addition, the Air Force maintains a Pres¬ 
idential Squadron consisting of nine Boeing 727 
aircraft, and one each of 737, H5125, Jet Star, 
Islander and Bell 212 aircraft. Training aircraft 
(75) include: Stearman PT-17 Biplanes, Mudry 
CAP-IOBS, Beech Musketeers, Bonanzas and 
PC7 Turbo Trainers. Most pilots have received 
U.S. training. 

Serious parts availability and maintenance 
problems make extended air operations tenuous 
at best. Generally, a large percentage of the Mex¬ 
ican Air Force is grounded at any given time. The 
multitude of makes and models of planes in¬ 
volved complicates the problem. 

The Mexican Navy 

The Mexican Navy boasts approximately 
24,000 men and 4,000 Marines. Its task is for¬ 
midable and, in many ways, beyond itscapabiif 
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ties. The Mexican coast is more than 5,000 miles 
long and the size of the force plus the small 
amount of craft available, make it impossible for 
the Navy to entirely control the coastline. 

The Navy is structured around about 15 U.S.- 
made destroyers, frigates and corvettes (most of 
WWII vintage), along with the necessary support 
craft. Mexican construction facilities are limited. 
The Mexican government has purchased two 
Gearing Class destroyers and seven amphibious 
craft and a sailing ship for training from the U.S. 
as well as six Halcon Class frigates from Spain. 
At the present time, Olmeca Class 40-foot patrol 
boats are being manufactured inside the country. 

Military Hardware 

During the past decade, the Mexican Depart¬ 
ment of Military Industry has been completely 
modernized. It produces small arms and ammuni¬ 
tion for the wide variety of weapons in service. 
There is limited production of grenades, 81mm 
and 120mm mortar rounds and 105mm howitzer 
shells. Small rockets for mounting on vehicles are 
in the initial production phase. Generally, the 
ammunition manufactured is of much better qual¬ 
ity than that previously produced with the anti¬ 
quated equipment of years past. 

Industria Militar is now manufacturing, under 
license, the German HK G3 7.62mm rifle. In 
1986, production is expected to begin on the MP5 
9mm submachine gun. The FN FAL rifle has also 
been assembled. The army will eventually re¬ 
place all other small arms with the G3 and MP5 
weapons. 

The Mexican Army has imported a wide 
assortment of arms, many of which are still in use 
by smaller units. The logistical and maintenance 
problems have been astronomical. Forty-five 
caliber M1911A1 pistol, M3A1 SMGs, MP5 


9mm SMGs, UZI 9mm SMGs, M16A1 rifles, 
.30 Ml and M2 carbines, BARs and Mexican- 
made 7.62mm Mauser rifles may all be found in 
the ranks. Machine guns in inventory include 
Belgian FN MAG, U.S. M1919A4 LMG, U.S. 
M2 HB HMG and U.S. BARs. A few French 
20mm Model M693 automatic cannons are also 
listed in inventory. 

The army has purchased quantities of Mex¬ 
ican-manufactured jeeps, trucks and other vehi¬ 
cles. This has permitted all but one of the 26 
cavalry regiments to be converted from horse to 
motorized units. The decision converting the 
horse cavalry to more **road-bound” mechanized 
units, may prove to have been a mistake. The 
rugged terrain and lack of roads in Mexico could 
present serious mobility and transport problems if 
extensive insurgencies arise in the countryside. 

Mexican military planners face a number of 
planning problems. In case of country-wide in¬ 
surgency, the military does not have the numbers, 
transport, mobility or armament to control Mex¬ 
ico City concurrently with handling prolonged 
revolutionary outbreaks throughout the country¬ 
side. The bulk of the regular Army ? s strategic 
reserves would have to be committed to protect¬ 
ing the capital from sabotage of government and 
military installations. 

Any sudden expansion of the Army or call-up 
of reserves to handle an insurgency would be 
difficult. Shortages of equipment and armament 
would keep the military from concentrating its 
efforts on the business at hand. Reserves of arms, 
ammunition and other equipment are probably 
not sufficient for any prolonged action — either 
in the zones or Federal District. 

Since Mexico’s oil fields and gas lines are the 
key to economic survival, they would have to be 


protected from internal or external attack. But in 
the face of Mexican manpower and equipment 
shortages, it would be almost impossible to do 
while still protecting Mexico City. If the oil fields 
were destroyed, garrisons in cities such as Guada¬ 
lajara, Puebla and Monterey could be immobi¬ 
lized by the rapid decrease in reinforcements and 
supplies. 

Some of those considerations may be 
academic. The real questions concern the Mex¬ 
ican military’s ability to handle an insurgency. 
Training in counterinsurgency at troop levels, 
zone levels and in the military schools has not 
been thorough. Officers at the higher command 
level are adopting an "‘it can’t happen here” 
attitude. In relation to its size, population, terrain 
and shoreline, Mexico would probably need a 
force of 500,000 soldiers to handle a full-fledged 
revolution. The current military forces are by any 
standards — other than Mexico’s — insufficient 
to carry out their national security commitment. 

The U.S. intelligence presence in Mexico is 
extensive and contingency plans to handle the 
possibility of revolution in Mexico have un¬ 
doubtedly been made. However, success in such 
an endeavor depends largely on the Mexican 
leaders’ attitude and the time that passes before 
they finally admit that the military cannot control 
its own problems and ask for assistance. Chang¬ 
ing the perceptions within the Mexican govern¬ 
ment may be the key to keeping those problems 
from arising. Moscow would dearly love to see 
the U.S. become so preoccupied with chaos south 
of the border that it would be forced to shift its 
military forces away from problems elsewhere in 
the world. That would open up new possibilities 
for Soviet aggression in several strategic areas of 
the globe.^ 
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INSURGENCY 

Continued from page 51 

tary would have learned some valuable lessons 
about unconventional warfare. 

Military commanders continued to miss the 
mark in defining the true nature of the war in 
Vietnam and they failed to communicate it to the 
field troops and the American public. In the face 
of public pressure for a decisive end to the war, 
field commanders who came up against small 
bands of VC in vijlages opted to expend ammo 
rather than risk lives. They frequently backed off 
and poured massive supporting fire on the area. It 
saved American lives but drastically complicated 
the situation in Vietnam. An innocent civilian 
population — the hearts and minds we had started 
out to win — were at considerable risk. 

The standard practice of the VC to “clutch the 
people to their breast” made it difficult to protect 
the civilian population. The enemy purposefully 
turned villages and hamlets into battlefields be¬ 
cause they provided cover for operations in the 
coastal lowlands and open valleys. Hamlets and 
villages also gave the VC a source of labor for 
fortifications and underground tunnels. Most im¬ 
portantly, the communists knew that the Amer¬ 
icans were usually unwilling to fire on population 
centers. If they chose to open fire, the VC won 
important psychological victories among the peo¬ 
ple even if guerrilla fighters were killed in the 
engagement. 

When they should have turned to Special 
Forces units operating among the people to pre¬ 
vent VC infiltration, the American command 
opted for employment of massive firepower in 


hopes of destroying the enemy before he could 
reach the villages and hamlets. Massive bombing 
campaigns with colorful names like “Menu,” 
“Rolling Thunder” and “Linebacker” took the 
place of a coherent COIN strategy. American 
planes pounded North Vietnam with more bomb 
tonnage than had ever been employed in U.S. 
military history. COIN advocates lost ground 
rapidly to believers in strategic bombing who 
maintained that heavy punishment from the sky 
would bring Hanoi to its knees. 

North Vietnam was a poor target for a sus¬ 
tained air campaign but public opinion and a 
growing dissatisfaction with the war effort de¬ 
manded strikes which would yield readily appar¬ 
ent results. It was an easy way out of the quagmire 
that Vietnam had become but the slow escalation 
of the bombing allowed the communists to weath¬ 
er the storm. 

The military and the American public could no 
longer afford to outwait the enemy. It was too 
costly in both lives.and money to allow the war to 
drag on. Despite the best efforts of true believers, 
American Special Forces had been thwarted in 
their attempts to apply unconventional warfare 
principles and techniques in Vietnam. 

Speculation about what caused the failure of 
American efforts in Vietnam has become a popu¬ 
lar pastime in and out of the military. Did Water¬ 
gate divert attention from a concerted effort that 
could have won the war? No. Did Congress kill 
the effort and betray South Vietnam with the 
Fulbright-Aiken Amendment? Maybe. The most 
prevalent and reasonable argument lays the blame 
on political constraint. That’s sound but it misses 
the point. 

The United States failed to achieve its main 
objective — the creation of a free and independ¬ 


ent South Vietnam — and we need to understand 
why in terms of tactics that may be applied to 
other Third World conflicts in the future. If sol¬ 
diers and their civilian leaders do not understand 
the mistakes made in COIN operations in Viet¬ 
nam then the expenditure of nearly 60,000 lives 
and $112 billion will have been truly in vain. 

What’s needed — and hopefully what’s hap¬ 
pening right now — is a full-scale reassessment 
of our special operations and unconventional 
warfare plans and capabilities. The war in Viet¬ 
nam should mark a watershed in COIN thinking. 
It should shape the planning of future low- 
intensity conflicts and shake the military to its 
very foundations. 

Post-Vietnam Counterinsurgency 

After Vietnam both our military leaders and the 
American public vowed that we would never fall 
into a similar trap. No more Vietnams. Congress 
looked high and low for a scapegoat and found one 
in the Central Intelligence Agency. In the wake of 
the galling experiences of the war, the whole range 
of military and paramilitary operations that fell 
under the heading of UW became dirty words. 
Much of what was learned in Vietnam about the 
nature of UW was shredded and discarded by the 
men at Langley and the Pentagon. 

Nobody in the military wanted to be accused of 
clinging to worn-out doctrines. The prevailing 
attitude held that Vietnam was a closed book and 
we ought to get on with other things. No one likes 
to concentrate on failure and America’s UW 
capability was the first to suffer. 

Officers commanding Special Forces or other 
UW elements of the post-Vietnam military found 
themselves in unpopular billets. Because of all 
the early hype and high expectations for Special 
Forces success in Vietnam, they became tainted 



Ventilated Hand Guard. 

# VHT 1140 . . .$14.95 


COMPACT!! 


Large pushbuttons provide quick, easy 
snap lock/release of swing arm and 
shoulder plate. Folds open with a 
positive-lock, NO-WIGGLE design. 
Folds down tight for storable, “go 
anywhere" firepower!! 


Huger 10/22* 
Folding Stock. 


Designed and manufactured 
exclusively by: 


EXCLUSIVE!! 

The only all-plastic 
folding stock available 
for Ruger’s 10/22*. 
Includes laser pistol grip 
#FSJ 1111 ... $56.95 


RAM-LINE 


406 Violet St., Dept. 3F8 
Golden CO 80401 


Bipod. 

#BP 1025 

$ 11 . 00 ** 


Send SI.OO for catalog and “secret 91 of 
reassembling any Ruger Mark I or II* 
in 60 seconds or less!! 


*A registered trademark of Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc 
*‘Suggested retail, not included with stock. 


AUGUST 85 


SOLIHER OF FORTUNE 139 












Explosive 

Materials 


a o 


#120 WEATHER- 
PROOF FUSE 
IGNITER (M60). 

U.S. Military pull Igniter 
for all weather use (or 
underwater use if sealed). 
A pull on the pull ring 
releases the striker assem¬ 
bly, allowing the firing pin 
to drive against the primer, 
which ignites the fuse. 
Reusable. 

Price: $14.95 


#126 CANNON FUSE 
Heavy lacquer coatings 
insure complete water¬ 
proofing and steady burn¬ 
ing under the worst con¬ 
ditions. Four component 
powder core formulated 
to provide excellent side 
spark and end spit with 
an average bum time of 
29 seconds per foot. 3/32* 
diameter. 

Price: 50' coil $9.00 ea. 



#128 ELECTRIC 
MATCH. 

Commercial product. 
Used for ignition of pyro¬ 
technic and other devices 
by electrical means from 
a remote position. A very 
versatile ignition device. 
May be fired with a bat¬ 
tery or our #129 Clacker. 
Price: Box of 10 $19.95 


#129 CLACKER (M57). 
Military firing device. A 
squeeze of the handle 
produces a 3 volt electric 
pulse of sufficient energy 
to fire one electric blasting 
cap. No batteries required. 
Reusable thousands of 
times. Waterproof. Com¬ 
pact and light weight. 
Price: $32.50 


MANUALS 

#761 Demolition Materials.$8.95 

#764 Military Explosives.$12.50 

#765 Explosives & Demolitions . . . $9.95 


ORDER FORM 


#120..$. 

#126...$. 

#128... $. 

#129...$. 

#761.S. 

#764.. $ 

#765.$. 


TOTAL $. 


Shipping & Handling: Add $3.00 
Catalogue: $2.00.Free with order. 


Name 


Address 

"SitT State Zip*" 

0 I enclose my check or money order for $- 

Or please charge to 0 Visa 0 MasterCard 


Account Number 


Exp. Date 


Signature 


Phoenix Systems, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3339-B 
Evergreen Colorado 80439 
Phone: 303 674-2653 


as losers. Promotion opportunities were reduced 
and many of the UW specialists left the service or 
treaded water until retirement by keeping a low 
profile. Warriors were replaced by military man¬ 
agers and the bureaucratic ticket-punchers began 
to shape the future of the Army. Throughout the 
military establishment UW was going out of style 
and the less said about it the better. 

Ironically, the U.S. cutback in UW capabilities 
came just as the Soviets were displaying a new 
interest in the subject. In the 1970s, the last spasms 
of decolonization shook the Third World and the 
one-time revolutionary movements came to power 
in most of black Africa and the Middle East. 
Soviet influence in these areas was waning from 
strong to symbolic because the new leaders of the 
Third World had found their aid more valuable in 
seizing power than in maintaining it. To compen¬ 
sate, the Kremlin adopted a global strategy of 
support for terrorist, separatist and revolutionary 
movements seeking to upset Western equilibrium. 

The strategy was designed to nibble away at the 
peripheries of the developed world and erect a 
new Iron Curtain around America and her allies. 
Using the Third World as a battleground, it was 
relatively cheap for the Soviets. They stood to 
score huge gains with little risk and if the pressure 
got too heavy, the Kremlin UW experts simply 
pulled out and started up again elsewhere. 

The new Soviet emphasis on UW is also borne 
out by the increasing importance being placed on 
Spetsnaz troops within their military. Designed 
for deep penetration of NATO lines, Spetsnaz 
forces have been used regularly in covert mis¬ 
sions to eliminate Soviet opponents in the Third 
World. 

Despite such evidence of a need for effective 
COIN assets in the U.S. military, the Special 
Forces were viewed as a pariah after Vietnam. 
Washington ordered the soldiers, sailors and air¬ 
men back to preparing for a nuclear exchange or a 
conventional conflict in Europe. 

These days there is a growing realization — in 
the face of a communist insurgency in Central 
America — that America needs more UW assets 
in the arsenal. As a result, special warfare units 
are receiving a welcome shot in the arm. New 
command and control reforms and increased 
force levels have been authorized but much more 
needs to be done before we are ready to effective¬ 
ly counter a communist insurgency in the Third 
World. It won’t be easy. 

A decade has passed since the war and it’s 
difficult to understand why even the most dis¬ 
gruntled survivors would refuse to confront the 
threat posed by low-intensity conflict around the 
world. That requires an analysis involving both 
military psychology and sociology. 

There remains a Vietnam hangover in the mili¬ 
tary that prompts some leaders to believe guerrilla 
wars are unwinnable. That view is clearly preva¬ 
lent among influential members of Congress and 
the public sector. The situation is complicated by 
a spate of military officers engrossed in the ticket- 
punching, careerist routine who are fighting the 
resurgence of UW forces because they fear being 
shunted into the backwaters by a “new elite.” 

There is also a more impersonal aversion with¬ 
in the military for elite units which continues to 
haunt Special Forces, Navy SEALs and airmen 
involved in UW with the USAF’s Special Opera¬ 
tions Wing. Uniformed critics claim the high 
visibility and glamor of such units serves to skim 
the cream of the enli sted crop and robs other units 
of talent. 

Other problems are caused by lack of an effec¬ 
tive lobby to support UW units during Congres¬ 
sional budget deliberations. Special operations 
require mobility and superior training with little 
emphasis on exotic, expensive hardware. That 


makes them less than popular with lobbyists rep¬ 
resenting high-tech military manufacturers. And 
there is a prevalent attitude among some influen¬ 
tial legislators that too much emphasis on UW 
units may prompt military leaders to urge their 
commitment in order to justify their existence. 

None of these concerns over massive expendi¬ 
ture of either money or manpower are really 
valid. The U.S. spends only 26 cents out of every 
100 defense dollars on UW and COIN. Despite 
Administration commitment to UW capabilities, 
the FY 1985 budget will show a decrease of .01 
percent — down to only .25 percent of the de¬ 
fense stipend. This decrease comes from a cut¬ 
back of funds earmarked for UW by the Army. 
Only the Navy will continue to spend the same on 
UW — .13 percent of their budget allocation. 

Out of more than 2.2 million men and women 
underarms, a mere 14,081 are in UW units. The 
Army has 8,331 people committed, the Navy 
1,550 and the Air Force 4,200. The total amounts 
to less than .7 percent of the combined U.S. 
Army, Navy and Air Force strength. An addition¬ 
al 17,526 troops can be counted on the reserve 
rosters. That means a grand total of less than 1 
percent of active duty military personnel are reg¬ 
ularly trained to fight the kind of war in which the 
U.S. is most likely to become embroiled in the 
future. 

The situation at the top of the military heap 
does not seem conducive to reform in the UW 
community. The U.S. was entangled in Southeast 
Asia for more than 10 years but relatively few 
influential senior officers have practical UW ex¬ 
perience. Only four Air Force generals and 10 
Army generals have been involved in COIN ops. 
There are no Navy admirals with UW experience. 
What experience is available in these rarefied 
levels of command is not being applied to UW 
resources. The highest-ranking Air Force officer 
in charge of a UW unit is a colonel, in the Navy a 
captain and in the Army a major general. 

Fortunately, such dismal statistics don’t extend 
to current U.S. allies. Six British generals in a 
military approximately one-sixth the size of 
America’s have UW backgrounds from time 
spent with the Special Air Service or the Royal 
Marines. The Israelis have an even better record. 
Between one-half and two-thirds of all Israeli 
general officers in all branches of the military 
have experience in UW operations. 

In the American military, this disparity can be 
blamed on the nature of the unconventional war¬ 
rior. He is generally a strange breed of cat who 
does not function well in the bureaucratic atmos¬ 
phere of the U.S. military command structure. 
These men can rarely make an effective transition 
from field soldier to Pentagon paper-shuffler. 
Faced with that potential as a prerequisite for 
advanced rank, many UW officers either retire or 
content themselves with duty that keeps them out 
of the fast track. 

There is little visible effort to bridge the gap 
between conventional military leaders of the fu¬ 
ture and their UW brethren. Instruction in UW or 
COIN ops at senior military schools is sadly lack¬ 
ing. The Air Force leads the services in hours of 
UW study required at command and staff schools 
while the Army, Navy and Marine Corps require 
less of officers more likely to be closely involved 
in the prosecution of unconventional warfare. 

It’s been said many times in the past, but the 
U.S military needs a major revision in both 
strategic thinking and organization for unconven¬ 
tional warfare. An effective military capability 
for the future demands that we avoid both the 
tempting feast of preparing for conventional con¬ 
flict and the famine being suffered by our uncon¬ 
ventional warfare units. 

It won’t be a popular move but our military will 
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have to face the realities revealed in Vietnam. 
They will have to realize that American setbacks 
in the Third World are not likely to undermine the 
security of the Western world but a series of 
losses in such situations might do just that. The 
ability of either superpower to win a series of 
protracted brush-fire wars may mark a shift in the 
global balance. 

Unless there is a shift in our military toward 
effectively and realistically handling such confronta¬ 
tions, we may find ourselves forced into much larger 
— and more disastrous — conflicts.^ 


BLACK JACK 
SCHRAMME 

Continued from page 77 

with his glad-handing of the meres. 

“I realized that such ‘replacement’ meant a 
certain death to myself, my white men and my 
black Katangese,” Schramme says. “1 knew that 
shortly before our meeting in Kinshasa, 31 Euro¬ 
pean mercenaries, recruited by Belgian staff 
officers in Brussels on orders by Mobutu, were 
murdered on his command shortly after their 
arrival in Kinshasa.” 

Katangans in Schramme’s old command par¬ 
ticularly despised many of the ANC troops with 
which they had been merged. They were general¬ 
ly dissatisfied since Tshombe’s second fall from 
power and eventually hatched a plot to overthrow 
Mobutu. It was led by Rene Clemens, a sociology 
professor, and Mario Spandre, who helped Clem¬ 
ens draft a constitution for an independent Katan¬ 
ga in 1960. Led by several foreign meres who had 
received ANC commissions, the Katangans muti¬ 
nied in 1966. Among the foreigners killed in 
subsequent fighting was Commandante Wauth- 
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ier, a reputed member of the Belgian secret ser¬ 
vice who had acted as a liaison between Tshombe 
in exile and Schramme’s forces. 

Schramme returned to his headquarters in the 
forests of Yumbi and claimed neutrality in the 
revolt that involved so many old compatriots on 
both sides. Other accounts of Schramme’s activi¬ 
ties during this period say he was also planning to 
attack the ANC and Mobutu. Whatever the case, 
Schramme’s fears for his Katangan followers 
were realized shortly after scores of them 
accepted an offer of amnesty made by Mobutu. 
Those who surrendered were executed. Some 
reports indicate the killings were carried out by 
ANC troops under the command of Denard, the 
mercenary who had remained loyal to Mobutu in 
this particular coup attempt. 

Mobutu quickly abolished parliament and 
assumed all power in the Congo. The number of 
provinces was reduced from 21 to 12 and the 
cities with European names were rechristened. In 
1967, Mobutu outlawed all political parties ex¬ 
cept his own and that prompted yet another plot 
involving mercenaries. 

Denard and other ANC officers devised “Plan 
Kerille” to overthrow Mobutu. Schramme indi¬ 
cates the plan “had approval of the Belgian gov¬ 
ernment at the highest levels.” In fact, says 
Schramme, Belgians designed the scheme. 

“Belgian staff officers of the highest rank drew 
up the plan for this coup d'etat . I can prove this. 
Accordi ng to this plan, Denard and myself should 
attack the ANC on 1 July 1967.” 

The American CIA — most likely through 
agents active in the mercenary forces — learned 
of the plot and decided to help foil it since the 
U.S. continued to back Mobutu. The Agency 
informed him about details of the Plan Kerille and 
the plot mysteriously began to unravel. The con¬ 
spirators — including Schramme — grew under¬ 
standably nervous. 

Six weeks before the scheduled start of Plan 
Kerille, Maurice Quintin, a Belgian, visited 
Schramme’s headquarters at Yumbi. He told 
Schramme that he had been sent by Tshombe in 
Madrid with orders to initiate the attack against 
the ANC earlier than planned. Quintin indicated 
Schramme’s unit was to take the town of Goma at 
the beginning of June, a month earlier than 
planned. 

Schramme did not trust Quintin. Following a 
violent argument in the officers’ mess at Yumbi, 
Schramme shot Quintin with a rifle. He ordered a 
subordinate, Roger Rodrigue, to administer the 
coup de grace with his pistol and Quintin’s body 
was thrown into the nearby Lowe River. 
Schramme held off and prepared his unit for the l 
July D-Day. 

Tshombe had planned to secretly return to his 
country just before Plan Kerille began but he was 
kidnaped — probably by CIA operatives — on 30 
June 1967 and flown to Algiers where he was 
jailed. He died in prison on 30 June 1969 without 
ever returning to the Congo. 

Schramme, unaware of Tshombe’s kidnaping, 
kicked off his part in Plan Kerille on schedule. 
His Leopard Battalion pushed through to Buka- 
vu, where he made Colonel Leonhard Mongo 
declare a counter-government. Bukavu came 
under heavy siege from the ANC. Schramme first 
caused heavy losses to Mobutu’s army, which 
outnumbered him greatly, and then fell back tak¬ 
ing nearly 2,000 men — white and black soldiers 
as well as refugees — with him. He led the group 
into safety in neighboring Rwanda on 5 Novem¬ 
ber 1967. 

Although Schramme’s forces did very well in 
this coup attempt, which became known as “the 
Mercenaries’ Revolt,” the action ultimately 
failed and all the meres were forced to flee the 


Congo. The whites were repatriated to Europe, 
the blacks to Angola. All mercenaries had to sign 
a statement for representatives of the Organiza¬ 
tion of African Unity indicating that they would 
never again set foot on African soil. Schramme 
returned to his family mansion near Brussels in 
1968. 

“On arrival in Belgium, 1 had three black 
children with me whose fathers died in the ulti¬ 
mate battle against the ANC. 1 would not leave 
them behind in the Congo. One Belgian official 
intended to return them immediately into Mobu¬ 
tu’s hands — a certain death — because they did 
not have one single official document on them. 
Therefore I adopted them ... officially as my 
sons. 

“Back in Belgium, Rodrigue tried to extort 
money from me,” Jean Schramme says. “He 
argued that I still owed him a couple of months’ 
pay, which was absolute nonsense. 1 refused, and 
then he went to Quintin’s widow with the story of 
the execution. In court, I immediately admitted 
the execution, for which I had my reasons. Quin¬ 
tin was a spy for Mobutu. Attacking Goma would 
have meant straight suicide for us. For we knew 
that the ANC was waiting for us there in ambush. 
The execution of Quintin was the execution of a 
traitor.” 

Schramme remains convinced he has done 
nothing wrong. “What I’ve done was right. And I 
was even fully authorized to do so. Mobutu him¬ 
self had given me absolute powers in the Man- 
iema district. And I was, at that particular mo¬ 
ment, officially an active colonel in the regular 
Armee Nationale Congolaise. 

“My release from jail in Belgium and the 
handing back of my passport was a sort of a 
compromise between the Belgian Ministry of Ex¬ 
terior and myself. I was given permission to leave 
the country after 1 had promised to keep my 
mouth shut about the Congo business. Many 
high-ranking people in Brussels knew very, very 
well how many incriminating documents I had in 
my possession about Belgium’s secret role in the 
Congo offensives. 

“I still have those documents nowadays. They 
are safely locked away somewhere, together with 
the manuscript of a book, in which 1 expose the 
behind-the-scene actions of Belgium fully. 1 still 
wait to get it published. 

“The head of the Belgian State Security, Mr. 
Caeymaex, wanted my head in 1968. My release 
was finally due to top officers, who pushed their 
influence through in my favor. Especially the 
military judge advocate in those days, Mr. 
Samuel, criticized Caeymaex heavily.” 

When Schramme was released from jail, he 
went with his three adopted children to Portugal. 
There, at Oliveira do Sul, he started a chicken 
farm. “While living and working in Portugal, I 
could read in the papers how I was involved in 
several coups in several African countries,” 
Schramme says with a bitter laugh. “If there was 
trouble somewhere in Africa, my name was 
linked up with it.” 

The former mercenary leader had trouble get¬ 
ting his roots into Portugese soil and yearned for 
the tropics. “1 went to Brazil for the first time in 
1972,” Schramme says, “a sort of reconnais¬ 
sance tour, if you want, to see whether I might 
find a good place for farming. From Brazil, 1 
traveled to Paraguay, where 1 worked as an em¬ 
ployee on a plantation not far from the Brazilian 
border. I finally returned to Portugal, sold my 
chicken farm and with the money I’d inherited 
from my deceased father I decided to emigrate to 
Brazil in 1974.” 

Schramme arrived in Rio de Janeiro on 19 
February 1974. He traveled to the Mato Grosso 
and settled near the town of Rondonopolis, where 
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he began to farm cattle. After marrying a Brazil¬ 
ian woman who bore him three children, 
Schramme became entangled in a legal battle to 
obtain permanent resident status and legalize his 
marriage and family in Brazil. He was granted the 
privileges of a permanent resident in 1981 but 
Black Jack Schramme’s troubles were far from 
over. His role in the Congo continued to haunt 
him. 

His name was continually linked with all sorts 
of obscure activities in different South African 
countries and Schramme blames the Belgian gov¬ 
ernment for the harrassment. “The Belgian State 
Security, for example, leaked reports to the Bel¬ 
gian press in which they said I was thrown out of 
Brazil in 1976. According to their reports, I had 
then moved to Bolivia, where I was leading a 
paramilitary security organization, the Servicio 
Especial de Seguridad. My name was coupled 
with former SS members, even with Klaus Bar¬ 
bie! The same reports stipulated that in Bolivia, I 
was nicknamed El Tigre , because of my reputa¬ 
tion in torture techniques. And this while I stayed 
and lived all the time with wife and children at my 
farm near Rondonopolis. From 1974 till now, I 
have not even set one single foot outside Brazil/’ 

Fighting to keep Schramme in Brasilia is his 
lawyer Francisco Backx van Buggenhout, 72, 
also a Belgian native. “The extradition agree¬ 
ments between Belgium and Brazil are only in 
force when civil crimes are concerned,*’ he says. 
“In Schramme's case, political and military mat¬ 
ters are concerned. So my client simply cannot be 
extradited by Brazil, the fact that he is legally 
married with a Brazilian and has children with her 
not even taken into account.” Meanwhile, if any¬ 
one expects Schramme to apologize for his activi¬ 
ties in the Congo and throw himself on the mercy 
of a court, they will be disappointed. 

“No, I do not have any regrets” Schramme 
says. “What I’ve done was right, and I should do 
exactly the same again under the same circum¬ 
stances. We have saved thousands of black and 
white lives. I could have been naturalized auto¬ 
matically and taken up the Brazilian nationality 
through my marriage in 1980. But I didn’t. I 
stayed Belgian. I knew that an extradition request 
was on its way. 1 could have fled the country. But 
I didn’t. I stayed. 

“Anyhow, it’s becoming time that they set me 
free. Since October I’ve not been in fresh, open 
air. The food in prison is not too bad, the guards 
are correct, and I can even watch television in my 
cell. But at home, an enormous amount of work is 
waiting for me. Last year I lost all my cattle in an 
epidemic. 1 am completely broke. The debts with 
my lawyer have mounted to some $40,000. 1 
hope I can settle them later. My lawyer is busy 
translating one of my books in Portuguese. He 
will get the earnings.” 

Black Jack Schramme suddenly speaks softly, 
looking at some family pictures above his prison 
bed. “Yes, I miss my wife and children terribly. 
But I have no regrets.” 5? 


CHAPTER ONE: 

THE MODERN MERC 

“Mercenary” was a seldom-used, almost for¬ 
gotten word in 1960 when the Belgian Congo’s 
simmering socio-political caldron boiled over 
into bloody violence. Names like “Black Jack” 
Schramme and “Mad Mike” Hoare — now 
among the most famous of the profession since 
Xenophon led troops out of ancient Greece — 
prompted public indignation when they surfaced 
in the popular press as “soldiers of fortune.” 

As the war in the Belgian Congo grew more 



‘Mad Mike’ Hoare, like Schramme, is a 
small, precise man who has spent a lot of 
recent time in jail. Hoare was released from 
prison in May and Schramme hopes for the 
same fate. 

cruel and grisly, meres came to be viewed at 
worst as an archaic but necessary evil defending 
Western civilization and at best as a colorful, 
romantic lot who made a case for old-fashioned 
freebooting in a modem, constrained world. 

The three most famous mercenary-led forma¬ 
tions in the Congo were 5 Commando under 
Hoare, 6 Commando under Bob Denard and 10 
Commando under Schramme. At various stages 
in a confusing string of violent insurrections be¬ 
tween 1960 and 1967, these three units fought 
against the new Congolese government, then as 
formations of its army (ANC) and finally as 
opposition forces in an abortive coup. 

Schramme was the only mere leader of the 
period who was actually a resident of the Belgian 
Congo when independence was declared in 1960. 
Hoare is an Irishman who served in the British 
Army during World War 11 and then moved to 
South Africa, where he was an accountant, silent 
partner in a used-car business and safari guide. 
Trips in this last pursuit brought him on his first 
visits to future battlegrounds in the Congo and 
Rhodesia. 

Denard had served as a Marine in France and 
later worked as a policeman in colonial Algeria 
and Morocco where he was active in extreme 
right-wing political organizations. He was among 
the first mercenaries recruited when Moise 
Tshombe tried unsuccesfully to establish an inde¬ 
pendent Katanga. The French, probably seeking 
to usurp the weakened Belgian influence in the 
area, permitted 20 officers and several NCOs — 
including Denard — to resign and enter service 
with Tshombe. Such tacit support was nervously 
withdrawn after Patrice Lumumba was murdered 
in Katanga, but Denard and others remained as 
meres under the command of Roger Faulques, a 
former French Foreign Legionnaire. 

Schramme, Hoare and Denard played relative¬ 
ly minor roles in the Katangan affair compared to 
the fame they gained after the insurrection died in 
1962. Prior to that time there was a mutual dis¬ 
trust between English, French and Belgian mer¬ 
cenaries and Faulques sent Schramme into the 
hinterlands of Katanga. Schramme’s mission was 
to recruit and train young tribesmen as the nucle¬ 
us of his famed Leopard Group. Denard — 
Faulques' countryman — was chosen as the 
senior mere’s executive officer and took com¬ 
mand of Katangan forces when Faulques left the 
Congo in 1962. 

Hoare’s most notable feat during the Katangan 
secession period was a 1961 expedition of six 
meres he led into the bush under private contract 
to a South African businessman whose son had 
disappeared on a camping trip. Learning that the 


young man and a companion had been executed 
by Baluba tribesmen, Hoare’s group sacked and 
burned the village of Kalamatadi in retribution. 
Schramme’s Leopard Battalion fought the most 
significant action involving mercenaries in the 
secession during the Second Battle of Katanga at 
the end of 1962. After that he was forced to lead 
his troops to safety in Angola. 

By early 1963, the Katangan secession effort 
was dead. Schramme linked his mere command 
with Denard’s and they led the command to ref¬ 
uge in Angola. Bored with waiting for progress in 
the Congo, Denard opted out and joined his friend 
and former CO in Yemen where Faulques had 
secured a mere contract. 

By mid-1964, Tshombe had returned from ex¬ 
ile to become the Congo’s prime minister. When 
the Belgian-backed ANC was unable to put down 
what is now known as the Simba Revolt, 
Tshombe recalled some of the meres that had 
supported him in Katanga. 

Hoare was summoned from South Africa and 
commissioned to form a battalion of white merce¬ 
naries that officially became 5 Commando in July 
1964. Schramme marched his Leopard Battalion 
back into the Congo from Angola and it was 
officially commissioned as 10 Commando, com¬ 
prised mainly of Belgian mere officers and 
Katangan troops. Denard soon returned from the 
Mideast and joined 6 Commando, under the com¬ 
mand of a Colonel Lamouline, a Belgian regular 
who was assisted by a mere known as Comman¬ 
dant Protin. 

Belgium’s military presence in the Congo was 
clearly restored. That was most obvious in thg 
person of Belgian Colonel Vanderwalle, who 
commanded the ANC’s 5th Mechanized Brigade 
containing Hoare’s 5 Commando meres. It was 
Vanderwalle’s strategy — carried out primarily 
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Bob Denard fought for and against the 
Mobutu government in the Congo, but 
when a victorious Schramme needed help at 
a crucial moment the Frenchman failed. 

This led to ultimate defeat in the 
Mercenaries’ Revolt. 

by mercenary troops — that eventually led to a 
Congolese victory over the Simbas. 

After a temporary peace was restored in 1965, 
Vanderwalle was replaced by a General Delper- 
dange. Tshombe’s power base began to unravel 
and that led to his second exile from the Congo. 
There was also a significant shake-up in the Con¬ 
go’s mercenary formations. 

Before he was replaced, Vanderwalle had 
raped Schramme’s unit by removing about half of 
10 Commando’s 8,000 Katangans and organizing 
them into one ANC regiment of four battalions, 
each commanded by a white mere. These units 
were designated 11, 12, 13 and 14 Commando. 
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Lamouline and Protin in 6 Commando were 
ousted and replaced by Denard. Hoare resigned 
and was replaced as head of 5 Commando by John 
Peters, a former British regular who had served as 
a mere sergeant under Hoare and was noted for 
his bravery. 

In 1966 when General Joseph Mobutu, com¬ 
mander of the ANC, abolished parliament and 
made himself the sole authority in the Congo, 
plots began hatching immediately. Conspirators 
tried to recruit Hoare to lead a coup but he re¬ 
fused. Peters refused a 15,000-pound-sterling 
offer to lead 5 Commando in mutiny and told 
Mobutu of the plot. Only the disgruntled Katan¬ 
gans of 11, 12, 13 and 14 Commando were suc¬ 
cessfully recruited into the conspiracy. 

The revolt broke out 23 June 1966 when the 
Katangans seized about half of Stanleyville. They 
had expected mercenary support but Denard and 
his 6 Commando which was based around the city 
remained loyal to Mobutu. Schramme and 10 
Commando remained neutral at their post in Man- 
iema, although some accounts say he was prepar¬ 
ing to join the revolt. 

Unable to conclude the take-over attempt and 
under pressure from Denard’s 6 Commando, the 
Katangans withdrew toward Maniema. Peters led 
5 Commando into blocking position but did not 
attack the retreating rebels. They sought shelter 
with Schramme who advised them to ignore 
Mobutu’s offer of amnesty. Those who did not 
take his advice and surrendered were killed. 
Some sources indicate Denard’s 6 Commando 
troops carried out the executions. 

Suspecting Peters of double-dealing because he 
failed to attack the retreating rebels, Mobutu dis¬ 
banded 5 Commando in May 1967 and began to 
reduce the mercenary presence in his country. It 
proved to be a rash move. He counted on the 
proven loyalty of Denard. He did not count on his 
favorite mere joining what became known as the 
Mercenary Revolt, led by Schramme and his 10 
Commando. 

Confusion and fierce fighting plagued the Con¬ 
go during the summer of 1967. The revolt was 
brought to a head on 9 August when Schramme’s 
10 Commando surprised an ANC unit and cap¬ 
tured Bukavu. The world got a ludicrous look at 
the situation in the Congo when TV crews broad¬ 
cast film of routed ANC troops dropping their 
weapons as they poured over the border into 
Rwanda. It looked like the meres had the upper 
hand in the Congo. 

Unfortunately, 6 Commando was unable to 
complete its part in the revolt when Denard was 
wounded and forced to flee to Rhodesia in a 
stolen DC-3. Schramme, minus reinforcements 
he expected from Denard’s unit, could only hold 
Bukavu in a tactical stalemate. Denard was able 
to reorganize and did open a second front, recruit¬ 
ing 13 meres in France to lead a campaign from 
Angola in mid-September. But Denard’s men, 
many mounted on bicycles, turned the effort into 
a farce. 

When it became apparent that Schramme 
would receive no outside help, the ANC launched 
a bloody attack on Bukavu and overran the city on 
5 November. Schramme’s 10Commando — 130 
white meres, about 800 Katangan troops and 
about 1,500 women and children —retreated into 
Rwanda where they surrendered their weapons 
and were briefly imprisoned. 

The white meres mostly returned to Europe and 
the Katangans became refugees in Angola, which in 
later years would see a similar bloodbath. Denard’s 
scraggly group fled to Angola also and prompdy 
disappeared. The infamous meres of the bloody 
Congo melted into obscurity leaving only the outline 
of the first chapter in the history of modem mer¬ 
cenary soldiers. — James L. Pate * 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 14 

required by a battalion’s 
machine-gun crews. Patches, bore 
cleaner and LSA oil are now in their 
pipeline. I hope this information will 
help some of you assemble your 
own repair facility and give others 
some ideas about the items we need 
donated to set up other small-arms 
repair stations. If a Salvadoran Army 
unit can demonstrate they have an 
armorer’s shed complete with tools 
and will send someone to the 
Maestranza for training, spare parts 
will be allocated to them. 

Send me the goods and I’ll deliver 
them in person. 

Peter G. Kokalis 
Military Small Arms Editor 
c/o SOF Magazine 


U SING 

THEIR HEADS... 

The Irish Army is trying something 
new. Instead of the old British 
M1944 helmet which has been in 
use for the past 18 years, the Irish 
are adopting a new ballistic helmet 
of Israeli design. 

The new headgear weighs 1.46kg 
and will stop an object with an 
impact velocity of 473 meters per 
second. The precise quantity of. 
helmets ordered has not been 
released, but it will probably not be 
enough to equip the entire Irish 
Army. The helmet has been issued 
to the new Irish 57th Infantry 
Battalion which is preparing to 
relieve the 56th Battalion as part of 
the UN peace-keeping force in 
Lebanon. Hopefully, the Moslems 
won’t get confused and start 
shooting at what they think is a new 
Israeli invasion. 


G olden 
brew... 

If you’re a fan of foamy Singha 
Beer from your service in Thailand, 
don’t expect to guzzle a gallon or so 
for old time’s sake on your next trip 
to Cambodia. The continuing 
Vietnamese occupation has put the 
beer that made Bangkok famous out 
of reach for all but the filthy rich. 

SOFer Alan Dawson tells us that a 
Western correspondent recently 
discovered that Thai Singha beer 
can’t be had for love nor money in 
Cambodia. The journalist didn’t offer 
love for a cold brew, but he did 
break out his wallet. It did no good. 
Stopping to quench his thirst in a 


town near the Khmer Rouge haunt 
of Battambang, he offered 
everything up to, and including, real 
U.S. dollars for a Singha. 

“It isn’t for sale for money.” The 
publican was adamant. “No riels, no 
piasters , no baht, no dollars. I sell 
Singha only for gold.” 


O PEN MOUTH, 

INSERT FOOT... 

Politicians who shoot from the lip 
can get in trouble over the most 
unlikely topics. A recent example is 
New York Governor Mario Cuomo, 
who drew fire from gun owners 
everywhere when he was discussing 
— of all things — a mandatory seat 
belt law. After Cuomo signed a bill 
requiring the use of seat belts on 
New York roads, his office received 
about 5,000 letters, 99 percent of 
them criticizing the governor for 
breaching personal freedom in the 
Empire State. In a follow-up 
interview on the controversial seat 
belt law, Gov. Cuomo 
acknowledged to a Los Angeles 
Times reporter that most writers 
“were offended.” Not knowing 
enough to quit while he was ahead, 
the reporter said Cuomo then smiled 
and remarked that the most defiant 
opponents to the new law were 
“NRA hunters who drink.beer, don’t 
vote and lie to their wives about 
where they were all weekend.” 

Not a shrewd political statement, 
Mario. The Coalition of New York 
State Sportsmen and the National 
Rifle Association’s Institute for 
Legislative Action immediately called 
a press conference at the Big 
Apple’s World Trade Center. 

Cuomo was denounced for his 
“most unforgivable and callous 
prejudice against those who choose 
to own guns and to hunt,” while his 
remark was characterized as 
“unjustified and intolerable.” 

In a personal letter to Cuomo, J. 
Warren Cassidy, Executive Director for 
the NRA’s Institute for Legal Action, 
said the governor’s faux pas “was a 
grave insult to NRA members 
everywhere, particularly to the more 
than 200,000 strong who reside in 
your own state.... Your scurrilous 
remarks about these decent, 
law-abiding citizens displays a gross 
ignorance of your constituents.... Our 
memories are long . .. much longer 
than yours appear to be. We will 
remember your words ... You will 
see for yourself whether or not NRA 
members vote.” ^ 
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FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 20 

General Purpose Machine Gun on 30 January 
1957. The vast majority of the total number of 
M60s produced (775,000 to 800,000) were 
manufactured by the Maremont Corporation, 
Saco, Maine. To their credit, Maremont always 
provided what the MilSpecs demanded and could 
never be faulted for lack of quality control. 

The gun is bad enough but the tripod is 
worse. With assistance from the Ballistic Re¬ 
search Laboratories at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, Bridge Tool & Die Works developed a 
tripod mount for the M60 designated as the 
T178E2. Fabricated mostly from aluminum, it 
was, at 25 lbs., relatively lightweight. 

A “soft-recoil” type, the tripod was designed 
to allow the gun to recoil against springs to 
reduce shock and upsetting momentum trans¬ 
mitted to the platform during firing. The Ger¬ 
mans used soft-mounts when the MG 34/42 
series guns were employed in the sustained-fire 
role. Their mounts were heavy and bulky, but 
incorporated telescopic sights. But the com¬ 
mand height (distance from the ground to the_ 
center line of the barrel) was so great that the 
gunner was dangerously exposed when firing 
the weapon, unless located behind fairly high 
cover. The M60 tripod addressed this problem 
by providing an adjustable command height 
with a minimum of 12 inches. The gun was 
retained only at the pintle position and all 
traversing and elevation controls were located 
at this point 

It was type-classified as the M91 tripod 
mount. U.S. Army TM9-1005-224-12, dated 
March 1959 is entitled, “OPERATION AND 
ORGANIZATIONAL MAINTENANCE 7.62- 
MM MACHINE GUN M60 AND 7.62-MM 
MACHINE GUN MOUNT M91 ” Page 3 car¬ 
ries a large illustration of the M60 mounted on 
the M91 tripod. However, the M91 tripod was 
never issued. 

A small article in the January 1959 issue of 
The Army Reservist stated that when develop¬ 
ment of the M60 and M91 commenced there 
had been a requirement “for a general purpose 
machine gun and mount that would satisfy the 
needs of both the Heavy Weapons Company 
and the Rifle Platoon.” The article goes on to 
say that this resulted in a tripod which was 
“heavier than the gun, was difficult to place in 
position, operate and maintain. Reorganization 
under ROCID [Reorganization of the Current 
Infantry Division] eliminated the requirement 
for the M91 Mount.” 

Since a requirement still existed at the pla¬ 
toon level for a tripod to serve for both offensive 
and defensive operations, the United States 
Army Infantry School recommended that the 
M2 tripod (used with the Browning M1919A4/ 
6 light machine guns) be adopted as an interim 
mount for the M60. Adapters were added to the 
pintle and T&E mechanism which increased 
the total weight to 17.7 lbs. A new pintle was 
eventually designed and the tripod type- 
classified as the M122. 

What does all this bureaucratic bunkum 
mean? What really happened? During endur¬ 
ance testing at Aberdeen Proving Ground, the 
M91 tripod literally self-destructed. The M2 tri¬ 
pod is not adjustable for command height (14 
inches with the M60), requires the gun to be 
attached in two places, is not a soft-mount and 
necessitated a change from the excellent can¬ 
vas and rubberized 100-rd. belt pouches to the 
insubstantial T4 cotton bandoleer. It was only 
selected in desperation at the last moment as a 


temporary solution. No other tripod was ever 
designed for the M60. 

It’s just as well. There’s not much use for a 
general purpose machine gun to fire either from 
defilade or lay continuous fire down fixed lines 
on an MLR (main line Of resistance) or infiltra¬ 
tion point. You need a water-cooled gun for 
that. As long as there was ammunition and 
coolant the Browning M1917A1 could con¬ 
sume 36,000 rounds and 7.5 gallons of water 
per hour. No GPMG is capable of that kind of 
firepower. 

The M60 was 10 long years and millions of 
dollars in the making. It’s too bad we didn’t get a 
weapon worth all that time and money. It went 
with us to Vietnam where its many serious de¬ 
ficiencies became apparent. Unfortunately, it is 
still used in combat by many of our allies, includ¬ 
ing El Salvador. For want of a quarter-inch, we 
might have had something on a par with 
the MG 42. ^ 

DE-BRIEF 

Continued from page 2 

tion efforts, the magazine picks up the costs of 
shipping and distribution. 

Nicaragua’s Freedom Fighters — whose need 
is greater than El Salvador’s military because of 
the cutoff of U.S. government funding — have 
received slightly more of the used military gear 
donated to SOFs special fund, about 16,000 
pounds. In addition, SOF training teams have 
visited the northern and southern fronts in Nicara¬ 
gua’s dvil war, providing instruction on indirect- 
fire weapons and field-expedient methods for 
anti-helo operations. One course included the 
donation and delivery of specialized equipment by 
staffers along with an SOF-produced and pub¬ 
lished training manual aimed specifically at bring¬ 
ing down an Mi-24 Hind helicopter, supplied to 
Nicaragua by the Soviets. 

Probably one of Soldier of Fortune s most well- 
known —and controversial—acts to help Nicara¬ 
guan Freedom Fighters was my decision to reprint 
and deliver to anti-Sandinista rebels copies of the 
CIA’s manual on guerrilla warfare. And then SOF 
offered its reward of $100,000 for a Hind pilot 
trainer or crew member to defect with a working 
model of the helicopter. I’ve increased that reward 
to $1 million. 

POUWMIAs 

Since March 1981, and continuing indefinitely 
into the future until all questions are resolved, Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune has infiltrated staffers across com¬ 
munist borders and spent over $300,000 to investi¬ 
gate reported sightings of U.S. military personnel 


City,” page 66.) An indirect benefit of these efforts 
was one of the first confirmed samples of the Soviet 
chemical warfare agent ‘Yellow Rain” brought out 
of Laos by SOF 

REFUGEE ASSISTANCE PROJECTS 

Medical personnel sponsored by Soldier of For¬ 
tune have treated thousands of civilian refugees 
and military personnel who might otherwise have 
received inadequate care — or none at all — in 
war-ravaged Southeast Asia, Central America and 
Afghanistan. The magazine and its ancillary ser¬ 
vices have assisted in the procurement shipping 
and distribution of medical supplies and equipment 
conservatively valued at $4.5 million. 

MISCELLANEOUS PSY OPS 

The $1 million reward for a defecting Hind helo 
pilot/crew from Nicaragua to defect is not SOFs 
only effort of this kind A reward of $10,000 in gold 
still stands for any person offering information lead¬ 
ing to the live return of Idi Amin to Uganda to stand 
trial for numerous crimes against his own people. 
Another outstanding reward is for $100,000 U.S. 
to the first ComBloc pilot who defects with a work¬ 
ing aircraft armed with chemical or biological 
weapons. 

THANKS, READERS 

In celebrating our 10th anniversary, Soldier of 
Fortune and I thank our readers and advertisers. It 
would impossible for the staff to “go and do” 
without your loyal support, which has helped the 
causes of freedom in far. forgotten comers of the 
earth. 

SOF would like to have done more: More to 
help the Karens fight for independence from the 
oppressive Marxist regime in Burma More training 
and assistance is desperately needed by the Free¬ 
dom Fighters of Afghanistan and Central America, 
by the anti-communist movements of Angola, 
Mozambique and Ethiopia, Cambodia Laos and 
Vietnam. The need was great when SOF printed its 
first issue and the need is greater now. Our 10th 
anniversary observance — inasmuch as it should 
be shared by all of you who made it possible — 
should be an occasion for all of us who believe in 
freedom and believe it is worth the fight to rededi¬ 
cate ourselves to the many causes and redouble 
our efforts. With such a common resolve, who but 
God knows what good can be done in the next 
decade, 

— Robert K Brown 


SOF PROFILES RKB 
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tial profit-makers. Through his acquaintance with 
Gen. Alberto Bayo, he became familiar with 
Bayo’s primer on guerrilla warfare. In 1960, he 


captured or MIA in Southeast Asia (See “Liberty 
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obtained a copy. Over the next couple of years, 
Brown had it translated into English and wrote an 
introduction for “ 150 Questions for a Guerrilla. ’ ’ 
He couldn’t find a publisher to accept it, although 
he was convinced of its marketing potential. 
Typical of Brown, he decided that if someone 
else wouldn’t do what he wanted, he’d do it 
himself. 

So Brown and a friend named Bill Jones got 
together to form Panther Publications in 1963. 
Brown had the company’s first book to publish 
and Jones had $400. One of its first headquarters 
was in a drafty mining cabin rented for $15 a 
month in Wall Street, an old ghost town west of 
Boulder. Brown remembers many days at work 
when it was well into the afternoon before it was' 
warm enough to take off his gloves. 

After an initial success with Bayo’s book — 
sans any royalty payments to the author (“Screw 
that old commie bastard and his royalties."’) — 
Panther began reprinting and selling Army field 
manuals and other available military publications 
about guerrilla warfare and other lurid subjects. 
While his company struggled on the brink of 
bankruptcy for 10 years. Brown used meager 
profits to commute and keep himself on the edge 
of the action. 

Reserve training interrupted his post-graduate 
studies in 1964 and Brown found himself back in 
uniform. After completing the Infantry Advanced 
Course and Airborne School at Fort Benning, 
Brown returned to Miami to keep tabs on the 
soldier of fortune set. He decided to link up with 
an operation aimed at spiriting refugees out of 
Cuba. South Florida at that time abounded in 
conspiracies for a Bay-of-Pigs-style invasion of 
Cuba. 

The Coast Guard routinely stopped and de¬ 
tained boats cruising off the coast and carrying 
enough fuel to reach Cuba, Brown and two gringo 
friends thought they could avoid the situation by 
taking a beat-up cabin cruiser to Key Largo, 
where they would rendezvous with Cubans who 
were bringing a cargo of fuel and weapons down 
from Miami in a car. 

Hanging out and drinking in a Key Largo bar 
which served as the set for many scenes in the 
Humphrey Bogart film of the same name. Brown 
and his friends waited for the Cuban connection. 
Finally Brown took a walk and spotted a parked 
car occupied by a Cuban he supposed might be 
their contact. Brown walked up, jerked open the 
car door and asked, “Do you have the guns?” 
The guy inside the car was interrupted in feverish 
jerking of something besides a car door. Brown 
slammed the door and walked away in disgust. 

“I took it as a sign,’’ he says. “I backed out 
right then. The Cubans finally showed up and 
they all took off for Havana. Their boat broke 
down and if it hadn’t been for two ponchos I gave 
them, which they jury-rigged as sails, they might 
never have gotten back.” 

By 1965, Vietnam was beginning to look like a 
lucrative endeavor for adventurers, even if most 
of them were wearing uniforms. Brown decided 
that Southeast Asia should be his next AO. He got 
a lead on a job with the U.S. Agency for Interna¬ 
tional Development while he was at Fort Bragg 
for reserve training in the Special Forces Officer 
Course. His USAID contact in Washington put 
him in touch with Sam Simpson, the USAID 
recruiter for Vietnam. Their discussions led to a 
State Department-paid trip from Denver to D.C,, 
where Brown sat still long enough for interviews 
and tests in January 1966. 

After he returned to Boulder, Brown got a call 
from Simpson saying the chances were good for a 
job. They discussed a three-year contract at 
$15,000 per year, with an additional 25-percent 
hardship duty allowance. Brown was notified on 


7 April 1966 that he had the job pending approval 
of his security clearance. A week later he was 
advised that “too many applicants with superior 
qualifications preclude your selection.” Brown 
remains certain that his Cuba activities were to 
blame for his failure to get the USAID position. 

Still determined to go to Vietnam, Brown re¬ 
quested Army active-duty status. He was still 
struggling to keep the ailing Panther Publications 
afloat while researching and writing a book 
documenting some 30 separate covert CIA opera¬ 
tions in southern Florida aimed at toppling Cas¬ 
tro. In his yet-unpublished manuscript. Brown 
applauds the CIA’s goals but voices outrage over 
CIA ineptitude in achieving them. 

While waiting for word on his request to get 
back into uniform, he returned to Miami in 
November 1966 and joined up as a “peripheral 
observer” with a group of Haitians, Cubans and 
Americans attempting to overthrow the right-wing 
dictatorship in Haiti. It was a failure and some of 
his mere buddies wound up in legal trouble, but 

In early 1967, Brown and other Miami buddies 
planned to highjack a Cuban fishing boat in order 
to exchange the boat and crewmen for two anti- 
Castro Cubans who had been jailed in Havana. 
The mission was subsequently aborted but that 
didn’t bother Brown. He’d been accepted for 
active service. % 

The Army officially recalled Brown as a captain 
on 9 December 1967. He was issued orders for 
Fort Bragg, where he entered training for the 5th 
Special Forces Group. Upon graduation, he was 
assigned to the 5th Group’s G-2 staff with orders 
pending for Vietnam. 

“I had planned on saying nothing about my 
suspected problem with my security clearance,“ 
Brown recalls. “I knew it took six months to 
complete an investigation and figured if they 
wanted to send me home after six months, then 
screw ’em. But I did feel like I should inform my 
CO of my controversial background since I was 
assigned to such a sensitive position. When they 
yanked my file, I was told I could not remain in 
SF.” 


Brown, standing third from left with 
Ruger Mini-14 and Craig Nunn, 
standing far right with Remington 
870 after Rhodesian fire fight, March 
1980. SOF had linked up with unit of 
RAR with U.S., Belgian and British 
foreign volunteers. 


Another element of mystery was added when 
Brown — who presumed he was being punished 
for some past indiscretion — was offered any 
school or post he wished. 

“I told them that all I wanted was to go to 
Vietnam,” he recalls. Instead, he was assigned to 
the G-3 staff of Bragg’s XVIII Airborne Corps and 
given command of the Advanced Marksmanship 
Training Unit. 

By 7 May 1968, bad-boy Brown had managed 
to win a letter of commendation from Lieutenant 
General Robert H. York, then commanding gener¬ 
al of the XVIII Airborne Corps. “It was most 
gratifying to learn that [Brown’s] team won 33 of a 
possible 56 awards during competition at Camp 
Blanding, Fla., on 30-31 March 1968,” the cita¬ 
tion said. 

Brown arrived in Vietnam before 1968 ended 
and was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 18th Reg¬ 
iment of the 1st Infantry Division. Despite the 
problems with his security clearance that got him 
kicked out of Special Forces only months before, 
the unit decided he should serve as their new 
battalion intelligence officer. Out of curiosity, 
Capt. Robert K. Brown, S-2, periodically 
checked with the Brigade Two-Shop regarding 
his clearance. He was repeatedly told he had an 
“interim clearance.” A more permanent clear¬ 
ance remained in limbo throughout Brown’s 14 
months in-country. 

Following the 1968 Tet Offensive, many regu¬ 
lar U.S Army battalions were positioned in a static 
defensive AO on the tactical avenues of approach 
around Saigon. In this tactical scenario. Brown’s 
task of providing his CO with advice on weather, 
terrain and the enemy wasn’t exactly exciting He 
worked his bolt to make contact with the district 
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CIA Phoenix Program and offered whatever help 
he could provide. This help was in the simple form 
of getting his battalion CO to provide a company 
of troops to assist the local Phoenix agents in 
ambushing large columns of Viet Cong. 

Once again Brown had emerged from a fall into 
the latrine smelling like a rose. He won kudos for 
doing work that his assignment indicated he offi¬ 
cially should not be doing. 

On 16 January 1969. James K. Damron, the 
CIA’s province coordinator for the project, wrote 
Brown a letter of appreciation which cited “out¬ 
standing contribution to the Phoenix Program in 
Gia Dinh Province.“ That citation lauded Brown 
for “planning and executing many successful op¬ 
erations against the Viet Cong in Thu Due” and an 
attitude and performance which “has gained you 
respect and admiration from personnel associated 
with the Phoenix Program. ’’ 

That was nice, but Brown still wanted to serve 
with Special Forces. He used the CIA commenda¬ 
tion as a lever to gain an interview with an old 
acquaintance and fellow Coloradan, Lieutenant 
Colonel John Paul Vann, a retiree who was then in 
Vietnam working for the State Department. 
Brown told Vann he was “tired of being a leg” 
and wanted to get back in SF. Vann wrote a friend 
of his. Colonel Harold R. Aaron, who happened to 
be CO of the 5th SFG, and within a week Brown 
had orders to take over as CO of team A-334 at 
Tong Le Chon. Vann wrote Aaron that Brown “is 

of particular interest-He is one of our leading 

experts on counterinsurgency.... Not covered in 
[Brown’s] resume was a period of activity related 
to the Cuban affair which was rather interesting. “ 

Bob still gets angry when he talks about his six 
months as an A-Team leader. He is convinced that 
his ARVN counterpart in the camp, a Captain 
Long, and the ARVN B-Team CO, Major Long 
(no relation) were conspiring with the Viet Cong 
and American soldiers to profiteer on the black 
market. Brown determined that his regular ration 
shipments for Montagnard Strikers were 10 per¬ 
cent short of specifications. And Capt. Long was 
selling the supplemental rations at highly inflated 
prices. But Brown stopped the supplemental ship¬ 
ments, thereby “breaking Long’s rice bowl,” or 
derailing the Vietnamese officer’s scam. 

Refusing to stand still for the rip-off. Brown 
complained to everyone in the chain of command 
who would listen. It reflected on his officer’s 
efficiency reports, but Brown credits the experi¬ 
ence as valuable in later life when he was strug¬ 
gling against similar odds to keep SOF going. 

“Capt. Brown had trouble establishing rapport 
and an effective working relationship with his 
[ARVN] counterpart, the Vietnamese Special 
Forces Camp Commander,” wrote Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles B. Cox. “As he explained to me, 
he did not trust the camp commander and was 
convinced that he was disloyal and involved in 
graft. Capt. Brown was counseled on the necessity 
for maintaining good working relations with his 
counterpart, but not much progress was made.” 

That’s not the way Brown sees it. He considers 
it progress that Capt. Long was later identified as a 
Viet Cong collaborator and shot. Before that hap¬ 
pened the turncoat ARVN officer managed to in¬ 
volve Brown in an errand that led to an ambush 
and 14 frag wounds from an exploding 82mm 
mortar round. Brown recalls that he woke from 
surgeiy and hobbled into his C-Team leader’s 
office yelling about his in-country counterpart 
being a VC. Nothing was done until Capt. Long 
tipped his hand. 

Completing his Vietnam tour as a political war¬ 
fare olficcr in Nha Trang, Brown returned to the 
U.S. to find himself ejected a second time from 

Continued on page 155 




renders the enemy insensible 


OPEN Reveals over 24” of 
high PSI wire. 

NOTE the mini garrote has 
undergone extensive testing 
and is combat ready. A Must 
For Your Arsenal! For imme¬ 
diate delivery Send Check or 

Money Order for $12.50 to: 

WAR ZONE 
P.O. Box 474 

New Hartford, N.Y. 13413 

US FATENT FEND. 


SOLDIER ©F PORTIJNE 149 


WAR ZONE INC. 
INTRODUCES 
THE MINI GARROTE 


i wind pipe compressor 




“THE 

G.I. 

ROAD 

TO 

HELL” 


ON VIDEO! 

106 Minutes of jungle fury! Combai savagery un¬ 
equalled in military annals. 

The Stillwell Road; Fighting for an inch of stinking 
jungle, 'Vinegar Joe' led legendary fighting men from 
defeat to victory. Merrill's Marauders. VTingaie’s Chindils, 
the Flying Tigers, RAF, Gurkhas, they built the impossible 
Burma and Ledo Roads. 

Fortress in The Sea: Corregidor, the rock’. . and 
the fighting men who just wouldn't cave in after months of 
savage bombarding. MacArthur swore, "I Shall Return’ . 
and kept his word From Guadalcanal the American fight¬ 
ing man battled his way back to Bataan and Corregidor in 
bitter island-hopping battles. 

The BaltJe of Manila: The enemy was ordered, "Hold 
Manila, or bum it!” And he did just that. Bizzare bloody' 
fighting in a baseball park 1000 heavy guns point blank 
against a 16th century fortress. 

Powerful glimpses of nightmarish battles, not for 
the squeamish. 

only 

Running time... 106 min. 

Specify Beta or VHS. $59.95 


Send to: RE ROE GROFE RLMS 
3100 Airport Ave.. Sanla Monica, CA 90405 

U.S and Canada, odd $2 50 shipping, foreign 
orders, add $3 50 CA res. odd 6'*% Soles Tax. 
Visa & Master - Include card no 8t expiration 

ORDER TOLL-FREE (500) 554-0561, ext. 925. 
in CaUf. (500) 432-7257, ext. 925. 


I SOF 10th Anniversary Sale I 


Ultra-Sensitive 

Micro-T ransmitter 


Save $30. Only$19’ 5 

This amazingly powerful microminiature FM transmitter (smaller 
than your thumb) can pick up whispers from 25 feet away, and 
broadcast every sound to an FM radio hundreds of feet away! 
Perfect for security monitoring, wireless microphone, baby minder, 
law enforcement, and much more. NOT A KIT - comes completely 
assembled & ready to use (battery, antenna, and tuning wand 
included Free). Limited, otter, while supplies fast. Only 1 to a 
customer. (Regularty $49.95.) Now, send SI 9.95 + 2.75 shipping 
($22.70). Foreign orders add $S. 


Telephone Recording Device 


Save $20. Only $9’ 5 

This tiny electronic marvel turns your cassette recorder into an 
efficient, automatic, and totally silent telephone recording system. 
Starts recorder when phone is lifted, records both sides of 
conversation with crystal dear fidelity, stops recorder when phone 
is hung up. Micro-unit measures only 1%"X1%"xV, easily 
Installed anywhere along phone tines. FREE wilh every XLP 
Recorder, or send only $9.95 + 2.75 shipping ($12.70). Foreign 
add $5.00. 


24 Hr Tape Recorder 


Save $100. 

Plus Free Phone Recorder 

Now you can record a full 24 hours on a single cassette tape! 
The fantastic new XLP 3000 dual speed portable tape recorder 
makes all other recorders obsolete. Two recorders in one: This 
amazing new cassette recorder can record and play alt your 
existing tapes at the standard speed. Then, flip the switch to the 
XtnMong play mode, and record up to 24 hours on a single 
180 cassette |6 hrs on a 60, 12 hrs on a 90, and 16 hrs on a 
120). Plus you'll save $100.00 (reg. $289.95) and get a FREE 
Phone Recording Unit. Send only S1B9.95 + 7.05 1st class 
shipping ($197.00). Foreign add $15.00. Limited offer, while 
supplies last. 

Items above come with a 100W money back guarantee. Giant 
catalogue of mindMowing space-age electronics & books FREE 
with every order (or send $2. for catalogue, Foreign $5). 

Universal Electronics, 15015 Venturi Bl., Dept. F8, Sherman 
Oaks, CA 91403. (818) 509-9124. 


JIMMY ULE 

"The Arkansas Knifesmith” 

Maker of the Survival Knife for the 
Movie “FIRST BLOOD” 


“Imitated But Unequaled'' 

Jimmy Lile, Rt. 1, Russellville, Ark. 72801 
501-968-2011 
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Quality 50/50 blend silk screened 

T-shirts 


Design No._ Size{ck) S M L XL 

QTY(ck)_ 

Color (circle): blk w/white; or beige, It. blue, It. 
yellow, white, hthr. grn„ ht hr. brn., hthr. grey. Colored 
shirts have black or appropriate dark design. 

Send $8 plus $1.25 post & hndl. to: 

“Real Designs” 

9239 N. Co. Rd. 27 
Loveland, CO 80537 
(Ptease allow 4-6 wks) 

(Colorado Res. Incl. 6% sales tax) 



MARTIAL ARTS 
SUPPLIES 


the world's largest martial arts 
supplier, has a new full-color catalog that's 
packed with hundreds of martial arts products, 
induding oriental weapons, uniforms, sparring 
pads, training gear, books, patches, and 
leisure wear. 


You can order from Century with confidence 
because every product is exclusively endorsed 
ty action fifm star Chuck Norris. And if you’re 
not folly satisfied with your purchase, you can 
return it in new condition for a foil refund. 


To get your catalog, send 52.00 to: 


Century Martial Arts Supply, Inc 
Dept. SOP 
1705 National Bh/d. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73110 



JEFF COOPER'S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 


THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 

Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun — All Levels 


“CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN 
CLOSE-RANGE INTERPERSONAL 
CONFRONTATIONS'’ 


As the originators and developers of modern 
smallarms technique, we constitute the fountain¬ 
head of the doctrine of personal weaponcraft. 

Twenty-four firing ranges, arm’s length to 1000 
meters — three indoor simulators — twenty-four 
expert instructors — seven qualified range 
masters — a complete gunumithy on the ranch. 

Our perfected training methods combine the 
discipline essential to safety with cordial, 
personal contact in an atmosphere of helpful 
comradeship. Our aim is to expand the individual 
self-confidence of each client to the point where 
he can enjoy a degree of peace of mind rarely 
known in today’s hazardous environment. 

Student-teacher ratio is never more than four-to- 
one In range work, and over half our tactical 
Instruction is conducted with one coach for each 
pupil. 

A SUCCESSFUL GUNSTTE GRADUATE 
IS SECURE AND IN CONTROL OF 
HIS ENVIRONMENT, 

Write Dept. R2 for information. 

Send $2.00 for API brochure. 
MASTERCARD/VISA ACCEPTED 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 

Paulden, Arizona 86334 

t) 



Offering 

My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


440 C 
Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work! 

13" overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 



Photo by Molhar 
Earth New* 


P Knives 

Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Parrish 
\922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hantd#r*»nv(llt*, NC 28739 
Phoo* {704} 6M-3466 
Send SAS6 tor more information 


M-16/A.R. 15 OWNERS 
CONVERT TO .45 OR 9 M.M. 
FOR ONLY *275.00 



The AJLC, weapons sytfcmean convert your M-16/AJt 15* to a dose 
quarter weapon. No modification to your weapon. Just drops on. No 
F.F.L. license required on upper receiver. (Also available as complete 
pistol) $ LOO for catalog cm MG.'s and silencers and parts. 

Inc* 

P.O. Box 26483, Prescott Valley, AZ 86312 
(602) 772-6959 

Class U Manufacturer. Dealer Prices Are Available. 

*It is necessary to register an A.R. 15 as short barrel rifle before 
installation of any barrel less than 16 inches. Check B.A.T.F. 



_ Must Prepare for War 

T8 BUMPER STICKER $2 

A bo logo* on CAPS 

CAPS&T-ShJrt8$9 ■^E ac h (mduOesp Ah) 

TShirts'Screened Front & Back; “No Cheap Charlie!" 1 
00 available if specified; STATTtSIZE & STYLE NO. 
For Overseas Air Mail add $2,25/item. 


mcA* porrrmni to : 

SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS lnc.[SLRI] 
1105 N. Main 5t. Suite 2A #2 
Gainesville. FI. 32601 _ 

W« Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirli 
Send $2 for Colofog [free with purchase] 
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BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
5TD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 /» lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 

i 

IljI 

Front & Back Protector-$150.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels .. . $27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


Scottsburg, OR 97473 


THE 


UUjlMAT&^m 

GAME 

•War/Combat Games 
•High Cash Profits 
•Full or Part Time 
•Selection of Guns 
•Washable Pellets 
•Complete Game 
Supplies 

For Dealer Info, write: 
THE ULTIMATE GAME 
P.O. Box 1856 
Ormond Beach, Florida 

32075 

P.S. Call us at: 

904/677-4358 


THE 

DEVIL’S DART 

An All-Steel Sleeve Knife 


ARM MODEL: 

7” overall, $65.00 

LEG MODEL: 

8" overall, $75.00 

Small but strong. 
Made from Parkerized 
tool steel or sand¬ 
blasted stainless steel. 
The blade is triangle 
shaped for strength 
and easy penetration 
and the handle is 
knurled for a sure grip. 
Completely hand¬ 
made, it comes with 
a nylon, elastic and 
velcro sheath. Can 
be worn on the arm, 
leg or upside down. 

Ready for immediate 
delivery. Include $5.00 
for postage and insur¬ 
ance. Can be shipped 
C.O.D. 37-page catalog, 
$3.00 

PAT CRAWFORD 

DEPT. S O F 
205 N. CENTER 
WEST MEMPHIS, AR 72 
(501) 735-4632 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions l.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types 

‘It he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors! 

SOLO AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil's Brigade I SO page catoloc 

Box 1625 Dept A I $1.00 
ElDorado, Ar 71730 | (Free with order) 


THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 

THE ONLY FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED ON THE 
BASIS OF ACTUAL MILI¬ 
TARY COMBAT EXPER¬ 
IENCE. 

• Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Col. Rex Applegate and Brit¬ 
ish Capt. W.E. Fad-bairn to be 
the successor to the classic 
Fairbairn-Sykes commando 
knife. 

• Custom double-edge blade 
of 154 cm stainless steel. 

• Critically acclaimed in 
reviews by AMERICAN 
BLADE. KNIFE WORLD, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 
GUNG HO AND GUNS 

FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 

Write for complete information 
on the history, manufacture, 
performance and exlusive 
combat features of this weapon. 

WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 
Rt. 1 Box 22B 





Special Forces training in the 
following areas: unconventional 
warfare ops; counter insurgency 
ops; survival techniques; pa¬ 
trolling techniques; special 
assault weapons and tactics; 
electronic security measures; fight 
and general purpose M.G.; exotic 
weapons and tactics; adjustment 
procedures for artillery and TAC- 
AIR, and much more. 

Courses Available: 7 days 
Basic Commando Course (BCC) 
Intermed. Commando Course (ICC) 
Advanced Commarido Course (ACC) 
Escape & Evasion (E&E) 

Survival Course (SC) 

Geographical Characteristics: 

Forest Terrain 
Average Temp. Day 75° 

Evening 60° 

For a brochure containing a com¬ 
plete list of all training and prices, 
write to the: 

Special Action Commando School 
P.O. Box 506, Pecos, New Mexico 
87552 Brochure $2.00 
(505) 757-6933 

1985 brochure supercedes all 
other information and brochures. 


SALES REPS 
WANTED 
Earn $50,000 
+ Part Time! 


Rep the world’s largest most 
successful security company. 

Sell exciting James Bond 
countersurveillance, security 
and communications systems. 

Your market for these much 
needed products includes 
police, governments, major 
corporations. 

$10,000 INVESTMENT 
SECURED BY INVENTORY 

Contact Mr. Parsons 
212-697-Si 40 

CCS COMMUNICATION 
CONTROL INC. 

633 Third Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 10017 
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Equip yourself with 
the best 
from the West 


developed the 1st 
and foremosl Brass 
Catchers in the world. 

Brass Catch¬ 
ers go on and off your 
weapon with ease, 
<AaS.S>. Brass Catchers 
save you lime and money. 

Brass Catchers 
collect your shells 
clean in your bag as you fire 
weapon. 

*4.£.<P. Brass Catchers 
Veep your Brass out of other 
shooters hair on the firing range, 
it leaves no tdl tale. 

Brass Catcher*are for 
sophisticated shooters. 
“BRAND NEW” 

If you are a soldier of fortune 
you need the Fire Power Ex¬ 
tension Devlct it may 
save your life. 

for US or Canadian 
information send 
2 US dollars, 
all foreign 
inquiries 
send 3 US 
dollars to: 
Glendale, 
Distributors 
P. O. Bo* 
7407 

Glendale, 

CA 91205 


THE LEADER IN 
NIGHT VISION SCOPES 



FEATURES: 

• 18mm First Generation Reconditioned 
Intensifier 

• Ruggedized Combat Oriented 
Construction 

• Newly Designed & Improved Eyepiece 
•.Muzzle Flash Protection & Automatic 

Brightness Control 

• 4x Optical System 

• Unique Quick Range Focus System 

• Weighs Only 3 lbs. (Smallest/Lightest 
of the Military Scopes) 

INCLUDES: 

• Night Sight 

• Front Filter for Daylight Boresighting 

• M1A/M14 & AR15/M16 Adapter Brackets 

• Newly Designed Carrying Case 

• Batteries (Replacements 
Available Over-the-Counter) 

• Manual 


CALL OR WRITE: 

Surveillance Target Acqusition 
Night Observation components 

P.O. BOX 6274 SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92412 USA 
714-882-5789/714-883-2728/TLX 675537 (STANO SBDN) 


PL#j« Contact our Etpori D»pt. 
about your tor*»g" requirements. 


Send $4 00 for 
Comprehensive Catalogs 
of our STANO Device* 



TIMBERSHEPHERD ™ 

TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen in S.W.A.T. Magazine November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine August 1984 
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"FRIEND AND PARTNER" 

Loyal •Intelligent companion for Family Protection 'Home 
•Field •“Patrol." 37.5 Timberwolf 62.5 German Shepherd 4th 
Generation hybrids taking 7 years to produce from North 
American Gray Timberwolves and German Import Shepherds. 

DO NOT CONFUSE The TIMBERSHEPHERD with the Vi 
wolf % shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a professionally trained working dog. 
KEENER SENSES of Sight -Hearing -Smell than any other 
domestic breed. 

LONGER LIFE SPAN over the Rottwieler -German 
Shepherd -or Doberman Pincher 
EVEN TEMPERAMENT Ideal for the family with small 
children. The TIMBERSHEPHERD is bred exclusively as a 
superior working dog — Devoted, Useful, Ufe Long 
Companion 

OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and moat 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currently in use by the U S. Dept of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program -Family -Home -Law Enforcement 
(Public or Private) -Operative -Whatever!!! -Full Health 
•Temperament -Hip Guarantees -Shipping — Worldwide. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-6A, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 
Brochure information includes color reprint of SWAT and 
Survival Guide magazine articles. 

SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS 



NEVER BEFORE 
OFFERED! 


Drilling fixture for converting the 
AR-15 to select-fire M16 using an 
original M16 auto sear. 

This fast, easy conversion works just like an 
original M16. 

★ ^Fool-proof fixture shows exact position of 

auto sear pin hole and guides drill for a 
precision fit every time. 

* Precision made from high quality tool 
steel, reusable. 

* Complete instructions included. 

• Used by professional gunsmiths to convert 
ARI5 to Ml6. 

FREE! M16 auto sear and pin 
included w I fixture 


Introductory 
Special, only 


$39.95 


3 or more 10% discount. No FPL required to 
purchase. BATF approval required before 
converting. Satisfaction Guaranteed or return 
unused within 2 weeks for full refund. Also 
available: Video cassette showing all the legal 
and easy ways of converting AR15 toM16, step 
by step plus history of weapon, full auto 
demonstrations and more. $49.95 ppd. VHS or 
BETA. 

Send check M.O. (add 3.50 for C.O.D.) to: 




CATCO 

316 California Ave., #341 
Reno, NV 89509. 707-253-8338 




now being used by law enforcement tactical teams. 
Utilizes an innovative continuous discharge aerosol 
design that empties in less than 30 seconas and will 
control an excess of 23,000 cu. ft. with strong CS type 
tear gas. Unlike old style grenades.“Clear Out” won't 
start fires and cleans up easily. 

"Clear Out" ® CS Grenade* *44 StM fo , 

3 pak - $38.94 lUppijig/kudiiaf 

6 pak - $66.00 

CASE (12) = $117.00 SAVE $38.78 

Shipped UJ*.S. only. Send check or H.O. (C.O.D. on 
6 or more only) to: 

Executive Protection Prodoct* Inc. 

316 California Ave. #341 

^^■1 Reno, NV 89509 707-253-7142^^— 


BELT BUCKLE 
VIETNAM WAR VETERAN 



"I won't apologize" and " Republic of 
Vietnam Service" on front;"/ served my 
country In war while others cut and ran 
from It" on back, along with a place for 
you to put your name and unit. Solid 
pewter, brass tip and American made. 
Send $16.00 postpaid, to Max Mekse, 
31 SO South St., Frultport, Ml 49415. 


TRAILBREAKER™ 

THE COMPLETE WALKING SYSTEM 



High tech hiking staff separates into 4 
modular sections adjustable from 36” 
to 56”. Waterproof hollow sections 
contain compass, camera mount, medi¬ 
cal kit, survival kit and more! Used full 
length it's a walking support, camera 
monopod, rifle brace, etc. Remove a 
section and it’s a walking cane, defen¬ 
sive nightstick, etc. Weight: 21 oz. 
Materials: T6063 Aircraft Aluminum; 
Brass Compass Cap; Nylon Wrist 
Strap. Money Back Guarantee! 

Send $49.95 (postpaid) to; 

LIFELINE INDUSTRIES 

Box 771 SOF, 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 

By the makers of LIFEKNIFE 


152 S&1.MER OF FORTtrNE 


AUGUST NS 




















































Numrich. ARMS 

CORP West Hurley. N.Y. 12491 


A 480 page, 2Vz lb. parts catalog, 
listing military, commercial, anti¬ 
que U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
The most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used by govt, agen- 


III Lite TVUIIVJ. WJWU jge.. 

cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
■- 1 -* catalog 

fc.95ppd. 


toward purchase of an 
item. 


ATTENTION 

VIETNAM VETS 

• Arc you amused by all the adulation paid to 
today’s young G.L? • Do you remember coming 
home to sneers,‘so what’s’, and spit? • Has a sixties 
draft dodgerapologized to you today because “he 
didn’t serve” (and you did)? 

One “Yes”? Two? Three? Then ‘troop’, - 
you' are ‘good-to-go’ with our 



“RVN Reaper’ 

T-Shirt Design 
All Tee’s top quality, 100% cotton. Sizes S-M-L-XL 

The “Reaper” is available: 
liManes White on Black 

or White on O.D. Green 

$9.25 plus :70C P/H, total $9.95. Please specify size 
and color. (Cal. Res. please add .60C Sales Tax). 

Send check or money order & all information to: 

Roger That" Inc. 

P.O. Box 39A25, Dept SOF, LA., CA 90039 


PRTWaCY ? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER... 

Best techniques ever published 
for creating COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Receive Confidential Mail — Safely 

■ Stay out of Government Filet 

■ How to Eliminate Negative Records 

■ Begin Creating Helpful New Records 

■ Hiding Your Assets 

■ Banking Alternatives 

■ Privacy from Texes 

■ “Low Profile” Secrets 

■ Hideouts; Deep Cover 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ How to “Disappear" 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU WAtf 
Don’t waltl Order TODAY! ONLY $14“„ 

EDEN PRESS • 11623 Slater “C" 
Box 8410-AP • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 



■YES! Send me PRIVACY. J 

^ Enclosed is 14.95 □ check □ money cnfqr, 

^ ;Cz» • residents please add 6% sales tax.) 

■ □ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE a 

Jwam*_ _ _ ■ 

wfcddrres _ ____ _ m 

- : - * 

i State__ ._ If p_J 


GIANT 

HEAVY DUTY 
INFLATABLE BOATS 

2 MAN $38 

3 MAN $50 

4 MAN $65 

Call Free 

Before Midnight For The Next 30 Days 

As part of an advertising test, Dunlap Boat Mfg. will 
send any of the above size boats to anyone who 
reads and responds to this test before the next 30 
days. Each Boat Lot No. (Z-26 PVC) Is constructed 
of tough high density fabric (resistant to abrasions, 
sunlight, salt & oil), electronically welded embos¬ 
sed seams, nylon safety line grommeted all around, 
heavy duty oar locks, 3 separate air chambers for 
extra safety (4 air chambers in 4-man), self-locking 
safety valves, bow lifting & towing handle and are 
recommended for marine, ocean and fresh water 
recreation, camping, fishing or a family fun boat. 
Each boat will be accompanied with a LIFETIME 
guarantee that it must perform 100% or it will be 
replaced free. Add $7 handling & crating for each 
boat requested, Dunlap Boat Mfg. pays ail shipping. 
If your order is received within the next ten days 
you will receive FREE a combined hand/foot in- 
flator/deflator bellows style pump for each boat re¬ 
quested. Should you wish to return your boat you 
may do so for a full refund. Any letter postmarked 
after 30 days will be returned. LIMIT three (3) boats 
per address, no exceptions. Send appropriate sum 
together with your name and address to: Boat Dept. 
#124-B, Dunlap Boat Mfg., 2940 W. Pico Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90006, or for fastest service from any 
part of the country call 1-800-824-9988 for Boat 
Dept. #124-B (Calif, residents call collect 
213-735*9363), before midnight seven days a week. 
Have credit card ready. 
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RUGGED 
RUCKSACK 

$*J2»9 

Special purchase at a 
great price! Military- 
inspired, this soft back¬ 
pack is compactly sized 
but its design lets you 
carry an amazing amount 
for hunting, day hiking, 
survival maneuvers. 
Entirely of sturdy olive 
drab canvas. Flap edges 
t, with webbing straps and metal 
buckle closures. 3 roomy outer pockets hofd canteens, 
trail food, compass, ammunition, etc. Reinforced ad¬ 
justable canvas straps feature shoulder pads for comfort. 
14x17x5". Money-back guarantee. 

We honor VISA and MASTERCARD. 

Call Toll Free 800-334-5474. 

Write for FREE Catalog! 

Dept. J-85 

P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 


BUGGED?? 


THE 

BUG 

HUNTER 

.. fast 
.. sensitive 
.. reliable 

only $ 99! 



Find hidden Radio transmitters (bugs) in your 
home, office or car! The BUG HUNTER zeroes in 
fast on concealed devices. Covers all the com¬ 
monly used frequencies in the 1 MHz to 1,000 
MHz range. Flashing LED light and soft audio.tone 
give an indication of distance to bug. Pocket-sized 
unit, complete with battery, antenna, instructions, 
and one-year Limited Warranty, only $99. (Add $2 
for Shipping & Handling.) 


COUNTERMEASURES 

P.O. Box R 

Blue RkJge Summit, PA 17214 
(717) 794-2548 

Send just $2 lor our Security Catalog of special equipment. Learn 
details about our audio cassette countersurveillance training pro¬ 
gram. Learn how to protect yoursell against wiretapping/hugging 
{Catalog is free with purchase of Bug /ocafor.) 


AUGUST 85 


SOMMER OP FORTUNE ft? 


SUPPLY LOCKER 
















































SUPPLY LOCKER 


10/22 



Call: 

(303) 

442-7021 


We carry a full line of 
quality products for the 10/22® 


Send $2.00 _ 

(Refundable ct 2500 C<nirjl Aip 

with order) IJMK ^ Dlpt g 

For complete ENTERpRlses 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 


Add $1.05 Hndl 



Model 

K-99-A 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully SatisPed!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT, BK-8-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


Be a DETECTIVE 


ANO EARN YOUR BADGE 


i*sr 


UCEMSC 

tNFORMAtlOK 



•AUOHO/VISUAi. 

PROGRAMS 


• UARNA 
EARN 

AT HOME _ 

NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 

Men - Women - Learn from theexperts. Train at homefor an 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will leam how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job, and 
much more. Diploma awarded. Equipment. Employment 
Assistance. 


EM. 1973 


“For An Education That Works" 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF ^NVEStIgA^On"! 
Box 191 SOF Hanover, Mass. 02339 > 

Ruth liao facts. Show mehow I can team at home. No obligation, f 
No talesman will call. I 


s 


THE CORPORATE IMAGE INC. 

ELECTRONIC 
COUNTERMEASURES 

AND 

SECURITY 

FEATURING 

INVESTIGATIVE PROFESSIONALS INC. 
WORLD WIDE INVESTIGATIONS 
& 

SECURITY 


FOR MORE INFO. & CATALOG 
SEND $10.00 - T.C.I. 

(313) 283-7270 - 2966 BIDDLE AVE. 

WYANDOTTE, Ml 
SUITE 117 48192 


YURIKA FOODS 

The perfect food to take on your next out¬ 
ing. No preservatives—needs no refrigera¬ 
tion — five year shelf life — net freeze 
dried — not dehydrated. Low in salt, 
sugar & calories. Just heat & eat. It also 
tastes great! Retort entrees • pasta • pota¬ 
to flakes • bakery products • coffee saver • 
white & chocolate milk mix • complete 
diet plan and more. I will ship to you any¬ 
where. Distributors also wanted. Earn ex¬ 
tra money selling Yurika Food. Call 312- 
646-1060 or send $2 for complete informa¬ 
tion package, to: 

YURIKA FOODS 

13038 S. BRANDON AVE. 

CHICAGO, IL. 60633 
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Special Forces. He" was assigned as CO of an 
Army Reserve Basic Training Company at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo., and that led to his eventual 
release from active duty on 30 April 1970, exact¬ 
ly five years to the day before Saigon and all of 
South Vietnam fell to the communists. He re¬ 
mained active in the Army Reserve and eventual¬ 
ly retired as a lieutenant colonel in January 1985. 

Brown returned to Boulder and found his pet 
Panther Publications in trouble. Brown bought 
out Bill Jones’ interest in Panther Publications for 
$ 1,000. He then sold half-interest in the fledgling 
publishing company for $5,000 to an old Florida 
buddy, Peder Lund, who had also been a Special 
Forces team leader in Vietnam. Brown and Lund 
renamed the company Paladin Press and con¬ 
tinued to reprint hard-to-get military manuals. 

For the next four years Brown supplemented 
his income with odd jobs, including construction 
laborer, private investigator and instructor at the 
Boulder Athletic Club, where he spent some 
nights sleeping on the massage table. Paladin 
Press, like Brown, was scraping by on a thin 
margin. He had completed his Master’s degree, 
done more work on his CIA-Cuba book and even 
contemplated an academic career. His applica¬ 
tion for a Ph.D. program in Boulder was voted 
down 3-2 by the CU staff. Brown says one profes¬ 
sor later told him the rejection was based on his 
outspoken, anti-communist, conservative politic¬ 
al views. 

The man who’d spray-painted “Viva Castro” 
on the chemistry building had come full circle. It 
was time to strike off in a new direction. 

In 1974, Brown made Lund a buy-or-sell offer 
for Paladin Press. Lund bought Brown’s interest 
for $15,000. Hoping to finish his book on the CIA 
and make a side-trip to an interesting little hassle in 
a place called Rhodesia, Brown accepted the cash 
and hit the road, headed for Spain. 

In Madrid, Brown hooked up with Mike Acoca, 
a former LIFE magazine writer then reporting for 
Newsweek. Acoca and Brown were friends from 
Cuba days and they planned to collaborate on 
Brown’s book. True to what was becoming fate 
for Brown, Lisbon erupted into civil violence on 
24 April 1974, and Acoca had to go cover it. 
Brown tagged along for a couple of weeks, but 
grew tired of the street marches and random shoot¬ 
ing. He took off for Rhodesia and a more intri¬ 
guing situation. 

Prior to leaving the U.S., Brown had tried to 
sell the idea for a stoiy on mercenaries in Rhodesia 
to America’s three most prominent men’s adven¬ 
ture magazines: True. Argosy and Saga. Two 
turned him down and the other never answered 
Brown’s query. He decided he could free-lance 
the story when it was complete. While in 
Rhodesia, an American mere told Brown of sever¬ 
al compatriots who were joining the Sultan of 
Oman to suppress a leftist insurgency. Brown de¬ 
clined an invitation to join them, but kept the 
information on the Sultan of Oman’s recruitment 
for future reference. 

Once back in Colorado, Brown immediately 
set out to do two things. One, he wanted to defray 
expenses from his trip, so he again tried to sell his 
piece on U.S. soldiers of fortune in Rhodesia. 
One editor told Brown “we’re trying to get away 
from that hairy-chested stuff.” 

“Hell.” said Brown, recalling the incident on 
the 10th Anniversary of Soldier of Fortune. “I 
thought hairy-chested was the naipe of the game 
for this type of magazine.” True reconsidered 
and paid Brown $750 for his article, but the 


magazine went bankrupt before his story was 
published. 

Brown’s other priority on returning to Boulder 
was to capitalize on the recruiting of meres for 
service to the Sultan of Oman. Bob wrote the 
Omani Defense Minister and soon received a 
40-page information packet that included terms 
of employment. He mimeographed the informa¬ 
tion and began advertising the recruitment packet 
in Shotgun News and similar publications. 
Brown got a respectable response, he said, until 
Newsweek reprinted his ad as part of a report on 
the recruiting of meres in the U.S. The postal 
floodgates opened and Brown eventually made a 
tidy $5,000 profit. 

Scores of rumors circulate every year that Bob 
Brown is in charge of this or that for recruiting 
mercenaries. Some of this wild speculation even 
gets into print. But the Sultan of Oman ad was one 
of only two times in his career when he has ever 
been investigated for violation of the Neutrality 
Act. Joel Lisker, now staff director for the Senate 
Subcommittee on Security and Terrorism, con¬ 
ducted an investigation of Brown after the Oman 
ads were published. He concluded that all Brown 
was doing was selling information. “It just 
looked like a way to make a quick buck to me,” 
Lisker said. 

The reponse to that advertisement and the 
financial collapse of the leading men’s adventure 
magazines in the early 1970s convinced Brown 
there was a void in the publishing marketplace 
that needed to be filled. He was also convinced 
there was a crying need for someone to herald the 
sacrifice and professionalism of America’s re¬ 
turning Vietnam Veterans. 

A linchpin in the survival of Soldier of Fortune 
was that Brown knew the Vietnam Veterans nev¬ 
er received due recognition upon their return. 
Brown’s unbending position remains that Viet¬ 
nam provided just as many heroes as did both 
world wars and Korea. “But how many Sergeant 
York or Audie Murphy stories did the news media 
give the U.S. public from Vietnam?” asked 
Brown. “None. My magazine has corrected 
that.” 

In late 1974, using his $5,000 from the Oman 
ad and the $750 from True, Brown began putting 
together a promotional brochure touting the con¬ 
cept of a magazine about mercenaries and profes¬ 
sional adventurers to be called Soldier of Fortune. 
He obtained additional funds from Colonel Alex 
McColl, another Army reservist who is SOF’s 
Director of Special Projects, and Don McLean. 
Brown bought out their interests after a year. 

He bought a mailing list from a gun magazine, 
sent out the promotional brochures in February 
1975 and waited. He had already decided he 
needed a $36,000 budget to keep the magazine 
afloat for one year and that he’d have to make that 
on the first issue. More than 4,000 Americans — 
mostly Vietnam Veterans — sent him $8 for a 
one-year subscription to Brown’s startling new 
magazine. Ad revenues put Brown over the top of 
his bottom budget line, but he was taking no 
chances on the possibility of a last-minute fold. 
For two months he rode around with subscription 
checks in a cigar box under the front seat of his 
GTO. He figured it would just be easier to simply 
mail the uncashed checks back if his heretical 
venture went belly-up. 

The first issue of SOF — which carried 
Brown’s story on U.S. meres in Rhodesia and a 
now-famous, grisly photograph of a terrorist vic¬ 
tim with the top of his head shot off — was mailed 
to subscribers in July 1975. 

Brown looked up at me from the couch in his 
office, his eyes weary and looking as tired as I’ve 
ever seen him. “What else do you want to know? 
All the rest is history.”^ 
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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the 1st, four months prior to Issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or wrttten clearly with authorizing signa¬ 
ture, telephone number and payment Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et. Cost per Insertion is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word — $10 mini¬ 
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be included In 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul¬ 
der, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE¬ 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW-ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR- 
IT1ES IN THEIR AREA._ 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror' 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (103) _ 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aidpackets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA, JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(96) 



MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix. AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (100) _ 

WWIt WAR SOUVENIRSI Includes daggers, swords, helmets, 

everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, Box 
331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (107) _ 

GERMAN WWII MILITARIA: Insignia. Hags, medals, uni¬ 

forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters; $2. KRUPPER MILmARIA, Box 
177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (101) 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Delta, WWII Lid. Collector s 
Armoury! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, etc. Free Illustrated 
catalog. Send 2 stamps for postage. RELICS, Box 361-D. 
Cambridge, MN 55008. _ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 

T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (102) _ 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 to ACE FIRE- 

WORKS, PO Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. (104) 

GRENADA, BEIRUT, Special Forces, Recon, SEALs, many 
more large decals. Send stamp for price list. ELITE FORCES, 
22 Orchard Street, Newton, NJ 07860. (108) 


SOF Anniversary Safe 

Fantastic sale on Space-Age Electronics! 
529.95 Phone Recorder - $9.95 
$49.95 Micro-fransmitter - $19.95 
$289.95 24 Hr Tape Recorder - $189.95 
plus free phone recorder! 

See our ait on |Hge 149, Send S2 . for catalogue. Universal Elec 
Ironies, 150 IS Ventura Bl. F8, Sherman Oaks. CA 91403. 
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MARAUDER’S SURPLUS; A compfete listing of field and 
technical manuals; Elite commando and regular-army surplus 
at the best prices in the country. Send $1 for catalog to 
MARAUDER'S ARMY SURPLUS, 8580 McKee Road, Upatoi, 
GA 31829. _ 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step-by-step instructions to 
make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
$12, FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, Springfield, MO 
65801. (99)_ 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the easy-to- 
make, extremely destructive steel-buming THERMITE IN¬ 
CENDIARY $12. All three. $20. AMERICAN INDUSTRIES, PO 
Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (98)_ 

FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 62609. (104)_ 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE —for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year — $17 overseas. HOR1ZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (95)_ 

KNUCKS —Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (96)_ 

FOR HIRE: 6-year USAF-SE Asia Vet. Sharp, knowledgeable 
professional with diverse background. Personal agent, inves¬ 
tigation, missing persons, courier, bodyguard, bounty, photo, 
surveillance, etc. Individual or 2-man team. All projects consid¬ 
ered with utmost discretion and confidentiality. BIC. PO Box 
6900, Huntington Beach, CA 92615-6900. (95-DDS)_ 

BOUNTY HUNTING— Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (97)_ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, “Creative" Locksmithing, 
Weapons, Investigations, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR. Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Bivd., Flushing, NY 
11354. (98)_ 

BRITISH MILITARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines. Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Head- 
wear, Badges, Uniforms, Medals. Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $2 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept. A. 
2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (95)_ 

,50-CAL. MACHINE-GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankfort Arsenal war-issue ,50-cal. com¬ 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long 
$53.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds $17.50 
plus $4. Also artillery shells, etc. "Nation’s Largest .50-Cal. 
Outlet." JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183. (95) 


DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 

MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 



Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; % wolf and up, puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


DISCOUNT MILITARY FOOD RATIONS. Free catalogue. 
MRE full meals, MRE components, other outdoor survival food 
items. RFCG, Box 1438, Largo, FL 34294. (813)535-7192. 
(97)_ 

“HELP FIGHT CRIME—SHOOT A BURGLAR” bumper 
sticker $2.00. "ILLEGALLY PARKED” permanent stickers, 5 
for $2.95. Teach them a lesson! Add 50 cents p/h on all orders. 
FLYING DUTCHMAN ENTERPRISES, 13033 Wirevine, 
Houston. TX 77072. _ 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES and dynamites made from common 
ingredients. 120 formulas. Complete instructions $15. PLAS- 
TIC, PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 37133. (98)_ 

SMOKE PRODUCTS — Grenades, pots, bombs at unusually 
low prices. Buy from the source and save. Send self- 
addressed stamped envelope for details. SOUTHWEST 
SMOKE DISTRIBUTORS, Box 5414, Phoenix, AZ 85010. (96) 
CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Five-patch minimum. 
Your design, any size, shape, colors. Guaranteed. HEIN, Dept. 
303, 4202 N. Drake, Chicago, IL 60618. (97) 


I 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philipines-used by theirfight- 
ing forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 
The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working por¬ 
tion of the knife. A lever 
locks the handle securely 
in the open or closed posi¬ 
tion. 


Model K98-P 

5 8 50 Ea. 
and $ 1 50 
UPS charges 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. P-8-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Weatbury, New York 11590 



M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS. ROCKETS! Fresh from fac¬ 
tory or make your own. We supply everything! Formulas, 
chemicals, fuse smoke dyes, casings, tools, kits, more! Cata¬ 
log $1. NOR STARR, Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. (95) 


MILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

Sm military history os it happened! World 
War l through the Folklonds campaign. The 
other side of Worid War II; originol Germon 
combat newveels and features of the great 
battles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
and contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
materials. Beta/VHS, also PAl Standard. Reasonable prices, fast service. Write 
or phone for free illustrated catalog. INTIBNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Boa 29033, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 3)2-436-8051. 



SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. Five separate tapes Tape 1: Intelligence & Psycho¬ 
logical Operations; 2; Infiltration & Planning; 3; AirOperations- 
Communications; 4; Water Operations-Communications; 5 
Demoliton-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Operations. 
VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & handling. SELF 
RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., Ste 206, Reno, NV 
89509. (96)_ 

RECON, THE ROLE-PLAYING GAME of the Vietnam War, 
$10; The Haiphong Halo, $3.50: Hears & Minds, $3.50; San 
Sued, $5; SayaretTrack Commander, $5.98. RPG, INC.. Box 
1560-A, Alvin , TX 77512. (96)_ 

SAVANT FOR HIRE: Professional investigator, bodyguard, 
armed escort, bondsman, and bounty-hunter. Also have 
knowledge of military and counter-terrorism. Am an experl of 
weapons and demo. Prefer Central America. SAVANT, PO 
Box 348, Athens. GA 30601. (99) 


SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 


GUARANTEED 10 YEARS 


SILENCERS: Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores. $3. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, PO Box 64252, Fayetteville. NC 28306. (95) 
GENUINE U.S. MEDALS— CoHect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star— $50; Bronze 
Star— $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary— $15; Vietnam Ser¬ 
vice— $15: Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar— $35; Add 
Stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline. MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (107)_ 

SERVE FEDERAL SUBPOENAS PART-TIME. Must be over 
18 and US citizen! Details $2. PROCESS SERVER, Box 222- 
F, Quincy. MA 02171.(109) _ 

FIREWORKS-^- Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles, 
much more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog— $1. EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 3F, Box 800, Clackamus, OR 97015. (103) 



DISCOUNT SALE! For the outdoorsman. A knife, 
saw, hatchet, fish scaler and hammer. 
Rugged 9 V knife, 5” blade. 


LAMINATED 

leather handle. 

Rich leather belt 
sheath contains honing 
stone, leg ties. Imported. 

IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE FREE! Use 
30 days, if not pleased return for refund. REGULARLY $14.95, 
NOW ONLY 57,95 PLUS $1,95 delivery. Send $9.90 today! 


MIDWEST KNIFE CO.. Dept. S-611. 9043 S. Western Ave.. 
Chicago, IL 60620, Mail orders ,only. Our 40th year. 


GERMAN 2-SIDED Camouflage reversible smocks. Exact 
WWII copy. Best quality 100% cotton drill. Type one smocks 
postage paid USA-CANADA. Postal money orders only. 
Forest $94, mottled $99,5/6 overprint $120. Splinter reversible 
to white $105. Others Autumn/Spring. Specify over/under 5*9 
tall? Matching hoods. M43 Field caps available. Five different 
German 53" camouflage fabrics available. 15/22-cent US 
stamps for illustrated list/samples. BL O’TOOLE, PO Box 
64385, Tacoma, 98464. (206)565-1951. (101-2)_ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations for all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO 
Box 882, NY, NY 10150. 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS WANTED for pres¬ 
entation to industry and exhibition at national innovation ex¬ 
position. Call (800)528-6050. Arizona, (800)352-0458. X831. 

(99) _ 

PRIVACY—CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF5, Orlando. FL 32860. 

( 100 ) _ 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. SF1284, Los Afamitos, CA 90720. 
(98)_ 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post- 
fach 1145, 6460-M, Gelnhausen, West Germany. (100) 
30-40% OFF Gerber, Benchmark, Kershaw Knives; Redfield, 
Leupold Scopes! Send $1 for complete catalog! KNIVES, 52 
Edmund, Dept. SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. (95)_ 

MAN FOR HIRE. Intelligent and dependable. All jobs consider- 
ed. Call DAVE at (201)942-6507._ 

PRINT YOUR OWN— Cards, notices etc., from simple mate¬ 
rials using only your typewriter, new copyrighted guaranteed 
method, rush $3.95. PRINT, Box 1650(C), Carolina, PR 
00628. 


“PEN GUN” fires .22-cal. cartridge. You make from simple 
materials and basic hand tools —defend yourself— copyright¬ 
ed and guaranteed. Rush now, $4.95. PLANS, Box 1650{B), 
Carotina, PR 00630. 



Learn the most 
guarded secret 
of the escape 
artist! 


I Escape from regulation, official 

handcuffs with ease. .. 


Challenge any cop to handcuff you. . .and 
then hand them back. . .still doubled locked 
and unharmed. You too, can do aa I have for 30 
years — build a reputation as an escape artist. I 
will teach you my valuable secret for only 
$9.95. 

Although my secret allows you to escape 
from official cuffs, It Is meant strictly for 
entertainment and not to elude any officer. 

Send cash, check or money order 
[NoCOD, please] 

Allow 4 weeks for shipment 
Money Back Guarantee 
Dept. Escape 
P.O. Box 596 
Pickens, S.C. 29671 


KIM — Please call me. We must talk. Just want to know you are 
alive and well. All my love, Karen._ 

Gt SURPLUS, hunting and camping equipment. 56-page cata¬ 
log $2. RED BANK ARMY-NAVY, 12F Monmouth Street. Red 
Bank, NJ 07701. (97)___ 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon 
research report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory and learning ability. Only $7. 
Guaranteed. Invest in your survival. POLARIS, 405 Washing- 
ton Blvd., Suite C, Oak Park, IL 60302, ___ 

INVESTIGATORS, special operatives, bounty hunting, all jobs 
considered. ELDON, PO Box 53, Downing, MO 63536. 
REMAILS/MAIL FORWARDING— If you want no problems 
use me. Ex-Marine. A. LARSEN. Rt. 3, Box 301-SF, Murray, 
KY 42071. ___ 

FINALLY AVAILABLE, MACVSOG belt buckles, solid brass 
and beautifully engraved with the famous MACVSOG South¬ 
east Asia Battle Insignia. Handmade and limited in number. 
$12.95 plus $1.50 postage. THE DELTA TEAM, 108 North 
Main, Suite 6, Sebastopol, CA 95472. (96) _ 

‘GENUINE BRITISH CAMOUFLAGE jacket and trousers 
$100, SAS Gasmask Si 40, pullovers $20, postage $12, list $2. 
P.J. NASH, Wesley House, Leigh, Sherborne, Dorset, ENG- 
LAND.’ (95)_ 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, 
compact, transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM. 6 channels, with 
battery box, antenna, ctystal, handset; $22.50 apiece, $42.50/ 
pr, good condition. PRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian ver¬ 
sion of American PRC-10), transmiits-receives 38-55 MHz FM 
continuous tuning, with battery box, headset, antenna: $39.50 
apiece, $77,50/pr, good condition. R-108 Vehicular/Fietd Re¬ 
ceiver, 20-28 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. ARC-27 Guard Receiver, 
single channel 220-250 MHz aircraft: $12.50 mint. 45-day re¬ 
placement guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping-handling. BAYT- 
RONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. 
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NOW AVAILABLE! 


The Original ADVENTURER V 

BULLWHIP 

Thick, 

High-Grade 
Leather 

From: 

CATTLE BARON J LEATHER CO. 

in EXPEDfTlOHS Around the World 
HANO-PUUTED. THICK, Genuine 
VP-VW BB.TTW6 LEATHER »/ 

Permanent THICK TIP 
Original "Ruddy- 
Brown" Color 
• LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE 4 BALI W 

rinf , LTIU , t WRBT LOOP 

TARGET USE \z/ 

. w i n ii o * F«ca ORIGINAL 10 R. Lenglh $99.95 
S NIL ID U.5JL Wri Ufl| 12 F| j 119 95 

LEATHER BELT CARRIER $6.95 
• A FORMHMBLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Property., KINETIC ENERGY Wakes 
the HP Ot the ADVENTURER'S BULLWHIP- MOVE 
ATtMERmPFgTPERSBONO. 

• WMPHAHDUNG Instructions Included 
The HOCST OUALfTY, TOUGHEST BUU.WHIPS 
Avaiawe - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 
C* 012) 087-0000 



4TD 8 WEEX DELNERY 
, NO HASSUS • NO DQAYS 

Add fM 


5* Shipping 4 tnc In U. 
- Foreign Md2DW- 


HOTf THESE IULIWHIPS 
WE HOT TOTS S HOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MADE SOUVEHWS 
THEY AWE GEHUIHE, 


AT KB TEXAS FACnMT 


HUTTB WN1 MAKERS 


CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. S0F8 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 


COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII. Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CM I, PO Box 
40461, Nashville. TN 37204, (96)_ 

WILD GEESE SELECTION. Customized gold-plated 
emblems for adventurers of distinction. Brochure $1, refund¬ 
able. THE WILD GEESE, Postfach 1145,6460-B Glenhausen, 
West Germany. (96)_ 

SELF-DEFENSE FULLY ILLUSTRATED practical combat 
courses. Blade: no-nonsense knife combat. Guerrilla tactics. 
$8.95 postpaid. Unarmed combat: hard-hitting commando 
style. Advanced techniques. $10.95 postpaid. Free gift in¬ 
cluded! LIBRA ENTERPRISES, 486{SF) Molimo. San Francis- 
co, CA 94127._ 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every 2 months! The best new 
books on martial arts, weaponry, self-defense, survival and 
revenge! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-JSO. 
Boulder, CO 80306. (107)_ 

MAIL PRIVACY! Confidential mail forwarding/remailing. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE. 369 East 900 South, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84111._ 

MILITARY BERETS, American, Black, green, tan. Sizes 7-7 3 /i 
$15. $2 postage. RIVENDALE ENTERPRISES. Suite 330A. 
3017 St. Clair Ave. t Burlington, Ontario L7N-3P5. (93) 

KEVLAR 29/49, fiberglass and graphite fabrics available now 
in small quantities. For information write: HI-PRO-FORM FAB- 
RICS INC., 962 Devon Drive (S), Newark, DE 19711. (93) 
T-SHIRT, Hat set. Airborne Wings — "Death From Above” 
shirt $8.50, Hat $5.95. Prepaid, check to: SSP, PO Box 5017. 
Springfield. VA 22150. (97) _ 

ARMY & NAVY SURPLUS from around the WORLD. Clo¬ 
thing, packs, tents, sleeping bags, gas masks, plus more. $1 
for Catalog. WORLD-WIDE MDSE, PO Box 577, Fox Lake, IL 
60020. 



CAVALRY 

SLOUCHES^ 

from the Amer. 

West to the DMZ 

Made of quality black fur lelt with a leather 
sweat band and dbl. stitched rim, this hat is 
like those worn by chopper pilots in Nam. 
Avail, in sizes 7, ?’/<, IVz. 

with sabre SCO without $ CO 

insig. & cord ppd. insig. & cord 90 ppd. 



“AFRIKA KORPS” 
STYLE M-43 

_ _ HATS 

Quality made and Fully lined in Woodland, 

Pay DeseM or uger Stripe. Night Desert, 
Cammo. Also avail, in Black or Khaki, Field 
Grey. Sizes: S-M-L-XL $26.50 PP d 


ill- catalog 1.50 or Free w/order 


MILITARIA INC. 

138 Kearny Ave., Dept. SF 
Kearny, N.J. 07032 (201) 998-7471 


WANTED: TRAINING COURSE. 34-yr-old international con¬ 
sultant seeks 4-6 week intensive training course in martial arts 
and handling weapons. Send information with price quote to: 
BOXHOLDER, PO Box 1989, Sun Valley, ID 83353. 

Gt DOG TAGS, chains. Embossed to your specs—max 5 lines 
of 15 characters. Stainless $3 set. black oxide $5 set. Shipped 
1st class, same day. SASE for brochure. ARCHER. 3584 
Haven, Redwood City, CA 94063._ 

DO YOU NEED A BUSINESS ADDRESS for ail purposes in 
West Germany? Strictly confidential. Here we are! MANAGE¬ 
MENT CONSULTANT M. JUNGHANS, Hermann-Brili. Str. 8, 
D-6200, Wiesbaden. Tel: 06121-467726. (96)_ 

ADJUSTER. Selective, effective. BILL STRINGFELLOW 
(602)866-8060. (97)_ 

HBO DESCRAMBLER PLANS. Complete and easily fol¬ 
lowed. $3. STEVENS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Dept. SOF, 
Box 20286, Bowling Green, KY 42102-6286. (95-485) 
AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE by experienced professionals 
contact THE BOSTON AIRCRAFT GROUP, PO Box 1027, 
Melrose, MA 02176. (95-485)_ 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF85-H, Honolu- 
lu, HI 96806. (101-485)_ 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE'S OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City. TN 38261. 
(901)885-6851. (96-465)_ 

VIETNAM LISTING (with free "Vietnam photos") $2. WWII 
Listing $2. RAY BUNTING'S PHOTOS, Rt 1, Box 154, Milford, 
DE 19963. (99) 




INTERNATIONAL 

MERCENARY 

RING 


STERLING SILVER 

also available in gold 
Finest Quality Available 

$3.00 insured 
postage & handling 
Calif, residents add 6% tax 
Please state ring size 
Allow 4-4 weeks delivery 
five day inspection 

FREE COMPANIES 

P. O. Box 1164- Dept. S 
Bayes Hot Springs. CA 954/6 
U.S.A. 

(707) 996-1502 

8 a m, to 5 p.m. Pacific Time 


MICROTRON Surveillance Security Equipment- (World's 
greatest selection!" ... Law Enforcement Review, 1980) 
Crystal-controlled VHF transmitters, trackers, recorders, night- 
viewers and countermeasures “virtually impossible to 
obtain elsewhere!!!" Professionals catalog, $20, refundable. 
Genera! catalog $2. Send orders to: MICROTRON, 42-38th 
St., Wheeling, WV 26003. Visa/MasterCard cardholders call: 
(304)233-8007. (103) 


NEW UPDATE CATALOG of unusual books on automatic 
firearms, weaponry, home workshop guns, creative revenge, 
survival plus much more! PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307- 
KMV, Boulder, CO 80306. (107)_ 

RIGHT/LEFT/, RED/BLACK. Address directory of World 
Communist and Nazi Parties, publications. Hundreds listed. 
$10 cash. "Know your enemy". MICHAEL SEATON, 3617 
South 46th Street. Greenfield, Wl 53220. (95) _ 

JERKY—IDEAL SURVIVAL FOOD. Simple, delicious, nutri¬ 
tious. Nevada prospector secret recipe. Send $1 and SASE to 
TJE, Box 50141-B, Reno, NV 89513. (94) _ 

OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno. Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS. 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (97)_ 

AIRBQRNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also. Vietnam 
material. List $1. THE BATTERY PRESS, INC., PO Box 
3107C, Uptown Station. Nashville, TN 37219. (94)_ 

SURVIVAL KNIFE: with 6” 2-sided blade, one saw-tooth edge 
the other smooth, compass/butt unscrews from handle, inside 
saw. matches, fishing supplies; with sheath and stone, $24.95. 
SCOTT WHOLESALE SUPPLY PO Box 16863, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, FL 33318. (94)_ 

EAST GERMAN Communist "Ausweis" Cards in Russian/ 
German with red Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin 
unknown. $6, no personal checks. D. EWING. Box 993, Mont- 
pelier, VT 05602. (94)_ 

EARN BIG BUCKS! Great new concept. Free information. 
Send stamped, self-addressed envelope to: HOMEWORKER 
Box 367, Vacherie, LA 70090. (95) 


PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT SALE! Static-line and freefall 
parachutes, military and sport containers, reserves, boots, 
helmets. Call DAN, (513)372-6665. 1439 Colorado Drive, 
Xenia, OH 45385. (94-485)_ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect properly. Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-pg. book $14.95. 
Guaranteed. Details 20 cents. EDEN, Box 8410-DD. Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (98-485)_ 

SECRET MAILBOX. Send and receive mail confidentially. 
Dependable, professional service. Details, long SASE. PRI- 
VATE POSTMAN. Box 87210(S), San Diego. CA 92138. (96) 
LOCKSMITHING, general & automotive. Unlimited informa¬ 
tion— $2 (unconditionally refundable if unsatisfied). 
L.A.N.D.I.S., 633 Post St.. No. 1048F, San Francisco, CA 
94109. (103-485)_ 

SOLDIER, BODYGUARD, courier, investigator, name it. 
Qualified and experienced. Have passport, will travel overseas 
or domestic. Hazardous okay. Serious inquiries contact: 
OCCUPANT, PO Box 6235, N. Augusta, SC 29841. (95-485) 


EXPLOSIVES 

THE MOST POWERFUL NON NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES 
EVER DEVELOPED! 


MORE POWERFUL THAN TNT, C-4 PLASTIC, 
NITROGLYCERIN OR PBXN-1, ASTROUTE G, AND 
AST ROUTE A-1-5 ARE THE MOST POWERFUL NON 
NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES AVAILABLE TODAY. 


EASILY PRODUCED FROM TWO COMMERCIAL¬ 
LY AVAILABLE COMPONENTS. (3 FOR A-1-5), 
AST ROUTE EXPLOSIVES CAN BE MADE IN A MAT¬ 
TER OF MINUTES, AMD WITH MORE EASE AND 
SIMPLICITY THAN VIRTUALLY ANY OTHER EX¬ 
PLOSIVE KNOWN. GUARANTEED 


ASTROUTE O ASTROUTE A-1-5 

del. velocity 8,600 ntp.ft. dot velocity 7,800 m.y.s. 

For Complain Manufacturing Iristftctions, Send $15.00 to: 

NUCLEAR RESEARCH 

BOX «>073 G. S SPRINGFIELD, MO 65808 
©*B86 NUCLEAR RESEARCH 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE WORKS has over 1 million 
knives and cutlery items at wholesale prices. $2 gets you our 
giant catalog by 1st class mail. THE KNIFE CATALOG, PO 
Box 714SOr, Sevierville, TN 37862. (94) 


HECKLER & KOCH 


Complete line of accessories—send Large SASE 
(two stamps) for prices and availability to: 
BUDDY HINTON 
Dept. SOF, 8411 Churchville 
Houston, Texas 77080 
Call ONLY after 6pm CST (713) 465-4292 


KITCHEN IMPROVISED PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES — The 

finest book ever on the subject of improvised plastique explo¬ 
sives. This manual contains home manufacture of C-4 and 14 
other high-explosive plastiques. Send $8.50 to: INFORMA¬ 
TION PUBLISHING CO., Dept. SOF, PO Box 10042, Odessa, 
TX 79767-0042. (96)_ 

ARMING G.L Practice grenades. Four 5-second fuses $10 
Make your own, book $4. FUSE. PO Box 1881. Murfreesboro. 
TN 37133 (98)_ 

Ml CARBINE. AR-15, AR-15A2, MINI-14, MAC 10 & 11. H&K 
91.93 & 94, RUGER10/22, AR-180. UZI, M1 A, Auto Ordnance 
Ml. 1927A1 & 1927A5, AP74. AR-7, KG-99, Explorer II, Mini 
KG-99M. Savage 980 & 987. Remington 552, FN, FN-FAL. 
FN-L4R, FNC. Glenfield-60, Valmets, Maddis, AKMs, AKSs, & 
Galils, Tec 9, Tec 9M. owners convert to SELECT FIRE $10 
for catalog on all above. RJL, Dept. TG, Box 82, Clinton Cor- 
ners, NY 12514. (97)_ 

G.L SURPLUS: A brand-new list of military items (new & 
used), includes clothing, knives, footwear, fieldgear, manuals, 
etc. Send $1 to: THE SUPPLY SERGEANT Dept. SF, 3095 
Hwy 20, Buford. GA 30518. (96)_ 

BRITISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. Regimental Insignia 
Sets, Blazer Crests. Ties and Wall Plaques of Elite British 
Regiments SAS, RAF, Para etc. Scottish Clan Blazer Crets & 
Ties. Selected Weaponry. Import Catalog $2. BRITISH RE- 
GALIA IMPORTS, PO Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (94) 


MERCENARIES WANTED: Are you a military veteran, or 
experienced in the areas of security, investigative, bodyguard 
or mercenary? Then the JMA is for you. The IMA is a world¬ 
wide organization composed of some of the world's best spe¬ 
cialists. Our organization is dedicated to helping professionals 
obtain employment. $20 membership fee covers lifetime 
fraternity membership. 1 -year active employment file, and cer¬ 
tificate for framing. No obligation. IMA, Box 232, Shrewsbury 
PA 17361. (97) 


ARREST Violators!! 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
— [ make on the spot decisions. 
Learn the latest investiga 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by CoUf. Dept, of Public l attract. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training - 

DEPT. SF508, P.O. Box 25750. Santa Ana, CA 92799 ^ 

• Rush me your "Detective'' Career Kit— No salesman will cell. I 

I —- 


3L, 

USE •* 

SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 
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FIREWORKS: Free selected Class “C" price list, shipped 
year-round. NEW ENGLAND FIREWORKS UNLIMITED, PO 
Box 3504-F, Stamford, CT 06905. (95-485)_ 

EXPENDABLE AIRCRAFT! (Not ultralight kites)! Fast Boats! 
UNBELIEVABLE ADAPTABILITIES, use imagination! INEX¬ 
PENSIVE (truthfully)! I fabricate quickly per need on site from 
common materials! Durable! Workable, proven designs! 
JACKSON, (602)385-4737. (94)_ 

THE WOLF is taking on new contracts. Will consider all situa- 
tions. WOLF (305)773-5116. (94) _ 

GO BACK TO HANOI, Jane Fonda...and stay there! Bumper 
stickers, S3 each. P.A.F., Box 62, Brownfield, TX 79316. (94) 
ITALIAN STILETTOS! Here's one for your collection 13" 
overall, 6" polished-steel blade, positive front lock, dark handle 
only, $18.95. 9" overall stiletto, polished-steel blade, positive 
front lock, dark or white handles, $10.95. Include $2 postage 
and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, PO Box L, Dept. SF7, 
Bayville, NJ 08721. (97-Ad 1)_ J 

CUSTOM IMPRINTED CAPS— We print anything! No mini- 
mums! Free brochure. CUSTOM CAP CO., Box 341B, West- 
minster, MD 21157. (95) _ 

MILITARY SURPLUS— Chemical/biological warfare equip¬ 
ment, military clothing, equipment, decorations. Self- 
addressed stamped (39 cents), envelope for catalog JR 
SALES, Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 


BALLISTIC FACEGUARD. 20 layers of Kevlar protection, with 
a reinforced open eyeslot. 12x11l£ stops .45 hardball, yet 
weighs only 28 oz. $125 cash or money order postpaid. In¬ 
formation $1. Kevlar test sample $8. FRANSE. PO Box 3347, 
Boulder, CO 80307. (96)_ 

NEED TOTAL MAIL PRIVACY? Complete personal business 
sen/ice. Many privacy services/products. Write! SMS-SF7, 
Box 3179, Tempe, AZ 85281 (96)_ 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Send $1 for a color catalog to: 
ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (103) 


NEED MONEY? CREDIT!! Signature loans now available by 
mail. From $500 to $25,000. ALL ELIGIBLE, no red tape, NO 
CREDIT CHECK, for details and application RUSH! $1 to EIE, 
Box 60707-F, Washington, DC 20039. (94) 



UNIQUE 

CATALOG 

New 1985-86 edition 
now available! 


SECURITY 
& 

MILITARY 

Includes U.S., British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
personal defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
electronics, tear gas/smoke grenades, telephone devices, 
knives, flashlights, optics, military manuals, survival pro¬ 
ducts, genuine military clothing and much more. Discount 
prices, free shipping, unique selection, fast service. This 
40-page catalog is an essential catalog for all SQF readers. 
Price is $2, deductable from first order. 


This 40-page mail-order 
catalog features quality 
military and security equip¬ 
ment at discount prices. 
Many items in it you will not 
find in any other catalogs! 


ALCAN, INC., P.O. BOX 2187, Bglllnghont, WA 98227 


UP TO $500,000 REWARD: The US Government pays re¬ 
wards for inlonrrtfMsv For 29 pages of statutes and explana¬ 
tions prepared by a former Federal Agent/Attorney. Send 
$12.95 to L.E.A.A., Law Enforcement Assistance Advisory, 
100 South Wacker, PO Box 2574, Chicago. IL 60606. (94) 
FOR HIRE: Ex-Paratrooper, team leader (long range patrol), 
rangers (instructor), 3 tours Viet Nam, scuba, seeks employ¬ 
ment in related field. Will train-lead-organize. Preference given 
to Central America or will consider Body Guard/Courier Ser¬ 
vice Not a cowboy! Send phone number or details. Passport. 
Bondable. Principals only! CROSSBOW, Box 15424, Colora- 
do Springs, CO 80935. (101)_ 

TREASURE EXPEDITIONS: Share risks and riches. Men and 
women needed now. Contact: FORTUNE’S OWN, PO Box 
93E, Munising, Ml 49862. (95)___ 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN War Books unobtainable in 
USA Write: GALAGO PUBLISHING, PO Box 404, Alberton 
1450, South Africa, for free catalog. (96)_ 

TANTO— BY COLD STEEL, 11 VV of what is ranked as one of 
the world’s fiercest close-quarter combat weapons. Nationally 
advertised at $129.95. Buy now for $110 plus $2 shipping. THE 
SURVIVOR’S EDGE, Box 16050-02, Shawnee, KS 66203. $2 
US (refunded with order), for illustrated price list. (95) 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. I 
Transmits up to V* mite to any FM radio. 

Easy to assemble kit 15V battery (not incl.) 

Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95- $1.00 shipping p 
Item to U3I Cofp., P.O. Bo* SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD’s accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty Hems, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



SURVIVAL!! 


SHOCKING, CONTROVERSIAL, ADULT SURVIVAL PUBLICA¬ 
TIONS 11 60 plus sizzling, brutally frank survival publications 

on weapons, energy, electronics, computers, financial and 
medical. Mostly by John Williams (CBS - "60 MINUTES", etc. 
stardom). SURVIVE TODAY - during increasingly complex, 
technical and electronic times. SURVIVE THE DAY AFTER, 
the months after and the years after with equipment, know¬ 
ledge, experience and health superiority over adversaries. 
ASSURE YOUR SURVIVAL WITHt 

□ AUTOMATIC TELLER MACHINES ($15); □COMPUT- \ 
ER PHREAKING ($15); □CREDIT CARD SCAMS ($8);Q 
ELECTROMAGNETIC BRAIN BLASTER (soon);QF.D.l.C. 

- FACT OR FAIRY TALE? ($5);DFJREBREATHER ($5); 

□ FREEI! ($6); □ THE "GOLDFINGER" ($7); Q HEAL 
THYSELF III ($?); Q HEAT X-CHANGER ($5); Q IRON 
GONADS ($7); □ KILLER WATTS! ($4h □1?W-HR 
METERS ($125; □ MDVR METHOD ($12fcnTHE "MIND- J 
SAVER" ($5h □ SECRET & ALTERNATE IDENTITIES 
($7); □ SILENCE IS GOLDEN ($6); Q THE "SILKWOOD" 
($7); ^SURVIVAL GUNS & AMMO ($15);□TELEPHONE 
RECORDER INTERFACE ($7); □ TESLA CONNECTION 
($5h □ THE "TOILET TRAINER" ($6); Q TONE DEAF 
($6h Q TV DECODERS 8c CONVERTERS ($7); □ V.A. - 
2ND. TO NONE? ($5); □ VOICE DISGUISER ( $7b, 

□ ULTIMATE JUSTICE ($7); Q VORTEX GENERATOR 

($6)-AND MANY MORE!! 

FREE SUPER-5URVIVAL CATALOG, all orders $25 or more 
(else $1). 1056 discount on ail orders $70+- PLEASE ORDER 

TODAY - TELL YOUR FRIENDS: 

ConsumerfromVs Co 2011 CRESCENT DR., 

onsumerrromes lo. ALAMOGORDOi nmosjio. 


ISRAEL MILITARY INSIGNIAS: All genuine including Para¬ 
trooper. Naval Commando, Air Force, Armored Corps Infantry, 
Golani, and others. Send $1 for catalogue or $12 for a sample 
of 4 badqes. ISRAELI INSIGNIAS, PO Box 31006, Tel Aviv, 
61310, ISRAEL. (95)_ 

DOCTOR AVAILABLE for short-term situations, nothing ilie- 
gal,in U.S., PO BOX 23553, Jacksonville, FL 32241-3535. (95) 
ATTENTION CAMMIE WEARERS! We now have the O.D. 
version of the American and Confederate Flag shoulder patch. 
This quality patch is ideal for camouflage applications, allowing 
you to wear your flag without compromising your concealment. 
Send $3.75 (US), or $4.50 (Foreign). Check or Money Order to: 
OUTPOST AMERICA. PO Box 50251, Cicero, IL 60650. 10% 
discount on orders of 10 or more. (94)_ 

CONFIDENTIAL COURIER. Any country, reliable, valid pass¬ 
port. knowledqeable traveler, professional, no contraband. S/ 
P, PO Box 2093, Virginia Beach, VA 23450. (94) _ 

UZI RECOIL COMPENSATOR: Specify carbine or pistol; $25. 
Will make for most firearms. Send stamp for information. JJN, 
PO Box 215, Clifton, VA 22024. (96)_ 

WORLDWIDE AUTHENTIC Military Medals, Badges, Wings, 
Surplus etc. Over 20,000 items in stock, Canadian Airborne 
Cap and Collar Badqe set: $25 postpaid. Our latest catalogue 
$2; cash INVICTA INTERNATIONAL, 740 Gladstone, Ottawa, 
CANADA KIR 6X5. (95)_ 

VIETNAM VETERANS: Quality Khaki T-Shirt featuring 
crossed U.S. and Vietnam flags with the wording, "VIETNAM 
VETERAN' DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY" Specify S. M, L, 
X-L, and send $7,95 plus $1.50 handling (III. res. add 48 cents 
tax), to: KNOXGUN ENTERPRISES, Dept. SQF. 301 N, Cedar 
Street. Abingdon. IL 61410. (95) 

CASSETTES: German Marches, 60-minute. $8 each; 3 for 
$19.50: all 9 for $49.50. Send SASE for list. HAMMER. Box 
1393-SF, Columbus, IN 47201. (98) 


“RANGER TRAINING MANUAL” 

(FM 21-50 — 1962 Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7.00 Postpaid 

Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.O. to: 

“THE GREAT KEN HALE " 

P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 


SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog 
available, SI. Martial Arts, Special Weapons 8- Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SQF. Island Lake. !L 
60042. (94)_ 

BINOCULARS—SCOPES. Steiner Military Marine designed 
for NATO, also Zeiss, Swift. Swarovski, Jason. Finest binocu¬ 
lars, scopes at low discount prices. REC OPTICS. (800)247- 
2499, in Michigan (616)343-8069. (95)_ 

ROLEX WATCHES— also Heuer, Breitling, Chionospoit, 
Seiko for active people. Very competitive prices. Call 
(800)247-2499, in Michigan (616)343-8069. (95)_ 

AWESOME OFFER: Chaplain psychic mercenary reveals top 
secret government report SDA 86-2020. Events to come, in¬ 
formation, PKG dales, places et cetera. SCIENTIFIC DATA 
—be prepared— SURVIVAL! $5 plus 50 cents postage. MO to: 
CHAPLAIN COL. CICERO A. COCCHI, Cicero tnl’l Ministry. 
6622 Parker Square Drive. PO Box 186, Parker. CO 80134. 
WRITE TODAY. (94)_ 

DEVELOP THE DEATHGRIP. Send for free course. 
POWERGLOVE CO.. 1450 E, 357 Street. Eastlake, OH 
44094._ 

PILOTS, PATRIARCHES subscribe to The American Free¬ 
dom Fighter. A monthly magazine devoted to the preservation 
and protection of America and our freedom by the use of armed 
civilian aircraft, radios, vehicles, shelters, etc, 1985 subscrip¬ 
tion, 12 issues, $15 or $20 overseas. THE AMERICAN FREE- 
DQM FIGHTER, Box 1397. Harrison, AR 72602. (94 485) 


KNIVES, BLOWGUNS. Martial Arts. Now available at 
wholesale prices. Large illustrated catalog. $2 refundable with 
order. SPECIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, Dept. SF, Des Plaines, 
IL 60016. (100-485)_ 

MILITARY AND MARTIAL ARTS Catalog $1— for P&H. Free 

S ift sent with catalog. THE SEA BAG. 4523 E. Wonderlake 
trive, Wonderlake, IL 60097. (94-485)_ 

WANTED: Mideast employment by Army trained Sam techni¬ 
cian. JR WILBER. Box 360, Belleville, KS 66935. (913)527- 
5076. (94-485)_ 

BULLET PROOF VEST outerwear. Call or write for Iree details 
and information. BODY ARMOUR PROTECTION, 314 W. 
53rd Sl„ NY NY 10019. (94-485)_ 

PRIVATE MAIL and Answering Service. For the professional 
person on the move who wishes to remain unknown and needs 
a particular service: daily sorting and forwarding, copy service, 
and clipping. It pays not to miss a phone call or a letter. Phones 
manned 24 hours for the convenience of our customers. 
Monthly mailing list upon request. If you (eel you need a service 
such as this contact DEBBIE at (615)436-9785 (Day), or write: 
DEBBIE, Rt. 2, Box 682 Village Loop Road, Gatlinburg, TN 
37738. (97-485) _ 

ELITE FIGHTING FORCES Insignia Caps. Large selection. 
Send 20-cent stamp for illustrated folder. A&D PRODUCTS, 
Box 286-S085. Belair, MD 21014. (94-485)_ 

CONCEALED WEAPONS— contemporary products for an 
urban environment. Mail a SASE for free catalog. MICHAEL’S 
SHOP, Box 3056, Woburn, MA 01898 (94-485)_ 

CLARKSON'S NO CHECKS, Financial privacy, the only effec¬ 
tive way. Procedural guidebook on How to Get Out of Banking 
with details, forms and simple explanation, $5.515 CONCORD 
AVE.. Anderson. SC 29621. (94-485) _ 

“PARALYZER”— A hand-held chemical weapon also used 
by police and military. 5-year guarantee, and " repulse" rape 
deterrent easily concealed, non-violent. For information write; 
WILLIAM D. GREEN, 242 Waterman Ave., No. 74A, N. Provi- 
dence, Rt 02911. (94-485)_ 

GUN FOR HIRE: 37-year-old professional mercenary desires 
jobs. Vietnam Veteran. Discreet and very private. Body guard, 
courier, and other special skills. All jobs considered. Phone 
(615)436-9785 (days) or write: Rt. 2. BOX 682 Village Loop 
Road, Gatlinburg. TN 37736. (97-485) 



COMBAT SANDALS^ 

> LANDS 

► WATER: 




RUNNING. HIKING 
RIVER FORDING 
MARTIAL ARTS 
BASIC SURVIVAL 
JUNGLES/DESERTS 
BEACH ASSAULT/WAR 


• TOP SOLES Heather} special water resistant. 

• BOTTOM SOLES (Rubber) non-mtrklng Brown. 

• BINDING SYSTEM [V Nylon] 1000 lb. test Brown. 

• LACES i 3 /*’ Cordurs Nylon) 750 lb. test Brown, 
LENGTHS: 4 to 13% Men: 5 to 11% Women. 

WIDTHS: (H| Narrow to Med; (Wj Wide to Med. 

II a perfect medium, order (N) 

Write usual length 8 width if known. S/or 
send tricing of loot while standing. 

NYLON LACES, WEBBING & LEATHER 


ARE GUARANTEED 5 YEARS. 


Send: $43. * $2. UPS 
| Include this ad k 
\ & UPS Is free, r 
Or lor more Inlo ft loot 
sizing sheet, write or 
phone: (019) 430-2222 
M/C ft VISA by phone. 
Or phone your favorite 
survival supplier. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
ALP SANDALS 
244 N. HWY. 101-B 


ENCINITAS, CA 92024 


The Ultimate HLPerlorminca Open Footwear! 


RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES— 25% oft list pnees. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free ordering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-908, 1660 Eubank NE. Albuquerque, NM 87112. (95) 
CAMOUFLAGE TIES! A must for every well-dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold...$9.95 each; 2 for $18.95 Add 
shipping: $2 1 st tie: 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-3G8, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque. NM 
67112. (95)_ 

PRIVACY CATALOG FREE! Discover latest low-profile tech¬ 
niques. Avoid banks, taxes, surveillance Hide assets. Secret 
loans, identity Foreign passports. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410- 
SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (90) 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN, Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (98) 
DISCOVER POWERFUL EXOTIC electronic devices, not for 
the timid. Catalog $2. F & P ENTERPRISES, Box 51272, Palo 
Alto, CA 94303-C. (94)___ __ 

DUTCH SHOCKTROOPER seeks employment. PO BOX 165, 
4130 Ed Vianen, THE NETHERLANDS. 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 



$7““ 


POSTPAID 


Fires 22 cal. tear 

S as or blafik ammo, 
olid metal. 6 shot 


ell 


fedT Rapid firing. With ?n- 
structions & free cleaning rod. 


WESTBURY SALES CO 


V 


P.O.BOX 434, Dept. TA-6-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 J 


158 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


AUGUST 85 















































































$150.00 

ULTIMATE 58 Channel convener w/nt uignai mspiay. 

Wireless Remote Channel Select, On/Off, Search, & Fine Tune. 
Jerrold 37 Channel JRX-3 is Cord Remote Select & Fine Tune. 
Both compatible w/all TV models & ail cable systems. 

TOLL FREE 24-hr. Order Hotline 1-800*824*7888. operator 310, 
AK/HI: 800-824-7919. VISA, M.C., C.O.D., $5 ship. 

NOTE: some uses may require subscription to local cable co. 



£521 S. VistB Way. See. 37 Carlsbad. CA 92003 


REGULATION INSIGNIA: All military branches and police. All 
genuine. Over 1000 items including rank, wings, badges, mini¬ 
ature medals. NASA patches. Catalog $2: add Si if 1st class 
mailing desired. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-508, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (95) 
CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG— 32 pages: $1 
Jackets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine Gl. 
KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-208. 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87712. (95)_ 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl— Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS Dept. A-808, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu- 
querque, NM 87112. (95)_ 

FIREWORKS— Fun. safe, patriotic: top quality, lowest prices, 
illustrated catalogue $1 (refundable). PYRO-SONIC DE- 
VICES, Box 711-SI8, Grand Haven, Ml 49417. (100) 
CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS— Enameled pins, 
your design, low minimum, excellent quality, low prices, free 
booklet. A.T. PATCH & CO., Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. 
(603)444-3423. (98)_ 

GERMAN 2-SIDED camouflage reversible smocks. Exact 
WWIl copy. Best quality 100% cotton drill. Type one smocks 
postage paid USA-CANADA. Postal Money Orders only. 
Forest— $94, Mottled— $99, 5 ; 6 overprint— $120. Splinter 
reversible to white— $105, others Autumn/Spring. Specify 
over/under 5'9" tall? Matching hoods, M43 Field Caps avail¬ 
able. Five different German 53" camouflage fabrics available. 
15/22-cent U.S. stamps for illustrated list/samples. B.L. 
O’TOOLE, PO Box 64385, Tacoma 98464. (206)565-1951 
(101-D_ 

CONFIDENTIAL RELIABLE Cleveland branch office/remail¬ 
ing services. Inexpensive, secret mail receivingforwarding 
Free details. CMS, Box 25491F, Cleveland, OH 44125. (94) 
COLORSLIDES— Vietnam action, Thailand, Hawaii, Hong 
Kong R&R. Set of 20 slides & catalog— $19.95. specify coun- 
try. Write: VISUALS. PO Box 381215, Miami, FL 33138. (95) 
FIREWORKS— looking for information? All kinds of technical 
reports and manufacture manuals available. Send stamped 
envelope for free listing. RSA. Box 146, Willow Grove, PA 
19090. (95)_ 

MILITARY MINIATURES, imported chess sets, metal model 
cars, model gun kits and more. Rush $2 for catalog to: SHOW¬ 
CASE MINIATURES. PO Box 1011, Dept. SF. Hutchinson, KS 
67504-1011. (94) 


S MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip- J 
J ment. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs, J 
J —. and more Send $2.00 to MiCROCOM r 

2 CORP. f° r catalog. Refundable r 

2 rV? with purchase. Unbeatable prices, r 
2 * MICROCOM TECH CORP. F J 

* iB^range p o - Box 347341 • Cleveland, OH 44134£ 


EMBLEMS CUSTOM EMBROIDERED, any quantity. 
THREAD LETTER EMBROIDERY CORPORATION, Dept. 
SF. 1929 East 52nd Street, Indianapolis, IN 46205. (317)257- 
1424. (98)_ 

SURVIVAL CABLE saw fits in pocket, many uses; $2 ppd. 
SLIPPERY ROCK SALES. Dept. SF, Box 447. Slippery Rock, 
PA 16057._ 

VIETNAM, KOREA, WWIl Veterans* Certificates. Colored. 
10x13 with gold seal. $9.95,2 for $14.95. LOGSDON, Box 235, 
Milpitas. CA 95035. (98)_ 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMMANDO SCHOOL 1st para¬ 
chute—jump training, advanced freefall techniques, weapons, 
survival, scuba—complete course by Special Forces and 
Ranger instructors. To reserve a date contact: PO BOX 963, 
Hotchkiss, CO 81419. (95)_ 

RED DAWN! NOT HEREI Join the Norlh Amencan Defense 
Assoc. Ages 16-65. Send $3 for Application & info. N.A.D.A., 
PO Box 889, Paradise, CA 95969 (96)_ 

“HOW TO KEEP YOUR PET from being poisoned" booklet 
A— $2.50 postpaid. C. J. CHAPMAN, Box 410, Aripeka, FL 
33502. (96) _ 

POLICE, FIRE, MILITARY, AIRCRAFT RADIO SCANNERS 
—lowest pnees— all brands. Send name and address for free 
subscription to discount catalogue from the largest dealer of 
scanners in the world. SCANNER WORLD, 10-SF New Scot- 
land, Albany. NY 12208. (518)436-9606. (99)_ 

REMAILING: confidential forwarding, receiving, holding— 
send $1. PO Box 590982. Houston. TX 77259. ( 95 ) 


VIETNAM VET, “2nd place" polo shirt, 100% cotton, pre¬ 
shrunk 1st class mail, $9.50. J&C THOMPSON, PO Box 703, 
Cadillac, Ml 49601._ 

FOR HIRE: Ex-Intelligence, helo pilot, weapons and electron¬ 
ics expert, diverse background. Courier, personal agent, in¬ 
vestigation. missing persons, etc. Will travel. JIM, PO Box 
590982, Houston, TX 77259. (95)_ 

WAR BOOKS: military history and weaponry. Civil War to 
World War ill! Free brochure. LEO BOOKS, 6917 Elkhardt 
Road, Richmond, VA 23225. (95)_ 

MREs— $59,95 ppd, per case of 12, fresh stock. WORLD- 
WIDE MDSE. INC., PO Box 577, Fox Lake, 1L 60020. 

Gl DOG TAGS with P-38: $4.50 ppd. 2 tags, 2 chains (24 ”-4"), 
15 spaces per line, 4 lines. 2 tags silencers. $1. WORLD-WIDE 
MDSE. INC., PO Box 577, Fox' Lake, IL 60020._ 

NEW GENUINE Gl Vietnam rip-stop: Slant 4-pocket shirts and 
6-pocket fatigue pants. 100% olive drab, rip-stop cotton. All 
sizes, state chest, waist and inseam measurements. Sold in 
sets only: $58 per set. Send money orders only to: RKGP, PO 
Box 378, Hampton, NJ 08827._ 

PILOT seeking clients and backing for combat testing of 
unique close-support aircraft project. Effective at VMhe cost of 
combat helicopters. STORMBtRDS, (701)293-0823. (Please, 
serious inquiries only, no weirdos, spies, and fruitcakes!). 
MERC FOR HIRE: All offers considered, confidential and dis¬ 
creet. Send details to: ANDY, PO Box 12612, Huntsville, AL 
35802. 



U.S.M.C Iwo jlma Commemorative Belt Buckle 

NunSered 


$30.00 

Bronie 

42.00 p/h 


tatdPaymertTo; I wo jlma Buckle Box9507IS 
Schaumburg, Illinois 60195 


SURVIVAL PAIN KILLERS, grenade launchers, TNT, detona¬ 
tors. nitroglycerine, gas. smokes, and more. Free catalog! NW, 
Box 962(F), Orlando, FL 32802-0962._ 

WANTED: information on insuring ex-spouses. Reply to: B- 
107, PO Box 732, Madison, NJ Q7940._ 

8 YEARS EX-ARMY: Investigate, courier, photo surveillance, 
will consider travel. All projects considered with utmost discre¬ 
tion and confidentially. Medical and communications: 8 years. 
Interested contact: TRAVEL, 650 R.P.B. Blvd., PO Box 264, 
R.P.B., FL 33441. Only serious inquire._ 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES. Complete instructions on how to win! 
Guaranteed, $5 sent 1st class. CROWN, 9921A Carmel Mt., 
San Diego, CA 92129._ 

M-80 FIRECRACKERS $15 per 100. M-IOOs $17 per 100. 
3/32 waterproof fuse 25 ft. $4, 100 ft. $12. Postage $2. SUP- 
PLY. PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 37133. (97) 

KNIVES ALL KINDS. Historic weapon and swords, handmade 
bowies, toothpicks, tantos, long knives etc. Unbeatable prices. 
Catalogs $2. DE INTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., S.I., NY 10306. 
FOR HIRE: 2 Ex-Merc*Bodyguards will collect debts or handle 
other projects for you. No amount too large, high risk OK. 
Travel nationwide, vast exp., east and west coast. Strictly 
confidential, reply: COLLECTORS, PO Box 1734, Smyrna, GA 
30081. (96)_ 

FORBIDDEN FIGHTING techniques o? (he Ninja— let author 
Ashida Kim assist you in your quest for knowledge of the Silent 
Way! SVfex11, hardcover, 271 photos, 128 pp. Order now! 
Send $22.95 to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-JOS, Boul- 
der, CO 80306._ 

STICK IT to high-cost retailers. Our low overhead means low 
prices for quality survival/military/camping equipment. For $2 
we will send you our 64-page catalog, mailed 1 st class, offering 
over 650 items, from combat knives to tent pegs. VARIETY 
MERCHANDISE, Dept. X. PO Box 319. Merrick, NY 11566. 
(96) 



The famous “Eat^N 
SHIT & DIE” lapel 
pin/tie tack — 

$4 25 each 

(postage paid — U.S. Only) 



Magnificent Brass 
Paperweight 

$ 8 95 plus S0< handling 
(U.S. Funds ONLY) (Add $3.00 p/h for mailing outside U.S.) 

Aluminum paperweight $4.75 plus 50c handling. For novelty 
paperweight uae only. Not intended for any ether use. Send 
check or M.O. to 

Aims John 

VA residents add 4% safes tax 
„ 202 Magnolia Ct., Sterling VA 22170 



Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 

« FREE CATALOG! o p^Q; 


Write ►► MEDALS. 222 S North Dickerson 
Today! School Road Carlisle, PA 17013 


FOR SALE, my library cn the sport of fencing, and the bladed 
weapon in general. This collection consists of 67 books. 130 
journals, and miscellaneous items, interested individuals are 
encouraged to write for the complete list. Please furnish a 
large, self-addressed and stamped envelope. Write: ALEX 
DAVIDQNIS, 518 Missouri Street, San Francisco, CA 94107, 
PAID IN CASH? Make sure!! Hand-held counterfeit-currency 
detectors— new technology, detects latest deterrents. Curren¬ 
cy only— $29.95, currency and credit card— $54.95. V&N 
INTERNATIONAL. PO Box 699, Bowie, MD 20715. SASE for 
info, checks or money order only._ 

NINJA BELT to meet the needs of joggers and men and 
women who would like an edge. Versatile, practical, discreet, 
effective. 2 colors, black or ofive-drab. Send waist size. $14.95 
postpaid. NINJA, Dept. SF4, PQ Box 626, Lusby, MD 2065?. 

ORDERLY WANTED tor former fieldgrade officer; recent 
Marine “boot” training preferred, any discharge considered, 
dependable, sober. PO Box 15911, Honolulu, HAWAII 96815. 
FOR HIRE: Ex-Special Forces. 1- to 12-man teams availab e. 
All Vietnam vets with diverse backgrounds. High-risk assign¬ 
ments in US and overseas. Ail inquiries handled in utmost 
confidentiality. ELITE INC.. PO Box 87063, Lafayette, LA 
70508-7063. 


LEARN GUN REPAIR 


. EARN EXTRA MONEY • VA 

I Please RUSH FREE facts on how I can become a 

I professional gunsmith the QUICK easv home study 
way No Obligation. No salesman will call. 

I SAME_ _ AGE 

ADDRESS _ 

I CITY STATE_ ZIP._ 

MODERN GUN REPAR SCHOOL, dapt 

N. *TH ST. PHOBfX, AMZONA MOU 



AK-47 & SKS accessories, send $1 plus SASE for list. 
MICHAEL MESMER. 17 Center Crest Drive, Tyngsboro, MA 
01879. (95?_ 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS, survival, wiiderness-skills training 
Adventure treks. $1 for information. BOLD ADVENTURES, 
USA, PO Box 873, Dept. SOF, Rome, NY 13440. (95\ 
MINI-MAGS $16.95 includes shipping and nylon sheath. Com¬ 
plete line of Mag-!ite accessories and products. Free infenna- 
tion. Dealers inquire. Knives & Survival. GREAT LAKES DIS¬ 
TRIBUTING. 600 West Orange Street, Greenville, ME 48838. 
(96)_ 

ITALIAN STILETTOS! 9“ overall, polished-steel blade, posi¬ 
tive front lock. Black or white handles. $10.95 plus $2 postage 
and handling. $1 for catalog. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, PO Box 
102, Dept. SF-1. Bayvllle, NJ 08721. (97-2) 




SHOOT ,22LR’s IN YOUR MINI-14 


THE "HOHREIN” 


SI 39.95 + $3.00 Shipping 
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KICKING SPIKES— Be prepared': Ideal personal defense 
when jogging or anytime. Spikes 20-gauge steel, worn unseen 
under shoelaces. Pairs black ($10.95), gray, white, navy, rust 
($11.95). Postage and handling $2. Chec* or money order: 
DEFENSE SYSTEMS, PO Box 297/SF. Awendaw. SC 29429- 
0297. (96) __ 

ORIGINAL CIA black book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 pod. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335, Croton. OH 43013. (96) 

WWIl VIDEO DOCUMENTARIES, $24.95, includes P&H. 
VHS/BETA:” CONCENTRATION CAMPS,’ 'WORLD AT 
WAR." "APPOINTMENT: TOKYO.” Details, SASE. Rush to: 
’WWIl, Box 7202-S, Arlington. VA 22207. 

TEXAS CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS: Remailing, confidential 
forwarding, receiving, holding^ Do-it-yourself manual avail¬ 
able. Free details. Write: ZEBRA, PO Box 11028S. Houston. 
TX 77391-1028._ 

16 DELICIOUS MEALS— Store dry 5 years! Box of 10- $35 
90 of each (total 1,440 meals)- $5000. Dealers wanted, 6- 
figure earnings possible. BENNINGTON. Box 76001 
Washington, DC 20013. 
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VIETNAM VETERANS, writer wants your stories, experiences 
. ..... • - • * - S.E.A.L,, ~ 



All sizes, shapes, 
plus “BUILD-A-BAG” 

(design your own). 

Send $2.00 for 
Catalog and material samples. 

SGT G’s, 1856 Cherry Ave. 
Suite 591, Long Beach, Ca 90806 



VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 

Stunning I6"x20", high glossy, color, photo¬ 
graphic print on high quality paper Magnificent 
bronze statue, inscribed, black granite wall 
Perfect for home, office, fraternal organization, or 
post. Poem, fact sheet incl. $14.95 ppd. U.S.A. 


MEMORIAL PRINT ■ DEPT. S • P.O.BOX 3412 * FREDERICK, MD 21701 


Professional & discreet. IMS, 
95407.’’ 


CAMOUFLAGE from head to toe for less. Camouflage pants 
from $25. Name brands; no gimmicks. Write today for FREE 
catalog. ROBIN'S SURPLUS, 723 Sycamore Street, Waterloo, 
IA 50703. 


POLICE OFFICERS 
WANTED 

NATIONWIDE 

POLICE CAREER INFORMATION DIGEST 
KEEPS YOU INFORMED OF CURRENT 
POLICE EMPLOYMENT OPENINGS. 

INCLUDES: Salary/Benefits • Qualifications 
• Selection Process • Who To Contact 
• Description Of The Department 

PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY 
ONLY $13.00 YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION (6 issues) 
$4.00 SINGLE COPY 
Send Chock Or Money Order To; 

POLICE CAREER INFORMATION DIGEST 
DEPT. B, BOX 1672 
EATON PARK, FL 33640 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


! r 


MILITARY POLICE: Send SASE for prices on shirts, hats, 
patches, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Oept. SOF, Box 88. 
Boston. MA 02123. (98) _ 

MERCENARY- Professional Mercenary and Para-Militaiv 
training at affordable prices. $1 for brochure. COMMANDO 
SCHOOL. PO Box 1237, Mooresville, NC 28115._ 

LIE DETECTOR. Complete instructions on how to win! 
Guaranteed $5 sent 1st class. CROWN, 9921A Carmel Ml., 
San Diego. CA 92129._ 

RHODESIAN INSIGNIA: all 100% original. Selous Scouts 
officer’s beret badge in solid silver, numbered $50. Unnum¬ 
bered $42. Selous Scouts OR's beret badge with maker's 
name on reverse $12.95. Selous Scouts metal parachute 
wings, numbered $50. Unnumbered $28. Rhodesian's SAS 
Metal beret badge with maker's name on reverse $14.95. 
Rhodesian SAS cloth parachute wings $14.95. Rhodesian 
army padded cloth wings $12.95. Scarce APJI wings $20. 
Rhodesian light-infantry officer’s solid silver beret badge $28. 
Greys Scouts officer's solid silver beret badge $32. Rhodesian 
SAS ID card (sold as novelty) $5.95. South African hunter-killer 
group wing $18.95. South African transkie Special Forces 
bronze wing $18.95. Solid silver issue on!y(250 issued) $45. 
Money back satisfaction guarantee. Send $2 for illustrated 
catalog to: ANDREW BUTLER INSIGNIA, 10 Chatham Street, 
Ramsgate, Kent, ENGLAND. Telephone England: 843- 
602987. 


about Vietnam War for book. Special Forces, S.E.A.L,, Ran¬ 
gers, Infantry, send personal story, military name, address, 
phone to: CF 1260 Marlborough Ct., 401, Oakville, Ontario 
L6H 3H5 CANADA._ 

THE CUTTING EDGE1 Gerber Command and Guardian Sur¬ 
vival Knives! Buckmaster from Buck (NEW!) TAC I, Moray, 
SOS from Gerber (New)! Dependable Survival knives. 100% 
guaranteed! Top Brands! Large selection! Low Prices! Send $2 
for catalog refundable with order. LEWIS AND CLARK, PO 
Box 111, Saline, Ml 48176._ 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, latest listing of uniforms, equip¬ 
ment, berets & insignia $1. BMS, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221._ 

USA BERET, green beret with sculpted gold eagle crest, for 
the “Proud American" $18. AHA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221._ 

TIGER-STRIPE CAMO BERETS, as worn by Elite Forces in 
Vietnam $18. AHA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 60221._ 

LC-1 ALICE PACKS, US Issue medium pack w/ straps NEW 
$35. AHA. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221._ 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE uniforms, current-issue lizard- 
pattern camo, 4-pocket jacket & pants NEW CONDITION $35. 
AHA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221._ 

WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE jungle fatigues, as issued in El 
Salvador, rip-stop material 4-pocket jacket & 6-pocket pants 
$52. AHA, Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. 


Have You Ever Wanted To Own A 

12 Ga. Machinegun 

Now available to the public, a fully completed 3 position select- 
fire conversion unit that fits any Rem. Model 1100 Shotgun. This 
weapon, as seen on page 38 of the Feb./1984 issue of S.O.F., is 
the first fully functional completely dependable select-fire shotgun 
manufactured in the world: and now you can own one. At 600 
R.P.M. you can deliver 120.33 cal projectiles producing 19,000 ft 
lbs of energy, on target in less than 2 seconds. Nothing to 
assemble, no modification to your shotgun, takes less than 30 
minutes to install and is fully guaranteed. 

‘300* cashier's ck., money order or C.0.D, to: Wichcom 
Industries, 4607 Barnett Rd, Wichita Falls, Tx. 76310 
ATF approval required before assembly. We keep no permanent 
records. 


THE FIREARMS OWNER’S buyline. Dedicated to serving the 
PRIVATE firearm owner with an economical, effective Adver¬ 
tising Monthly. Buy/sell. For info send SASE; THE FIREARM 
OWNER’S BUYLINE, PO Box 403, Dept. SOF, Bailey. CO 
80421. _ 

SAIGON PHOTOS (assorted dozen 8x10) $50; Asian music 
cassettes (Nam, Thailand. Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong) $10; 
Vietnamese recipes $4: Gl glossary (includes the latest Viet¬ 
namese slang) $4: Expanded brochure of Vietnam Vet organi¬ 
zations, publications, related products and activities $4; mail- 
drops, Vietnamese/Chinese translations; THE TRUTH AB¬ 
OUT JANE FONDA pamphlet $5: Vietnam novels serial- 
numbered and autographed by authors $5 each; Vietnam 
stamps (Collectors items!) 10 for $5; beautiful Vietnam flag 
decals: $3; ARC-LIGHT ENTERPRISES. Box 3339, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90277._ 

AUTOGRAPHED, serial-numbered copies of my Vietnam 
novel "Saigon Commandos" $5 (Collector's item!). CAIN. Box 
15281. N, Hollywood, CA 91615._ 

“WANTED— high-risk, in country or out. All offers considered. 
' ' .. Box 7516, Santa Rosa, CA 


ADVENTURERS TtLEFMONEj 
AND TEST SET 



CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS. OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RUGGED. NON- REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 

Wfth Shipping & Ins. Paid 

<£Q r CASH. CHECK. MONEY ORDER 

vPoO VISA MASTERCARD ' 

* Send card number and expiration date 

AISO AVAILABLE: 

* Battery powered Reid Phones • Sound powered Field Phones 

• Telephones and Books on Telephones 

CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 

V i $t -Amerlc an’ 

109 Fire LaiR, N. Capf , NJ 08204 


URBAN SOLDIER for hire. Have own tools, will travel. All 
inquiries confidential. GSJS, PO Box 8116. Sacramento, CA 
95818. (95)_ 

BADGES. Custom made—your specifications. Huge selec¬ 
tion. Giant catalog, price list $5 (refundable). Sent day order 
received. CROWN, 9221A Carmel Ml, San Diego, CA 92129. 
UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER — Save up to 20% and more, 
discount. Famous publishers: Paladin Press, Loompanics, 
many others! Over 400 titles and growing — exotic weaponry, 
explosives, military subjects, total self-defense, privacy wire¬ 
tapping, credit, outdoor skills, knives, crime, survival, surveill¬ 
ance, disguises, investigations, home security, compromising 
machines, silencers, mail order, publishing, employment, law. 
fireworks, divorce tricks, acting, government surplus, intelli¬ 
gence gathering, chemistry and MUCH MORE! Money-back 
guarantee. Hefty collectors edition catalog $2. Largest selec¬ 
tion for less! Authors wanted. ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, PO 
Box 92-S, Sharon Center, OH 44274. (100)_ 

POLICE EQUIPMENT — Discounted! Huge catalog — $1 
(refundable). CROWN, 9921A Carmel Mt., San Diego, CA 
92129._ 

US MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1000s in stock, 1940 thru Vietnam. 
Large catalog $1 — refunded. SAUNDERS, Box 414-SF, 
Vermilion, OH 44089-0414, (95)_ 

SURVIVAL FOOD. Delicious and nutritious with NO preserva¬ 
tives and 5-year shelf life without refrigeration. Send $5 tor 
sample products and information. RANDY HOOVER. Rt 4 Box 
114, Mondoui, Wl 54755. (96) 


TIGER-STRIPE CAMOUFLAGE, jungle fatigues $52, boonie 
hats $12. T-shirts $7.50, M-65 Field Jackets $48, handker¬ 
chiefs $2.75/ 3 for $6.50. All products are Mil. Spec. AHA, Box 
21606. Denver, CO 80221._ 

M-33 BASEBALL GRENADES, latest issue w/ moving parts 
$8, MK2 Pineapple grenades $7.50. AHA, Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221._ 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
Napalm $5/ Sugar Incendiary $5/Steel burning Thermite $5. All 
3 for $12. Send to: INSTITUTE FOR MILITARY STUDY, 682 
Park Glen, Windsor, CA 95492._ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (candles, bombs, pots, 
grenades)— largest most complete selection. Capacities from 
4,000 to 500,000 cubic feet of smoke. Excellent for smoke 
screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, fire drills, etc. All fresh 
and fully guaranteed. We pay shipping charges in the USA. 
Also flare guns, tear-gas aerosols, shock prods, chemicals, 
military knives, and much more. Send $2 (refundable with 
order), for catalog. SIGNUS, Box 33712-K3, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. 


FULL-AUTO RUGER 10 22 


Conversion plans, Mlrls, IncL, Com 
plete in 1-hour, Simple and Reliable, 
$10, E Sweat, 612 E. LaRlafa Si., Far¬ 
mington, N.M.874Q1. 


VIET CONG HUNTING CLUB. Original jacket patch sold and 
worn in Vietnam. Red letters with black VC skull in center. Rare 
collectors item. Rush $3 to DIRECTLINE, Box 529, Comstock 
Park, Ml 49321._ 

EXPLOSIVE FORMULA— frictional impact. Smoke screen, 
impact grenades, detonator, fireworks. Instructions— sup¬ 
pliers. $5 sent 1st class. CROWN, 9921A Carmel Mt., San 
Diego. CA 92129._ 

FOR HIRE: 32’ Chris-craft sea-skiff cruiser, skipper & mate 
included (Nam Vets & Ex-Cop). Will charter if price is right. 
Confidential only. Contact: FREBBIE, PO Box 05-0508, Tice, 
FL 33905-0508._ 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (C.E.O.), ready to take action. 
Successful male business manager would like to make part- 
time commitment to working for Uncle Sam...Directly or (in¬ 
directly). Excellent researcher also. Looking for work to sup¬ 
port National Defense. Atlantic Alliance, Central America, or to 
help men in the field. Trustworthy, willing to learn. Write: A.J. at 
New Eagle Productions, 2265 Westwood Blvd., No. 670. Los 
Angeles. CA 90064,_ 

“CAMOUFLAGE AUSTRIAN-TYPE pattern spotty parka 
(pants also available), British Falklands, Rhodesian Army, 
Spanish SF Issue, British ABN dennison Smock. Many othor 
types of hard-to-get cammies in stock. Please send $2 (bills 
only), for color photos and details. EMBLETON, 6 Stable View, 
Yateley Hants GUI 7 7SF ENGLAND. 
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201-875-3252 


PROTECT YOURSELF Nova XR-5000 Stun Gun. Safe, effec¬ 
tive, battery-operated, 40,000 volts. Brochure/order form: 75 
cents. R. KOIRE, PO Box 9121, Anaheim, CA 92802. 
LASER BEAM — Civilian & Military uses, types, characteris¬ 
tics, economics, mass market applications etc. Send $5 money 
order to: CONRAD SMITH, 785 N. Mt. Carmel, Wichita. KS 
67203. 


W.W. II COLLECTORS 


OVI It 10:000 



Hats-Badgea-Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer's Cep (new from 
original U.S. maker), ten with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size 5. 

M, or Lg....$58,00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page 
fully Illustrated catalog $3.00 
(FREE with order)- 


.W. #2 Ltd Box 2063-F SI. Louis, MO 63158 


ENRICH YOUR LIFEKEALTH with •Propolis!” Send $1.50 
(stamps), for FREE (63-pg) book: "Propolis the Natural Anti¬ 
biotic." Propolis/Pollen/Royal Jelly in stock. FREE brochures. 
Over 30% of our customers reorder! SELECTLINE, (estab- 
lished 1977), Box 391 (SFZ), Pearl City, HI 96782-0391. 
FOREIGN READERS. Attention! Wanted by collector: 
machine-gun belts, parts, accessories, tripods and manuals, 
any vintage; assault-rifle magazines, etc. Foreign pilot and 
para wings and elite insignia, No trades. Price and condition 
1st letter. PETER KOKALIS, 5749 N. 41st PL, Phoenix. AZ 
85018 (TO) 
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RUGER Security - Six 

Double-Action Revolvers 



Ruger engineering and advanced technology 
make these great revolvers the world’s best! 


Serrated ramp style front sight on, 
target models has red insert to \ 


Rear sight, adjustable for windage and elevation, 
has white outline notch on target models. 


Spring-loaded firing pin is 
enclosed within the frame. With 
the trigger released and 
transfer-bar withdrawn below the 
firing pin, the hammer rests 
directly on the frame. 


New Goncalo Alves 
target-style grips. 


Standard barrel is forged with integral 
rib and ejector housing. 


Ruger double-action revolvers are designed with 
extra metal in the top strap and critical areas 
around barrel threads. 


When the Ruger Security-Six revolvers were cre¬ 
ated, they represented the first significant 
improvement in double-action revolver design in 
many decades. During the past fifteen years of 
production, over one million Security-Six revolv¬ 
ers have been built, and today this great revolver is 
recognized by experts throughout the world for its 
logical design and fine workmanship. But, the real 
basis for its reputation is that tests have proven that it will 
outshoot and outlast any comparable revolver ever made. 

Ruger Security-Six revolvers are chambered for 
the .357 Magnum cartridge and .38 Special in stan¬ 
dard and + P loads, and are furnished with white 
outline adjustable rear sight and serrated ramp 
front sight with red insert on target models. Barrel 
Lengths: 2 3 /4 w , 4", and 6". Oversize grips are Gon¬ 
calo Alves. Finish: polished overall and blued. 
Stainless steel models have brushed satin finish. In 
14 models at suggested retail prices from $309.00. 


The Ruger Police Service-Six and Speed-Six 
revolvers are based on the Security-Six design, 
with fixed sights, and a variety of barrel lengths, 
grip styles, and in blued or stainless steel versions. 




copyright 1985 by Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. 
RUGER. SECURITY-SIX, SERVICE-SIX, and SPEED-SIX are U.S. registered tradmarks. 

TO INSPECT RUGER FIREARMS & OBTAIN A FREE CATALOG, SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER 
SINGLE COPIES OF INSTRUCTION MANUALS FOR ALL MODELS OF RUGER FIREARMS ARE 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST - PLEASE SPECIFY MODEL FOR WHICH YOU REQUIRE A MANUAL. 

STURM, RUGER & Company, Inc. 

123 Lacey Place 

Southport, Connecticut 06490 1J.S.A. 

ALL RUGER FIREARMS ARE DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED IN RUGER FACTORIES IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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GUNS & ACTION 

SAVINGS CERTIFICATE 

□ YES! Send me one year (12 issues) of GUNS & ACTION for 
only $21.95 — I SAVE 26%.* 

□ I prefer two years (24 issues) of GUNS & ACTION for 
only $41.95 — I SAVE 30%.* 


□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 
£3 MasterCard Q VISA 

Card #... . . . ._ 

Exp. Date:_ 

Signature: , - .. , 


(Offer good in U.S. only,) Please allow 6-8 weeks for 
your first copy to be mailed. 

'Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $30 


Name 


Address 


City 

Offer Expires l2- ; 3i/85 


State 


opcode 

B5GFRH 
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For a rancher in the high country of 
Wyoming, being self-sufficient can 
mean keeping varmints from his 
sheep. For a rugged individual in the 
wilderness, it means being prepared 
for any eventuality. For both these 
men, and thousands like them, there’s 
only one gun. The Colt AR15A2. 

The reasons are as simple as they 
are plentiful. First* it’s the rifle they’re 
already familiar with. The AR15A2 
Sporter II is the civilian version of the 


battle proven and recently improved 
U.S. military issue M16A1 for which 
ammo is readily available. Second, 
it’s a lightweight, rugged, 223 caliber, 
high-powered rifle that’s as accurate 
as it is dependable. Finally, it’s a Colt. 

If you already own an AR15 and 
you want to trade up to the new A2 
Sporter II, or if you simply want to 
own the best 223 Rem, semi-auto¬ 
matic rifle on the market, see your 
Colt dealer today. 


Survival means different 
things to different people. 
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